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60th CoNGREt o, I SENATE. ( Kept. 701, 

2d Session, f • ( Parti. 



FINAL REPORT OF THE JOINT COMMISSION ON THE BUSINESS METHOD 
OF THE POST-OFFICE DEPARTMENT AND THE POSTAL SERVICE. 



December 17, 1908.— Ordered to be printed; referred to the Committee on Post- 

Offices and Post-Roads. 



Mr. Carter, from the Joint Commission on the Post-Office Depart- 
ment and the Postal Service, submitted tho following 

REPORT. 

[To accompany a draft of a bill (S. 7945) to codify, revise, and amend the postal laws.] 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in 

Congress assembled: 

Since the submission, on February 10, 1908, of their preliminary 
report, your commission have pursued without remission their investi- 
gation into the business system of the Post-Office Department and 
postal service, in the hope that they might be able to recommend to 
the Congress a plan of organization designed to deal effectively with 
the expanding operations and increasing expenditures of that great 
service. 

That preliminary report, it will be remembered, was accompanied 
by a report of a board of expert public accountants, containing both a 
comprehensive survey of the existing conditions in the department 
and a set of recommendations for the reorganization of its business 
and accounting systems. It was also accompanied by a compilation, 
in chronological order, of the laws governing the Post-Office Depart- 
ment and the postal service. 

Guided in great measure by the suggestions of the public account- 
ants, your commission, after a painstaking comparison of their views 
with the views of the Postmaster-General and other postal officials 
(whose criticism and comments upon the accountants' recommenda- 
tions were freely placed at the commission's disposal), and after a 
critical study as well of the existing law under which the Post-Office 
Department and postal service are actually operated, have unani- 
mously agreed upon a plan of reorganization, which, by reason of 
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2 BUSINESS METHOD OF PO8T-OPFI0E DEPABTMENT. 

the greater utility of the concrete form, they beg leave to submit in 
the shape of a bill for. a complete codification and revision of the 
whole body of postal law. 

As an aid to the understanding of this bill, however, your com- 
mission deem it proper to submit also this summary report, showing 
in a general way the administrative principles upon which they have 
proceeded, the broad lines of the organization they propose, and the 
fundamental changes from the existing system which their study of 
that system has compelled them to recommend. 

At the threshold, they desire to point out that the changes they 
propose are not in the least grounded upon mere considerations of 
abstract theory or devised with a view to the formulation of an arti- 
ficially symmetrical paper scheme. They have not made any change 
for the sake of change. On the contrary, they have refrained from 
changing at all except to gain some substantial and demonstrable ad- 
vantage not afforded by the present system, or to remedy some patent 
defect in that system. 

The first question, then, to be considered is, What are the essential 
defects, the structural weaknesses, so to speak, which hamper the 
efficient operation of the postal service? 

Your commission have no hesitancy in naming as the foremost of 
them — 

(1) The want of a permanent administrative head having, by 
reason of long -continued practical experience, a thorough knowledge 
of the business to be conducted. In this connection it is necessary only 
to point out that in the last seven years there have been four Postmas- 
ters-General, three First Assistant Postmasters-Gteneral, three Sec- 
ond Assistant Postmasters-General, two Third Assistant Postmas- 
ters-General, and two Fourth Assistant Postmasters-General, and 
that of all these officers but four ever had, prior to their appointment, 
any experience in postal affairs. 

(2) The lack of a logical distribution of the department's business 
into natural divisions or groups so organized as to make it possible 
for the officer in charge of each group, by devoting the whole ener- 
gies of his mind to cognate subjects, to master the business under his 
charge. As an illustration, the Third Assistant Postmaster-General 
has under his charge the totally disassociated subjects of (a) classi- 
fication of the mail, (6) the administration of postal finance, and (c) 
the registry system. This defect also leads, conversely, to the assign- 
ment to separate and independent bureaus of matters which should 
form parts of one consistent whole. The office of the First Assistant 
Postmaster-General which, through the divisions of salaries and 
allowances and city delivery, is kept in close touch with the post- 
offices in the field, has nothing whatever to do with the money -order 
or registry or rural delivery operations of those offices. 
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BU8INE88 METHOD OF POST-OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 8 

(5) The want of an adequate staff of bureau heads, corresponding 
in number to the natural subdivisions of postal business. The conse- 
quent accumulation of work upon the Postmaster-General and his 
four assistants is such as to reduce the performance of a large portion 
of that work to the mere perfunctory signing of documents prepared 
by others. As an illustration of the perfunctory character of much 
that must be done by the Postmaster-General himself, may be cited 
the instance of his jurisdiction in the matter of fraud orders, which, 
although required by law to be issued upon evidence satisfactory to 
him, can not, in point of fact, receive in any considerable number of 
cases his personal consideration. 

(4) The want of a field organization midway between the in- 
dividual postmaster at the bottom of the scale and the central ad- 
ministration at the top, which would be able to scrutinize and control 
at first hand the operations of the multitude of separate offices. This 
excessive centralization of administrative work at Washington shows 
itself not only in a negative way in the want of adequate local super- 
vision of post-offices, but positively in the useless transmission be- 
tween the most distant points and the seat of government of corre- 
spondence, supplies, and equipment, which could be better dealt with 
from local centers. 

(o) The combination in the same officer of the dual functions of 
prosecutor and judge in respect of matters such as the classification 
of periodicals and the issuance of fraud orders, directly affecting the 
property rights of individuals not connected with the postal service. 

(6) The diffusion and consequent weakening of responsibility in 
respect of expenditures. Where responsibility for expenditures is 
not strictly limited and defined, but lies equally upon a number of 
officials whose connection with the. expenditure is not equally direct, 
one of two results must follow. Either responsibility is so diffused 
as to become a mere shadow, or, on the other hand, the fear of in- 
curring the penalties of the law causes those but indirectly connected 
with the matter to throw obstacles in the way of prompt and 
efficient accomplishment. 

(7) The useless multiplication of work both in the local offices and 
in the central administration by reason of the extension to small and 
nonproductive offices of accounting methods suitable only to large 
and productive offices. 

(8) The lack of any adequate accounting or bookkeeping system 
in the Post-Office Department itself, arising from the fact that the 
accounts of the postal service are sent directly to the Treasury and 
all duties in respect of their examination and audit are performed 
there. The necessary consequence of this is that the Post-Office De- 
partment is disabled from ascertaining for administrative purposes 
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or as an aid to legislation either the absolute or the relative cost of 
the various services which it performs. As pointed out by the Third 
Assistant Postmaster-General in commenting on the criticism re- 
specting inadequate methods of bookkeeping prevailing in the de- 
partment, 

" The trouble lies in existing legislation which deprives the Post- 
Office Department of the necessary factors to accomplish this work." 

It may be noted that even the provision of law authorizing the 
Auditor to certify copies of postmasters' accounts to the Post-Office 
Department has fallen into desuetude. 

(9) The failure, partly by reason of the inadequate method of ac- 
counting just mentioned, to credit the postal service with all the work 
actually done by it and to charge it with all expenditures really made 
in its behalf. So that the proper adjustment of revenue and expend- 
itures by way of postage rates on the one side and compensation 
for mail transportation on the other becomes largely a matter of 
guesswork. 

All of the defects just enumerated are, in the judgment of your 
commission, not defects in detail, but defects in principle. They are 
in fact so obviously such that the contradictory of each one of them 
might be formulated as a universally accepted business principle. 
In modifying the present organization in the light of these patent 
weaknesses, the commission, although not unmindful of the necessity 
of accurate adjustment in matters of detail, have endeavored prima- 
rily to incorporate in the very framework of the new organization 
administrative principles the necessary operation of which, in their 
judgment, will not only give rise to specific improvements now 
plain to be seen, but will hereafter insure a progressive betterment 
of the service as a whole. For instance, whether or not the commis- 
sion have fully succeeded in the nice adjustment of the respective 
duties of the Postmaster-General and the director of posts, they are 
convinced that the mere existence in the Post-Office Department of 
a permanent nonpolitical manager of postal business, complementing 
as his chief deputy the work of the changing political head, can not 
fail in the long run and almost irrespective of other changes, to bring 
about a more systematic, economical, and businesslike administration 
of postal affairs. 

(1) Director of posts. — Therefore, in accord with the expressed 
opinion, not only of the expert accountants, but also of the Post- 
master-General and the other leading postal officials, the first step 
in their plan is the creation of the office of director of posts. The 
duties of this officer, performed in all cases under the supervision 
of the Postmaster-General, are those of general superintendence and 
management of the postal service (sees. 2, 22). In order to leave the 
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Postmaster-General free to perform the higher duties of his office, 
most of the administrative functions with which under existing law 
he is burdened are transferred to the director of posts to be per- 
formed by him directly. The Postmaster-General, however, remains 
the administrator of the postal finances, in respect of which the 
director of posts exercises powers only by express designation of the 
Postmaster-General himself. 

(2) Assistant directors and bureau organization. — As an aid to 
the director of posts they have substituted, in lieu of four Assistant 
Postmasters-General in charge of heterogeneous bureaus, six assistant 
directors of post in charge of six compactly organized bureaus cor- 
responding directly with the six main natural divisions of the serv- 
ice, namely, post-offices, transportation, mail matter, appointments, 
finances, and supplies. To the six assistant directors controlling, in 
the form of coherent administrative units, the functions now illogic- 
ally scattered among the four Assistant Postmasters-General, there 
has been added a seventh assistant director to perform indispen- 
sable functions not heretofore performed at all by the Post-Office 
Department. This seventh assistant director, who in a sense binds 
together the entire organization, is the assistant director of accounts, 
charged not only with the responsibility for all expenditures and with 
the maintenance of a system of general accounting and bookkeeping 
of the service, but also with the duty of putting into operation for 
the first time a complete system of cost accounting for the entire 
service. 

(3) Field service. — To fill the gap between the individual post- 
master and the central administration, your commission have created 
a new field organization. They provide that the country shall be 
divided, upon administrative and not geographical considerations, 
into postal districts, each in charge of a district superintendent of 
post-offices. The operations of all post-offices within his district are 
under the immediate supervision of this officer, whose duty it is to 
keep postmasters to a strict performance of their duties, to regulate 
and adjust the allowances given them for rent, light, fuel, and the 
salaries of clerks and employees, and to maintain in each district 
storeroom a stock of supplies sufficient for all current needs of the 
offices within his district, and to regulate their distribution as occa- 
sion may require. In organizing this field system advantage is taken 
of the existing offices of division superintendent of the railway mail 
service and post-office inspector in charge of divisions, who consti- 
tute, with the district superintendent of post-offices, an advisory board 
upon all matters of district administration. And the commission 
have recommended that such districts should be not less than fifteen 
nor more than twenty, corresponding as far as practicable with the 
limits of the divisions of the railway mail service. 
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(4) Commission of postal appeals. — In addition to the ordinary 
and regular administration of the postal service as a business which 
is similar in many respects to that of a common carrier of passengers 
and freight, there is another class of duties of a quasi-judicial nature 
involving the citizen's right to access to the mails. These quasi- 
judicial functions are themselves divisible into two main classes: 
(1) Those affecting the classification of newspapers and periodicals, 
which, although apparently a mere matter of rates, may under actual 
economic conditions mean the continuance or the destruction of im- 
mense business enterprises; (2) the second class involves the right 
of the citizen to the use of the mails. The principle that the property 
rights of the person affected shall not be taken away without a hear- 
ing is recognized in the law by express statute in respect of news- 
papers and periodicals, and by implication in respect of the issuance 
of fraud orders. Under the present organization the hearing thus 
created by law loses much of its characteristic quality by the fact 
that it must be held before the same person who has in fact instituted 
and prepared the case upon which he must decide. This circum- 
stance has led to many proposals for curtailing the power of the 
Post-Office Department in the premises and submitting it to judicial 
review. In these proposals we do not concur. 

It is eminently proper that the mail service should not be made the 
means of perpetrating fraud, and in order to avoid this the prevent- 
ive procedure must necessarily be of an expeditious and summary 
character. This procedure can best be applied by an administrative 
tribunal, and your commission think also that such an administrative 
tribunal would at the same time bring about a more harmonious 
and consistent enforcement of the statutes. Your commission have 
accordingly provided for the creation in the Post-Office Department 
itself of a commission of postal appeals, consisting of three members. 
Their duties will be threefold : First, to determine upon appeal from 
the assistant director of mail matter whether the application of any 
periodical for admission to the second class which he has denied 
should in fact be granted; second, to determine upon proceedings 
brought before it whether the second-class mailing privilege of any 
newspaper or periodical once admitted should be annulled or revoked; 
and third, to pass upon the issuance of fraud orders against persons 
alleged to be conducting lotteries, gift enterprises, or schemes to 
defraud. Except in these particulars, matters relating to mail matter 
are left as now with an executive officer, the assistant director of mail 
matter, whose duty it is, not only to decide all applications for admis- 
sion in the first instance, but to investigate and prepare all cases for 
proposed revocation or annulment. The bill provides that these cases 
shall be duly submitted to the commission by the Assistant Attorney- 
General, whose duties are made those of a true law officer, namely, to 
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BUSINESS METHOD OF POST-OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 7 

pass in the first instance upon the legal sufficiency of the evidence and, 
if satisfied thereof, to prosecute and conduct the case before the body 
designated to decide. 

(5) Fiscal Organization. — As the first step in the reorganization 
of the department's fiscal system, your commission have followed 
the recommendations of the accountants that in order to limit and 
fix the responsibility for exceeding appropriations, all appropria- 
tions for the department and service should be suballotted annually to 
the respective bureau officers under whose charge they are to be ex- 
pended ; that expenditures should be made by the authority of those 
officers only; and that the responsibility for exceeding appropria- 
tions should be limited to those officers, to the assistant director of 
accounts, and the Auditor for the Post-Office Department. 

They next provide that all acounts of the postal service shall be 
rendered directly to a postal official, the assistant director of accounts, 
and by him examined and audited for administrative purposes. All 
bookkeeping, in consequence, will be under his charge, and he will 
therefore be supplied with the means of inaugurating and maintain- 
ing in addition to the general bookkeeping a system of cost account- 
ing, for which provision is made as hereinbefore explained. The 
audit of the assistant director of accounts, however, is not made final 
as suggested by the expert accountants, but the final settlement of all 
postal accounts is left, as in the opinion of your commission it must 
be left, with the Auditor for the Post-Office Department in the 
Treasury. 

While your commission have endeavored to avoid the pitfalls of 
a rigid statutory form of account-keeping, they have, nevertheless, by 
express enactment as to what they desire the accounts to show, in- 
dicated the general lines of the system which the assistant director of 
accounts, under the supervision of the director of posts, will be called 
upon to install. Without going into detail, it will be sufficient, 
perhaps, to say that the books prescribed will exhibit analytically the 
operations of the department and the service, distributed on the one 
hand among the main heads of service, such as collection, assorting, 
transportation, etc., with a cross allocation on the other hand of all 
of these expenditures to the respective classes of mail matter for 
which they are performed. 

(6) Imprest post-offices. — In order to relieve the department and 
service of the vast amount of work occasioned by the extension to some 
twenty-six or twenty-seven thousand small offices of the present sys- 
tem of accounting, your commission have recommended that the Post- 
master-General be given authority to divide all post-offices into two 
classes, accounting offices and imprest offices. It is proposed that the 
latter class shall include all offices not authorized to issue money 
orders. Such imprest offices, instead of obtaining their stamps and 
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stamped paper directly from the department and accounting directly 
to it, will receive them from a designated accounting office (to be 
known as a supply office) in the following manner : Upon the estab- 
lishment of each imprest office its supply office will furnish it with 
such stock of stamps and stamped paper, not exceeding the amount of 
the postmaster's bond, as will enable it to transact its business for a 
definite period, such as one or two quarters. Provisions are made for 
the prompt settlement of the amount due for this initial supply, as 
well as for the further extension of credit when necessary. All sup- 
plies of stamps and stamped paper subsequent to the initial supply 
will be purchased by the imprest office from the designated supply 
office with cash, or certain specific equivalents for cash, including 
vouchers for the postmaster's quarterly salary, for payments made by 
him for special delivery service, and for allowances granted him for 
special services. In the periodical accounts of accounting offices 
rendered to the -department the gross amount of stamps and stamped 
paper furnished to each imprest office will be shown separately, so 
that they may be segregated on the books of the bureau of accounts 
and entered and credited, for purposes of computing salary and allow- 
ances, to the imprest office concerned. 

(7) Salaries of Fourth-Class Postmasters. — The only other sub- 
stantial change made by your commission in respect of the manage- 
ment of post-offices is the placing of all fourth-class offices upon a 
salary basis, computed, however, in precisely the same manner as 
commissions are now computed, with the exception that the salary for 
each year is based upon the total amount of business done for the year 
preceding. Your commission feel that this change will do away with 
a great deal of the present complaint in that regard and remove the 
existing temptations to fraudulent inflation of business. 

(8) Postal notes. — There is another lack in the present organiza- 
tion which, although not a structural weakness or a defect of equal 
importance with those previously mentioned, is one which your com- 
mission think should be filled ; namely, the want of a convenient, easy, 
and cheap method of transmitting small sums by mail. While the 
present system of money orders is entirely adequate for the trans- 
mission of considerable sums, it is too expensive and cumbersome for 
the transmission of small sums. Your commission have therefore 
provided for the introduction of postal notes or money orders with- 
out advices for the transmission of sums not exceeding $5. Such 
notes will be issued for fixed amounts, on forms requiring no clerical 
labor but the writing of the postmaster's signature, and will be pay- 
able at any post-office. The fees chargeable for them being consider- 
ably less than those for money orders of like amounts, it is expected 
that they will supplant the use of money orders of small denomina- 



Digitized by 



Google 



BU8INE88 METHOD OF POST-OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 9 

tions. By reason of the simplicity of their form, their substitution 
for money orders will effect an obvious saving in labor, both at the 
issuing office, the paying office, and in the central administration. 
Requiring no advice, they can, moreover, be issued by imprest or 
nonaccounting offices, to which they will be supplied for cash or its 
equivalent, in the same manner as stamps. This will, in turn, render 
unnecessary the continual increase in money-order offices, and the 
ultimate consequence of their introduction will therefore be a perma- 
nent and progressive economy, not only in the transaction of money- 
order business, but in the accounting operations of the entire service. 

The foregoing are, in brief outline, the changes which your com- 
mission recommend. It remains now to mention some things which 
they have left untouched. These are: 

1. The existing rates of postage. 

2. The present standards of classification of mail matter. 

3. The present basis of compensation for transporting the mail. 
Your commission believe that the reorganization of the business 

and accounting methods of the department must precede, rather than 
follow, a new adjustment of revenue and expenditure, for the reason 
that the very object of the accounting reorganization is to furnish 
the data which are an essential prerequisite to an intelligent revision 
of rates of postage on the one hand and rates of compensation on the 
other. The classification of mail matter, especially in relation to 
newspapers and periodicals, being the very base of the system of 
postage rates, your commission do not for the same reason alter the 
existing law in that regard. In respect of all of these subjects, they 
have contented themselves with an effort to restate the existing law 
in a clearer and more orderly form. 

Criminal statutes. — Although the powers conferred upon your 
commission would seem to cover the subject of offenses against the 
postal service, your commission have not incorporated into their bill 
a revision of the criminal statutes, for the simple reason that those 
provisions have already been the subject of elaborate study and re- 
port on the part of the Joint Committee on the Revision of the Laws, 
and have, in the form in which they were so reported, passed the 
Senate as Senate bill 2982. Your commission have, however, care- 
fully considered the postal provisions embodied in Senate bill 2982, 
and have brought the citations referring to them down to date by 
adding all cases reported in the last thirty-eight volumes of the 
Supreme Court Reports and the last sixty-six volumes of the Fed- 
eral Reporter. They have ventured to suggest certain alterations 
in the postal provisions of the bill reported and have submitted them, 
together with the relevant citations, to the Joint Committee on the 



Digitized by 



Google 



10 BU8INE88 METHOD OF P08T-OFFIOE DEPARTMENT, 

Revision of the Laws, for such consideration as they may deem 
proper. 

If the changes they propose are to be judged only by their immedi- 
ate effect, it is possible that the confident expectations of your com- 
mission may not seem to be wholly justified by the event. But if 
these changes are to be judged, as your commission think they ought 
to be judged, by their ultimate and permanent consequences, they 
feel that not only will the new organization result in a more perfect 
service, but that there will ensue an annual saving in the salaries of 
postmasters and post-office employees, the operating expenses of post- 
offices, the cost of accounting and bookkeeping, the expense of the 
money-order service, the amounts paid out by the department for the 
transmission of equipment, supplies, and its own correspondence, and 
ultimately a decrease in the expense of all mail transportation, in 
comparison with which the small initial cost occasioned by the intro- 
duction of the new organization will be too trifling to deserve con- 
sideration. 

It is estimated the additional annual expense on account of the 
compensation of new officers created and increases in the salaries of 
existing officers provided for by this bill will not exceed, in the 
departmental organization, eighty thousand dollars, and in the field 
organization one hundred and fifty-nine thousand dollars. It is 
also to be expected that the installation of an adequate cost accounting 
system will occasion some additional outlay which it is not feasible 
at this time to accurately estimate. Be that expense what it may, 
however, your commission are clearly of the opinion that the intro- 
duction of sound methods of cost accounting is of such supreme 
importance as to make that expense inconsequential. They believe 
that such a system will pay for itself over and over again, both in 
economy of expenditure and in heightened efficiency. For it must 
not be forgotten that already the annual expenditure for the busi- 
ness with which we are dealing amounts to two hundred and thirty- 
three million dollars, and that the time is not far distant when, if 
the present rate of growth continues, that expenditure may amount 
to half a billion dollars a year. 4 

In conclusion your commission desire to emphasize that the plan 
proposed does not contemplate a sudden and immediate transforma- 
tion of the old system into the new. On the contrary, the new is sim- 
ply to be developed out of the old. Mindful of the perils and diffi- 
culties which beset all such transitions, your commission has so framed 
their bill that the principal changes, such as the organization of new 
bureaus and the establishment of postal districts, the division of post- 
offices into accounting and impressed, the introduction of methods of 
cost accounting, may all be accomplished by gradual stages where the 
effect of each step may be observed before the next is taken. 
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The expectation is that the Director of Posts and the Assistant 
Director of Accounts will be the first of the new officers to be ap- 
pointed for upon them will fall, in largest measure, the onerous task of 
expanding the old organization into the new. The other officers may 
be added from time to time as the organization is developed, provision 
being made that the duties of all of the new assistant directors may 
be performed in the meanwhile by the existing assistant postmasters- 
general. 

Boies Penrose, 
Thos. H. Carter, 
A. S. Clay, 
Jesse Oyerstreet, 
John J. Gardner, 
John A. Moore. 
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60th Congress, ) SENATE. ( Reft. 701, 

ed Session. J \ Part 2. 



FINAL REPORT OF THE JOINT COMMISSION ON THE BUSINESS 
METHOD OF THE POST-OFFICE DEPARTMENT AND THE 
POSTAL SERVICE. 



December 17, 1908. — Ordered to be printed; referred to the Committee on 

Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 



Mr. Carter, from the Joint Commission on the Post-Office Department and 
the Postal Service, submitted the following 

REPORT. 

[To accompany a draft of a bill (S. 7945) to codify, revise, and amend the 

postal laws.] 



A BILL 



To codify, revise, and amend the postal laws of the United States, 

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

3 That the laws relating to the Post-Office Department and the 

4 postal service be, and they hereby are, codified, revised, and 

5 amended, with titles, chapters, headnotes, and sections, en- 

6 titled, numbered, and to read as follows : 
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2 



TITLE ONE. 

post-office dbpaetment. 

Chapter One. 

departmental organization. 



Sec. 
1. 

2. 
3. 
4. 

5. 
6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 



16. 
16. 



17. 



Sec. 
18. 

19. 
20. 
21. 

22. 
23. 

24. 



25. 

26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 

32. 
33. 



Post-Office Department and Postmaster- 
General. 

Director of Posts. 

Assistant Directors. 

Assistant Attorney-General for the Post- 
Office Department. 

Purchasing agent. 

Commission of Postal Appeals. 

One member of the Commission of Postal 
Appeals to be learned in the law. 

Office of the Commission of Postal Ap- 
peals. 

Oaths to be taken by the Postmaster- 
General and others of the postal service. 

Oaths, before whom taken. 

Salary of the Postmaster-General. 

Salaries of other officers. 

Powers of the Postmaster-General. 

All officers whose appointment not vested 
in the President to be appointed by the 
Postmaster-General. 

Seal of the department. 

Regulations prescribed by the Post- 
master-General to be promulgated and 
countersigned by the Director of Posts. 

All reports to be made by the Postmaster- 
General. 



5 . Section 1. There shall be at the seat of government an 

6 executive department, to be known as the Post-Office Depart- 

7 men t, and a Postmaster-General, who shall be the head thereof, 

8 and who shall be appointed by the President, by and with the 

9 advice and consent of the Senate ; and the term of the Post- 
10 master-General shall be for and during the term of the Presi- 

11 dent by whom he is appointed, and for one month thereafter, 

12 unless sooner removed. 



Postmaster-General to be administrator 
of postal moneys. 

Postal conventions with foreign countries. 

Publication of postal conventions. 

Conventions respecting foreign dead let- 
ters. 

The duties of the Director of Posts. 

Distribution of the business of the de- 
partment. 

Redistribution of business to be made by 
the Postmaster - General on recom- 
mendation by the Director of Posts. 

The duties of the Assistant Attorney- 
General. 

Chief Inspector. 

Board of Postal Administration. 

Acting Postmaster-General. 

Acting Director of Posts. 

Acting officers of bureaus. 

Acting officers may be designated by the 
President. 

Acting Assistant Attorney-General. 

Acting officers not to receive additional 
compensation. 
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Sec. 1. 

There shall be at the seat of government an executive department, to be 
known as the Post-Office Department, and a Postmaster-General, who shall be 
the head thereof, and who shall be appointed by the President, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, and who may be removed in the same 
manner ; and the term of the Postmaster-General shall be for and during the 
term of the President by whom he is appointed, and for one month thereafter, 
unless sooner removed. 

E. S., sec. 388. 
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1 Sec. 2. There shall be in the Post-Office Department 

2 a Director of Posts, who shall be the chief deputy of the 

3 Postmaster-General and shall, under his supervision, have 

4 general superintendence and management of the postal serv- 

5 ice, and who shall be appointed by the President, by and 

6 with the advice and consent of the Senate, and shall hold 

7 office until removed for cause. 

8 Sec. 3. There shall be in the Post-Office Department 

9 seven Assistant Directors of Posts, who shall be appointed 
10 . by the President, by and with the advice and consent of the 

11 Senate, and shall hold office until removed for cause, and 

12 who shall be assigned, respectively, from time to time by 

13 order of the Director of Posts, with the approval of the Post- 
14 master-General, to direct the business of the following 

15 bureaus: 

16 Bureau of Post-Offices, Bureau of Transportation, 

17 Bureau of Mail Matter, Bureau of Appointments, Bureau 

18 of Finance, Bureau of Accounts, and Bureau of Supplies. 

19 Seo. 4- There shall be in the Post-Office Department 

20 an officer learned in the law, called the Assistant Attorney- 

21 General for the Post-Office Department, who shall be ap- 

22 pointed by the President, by and with the advice and 

23 consent of the Senate. 

24 Sec. 5. There shall be in the Post-Office Department 

25 a purchasing agent, who shall be appointed by the Presi- 
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Sec. 3. 

There shall be in the Post- Office Department three Assistant Postmasters- 
General, who shall be appointed by the President, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, and who may be removed in the same manner, and who 
shall be entitled to a salary of four thousand dollars a year each. 

R. S., sec. 389. 

The appointment of a Fourth Assistant Postmaster - General was first 
authorized oy the followingappropriation in the act of March 3, 1891 : 

For Fourth Assistant Postmaster-General, four thousand dollars. 

1891, Mar. 3, ch. 541, 1 Supp., 927. 

Note. — The appropriation tor the salary of a Fourth Assistant Postmaster- 
General has been repeated in every subsequent appropriation act. 



Sec. 4. 

There shall be employed in the Post-Office Department one Assistant 
Attorney-General, who snail be appointed by the Postmaster-General, and shall 
be entitled to a salary of four thousand dollars a year. 

R. S., sec. 390. 

Note. — Under recent appropriation acts the Assistant Attorney-General 
receives a salary of $4,500 per annum. 



Sec. 5. 

That there shall be appointed by the President, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, a purchasing agent for the Post-Office Department, who 
shall hold office for four years unless sooner removed by the President, and who 
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1 dent, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 

2 and who shall hold office until removed for cause and who 

3 shall give bond to the United States in such sum as the 

4 Postmaster-General may determine. 

5 Sec. 6. There shall be in the Post-Office Department a 

6 board, to be known as the Commission of Postal Appeals, 

7 which shall consist of three members, to be appointed by the 

8 President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate. 

9 The Commissioners first appointed under this Act shall con- 

10 tinue in office for the term of two, four, and six years, respec- 

11 tively, from the first day of July, nineteen hundred and nine, 

12 the term of each to be designated by the President; but their 

13 successors shall be appointed for terms of six years, except that 

14 any person chosen to fill a vacancy shall be appointed only for 

15 the unexpired term of the Commissioner whom he shall suc- 

16 ceed. 

17 Sec. 7. At least one member of said Commission shall be 

18 a person learned in the law and a member of five years' stand- 

19 ing of the bar of the highest court of some State or Territory 

20 of the United States or the District of Columbia. No vacancy 

21 in the Commission shall impair the right of the remaining 

22 Commissioners to exercise all the powers of the Commission; 

23 and a majority of the Commissioners shall constitute a 

24 quorum for the transaction of business. Any Commissioner 

25 may administer oaths and affirmations. Said Commission 

26 shall adopt and have a seal which shall be judicially noticed. 
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shall receive an annual salary of four thousand dollars, give bond to the United 
States in such sum as the Postmaster-General may determine, and report direct 
to the Postmaster General; and who shall, under such regulations not incon- 
sistent with existing law, as the Postmaster-General shall prescribe, and subject 
to his direction andcontrol, have supervision of all purchase of all supplies for 
the postal service. 

1904. Apr. 29, ch. 1759, 33 Stat. L., 440. 
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1 Sec. 8. The principal office of the Commission shall 

2 be in the city of Washington, where its general sessions 

3 shall be held, but whenever the convenience of the public 

4 or the parties may be promoted or delay or expense pre- 

5 vented thereby the Commission may, with the approval 

6 of the Postmaster-General, hold special sessions in any part 

7 of the United States. It may, by one or more of the 

8 Commissioners, prosecute any inquiry necessary to its duties, 

9 in any part of the United States, into any matter or question 

10 of fact pertaining to any subject under investigation by or 

11 pending before it. 

12 Sec. 9. Before entering upon their duties and before 

13 they shall receive any salary, the Postmaster-General, and 

14 all persons employed in the postal service, shall, respectively, 

15 take and subscribe before some magistrate or other compe- 

16 tent officer authorized to administer oaths by the laws of 

17 of the United States or of any State or Territory, the follow- 

18 ing oath or affirmation: 

19 I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully 

20 perform all the duties required of me and abstain from 

21 everything forbidden by the laws in relation to the estab- 

22 lishment of post-offices and post-roads within the United 

23 States; and that I will honestly and truly account for and 

24 pay over any money belonging to the said United States 
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Sec. 9. 

Before entering upon the duties, and before they shall receive any salary, 
the Postmaster-General, and all persons employed in the postal service, shall, 
respectively, take and subscribe before some magistrate or other competent 
officer authorized to administer oaths by the laws of the United States, or of 
any State or Territory, the following oath or affirmation : 

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully perform all the duties 
required of me and abstain from everything forbidden by the laws in relation 
to the establishment of post-offices and post-roads within the United States; 
and that I will honestly and truly account for and pay over any money be- 
longing to the said United States which may come into my possession or con- 
trol ; and I also further swear (or affirm) that I will support the Constitution 
of the United States. So help me God. 

1874, Mar. 5, ch. 46; 1 Supp., 5. 

The oath of office required dv either of the two preceding sections (R. S., 
sees. 1756 and 1757) * * * (see act of May 13, 1884) may be taken before 
any officer who is authorized either by the laws of the United States or by the 
local municipal law to administer oaths in the State, Territory, or District 
where such oath may be administered. 

R. S., sec. 1758. 

The oath to be taken by any person elected or appointed to any office of 
honor or profit * * * in tSe civil * * * service * * * shall be 
as prescribed in section seventeen hundred and fifty-seven of the Revised 
Statutes. 

1884, May 13, ch. 46, sec. 2, 1 Supp., 428. 

Before entering upon the duties of his office, and before he shall receive 
any salary, the Postmaster-General and each of the persons employed in the 
postal service shall, respectively, take and subscribe, before some magistrate or 
other competent officer, the following oath : " I, A. B., do solemnly swear (or 
affirm) that I will faithfullv perform all the duties required of me and abstain 
from everything forbidden by the laws in relation to the establishment of post- 
offices and post-reads within the United States ; and that I will honestly and 
truly account for and pay over any money belonging to the said United States 
which may come into my possession or control. So help me God." (See act 
June 8, 1872, ch. 335, sec. 15, 17 Stat., 287.) 

R. S., sec. 391. 
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1 which may come into my possession or control; and I also 

2 further swear (or affirm) that I will support the Constitu- 

3 tion of the United States. So help me God. 

4 Sec. 10. Any officer, civil or military, holding a com- 

5 mission under the United States is authorized to administer 

6 and certify the oath prescribed by the preceding section. 

7 Sec. 11. The Postmaster-General shall be entitled to a 

8 salary of twelve thousand dollars a year, to be paid monthly. 

9 Sec. 12. The hereinafter-named officers of the Post- 
10 Office Department shall be entitled, respectively, to the fol- 

11 lowing salaries, which shall be paid monthly: 

12 The Director of Posts, ten thousand dollars a year. 

13 Each Assistant Director, six thousand dollars a year. 

14 The Assistant Attorney-General for the Post-Office De- 

15 partment, five thousand dollars a year. 

16 The Purchasing Agent, four thousand dollars a year. 

17 The Chief Inspector, four thousand dollars a year. 

18 Each Commissioner of Appeals, five thousand dollars a 

19 year. 

20 Sec. 13. The Postmaster-General shall have general 

21 supervision and control over the business of the Post-Office 

22 Department and postal service and the execution of all laws 

23 relative thereto. 

24 Sec. 14. All officers and employees of the Post-Office * 

25 Department and the postal service whose appointment is not 
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(The) oath (of office) or affirmation (required by the act of March 5, 
1874) may be taken before any officer, civil or military, holding a commission 
under the United States, and such officer is hereby authorized to administer 
and certify such oath or affirmation. 

1874, Mar. 5, ch. 46; 1 Supp., 5. 

Sec. 10. 

Any officer, civil or military, holding a commission under the United 
States, is authorized to administer and certify the oath prescribed by the pre- 
ceding section. 

E. S., sec. 392. 
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1 vested in the President, by and with the advice and consent 

2 of the Senate, shall be appointed and commissioned by the 

3 Postmaster-General. 

4 Seo. 15. The Postmaster-General shall keep the seal 

5 heretofore adopted for his department, which shall be affixed 

6 to all commissions of postmasters and others and used to au- 

7 thenticate all transcriptions and copies which may be re- 

8 quired from his department. 

9 Sec. 16. The Postmaster-General may prescribe regu- 

10 lations, not inconsistent with law, for the government of the 

11 Post-Office Department and the postal service, the conduct of 

12 the officers, clerks, and other persons employed therein, the 

13 distribution and performance of the business thereof, the cus- 

14 tody, use, and preservation of the records, papers, and prop- 

15 erty thereto appertaining, and for carrying this Act fully into 

16 effect. Such regulations shall be issued through the Director 

17 of Posts and when countersigned by him shall be in force. 

18 Sec. 17. All reports made by or in behalf of the Post- 
19 Office Department and the postal service to the Congress and 

20 all communications addressed to the President shall be made 

21 by the Postmaster-General or the Acting Postmaster-General 

22 for the time being. 

23 Sec. 18. The Postmaster-General shall in person or by 

24 deputy as hereinafter provided — 

25 First. Control, according to law and subject to the set- 
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Sec. 15. 

The Postmaster-General shall keep the seal heretofore adopted for his 
department, which shall be affixed to all commissions of postmasters and 
others, and used to authenticate all transcripts and copies which may be re- 
quired from his department. 

E. S., sec. 395. 



Sec. 16. 

The head of each department is authorized to prescribe regulations, not 
inconsistent with law, for the government of his department, the conduct of its 
officers and clerks, the distribution and performance of its business, and the 
custody, use, and preservation of the records, papers, and property appertain- 
ing to it. 

R. S., sec. 101. 



Sec. 18. 

It shall be the duty of the Postmaster-General: 

********** 

(6) To control, according to law and subject to the settlement of the 
Auditor for the Post-Office Department, all expenses incident to the service of 
the department. 

(7) To superintend the disposal of the moneys of the department. 
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1 tlement of the Auditor for the Post-Office Department, all 

2 expenses incident to the services of the Department; 

3 Second. Superintend the disposal of the moneys of the 

4 Department; 

5 Third. Direct the manner in which balances shall be 

6 paid over; and 

7 Fourth. Issue warrants to cover money into the Treas- 

8 ury and to pay out the same. 

9 Seo. 19. For the purpose of making better postal ar- 

10 rangements with foreign countries or to counteract their ad- 

11 verse measures affecting our postal intercourse with them, the 

12 Postmaster-General, by and with the advice and consent of 

13 the President, may negotiate and conclude postal conven- 

14 tions, and may reduce or increase the rates of postage on 

15 mail matter conveyed between the United States and foreign 

16 countries. 

17 Sec. 20. The Postmaster-General shall transmit a copy 

18 of each postal convention concluded with foreign govern- 

19 ments to the Secretary of State, who shall furnish a copy of 

20 the same to the Public Printer for publication; and the 

21 printed proof sheets of all such conventions shall be revised 

22 at the Post-Office Department. 

23 Sec. 21. The action of the Post-Office Department 

24 respecting foreign dead letters shall be subject to conven- 

25 tional stipulations with their respective foreign administra- 

26 tions. 
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(8) To direct the manner in which balances shall be paid over; issue war- 
rants to cover money into the Treasury, and to pay out the same. 
R. S.j sec. 



Sec. 19. 

For the purpose of making better postal arrangements with foreign coun- 
tries, or to counteract their adverse measures affecting our postal intercourse 
with them, the Postmaster-General, by and with the advice and consent of the 
President, may negotiate and conclude postal treaties or conventions, and may 
reduce or increase the rates of postage on mail matter conveyed between the 
United States and foreign countries. 

R. S., sec. 



Sec. 20. 

The Postmaster-General shall transmit a copy of each postal convention 
concluded with foreign governments to the Secretary of State, who shall 
furnish a copy of the same to the congressional printer for publication; and 
the printed proof sheets of all such conventions shall be revised at the Post- 
Office Department. 

R. S., sec. 399. 



Sec. 21. 

The action of the Post-Office Department respecting foreign dead letters 
shall be subject to conventional stipulations with the respective foreign admin- 
istrations. 

R. S., sec. 401. 
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1 Sec. 22. It shall be the duty of the Director of Posts, 

2 subject to the general supervisory powers of the Postmaster- 

3 General — 

4 First. To establish and discontinue post-offices. 

5 Second. To instruct and direct all persons in the postal 

6 service with reference to their duties. 

7 Third. To decide on the forms of all official papers. 

8 Fourth. To prescribe the manner of keeping and stating 

9 accounts. 

10 Fifth. To enforce the prompt rendition of returns rela- 

11 tive to accounts. 

12 Sixth. To exercise, as the deputy of the Postmaster- 

13 General, such powers with respect to the control of the ex- 

14 penses of the service of the Department, the disposal of its 

15 moneys and the issue of warrants for the deposit or pay- 

16 ment of the same as the Postmaster-General shall designate. 

17 Seventh. To manage and conduct generally the business 

18 of the Post-Office Department and administer all laws rela- 

19 tive to the postal service. 

20 Sec. 23. The business conducted by the Post-Office 

21 Department and the postal service, exclusive of that assigned 

22 to the Assistant Attorney-General for the Post-Office Depart- 

23 ment, the purchasing agent and the chief inspector, shall 

24 be divided among seven bureaus under the charge respect- 

25 ively, of the seven Assistant Directors herein provided for, 

Digitized by 



Google 



17 

Sec. 22. 

It shall be the duty of the Postmaster-General: 

(1} To establish and discontinue post-offices. 

(2) To instruct all persons in the postal service with reference to their 
duties. 

(3) To decide on the forms of all official papers. 

(4} To prescribe the manner of keeping and stating accounts. 

(5) To enforce the prompt rendition or returns relative to accounts. 

(6) To control, according to law and subject to the settlement of the 
Auditor for the Poet-Office Department, all expenses incident to the service 
of the department. 

(7) To superintend the disposal of the moneys of the department 

(8) To direct the manner in which balances shall be paid over; issue 
warrants to cover monev into the Treasury, and to pay out the same. 

(0) To superintend generally the business of the department and execute 
all laws relative to the postal service. 
R. S., sec. 396. 
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1 and shall be assigned and distributed among said bureaus, 

2 by order of the Postmaster-General, upon the recommends 

3 tion of the Director of Posts, as nearly as may be in 

4 accordance with the following plan: 

5 Bureau of Post-Offices : All business appertaining to — 

6 First. The appointment of the postmasters and the 

7 supervision of the operation of post-offices. 

8 Second. The money-order system. 

9 Third. The registered mail. 

10 Fourth. The city free delivery system. 

11 Fifth. The rural free delivery system. 

12 Sixth. The allotments of allowances for rent, fuel, light, 

13 clerical assistants, and miscellaneous expenses. 

14 Seventh. The superintendence of departmental buildings. 

15 Bureau of Transportation: All business appertaining 

16 to the transportation of the mails, including — 

17 First. The making of all contracts for the transportation 

18 of the mails. 

19 Second. The transportation of foreign mails, both outgo- 

20 ing and incoming, and the territorial transit of foreign mails 

21 across the United States, and the maritime transportation 

22 to countries beyond, and the maritime and territorial transit 

23 of the United States mail across foreign countries. 

24 Third. The arrangement of all routes for transportation 

25 of mails on star routes, steamboat, railway, electric or cable 
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1 lines, screen wagon, pneumatic tube and mail messenger 

2 service, and the adjustment of compensation for the same, 

3 and the determination of the fines and deductions in respect 

4 thereof. 

5 Fourth. The maintenance and operation of the railway 

6 mail service, and the management of railway and other 

7 moving post-offices. 

8 Bureau of Mail Matter: All business appertaining to — 

9 First. The examination and determination, at the request 

10 of or on appeal from postmasters or otherwise, of questions 

11 as to the classification of mail matter, including postage 

12 chargeable thereon, and the use of penalty envelopes and 

13 the franking privilege. 

14 Second. The preparation of regulations, orders and circu- 

15 lars of instruction in respect of the construction and appli- 

16 cation of the statutes relating to mail matter and rates of 

17 postage. 

18 Third. The investigation, examination and decision, sub- 

19 ject to the appellate powers of the Commission of Postal 

21 Appeals, of all applications for admission to the second class 

20 of mail matter, and all questions incidental to the exercise 

22 of the second class mailing privilege and the preparation for 

23 submission to said Commission by the law officers of all cases 

24 of proposed exclusion from the second class. 

25 Fourth. The administration, subject to the powers of the 
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1 Commission of Postal Appeals, of the statutes relating to the 

2 use of the mails in connection with any lottery, gift enter- 

3 prise, or similar scheme or other scheme or device for 

4 obtaining money or property by means of false or fraudu- 

5 lent pretenses, representations, or promises. 

6 Fifth. The disposition of unclaimed, request, and dead 

7 letters and the contents thereof. 

8 Bureau of Appointments : All business appertaining 

9 to— 

10 First The appointment of all clerks and employees in the 

11 Post-Office Department and the postal service, the prepara- 

12 tion of bonds for postmasters and other bonded officers, and 

13 the issuing of commissions. 

14 , Second. The keeping and the custody of the records re- 

15 lating to appointments and bonds. 

16 Bureau of Finance : All business appertaining to — 

17 First. The keeping of accounts with the Treasurer and 

18 Assistant Treasurers of the United States and the national 

19 bank depositaries. 

20 Second. Transfer of funds from one depository to another 

21 and the drawing and issuing of transfer drafts for the same. 

22 . Third. The drawing and issuing of all pay and receipt 

23 warrants. 

24 Fourth. The drawing of requisitions on the Treasurer of 

25 the United States for deficiency grants. 
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1 Fifth. The drawing and issuing of all pay warrants and 

2 other warrants of disbursement. 

3 Sixth. The purchase and sale of exchange for balance 

4 owing to and by foreign countries. 

5 Bureau of Accounts : All business appertaining to- 
ft First. The examination and administrative audit of post- 

7 master's accounts. 

8 Second. The examination and administrative audit of all 

9 payments by warrants originating in the several bureaus of 

10 the department and the keeping of voucher records thereof. 

11 Third. The examination and administrative audit of ac- 

12 counts of miscellaneous receipts. 

13 Fourth. The keeping of books of accounts of all expendi- 

14 tures made under appropriation. 

15 Fifth. The preparation of all estimates for appropriations 

16 and other statements for submission to Congress. 

17 Sixth. The authorization and revision of forms of ac- 

18 counts, cost sheets and other forms incidental to the financial 

19 operations of the department and the postal service. 

20 Seventh. The preparation and compilation of statistics re- 

21 lating to the operations of the department and the postal 

22 service. 

23 Eighth. The formulation and keeping of cost accounts, 

24 showing the allocation and distribution of the expenses of 

25 the service. 
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1 (9) The keeping of general books of account showing 

2 the financial operations of the department and the postal 

3 service, and the preparation of monthly statements indicating 

4 the financial conditions thereof. 

5 Bureau of Supplies : All business appertaining to — 

6 First. The issue and redemption of stamps and stamped 

7 paper. 

8 Second. The maintenance of equipment. 

9 Third. The custody and issuance of supplies for the 

10 Post-Office Department and the postal service, and the 

11 maintenance of depots for the same. 

12 Fourth. The preparation, compilation, revision, and dis- 

13 tribution of postal maps and maps of post routes, rural free 

14 delivery routes, and other maps necessary for the service. 

15 Sec. 24. It shall be the duty of the purchasing agent, 

16 under the immediate direction and control of the Director of 

17 Posts, to transact all business appertaining, under the pro- 

18 visions of law and the regulations of the Department, to the 

19 purchase of supplies for the Post-Office Department and the 

20 postal service. 

21 Seo. 25. It shall be the duty of the Assistant Attor- 

22 ney-General for the Post-Office Department — 

23 First. To prepare and conduct, in person or by deputy, 

24 before the Commission of Postal Appeals: (a) all cases of 

25 appeal upon applications for admission to the second class of 
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1 mail matter; (b) all proceedings for the suspension, annul- 

2 ment, or revocation of the second-class mailing privilege; 

3 (c) all cases arising under the statutes forbidding the use of 

4 the mails in connection with any lottery, gift enterprise, or 

5 similar scheme, or scheme or device for obtaining money or 

6 property by means of false pretenses, representations, or 

7 promises. 

8 Second. And generally to act as the law officer of the 

9 department and to perform such other duties of a legal nature 

10 as may be required from time to time by the Postmaster- 

11 General. 

12 Sec. 26. The Postmaster-General shall appoint a Chief 

13 Inspector, at an annual salary of four thousand dollars, pay- 

14 able monthly, whose duty it shall be to transact, under the 

15 immediate direction and control of the Director of Posts, all 

1 6 business appertaining to — 

17 First. The investigation of complaints with regard to 

18 the mail. 

19 Second. The inspection of free delivery service. 

20 Third. The investigation of cases of improper use of the 

21 mail; violations of the postal laws; complaints against post- 
22 masters and other employees, and report thereon to the 

23 proper bureaus for action. 

24 Fourth. The investigation of money-order offices, and 

25 of irregularities in money-order matters. 
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1 Fifth. The investigation of depredations. 

2 Sixth. The investigation as to bonds given by post- 

3 masters. 

4 Seventh. The collection of balances due by retiring or 

5 delinquent postmasters. 

6 Eighth. The investigation, at the request of the Assist- 

7 ant Director of Post-Offices, of the facts concerning the ad- 

8 visability of the establishment, discontinuance, or change in 

9 the name of a post-office. 

10 Ninth. The investigation, at the request of the Assistant 

11 Director of Post-Offices, of the facts concerning proposed 

12 rural free delivery routes. 

13 Tenth. The investigation and report upon any matter 

14 relating to the Post-Office Department or the postal service 

15 requested by the Postmaster-General or the Director of 

16 Posts. 

17 Eleventh. The investigation, at the request of the head 

18 of any bureau, of any matter relating to the administration 

19 of that bureau. 

20 Sec. 27. It shall be the duty of the Postmaster-General, 

21 by standing order or otherwise, to call together in confer- 

22 ence with him, at least once a week from October to June, 

23 or oftener in his discretion, the Director of Posts and the 

24 Assistant Directors for consultation respecting the adminis- 

25 tration of the Department, the operation of the postal 
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1 service, and the adoption of mechanical and other devices 

2 relative thereto. 

3 Sec. 28. In case of the death, resignation, absence, or 

4 sickness of the Postmaster-General the Director of Posts 

5 shall, unless otherwise directed by the President, as provided 

6 in section thirty-one of this Act, perform the duties of the 

7 Postmaster-General until a successor is appointed or such 

8 absence or sickness shall cease. If for any cause the Di- 

9 rector of Posts is unable to act and no direction is made by 

10 the President as aforesaid, such duties shall be performed for 

11 the time being by the Assistant Director of Post-Offices, or 

12 in the event of his disability by the assistant director of 

13 transportation, and so on successively, in case of the dis- 

14 ability of the preceding officers, by the next assistant director 

15 in the order in which the bureaus in their charge are men- 

16 tioned in section three of this Act. 

17 Sec. 29. In case of the death, resignation, removal, ab- 

18 sence, or sickness of the Director of Posts, his duties shall be 

19 performed, until a successor is appointed, or such absence or 

20 sickness shall cease, by such assistant director as may be 

21 designated by the Postmaster-General. 

22 Sec. 30. In case of the death, resignation, removal, ab- 

23 sence, or sickness of any assistant director or the purchasing 

24 agent, then the chief clerk of the bureau of which said assist- 

25 ant director or purchasing agent is in charge shall, unless 
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. Sec. 28. 

In case of the death, resignation, absence or sickness of the head of any 
•department, the first or sole assistant thereof shall, unless otherwise directed by 
the President, as provided by section one hundred and seventy-nine (R. S.), 
perform the duties of such head until a successor is appointed or such absence 
or sickness shall cease. 

R. S., sec. 117. 

Note. — Pursuant to the authority conferred by section 179 of the Revised 
Statutes, the Second Assistant Postmaster-General is authorized and directed to 
perform the duties of the Postmaster-General whenever and so long as he and 
the First Assistant Postmaster-General shall both be absent or sick; and the 
Third Assistant Postmaster-General is authorized and directed to perform the 
duties of Postmaster-General whenever and so long as he and the First and 
Second Assistant Postmasters-General shall be absent or sick. And the Fourth 
Assistant Postmaster-General is authorized and directed to perform the duties 
of Postmaster-General whenever and so long as he and the First, Second, and 
Third Assistant Postmasters-General shall be absent or sick. 

Executive Order Jan. 6, 1893. 



Sec. 30. 

In case of death, resignation, absence, or sickness of the chief of any 
bureau, or of any officer thereof, whose appointment is not vested in the head 
of the department, the assistant or deputy of such chief or of such officer, or if 
there be none, then the chief clerk of such bureau, shall, unless otherwise 
directed by the President ? as provided by section one hundred and seventy-nine 
(R. S.), perform the duties of such chief or of such officer until a successor is 
appointed or such absence or sickness shall cease. 

R. S., sec. 178. 
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1 otherwise directed by the President, as provided in section 

2 thirty-one, perform the duties of such assistant director or 

3 purchasing agent until a successor is appointed or such 

4 absence or sickness shall cease. 

5 Seo. 31. In any of the cases mentioned in the three 

6 preceding sections the President may, in his discretion, au- 

7 thorize and direct the head of any other department or any 

8 other officer in any department, whose appointment is vested 

9 in the President, by and with the advice and consent of the 

10 Senate, to perform the duties of the vacant office until a suc- 

11 cessor is appointed or the sickness or absence of the incum- 

12 bent ceases. 

13 Seo. 32. In case of the death, resignation, removal, ab- 

14 sence, or sickness of the Assistant Attorney-General for the 

15 Post-Office Department, the duties of his office shall be per- 

16 formed by the assistant attorney for the Post-Office De- 

17 partment, or in case the latter is unable to act, by the assist- 

18 ant attorney next in rank. 

19 Seo. 33. Any officer performing the duties of another 

20 office during a vacancy, as authorized by the last preceding 

21 five sections, shall not be entitled, by reason thereof, to any 

22 other compensation than that attached to his proper office. 
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Sec. 81. 

In any of the cases mentioned in the two preceding sections (R. S., sees. 
177 and 178) ♦ ♦ ♦ the President may, in his discretion, authorize and 
direct the head of any other department or any other officer in either depart- 
ment, whose appointment is vested in the President, by and with the advice 
and consent oi the Senate, to perform the duties of the vacant office until a 
successor is appointed, or the sickness or absence of the incumbent shall cease. 

R. S., sec. 179. 



Sec. 32. 

An officer performing the duties of another office, during a vacancy, as 
authorized by sections one hundred and seventy-seven, one hundred and 
seventy-eight, and one hundred and seventy-nine (R. S.), is not by reason 
thereof entitled to any other compensation than that attached to his proper 
office. 

R. S., sec. 182. 
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1 
2 



Chapter Two. 
btjeeau organization and clerical force. 



Sec. 

46. Detail of clerks from postal service to 

department forbidden. 

47. Civil pension roll, or similar roll, for- 

bidden. 

48. Annual and sick leave. 

49. Pay of absent employees shall stop upon 

expiration of leave granted. 

50. Hours of service. 

51. Extension of hours of service. 

52. Report of inefficient employees. 

53. Who may administer oaths of office. 

54. Fees for administering oaths forbidden. 

55. Failure to take oath. 

56. Authority to employ clerks and other 

employees. 

57. No extra allowance to acting officers. 

58. Duties of the chief clerk. 

59. Method of paying salaries of depart- 

mental employees. 



See. 

34. Heads of bureaus immediately responsi- 

ble to Director of Posts. 

35. Heads of bureaus to have general man- 

agement of the business thereof, with 
power to assign clerical force. 

36. Heads of bureaus to depute routine busi- 

ness to superintendents of divisions. 

37. Division superintendents and clerks. 

38. Traveling accountants. 

39. Inspectors. 

40. Superintendent of inspectors to be al- 

lowed traveling expenses. 

41. Inspectors disbursing public money to 

give bond. 

42. Inspectors empowered to administer 

oaths. 

43. Bureau, division, and district heads may 

be designated as inspectors. 

44. Per diem allowances to employees of de- 

partment. 

45. Postmaster-General may alter distribu- 

tion of employees. 



3 Sec 34. Each Assistant Director and the purchasing 

4 agent shall be immediately responsible to the Directoi; of 

5 Posts for the efficient administration of the business of the 

6 bureau in his charge. 

7 Sec 35. Each Assistant Director, subject to the con- 

8 trol, direction, and supervision of the Director of Posts, 

9 shall have general management of the business of his 

10 bureau, and authority, except where otherwise provided 

11 by law, to divide the clerical force thereof into such 

12 divisions and sections and assign thereto such duties as may 

13 best facilitate the work under his charge. 
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1 Seo. 36, Each Assistant Director shall have power 

2 by general order, to be approved by the Director of Posts, 

3 to designate what shall be deemed to be routine business 

4 in the several divisions of his bureau, and to depute to the 

5 superintendents of such divisions authority to sign all docu- 

6 ments relating to such business. 

7 Sec. 37. There shall be in the Post-Office Department, 

8 in the office of the Postmaster-General: 

9 One chief clerk, at a salary of three thousand dollars a 

10 year. 

11 One assistant to the chief clerk, at a salary of two thou- 

12 sand dollars a year. 

13 One private secretary, at a salary of two thousand five 

14 hundred dollars a year. 

15 In the office of the Director of Posts : 

16 One chief clerk, at a salary of three thousand dollars a 

17 year. 

18 One assistant to the chief clerk, at a salary of two thou- 

19 sand five hundred dollars a year. 

20 One private secretary, at a salary of two thousand five 

21 hundred dollars a year. 

22 In the Bureau of Post-Offices: 

23 One chief clerk and superintendent of the Post-Office 

24 Department buildings, at a salary of three thousand dollars 

25 a year. 



Digitized by 



Google 



39 



Sec. 37. 

There shall be in the Post-Office Department: 

One chief clerk, at a salary of two thousand two hundred dollars a year. 

One superintendent of the post-office building and disbursing clerk, at a 
salary of two thousand three hundred dollars a year. 

One topographer, at a salary of two thousand five hundred dollars a 
year. 

One stenographer, at a salary of one thousand eight hundred dollars 
a year. 

One messenger to the Postmaster-General, at a salary of nine hundred dol- 
lars a year. 

One captain of the watch, at a salary of one thousand dollars a year. 

One engineer, at a salary of one thousand six hundred dollars a year. 

One assistant engineer, at a salary of one thousand dollars a year. 

One carpenter, at a salary of one thousand two hundred and fifty-two dol- 
lars a year. 

One assistant carpenter, at a salary of one thousand dollars a year. 

One fireman and blacksmith, at a salary of nine hundred dollars a year. 

Two firemen, at a salary of seven hundred and twenty dollars a year each. 

Three female laborers, at a salary of four hundred and eighty dollars a 
year each. 

In the office of the money-order system : 

One superintendent, at a salary of four thousand dollars a year. 

One chief clerk, at a salary of two thousand dollars a year. 

In the office of foreign mails: 

One superintendent, at a salary of four thousand dollars a year. 

One chief clerk, at a salary of two thousand dollars a year. * 

In the dead-letter office: 

One chief of division, at a salary of two thousand five hundred dollars 
a year. 

In the office of mail depredations: 

One chief of division, at a salary of two thousand five hundred dollars 
a year. 

In the office of the blank agency : 

One superintendent, at a salary of one thousand eight hundred dollars 
a year. 

One assistant superintendent, at a salary of one thousand six hundred 
dollars a year. 

Four assistants, at a salary of one thousand two hundred dollars a year 
each. 

In the office of each of the Assistant Postmasters-General. 

One chief clerk, at a salary of two thousand dollars a year. 

R. S., 393. 

The act of March 3, 1901, making appropriations for the legislative, execu- 
tive, and judicial expenses of the Government, and the act of March 3, 1901, 
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1 One superintendent, division of post-offices, at a salary 

2 of three thousand dollars a year. 

3 One superintendent, division of money orders, at a sal- 

4 ary of three thousand five hundred dollars a year. 

5 One chief clerk, division of money orders, at a salary of 

6 two thousand two hundred and fifty dollars a year. 

7 One superintendent, division of registered mail, at a sal- 

8 ary of two thousand five hundred dollars a year. 

9 Six assistant superintendents, division of registered mail r 

10 at a salary of two thousand dollars each a year. 

11 One superintendent, division of city delivery, at a 

12 salary of three thousand dollars a year. 

13 One assistant superintendent, division of city delivery* 

14 at a salary of two thousand dollars a year. 

15 One superintendent, division of rural delivery, at a 

16 salary of three thousand dollars a } 7 ear. 

17 One assistant superintendent, division of rural delivery r 

18 at a salary of two thousand dollars a year. 

19 One superintendent, division of allowances, at a salary 

20 of three thousand dollars a year. 

21 Eleven assistant superintendents, division of allow- 

22 ances, at a salary of two thousand dollars a year each. 

23 One voucher clerk, at a salary of two thousand dollars 

24 a year. 

25 In the Bureau of Transportation: 
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making appropriations for the service of the Post-Office Department, provide 
for the following officers in the Post-Office Department: 

In the office of the Postmaster-General : 

Chief clerk. 

Private secretary to the Postmaster-General. 

Appointment clerk. 

Disbursing clerk and superintendent of buildings. 

Topographer. 

In the office of the Assistant Attorney-General for the Post-Office De- 
partment : 

Assistant attorney. 

In the office of the First Assistant Postmaster-General: 

Chief clerk. 

Superintendent of the Money-Order System. 

Chief Clerk of the Money-Order System. 

General superintendent of "Free Delivery. 

Superintendent City-Delivery Service. 

Three assistant superintendents City-Delivery Service. 

Superintendent of the Dead-Letter Office. 

Chief clerk of the Dead-Letter Office. 

General superintendent of Salaries and Allowances. 

Assistant superintendent of Salaries and Allowances. 

Five assistant superintendents Salary and Allowance Division. 

Superintendent of Post-Office Supplies. 

Assistant superintendent of Post-Office Supplies. 

Chief of Correspondence Division. 

In the Office of the Second Assistant Postmaster- General: 

Chief clerk. 

Superintendent of Railway Adjustment. 

Chief of Contract Division. 

Chief of Division of Inspection. 

Chief of Mail Equipment Division. 

General Superintendent Railway Mail Service. 

Assistant General Superintendent Railway Mail Service. 

Chief clerk Office of General Superintendent. 

Superintendent of Foreign Mails. 

Chief clerk of Foreign Mails. 

In the Office of the Third Assistant Postmaster-General : 

Chief clerk. 

Superintendent of System of Postal Finance. 

Superintendent of Postage- Stamp Supplies and Postmasters' Accounts. 

Superintendent of the Registry System. 

Six assistant superintendents of the Registry System. 

Chief of Classification Division. 

Chief of Redemption Division. 

Chief of Files and Records Division. 

In the Office of the Fourth Assistant Postmaster-General : 

Chief clerk. 

Chief Post-Office Inspector. 

Chief clerk of (Division of Post-Office Inspectors and Mail Depredations). 

Chief of Appointment Division. 

Chief of Bond Division. 

Mar. 3, 1901, ch. 830, 31 Stat. L., 1003. 

Mar. 3, 1901, ch. 831, 31 Stat. L., 1103. 

See R. S., U. S., sees. 393, 394, 400. 

The act of June 22, 1906, making appropriations for the legislative, 
executive, and judicial expenses of the Government, and the act of June 26, 
1906, making appropriations for the service of the Post-Office Department, 
provide for the following officers in the Post-Office Department: 

In the Office of the Postmaster-General: 

Chief Clerk and Superintendent of Post-Office Department building. 

Private secretary to the Postmaster-General. 
64275—08 C 
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1 One chief clerk, at a salary of two thousand five hun- 

2 dred dollars a year. 

3 One superintendent, division of contracts, at a salary 

4 of two thousand dollars a year. 

5 One superintendent, division of railway adjustments, at 

6 a salary of two thousand seven hundred and fifty dollars a 

7 year. 

8 One assistant superintendent, and law clerk, division 

9 of railway adjustments, at a salary of two thousand five 

10 hundred dollars a year. 

11 One superintendent, division of inspection, at a salary 

12 of two thousand dollars a year. 

13 One superintendent, Division of Foreign Mails, at a 

14 salary of three thousand dollars a year. 

15 One chief clerk, Division of Foreign Mails, at a salary of 

16 two thousand dollars a year. 

17 One general superintendent, Division of Bailway Mail 

18 Service, at a salary of four thousand dollars a year. 

19 One assistant general superintendent, Division of Rail- 

20 way Mail Service, at a salary of three thousand five hundred 

21 dollars a year. 

22 One chief clerk, Division of Eailway Mail Service, to be 

23 employed in the Post-Office Department, at a salary of two 

24 thousand dollars a year. 
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Disbursing clerk. 

Appointment clerk. 

Clerk, assistant to chief clerk. 

Chief inspector. 

Chief clerk to Chief Inspector. 

Purchasing agent. 

Chief clerk to Purchasing agent. 

Assistant attorney. 

Assistant attorney. 

Law clerk. 

In the office of the First Assistant Postmaster-General : 

Chief clerk. 

Superintendent Division of Salaries and Allowances. 

Assistant superintendent Division of Salaries and Allowances. 

Chief Division of Correspondence. 

Chief Division of Appointments. 

Chief Division of Bonds and Commissions. 

Superintendent Division of City Delivery. 

Assistant superintendent Division of City Delivery. 

In the office of the Second Assistant Postmaster-General : 

Chief clerk. 

Superintendent Division of Railway Adjustments. 

Assistant superintendent Division of Railway Adjustments and law clerk. 

Superintendent Division of Foreign Mails. 

Assistant superintendent Division of Foreign Mails, with headquarters in 
New York, N. Y. 

Chief clerk Division of Foreign Mails. 

Chief Division of Contracts. 

Chief Division of Mail Equipment. 

General Superintendent Railway Mail Service. 

Assistant General Superintendent Railway Mail Service. 

Chief clerk office of General Superintendent Railway Mail Service. 

Assistant chief clerk office of General Superintendent Railway Mail Service. 

In the office of the Third Assistant Postmaster-General : 

Chief clerk. 

Superintendent Division of Stamps. 

Superintendent Division of Finance. 

Assistant superintendent Division of Fnance. 

Superintendent Division of Classification. 

Four special agents, Division of Classification. 

Chief Division of Redemption. 

Superintendent Division of Registered Mails. 

Six assistant superintendents, Division of Registered Mails. 

Superintendent Division of Money Orders. 

Chief clerk to superintendent Division of Money Orders. 

In the office of the Fourth Assistant Postmaster-General : 

Chief clerk. 

Superintendent Division of Rural Delivery. 

Assistant superintendent Division of Rural Delivery. 

Superintendent Division of Dead Letters. 

Superintendent Division of Supplies. 

Assistant superintendent Division of Supplies. 

Topographer. 

A. *wi stant tono^ranher 

1906, June 26, ch. 3546; 34 Stat. L., 436, 437, 438, 439, 467-478. 

See R. S., sees. 393, 394, 400; 1906, June 22, ch. 3514. 

The Postmaster-General may appoint two agents to superintend the rail- 
way postal service, each of whom shall be paid out of the appropriation for 
the transportation of the mail a salary at the rate of two thousand nve hundred 
dollars a year, with an allowance for traveling and incidental expenses while 
actively employed in the service of not more than five dollars a aay; and the 
Auditor for the Post -Office Department shall charge to the appropriation for 
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1 Said general superintendent, assistant general superin- 

2 tendent, and chief clerk shall, in addition to their salaries, be 

3 paid their necessary and actual expenses while traveling on 

4 the business of the department, and such salaries and ex- 

5 penses shall be paid out of the appropriation for the Railway 

6 Mail Service. 

7 Bureau of Appointments : 

8 One chief clerk, at a salary of two thousand five hundred 

9 dollars a year. 

10 Three superintendents of division, at a salary each of 

11 two thousand dollars a year. 

12 One registrar of bonds, at a salary of two thousand dol- 

13 lars a year. 

14 One voucher clerk, at a salary of two thousand dollars 

15 a vear. 

16 Bureau of Mail Matter: 

17 One chief clerk, at a salary of two thousand five 

18 hundred dollars a year. ' 

19 One superintendent, Division of Classification, at a 

20 salary of two thousand seven hundred and fifty dollars a 

21 year. 

22 Four special assistant superintendents, Division of 

23 Classification, at a salary of two thousand dollars each a year. 

24 One superintendent, Division of Fraud Orders, at a 

25 salary of two thousand seven hundred and fifty dollars a 

26 year. 
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niail transportation the salary and per diem of the assistant superintendents 
of the postal-railway service, and to the appropriation for the free-delivery 
system the salary and per diem of the special agent detailed for that service. 

The superintendent of system of postal, finance shall give bond in such 
amount as the Postmaster-General may determine for the faithful discharge 
of his duties. 

1901, Mar. 3, ch. 830, 31 Stat. L. ; 1004. 

The general superintendent, Railway Mail Service, the assistant general 
superintendent, Railway Mail Service, and the chief clerk, Railway Mail 
Service ? shall be paid their necessary and actual expenses while traveling on 
the business of the Department. 

(1881, Mar. 1, ch. 96, 1 Supp., 319.) 

1890, Apr. 16, ch. 85, 1 Supp., 715. 
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1 One assistant superintendent, Division of Fraud Orders, 

2 at a salary of two thousand two hundred and fifty dollars a 

3 year. 

4 One superintendent, Division of Dead Letters, at a sal- 

5 ary of two thousand five hundred dollars a year. 

6 Bureau of Finance: 

7 One chief clerk, at a salary of two thousand five hundred 

8 dollars a year. 

9 One superintendent, Division of Finance, who shall give 
10 bond in such amount and with such security as the Post- 
11 master-General may determine for the faithful discharge of 

12 his duties, at a salary of two thousand five hundred dollars 

13 a year. 

14 One assistant superintendent, Division of Finance, at 

15 a salary of two thousand dollars a year. 

16 One superintendent, Division of Foreign Exchange, at a 

17 salary of two thousand two hundred and fifty dollars a year. 

18 One voucher clerk, at a salary of two thousand dollars 

19 a year. 

20 One chief disbursing clerk, at a salary of two thousand 

21 five hundred dollars a year, and 

22 One assistant disbursing clerk, at a salary of two thou- 

23 sand dollars a year, who shall, respectively, give bond in such 

24 amount and with such security as the Secretary of the Treas- 

25 ury may determine for the faithful discharge of their duties. 
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1 Bureau of Accounts: 

2 One chief clerk, at a salary of two thousand five hundred 

3 dollars a year. 

4 One superintendent, division of postmasters' accounts, at 

5 a salary of two thousand five hundred dollars a year. 

6 One superintendent, division of general bookkeeping, at 

7 a salary of two thousand five hundred dollars a year. 

8 One superintendent, division of cost accounting, at a 

9 salary of two thousand five hundred dollars a year. 

10 One statistician, at a salary of two thousand five hun- 

11 dred dollars a year. 

12 One appropriation editor, at a salary of two thousand 

13 five hundred dollars a year. 

14 Bureau of Supplies: 

15 One chief clerk, at a salary of two thousand five hun- 

16 dred dollars a year. 

17 One superintendent, division of stamps, at a salary of 

18 two thousand seven hundred and fifty dollars a year. 

19 One superintendent, division of redemption, at a salary 

20 of two thousand dollars a year. 

21 One superintendent, division of equipment, at a salary of 

22 two thousand dollars a year. 

23 One superintendent, division of supplies, at a salary of 

24 two thousand five hundred dollars a year. 
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1 One topographer, division of topography, at a salary of 

2 two thousand seven hundred and fifty dollars a year. 

3 One assistant topographer, division of topography, at a 

4 salary of two thousand dollars a year. 

5 In the office of the purchasing agent: 

6 One chief clerk, at a salary of two thousand dollars a 

7 year. 

8 In the office of the Assistant Attorney-General for the 

9 Post-Office Department : 

10 One chief clerk, at a salary of two thousand dollars a 

1 1 year. 

12 One assistant attorney, at a salary of two thousand 

1 3 seven hundred and fifty dollars a year. 

14 One assistant attorney, at a salary of two thousand five 

15 hundred dollars a year. 

16 One assistant attorney, at a salary of two thousand dol- 

17 lars a year. 

18 One law clerk, at a salary of one thousand eight hun- 

19 dred dollars a year. 

20 In the office of the chief inspector: 

21 One chief clerk, at a salary of two thousand five hun- 

22 dred dollars a year. 

23 Seo. 38. The Postmaster-General may appoint not to 

24 exceed six traveling accountants at an annual salary of 

25 two thousand five hundred dollars each, payable monthly, 
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1 who shall, under the direction of the Assistant Director of 

2 Accounts, examine, inspect, and audit for the purposes of ad- 

3 ministration the accounts of such post-offices as said Assistant 

4 Director may designate and instruct the postmasters thereof 

5 in respect of their duties in the keeping and rendering of their 

6 accounts. 

7 Sec. 39. The Postmaster-General may appoint for the 

8 performance, under the Chief Inspector, of the duties as- 

9 signed to his office, not to exceed three hundred and fifty-five 

10 inspectors, who may be assigned to duty at any place within 

11 the United States. 

12 Fifteen inspectors in charge of divisions, at a salary ot 

13 three thousand dollars a year each. 

14 Ten inspectors, at a salary of two thousand four hundred 

15 dollars a vear each. 

16 Fifteen inspectors, at a salary of two thousand two hun- 

17 dred and fifty dollars a year each. 

18 Fifteen inspectors, at a salary of two thousand dollars 

19 a year each. 

20 Ten inspectors, at a salary of one thousand eight hun- 

21 dred dollars a year each. 

22 One hundred and thirty inspectors, at a salary of one 

23 thousand six hundred dollars a year each. 

24 One hundred and ten inspectors, at a salary of one 

25 thousand four hundred dollars a year each. 
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Sec. 39. 

That the following sums be, and the same are hereby^ appropriated for 
the service of the Post-Office Department for the year ending June thirtieth, 
eighteen hundred and eighty-one, out of any money in the Treasury arising 
from the revenues of said department, in conformity to the act of July second, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-six, as follows: 

Office of the Postmaster-General. — For mail depredations and post- 
office inspectors, including amounts necessary for fees to United States marshals 
and attorneys, one hundred and fifty thousand dollars. And not exceeding 
five thousand dollars of this amount may be expended for fees to United States 
attorneys, marshals, clerks of courts, and counsel necessarily employed by post- 
office inspectors of the Post-Office Department, subject to approval by the 
Attorney-General and the superintendent of railway mail service and the chief 
of post-office inspectors shall be paid their actual expenses while traveling on 
the business of the department and section four thousand and seventeen of the 
Eevised Statutes is hereby so amended as to insert in lieu of the words u special 
agents " and the word " agents," wherever they occur in said section, the words 
" post-office inspectors." 

21 Stat L., 177, June 11, 1880, ch. 206. 

The number of post-office inspectors is hereby increased to twelve, to be 
appointed by the Postmaster-General. 

1 Sup. K. S. 932, Mar. 3, 1901. Chap. 547. 

The Postmaster-General may appoint fifteen (post-office) inspectors in 
charge of divisions at (a salary of) two thousand five hundred dollars per 
annum (each) without per diem; fifteen inspectors at two thousand two hun- 
dred and fifty dollars per annum (each) without per diem, and fifteen 
inspectors at two thousand dollars per annum (each) without per diem. 

The appointment of post-office inspectors in charge was first authorized bv 
the act of June 17, 1878, ch. 259, 1 Supp. R. S., 186, which provided that such 
inspectors (called special agents at that time), "not exceeding ten in number, 
as are appointed by the Postmaster-General to duty at such important points 
as he may designate * * * shall each receive a salary of $2,500 per annum 
and no more." The number of inspectors in charge was increased to twelve by 
the act of March 3, 1891, ch. 547, 1 Supp. R. S., 932, and to fifteen by the act 
of June 2, 1900, ch. 613, 31 Stat. L., 260. 

Post-office inspectors, at $2,000 per annum without per diem, were first 
provided for in the appropriation act of March 1, 1899, ch. 327, 30 Stat L., 
965 ; and the appointment of inspectors, at $2,250 per annum without per diem, 
was first authorized by the act of June 2, 1900, supra. These inspectors are 
intended especially for local service in the l^rge cities. 

The continued appointment of inspectors in charge in excess of twelve, and 
of inspectors at $2,000 and $2,250 per annum, is subject to subsequent appro- 
priation acts, which see, as the authority for their appointment is not per- 
manent 

1901, Mar. 3, ch. 851, 31 Stat. L., 1107. 

For salaries of post-office inspectors: For salaries of fifteen inspectors 
in charge of divisions, at three thousand dollars each; ten inspectors, at two 
thousand four hundred dollars each; fifteen inspectors, at two thousand two 
hundred and fifty dollars each ; fifteen inspectors, at two thousand dollars each; 
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1 Fifty inspectors, at a salary of one thousand two hun- 

2 dred dollars a year each. 



3 Sec. 40. The Chief Inspector, inspectors in charge of 

4 divisions, and all inspectors whose salaries are two thousand 

5 dollars a year or upward, shall be paid their respective 

6 actual necessary traveling expenses while traveling on official 

7 business. 

8 Sec. 41. Whenever an inspector is required to collect 

9 or disburse any public money he shall, before entering upon 

10 such duty, give bond in such sura and form and with such 

11 security as the Postmaster-General may require. 

12 Sec. 42. The chief inspector and all inspectors in the 

13 postal service shall be authorized and empowered to ad- 

14 minister oaths to employees in the postal service, and other 
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ten inspectors, at one thousand eight hundred dollars each; one hundred and 
thirty inspectors, at one thousand six hundred dollars each ; one hundred and 
ten inspectors, at one thousand four hundred dollars; and fifty inspectors, at 
one thousand two hundred dollars ; in all, five hundred and seventy-two thou- 
sand seven hundred and fifty dollars. 

May 27, 1908, 35 Stat. L. 

(The Postmaster-General may appoint) fifteen inspectors in charge of 
divisions at three thousand dollars each; ten inspectors at two thousand four 
hundred dollars each; fifteen inspectors at two thousand two hundred and 
fifty dollars each; fifteen inspectors at two thousand dollars each; ten in- 
spectors at one thousand eight hundred dollars each: one hundred and thirty 
inspectors at one thousand six hundred dollars each; one hundred and ten 
inspectors at one thousand four hundred dollars each; and seventy-two in- 
spectors at one thousand two hundred dollars each. * * * Provided, That 
all persons employed on the thirtieth day of June, nineteen hundred and six, 
as superintendents of division, rural delivery, shall, on July first, nineteen 
hundred and six, be appointed as post-office inspectors of the grade .of one 
thousand eight hundred dollars per year: And provided further, That all 
persons employed on June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and six, as rural agents 
shall, on July first, nineteen hundred and six, be appointed as post-office in- 
spectors, except not to exceed one hundred and forty-seven of such agents shall 
be so appointed as post-office inspectors. 

Act June 26, 1906, ch. 3546, 34 Stat. L., 467. 

The Postmaster-General may employ two special agents for the Pacific 
coast, and such number of other special agents as the good of the service and 
the safety of the mail may require. Such agents shall be entitled to a salary 
a* the rate of not more than one thousand six hundred dollars a year each, and 
shall each be allowed for traveling and incidental expenses, while actually 
employed in the service, a sum not exceeding five dollars a day. 

R. S., sec. 4017. 

Sec. 40. 

The chief of post-office inspectors shall be paid (his) actual expenses while 
traveling on the business of the department. 

1881, Mar. 1, ch. 96, 1 Supp., 319. 

The act of March 2, 1907, provides " for traveling expenses of inspectors 
without per diem allowances, inspectors-in-charge, and the chief post-omce in- 
spector, and expenses incurred by inspectors not covered by per diem allowance. 

1907, Alar. 2, ch. 2513; 34 Stat. L., 1205. 



Sec. 41. 

Whenever a special agent is required to collect or disburse any public 
money, he shall, before entering upon such duty, give bond in such sum and 
form, and with such security as the Postmaster-General may approve. 

R. S., sec. 4018. 

Whenever it becomes necessary for the head of any department or office to 
employ special agents, other than officers of the army or navy, who may be 
charged with the disbursements of public moneys, such agents shall, before 
entering upon duty, give bond in such form and with such security as the head 
of the department or office employing them may approve. 

R. S., sec. 3614. 

Sec. 42. 

That hereafter special agents, route inspectors, and examining inspectors 
in the rural free-delivery service shall be authorized and empowered to admin- 
ister oaths to carriers and other persons employed in said service or in connec- 
tion with any business relating to the same. 

Apr. 21, 1902, 32 Stat. L., 113. 
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1 persons in connection with any business relating to said 

2 service, or any matters under official investigation by them. 



3 Sec. 43. The Postmaster-General may, when the exi- 

4 gehcies of the service so require, designate the Director of 

5 Posts, any assistant director, the purchasing agent, any 

6 superintendent of division, or any district superintendent of 

7 post-offices an inspector, and allow him his actual and 

8 necessary expenses while traveling on official business. 

3 Sec. 44. The following officers and employees of the 

10 department, under such regulations as may be prescribed, 

11 shall, while actually traveling on official business away from 

12 their home, their official domicile, and their headquarters, 

13 receive a per diem allowance, in lieu of all charges for per- 

14 sonal expenses, at a rate to be fixed by the Postmaster- 

15 General, not exceeding four dollars a day. 

16 Bureau of Post-Offices: Assistant superintendents, Di- 

17 vision of Allowances; assistant superintendents, Division of 

18 Registered Mail; assistant superintendents, Division of City 

19 Delivery. 
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# That section one hundred and eighty-three of the Revised Statutes of the 
United States be, and the same is hereby, amended to read as follows : 

" Sec. 183. Any officer or clerk of any of the departments, lawfully de- 
tailed to investigate frauds on, or attempts to defraud, the Government, or any 
irregularity or misconduct of any officer or agent ot the United States, and 
any officer of the army detailed to conduct an investigation, and the recorder, 
and, if there be none, the presiding officer of any military board appointed for 
such purpose, shall have authority to administer an oath to any witness attend- 
ing to testify or depose in the course of such investigation." 

1901, Mar. 2, ch. 809, 31 Stat, L., 951, par. 3. 

Any officer or clerk of any of the departments lawfully detailed to investi- 
gate frauds on, or attempts to defraud, the Government, or any irregularity or 
misconduct of any officer or agent of the United States, * * * shall have 
authority to administer an oath to any witness attending to testify or depose 
in the course of such investigation. 

R. S., sec. 183. 

1901, Mar. 2, ch. 809, sec. 3, 31 Stat. L., 951. 

Sec. 43. 

The Postmaster-General may employ, when the service requires it, the 
Assistant Postmasters-General and superintendents in his department as special 
agents; and he may allow them therefor not exceeding the amount expended 
by them as necessary traveling expenses while so employed. 

R. S., sec. 4019. 



Sec. 44. 

The assistant superintendents of the registry system will be allowed a per 
diem to be fixed by tne Postmaster-General, but not exceeding four dollars per 
day, when actually traveling on business of the Post-Office Department. 

Note. — This section is substantially in the form in which the appropriation 
for this purpose was made in the act of March 3, 1901, ch. 830 (31 Stat. L., 
1004), making appropriations for the legislative, executive, and judicial ex- 
penses of the government. The authority to allow a per diem to assistant super- 
intendents of the registry system is not permanent, but dependent on subse- 
quent appropriations. 

The assistant superintendents, salary and allowance division, will be al- 
lowed a per diem, to be fixed by the Postmaster-General, but not exceeding four 
dollars per day, when actually traveling on business of the Post-Office Depart- 
ment. 

Note. — This section is substantially in the form in which the appropriation 
for this purpose was made in the act of March 3, 1901, ch. 851 (31 Stat. L., 1103) , 
making appropriations for the postal service. The authority to allow a per 
diem to assistant superintendents, salary and allowance division, is not perma- 
nent, but dependent on subsequent appropriations. 

1901, Mar. 3. 

That hereafter the per diem paid of all special agents appointed under sec- 
tion 4017, Revised Statutes, shall only be allowed for their actual and necessary 
expenses not exceeding five dollars per diem when they are actually engaged in 
traveling on the business of the department, except such, not exceeding ten in 
number ; as are appointed by the Postmaster-General to do duty at such impor- 
tant points as he may designate, and nine assistant superintendents of railway 
mail service, who may be detailed to act as superintendents of division of rail- 
way mail service, who may be detailed to act as superintendents of division of 
railway mail service, who shall each receive a salary of two thousand five hun- 
dred dollars per annum and no more. 

June 17, 1878, 1 Supp., 186, Chap. 259. 
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1 Bureau of Mail Matter: Special assistant superintend- 

2 ents, Division of Classification. 

3 Bureau of Accounts : Traveling accountants. 

4 Office of the Chief Inspector: Inspectors in the field 

5 whose annual salaries are less than two thousand dollars. 

6 The Postmaster-General may, in his discretion, and under 

7 such regulations as may be prescribed, allow such inspectors 

8 a per diem allowance while temporarily located at any place 

9 on business away from their homes or designated domicile, 

10 for a period not exceeding twenty consecutive days in any 

11 one place. 



12 Sec. 45. The Postmaster-General may, in his discre- 

13 tion, upon the recommendation of the Director of Posts, alter 

14 from time to time, by written order, the distribution, among 

15 the various bureaus and offices of his department, of the 

16 clerks and other employees allowed by law, except such 

17 clerks or employees as may be required by law to be ex- 

18 clusively engaged upon some specific work. 

19 Sec. 46. It shall not be lawful to detail clerks or other 

20 employees paid from general appropriations for the postal 

21 service, from any branch of said postal service, whether lo- 



Digitized by 



Google 



59 

For per diem allowance of inspectors in the field while actually traveling 
on official business away from their nome, their official domicile, and their head- 
quarters, at a rate to be fixed by the Postmaster-General, not to exceed four 
dollars per day, three hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars: Provided, 
That the Postmaster-General may, in his discretion, allow inspectors per diem 
while temporarily located at any place on business away from their home, or 
their designated domicile, for a period not exceeding twenty consecutive days 
at any one place, and make rules and regulations governing the foregoing pro- 
visions relating to per diem : And provided further. That no per diem shaft be 
paid to inspectors receiving annual salaries of two thousand dollars or more. 

May 27, 1908, 35 Stat. L. 

Post-office inspectors in the field shall be allowed a per diem while actually 
traveling on official business away from their home, their official domicile, and 
their headquarters, at a rate to be fixed by the Postmaster-General, not to ex- 
ceed four dollars per day: Provided, That the Postmaster-General may, in his 
discretion,, allow inspectors per diem while temporarily located at any place on 
business away from their home, or their designated domicile, for a period not 
exceeding twenty consecutive days at any one place, and make rules and regula- 
tions governing the foregoing provisions relating to per diem. 

1901, Mar. 3, ch. 851, 31 Stat. L., 1107. 

1907, Mar. 2, ch. 2513, 34 Stat. L., 1205. 

Post-office inspectors in the field shall be allowed a per diem while actually 
traveling on business for the Department: Provided, That the Postmaster- 
General may, in his discretion, allow post-office inspectors per diem while tem- 
porarily located at any place on duty away from home, or their designated 
domicile, for a period not exceeding twenty consecutive days at any one place, 
and may make rules and regulations governing the foregoing provisions relating 
to per diem. 

1901, Mar. 3, ch. 851, 31 Stat. L., 1107. 

Provided, That the Postmaster- General may, in his discretion, allow in- 
spectors per diem while temporarily located at any place on business away from 
their home, or their designated domicile, for a period not exceeding twenty con- 
secutive days at any one place, and make rules and regulations governing the 
foregoing provisions relating to per diem : And provided further, That no per 
diem shall be paid to inspectors receiving annual salaries of two thousand dol- 
lars or more. 

May 27, 1908, ch. 206, 35 Stat L., p. 406. 

Sec. 45. 

Each head of a department may from time to time alter the distribution 
among the various bureaus and offices of his department of the clerks allowed 
by law, as he may find it necessary and proper to do. 

R. S., sec. 166. 

Each head of a department may, from time to time, alter the distribution 
among the various bureaus and offices of his department of the clerks and 
other employees allowed by law, except such clerks or employees as may be 
required oy law to be exclusively engaged upon some specific work, as he may 
find it necessary and proper to do, but all details hereunder shall be made by 
written order of the head of the department, and in no case be for a period of 
time exceeding one hundred and twenty days: Provided, That details so made 
may, on expiration, be renewed from time to time by written order of the head 
of the department, in each particular case, for periods of not exceeding one 
hundred and twenty days. All details heretofore made are hereby revoked, 
but may be renewed as provided herein. 

1896, May 28, ch. 252, sec. 3, 2 Supp., 477. 

Sec. 46. 

It shall not be lawful to detail clerks or other employees, paid from gen- 
eral appropriations for the postal service, from any branch of said postal 
service, whether located at the seat of government or elsewhere, to any of the 
offices or bureaus of the Post-Office Department at Washington, 

1898, Mar. 15, ch. 68, sec 9, 2 Supp., 738, 
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1 cated at the seat of government or elsewhere, to any of the 

2 offices or bureaus of the Post-Office Department at Wash- 

3 ington. 

4 Seo. 47. No appropriation made for the compensation 

5 of the officers, clerks or other persons employed in the Post- 

6 Office Department or postal service shall be available for the 

7 compensation of any person permanently incapacitated for 

8 performing the duties of his office or employment. The es- 

9 tablishment of a civil pension roll, or an honorable service 

10 roll, or the exemption of any of the officers, clerks, or other 

11 persons employed in the postal service from the operation of 

12 any law respecting employment therein is prohibited. 

13 Sec. 48. The Postmaster-General may grant annually, 

14 leave with pay for thirty days, not counting Sundays and 

15 holidays, to each clerk or employee in the Post-Office Depart- 

16 ment. He may also grant to each clerk or employee addi- 

17 tional leave with pay, not to exceed thirty days in any one 

18 year, not counting Sundays and holidays, whenever, 

19 (a) Some member of the immediate family of such 

20 clerk or employee is afflicted with contagious disease and re- 

21 quires his care and attendance; 

22 (b) Whenever the presence of such clerk or employee 

23 in the department would jeopardize the health of fellow- 

24 clerks; and 
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Sec. 47. 

The appropriations * * * made for the officers, clerks, and persons 
employed in the public service shall not be available for the compensation of 
any persons permanently incapacitated for performing such service. 

1901, Mar. 3, ch. 830, sec. 4, 31 Stat. L., 1009. 

Note. — The above clause is taken from the current appropriation act^ and 
merely refers thereto. A similar clause was included in the act of April 17, 
1900, ch. 192, 31 Stat. L., 134. 

The appropriations * * * for the officers, clerks, and persons em- 
ployed in tne postal service shall not be available for the compensation of any 
Eersons permanently incapacitated for performing such service. The estab- 
shment of a civil pension roll or an honorable service roll, or the exemption of 
any of the officers, clerks, and persons in the postal service from the existing 
laws respecting employment in such service, is hereby prohibited. 

1901, Mar. 3, ch. 851, sec. 2, 31 Stat. L., 1107. 

The establishment of a civil pension roll or an honorable service roll, or 
the exemption of any of the officers, clerks, and persons in the public service 
from the existing laws respecting employment in such service, is hereby pro- 
hibited. 

1899, Feb. 24, ch. 187, sec. 4, 2 Supp., 946. 

That the appropriations herein made for the officers, clerks, and persons 
employed in the postal service shall not be available for the compensation of 
any persons permanently incapacitated for performing such service. The 
establishment of a civil pension roll or an honorable service roll, or the exemp- 
tion of any of the officers, clerks, and persons in the postal service from the 
existing laws respecting employment in such service, is hereby prohibited. 

May 27, 1908, 35 Stat. L., p. — . 

Sec. 48. 

The head of any department may grant thirty days' annual leave with 
pay in any one year to each clerk or employee. * * * (and) where some 
member of the immediate familv of a clerk or employee is afflicted with a con- 
tagious disease and requires the care and attendance of such employee, or 
where his or her presence in the department would jeopardize the health of 
fellow-clerks, and in exceptional and meritorious cases, where a clerk or 
employee is personally HI, and where to limit the annual leave to thirty days in 
any one calendar year would work peculiar hardship, it may be extended ; in 
the discretion of the head of the department, with pay, not exceeding thirty 
days in any one case or in any one calendar year. This section shall not be 
construed to mean that so long as a clerk or employee is borne upon the rolls 
of the department in excess oi the time herein provided for or granted that 
he or she shall be entitled to pay during the period of such excessive absence, 
but that the pay shall stop upon the expiration of the granted leave. 

1898, Mar. 15, ch. 68, sec. 7, 2 Supp., 737. 

Nothing contained in (act of March 15, 1898, ch. 68, sec. 7) shall be con- 
strued to prevent the head of any executive department from granting thirty 
days' annual leave with pay in any one year to a clerk or employee, notwith- 
standing such clerk or employee may have had during such vear not exceeding 
thirty days' leave with pay on account of sickness as provided in said section. 

1898, July 7, ch. 571, 2 Supp., 882. 

The thirty days' annual leave of absence with pay in any one year to clerks 
and employees in the several executive departments authorized by existing 
law shall be exclusive of Sundays and legal holidays. 

1899, Feb. 24, ch. 187, sec. 4, 2 Supp., 946. 

That hereafter the leave of absence authorized by law to postal employees 
shall be construed exclusive of Sundays and holidays. 
Act May 27, 1908, Stat. L., p. 



Digitized by 



Google 



62 

1 (c) Whenever such clerk or employee is actually ill or 

2 disabled and the restriction of his leave to thirty days would 

3 work hardship upon him. 

4 Sec. 49. Whenever any absent clerk or employee is 

5 borne on the rolls for any period in excess of the annual 

6 leave and leave on account of sickness herein provided for, 

7 his pay shall stop upon the expiration of the granted leave. 

8 Sec. 50. The Postmaster-General shall require of all 

9 clerks and other employees of whatsoever grade or class in 

10 the Post-Office Department not less than seven hours of serv- 

11 ice each day, except Sundays and days declared to be 

12 holidays by law or executive order: Provided, (1) That on 

13 each Saturday during the months of July, August, and Sep- 

14 tember in any year he may, by order, relieve all such clerks 

15 and employees of service after the hour of one o'clock post 

16 meridian; and (2) that he may, by special order stating 

17 the reason, extend, without additional compensation, the 

18 hours of service of any clerk or employee. 

19 Seo. 51. The Postmaster-General shall require monthly 

20 reports to be made to him, or to the Director of Posts, as to 

21 the condition of the public business in the several bureaus or 

22 offices of his department at Washington, and in each case 

23 where such report shows that the business is in arrears he 

24 may require, as provided in the last preceding section, an 

25 extension of the hours of service of such clerks or employees 
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The leave of absence authorized by law to clerks in post-offices shall be 
construed exclusive of Sundays and holidays. 

1907, Mar. 2, ch. 2513, 34 Stat. L., 1213. 

* * * The employees of the mail-bag repair shops connected with the 
Post-Office Department of the United States, whether employed by the month, 
day, or otherwise (shall) be allowed leaves of absence with full pay for not 
exceeding fifteen days in any one fiscal year: Provided, That no * * * 
employee be granted a leave * * * until he has performed service for one 
year. 

1890, Oct. 1, ch. 1260, 1 Supp., 878. 



Sec. 50. 

It shall be the duty of the heads of the several executive departments, 
in the interest of the public service, to require of all clerks and other employees, 
of whatever grade or class in their respective departments, not less than seven 
hours of labor each day, except Sundays and days declared public holidays by 
law or executive order: Provided, That the heads of departments may, by 
special order, stating the reason, further extend the hours of any clerk or 
employee in their departments, respectively ; but in case of an extension it shall 
be without additional compensation. * * * 



Sec. 51. 

It shall be the duty of the head of each executive department to require 
monthly reports to be made to him as to the condition of the public business in 
the several bureaus or offices of his department at Washington, and in each case 
where such reports disclose that the business is in arrears, the head of the 
Department in which such arrears exist shall require, as provided herein, an 
extension of the hours of service to such clerks or employees as may be necessary 
to bring up such arrears of public business. 

1898, Mar. 15, ch. 68, sec. 7, 2 Supp., 736. 
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1 as may be necessary to bring up such arrears of public 

2 business, 

3 Sec. 52. The Postmaster-General shall report to Con- 

4 gress each year in the annual estimates the number of 

5 employees in each bureau and office of his department at 

6 Washington who are below a fair standard of efficiency, 

7 together with the salary of each. 

8 Seo. 53. The chief clerks in the offices of the 

9 Postmaster-General, the Director of Posts, each Assistant 

10 Director, the Assistant Attorney-General, the purchasing 

11 agent, and the chief inspector, are hereby authorized and 

12 directed on application and without compensation therefor, 

13 to administer oaths of office to employees required to be 

14 taken on their appointment or promotion. 

15 Seo. 54. No fee or compensation for administering 

16 such oaths shall be charged or received by any chief clerk, 

17 or other officer, clerk, or employee of the Post-Office Depart- 

18 ment, notwithstanding he may be a notary public or other 

19 officer authorized to administer oaths. 

20 Seo. 55. Every person employed in the postal service 

21 shall be subject to all penalties and forfeitures for violation 

22 of the laws relating to such service, whether he has taken 

23 the oath of office or not. 

24 Sec. 56. The Postmaster-General is authorized to em- 

25 ploy in his department such number of clerks of the several 
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Sec. 52. 

It shall be the duty of the heads of the several executive departments of 
the Government to report to Congress each year in the annual estimates the 
number of employees in each bureau and office, and the salaries of each who 
are below a fair standard of efficiency. 

1890, July 11, ch. 667, sec. 2, 1 Supp., 773. 



Sec. 53. 

The chief clerks of the several executive departments and of the various 
bureaus and offices thereof in Washington, District of Columbia, are hereby 
authorized and directed, on application and without compensation therefor ; to 
administer oaths of office to employees required to be taken on their appoint- 
ments or promotion. 

1890, Aug. 29, ch. 820, sec 1, 1 Supp., 791. 



Sec. 54. 

* * * No officer, clerk, or employee of any executive department who 
is also a notary public or other officer authorized to administer oaths, shall 
charge or receive any fee or compensation for administering oaths of office to 
employees of such department required to be taken on appointment or pro- 
motion therein. 

1890, Aug. 29, ch. 820, sec. 1, 1 Supp., 791. 



Sbo. 55. 

Every person employed in the postal service shall be subject to all penalties 
and forfeitures for violation of the laws relating to such service whether he has 
taken the oath of office or not. ' 

K. S., sec. 3832. 



Sec. 56. 

No civil officer, clerk, draftsman, copyist, messenger, assistant messenger, 
mechanic, watchman, laborer, or other employee shall * * * be employed 
in any or the executive departments or subordinate bureaus or offices thereof 
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1 classes as is specifically recognized and provided for by law, 

2 and also such additional clerks and employees, together with 

3 such inferior officers below the rank or grade of chief of 

4 bureau or office, at such rates of compensation' and in such 

5 numbers, respectively, as may be specifically provided and 

6 appropriated for by Congress for each fiscal year. But no 

7 such officer, clerk, or other employee shall be employed at 

8 the seat of government and be paid from any appropriation 

9 made for contingent expenses or for any general or specific 

10 purpose unless such employment is authorized and the pay- 

11 ment therefor specifically provided in the law granting the 

12 appropriation, and then only for services actually rendered 

13 in connection with and for the purposes for which the appro- 

14 priation is made and at the rate of compensation usual and 

15 proper for such services. 

16 Sec. 57. No allowances or compensation shall be made 

17 to any officer, clerk, or employee in the Post-Office Depart- 

18 ment by reason of the discharge of duties belonging to any 

19 other officer, clerk, or employee in the same or any other 

20 department. 

21 Sec. 58. It shall be the duty of the chief clerk in the 

22 several bureaus and offices of the Post-Office Department 

23 (a) to supervise, under the direction of the head thereof, 

24 the duties of the other clerks therein and to see that they 

25 are faithfully performed; (b) to take care that the duties 

26 of the other clerks are distributed with equality and uniform- 
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at the seat of government, except only at such rates and in such numbers, 
respectively, as may be specifically appropriated for by Congress for such 
clerical and other personal services for each fiscal year; and no civil officer, 
clerk, draftsman, copyist, messenger, assistant messenger, mechanic, watch- 
man, laborer or other employee shall hereafter be employed at the seat of gov- 
ernment in any executive department or subordinate bureau or office thereof, 
or be paid from any appropriation made for contingent expenses or for any 
specific or general purpose, unless such employment is authorized and payment 
therefor specifically provided in the law granting the appropriation, ana then 
only for services actually rendered in connection with and for the purposes of 
the appropriation from which payment is made, and at the rate or compensa- 
tion usual and proper for such services. 

1882. Aug. 5, ch. 389, sec. 4, 1 Supp., 374. 



Sec. 57. 

No allowance or compensation shall be made to any officer or clerk, by 
reason of the discharge of duties which belong to any other officer or clerk in 
the same or any other department, and no allowance or compensation shall be 
made for any extra services whatever, which any officer or clerk may be re- 
quired to perform, unless expressly authorized by law. 

R. S., sec. 1764. 



Sec. 58. 

Each chief clerk in the several departments and bureaus, and other officers 
connected with the departments, shall supervise, under the direction of his 
immediate superior, the duties of the other clerks therein, and see that they are 
faithfully performed. 

R. S., sec. 173. 

Each chief clerk shall take care, from time to time, that the duties of the 
other clerks are distributed with equality and uniformity, according to the 
nature of the case. He shall revise such distribution from time to time for 
the purpose of correcting any tendency to undue accumulation or reduction of 
duties, whether arising from individual negligence or incapacity, or from 
increase or diminution of particular kinds of business. And he shall report 
monthly to his superior officer any existing defect that he may be aware of in 
the arrangement or dispatch of business. 

R. S., sec. 174. 
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1 ity according to the nature of the case, and to revise such 

2 distribution from time to time for the purpose of correcting 
S any tendency to undue accumulation or reduction of duties; 

4 (c) to report monthly to the head of such bureau or office 

5 any defects in the arrangement or dispatch of business. 

6 Sec. 59. The method of paying the salaries of all offi- 

7 cers, clerks, and employees of the Post-Office Department 

8 employed at the seat of government shall be as follows : 

9 (a) The rolls for the payment of such salaries shall be 

10 prepared in the office or bureau in which such officers, clerks, 

11 and employees are respectively employed, and shall be for- 

12 warded to the assistant director of appointments. 

13 (b) For the purpose of verifying such rolls, the head 

14 of each bureau or office shall furnish the assistant director 

15 of appointments with a daily record of the attendance of all 

16 officers, clerks, and employees. 

17 (c) Upon due verification of said rolls the assistant 

18 director of appointments shall cause vouchers for the pay- 

19 ment of the amounts designated therein to be prepared and 

20 forwarded, together with such pay roll as supporting data, to 

21 the assistant director of accounts in accordance with the 

22 provisions of chapter five of this title. 

23 (d) Such vouchers shall be examined and audited as 

24 in other cases. 
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1 (e) Warrants for the payments thereof shall be drawn 

2 to the order of the chief disbursing clerk and shall, to- 

3 gether with the pay rolls accompanying the vouchers there- 

4 for, be transmitted b}' the auditor to the assistant director 

5 of finance and by him be delivered to the disbursing clerk, 

6 who shall, in pursuance thereof, pay the persons designated 

7 on such rolls the sums to which they shall be respectively 

8 entitled. 

9 (f) The assistant director of finance may designate 

10 any assistant disbursing clerk to act in the place and stead, 

11 and with all the powers, of the disbursing clerk. 
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1 Chapter Three. 

2 field organization . 



Sec. 

60. Postal service to be divided into postal 

districts. 

61. Every post-office to be assigned to some 

district. 

62. Each postal district In charge of a die- 

trict superintendent of post-offices. 

68. Salary of district superintendent of post- 
offices. 

64. District advisory board. 

66. Duties of district superintendent of post- 
offices. 



Sec. 

66. Allowances to postmasters to be certified. 

67. Traveling expenses. 

68. Inventories and accounts of supplies. 

69. Requisitions for supplies. 

70. Issuance of supplies to district superin- 

tendent. 

71. Emergency purchases. 

72. District clerical force. 

73. Temporary clerical force. 

74. Postal districts may be established suc- 

cessively. 



3 Sec. 60. The postal service shall be divided from time 

4 to time by the Postmaster-General, upon the written recom- 

5 mendation of the Director of Posts, into not less than fifteen 

6 nor more than twenty postal districts, the extent and limits 

7 whereof shall be fixed solely upon considerations of postal 

8 efficiency, and shall coincide as far as practicable with the 

9 divisions of the Railway^ Mail Service. 

10 Sec. 61. Every post-office of whatsoever class shall be 

11 assigned to some postal district. 

12 Sec. 62. Each postal district shall be in charge of a 

13 district superintendent of post-offices, who shall be appointed 

14 and may be removed for cause by the Postmaster-General. 

15 Sec. 63. The salary of each district superintendent of 

16 post-offices shall be five thousand dollars a year, payable 

17 monthly. 
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1 Sbo. 64. It shall be the duty of the district superintend- 

2 ent of post-offices, at such times and under such regulations 

3 as may be prescribed, to call in conference with him the di- 

4 vision superintendent of Railway Mail Service for the ter- 

5 ritory and the post-office inspector in charge of the division 

6 embraced within the limits of his postal district for consulta- 

7 tion respecting the administration of postal business therein. 

8 Sec. 65. It shall be the duty of each district superin- 

9 tendent of post-offices, subject to the supervision, direction, 
10 and control of the Director of Posts, and the Assistant Di- 
ll rector to whose bureau is assigned the particular branch of 

12 the postal business involved, and under such rules and regu- 

13 lations as may be prescribed: 

14 First. To instruct all postmasters within his district with 

15 reference to their duties. 

16 Second. To make, within the limits of the aggregate ap- 

17 propriation for that purpose and the allotment thereof made 

18 by the assistant director of post-offices to his district, allow- 

19 ances to the respective post-offices therein for (a) rent, light, 

20 and fuel; (b) rental or purchase of canceling machines, in- 

21 eluding cost of power in rented buildings, motors and re- 

22 pairs to motors, miscellaneous expenses of installation and 

23 operation; (c) advertising, furniture, miscellaneous items 

24 necessarily incidental to such offices; (d) salaries of clerks 

25 and employees. 
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1 Third. To regulate the amount of postage stamps, postal 

2 cards, and stamped envelopes that shall be supplied to any 

3 imprest office within his district at the opening thereof or 

4 at the commencement of any fiscal )'ear or quarter thereof. 

5 Fourth. To have charge of the custody and issuance of 

6 all supplies, including stamps, postal cards, stamped en- 

7 velopes, stationery, and equipment, to the post-offices within 

8 his district, and for that purpose to maintain a postal store- 

9 room in such quarters as may be provided by the Director 

10 of Posts. 

11 Fifth. To acquaint himself by seasonable inquiry, or by 

12 personal inspection, with the probable requirements of each 

13 post-office within his district in respect of all supplies, and to 

14 maintain in his district storeroom a stock of such supplies 

15 sufficient to meet the current needs of all such offices. 

16 Sec. 66. The district superintendent of post-offices shall 

17 certify all allowances made by him to postmasters to the 

18 assistant director of accounts and the Auditor for the Post- 
19 Office Department. 

20 Sec. 67. The Director of Posts shall designate for each 

21 district superintendent of post-offices an official domicile, 

22 and he shall receive his actual and necessary expenses while 

23 traveling on official business away from such domicile. 

24 Sec. 68. Upon entering upon the duties of his office, 

25 and at the beginning of each fiscal year, and from time to 
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1 time as may be prescribed by regulation or required by the 

2 Director of Posts, each district superintendent of post-offices 

3 shall make out and keep in proper books a full and complete 

4 inventory and account of all supplies then on hand, and shall 

5 keep in proper books, under such regulations as may be 

6 prescribed, a full and complete account of all supplies re- 

7 ceived and issued, reports whereof shall be made to the 

8 assistant director of supplies at such times and in such man- 

9 ner as he may require or the regulations may prescribe. 

10 Sec. 69. Whenever supplies are needed to maintain a 

11 stock sufficient for the needs of his district, each district 

12 superintendent of post-offices shall, under such regulations 

13 as may be prescribed, draw a requisition therefor upon 

14 the assistant director of supplies, (a) stating the nature, 

15 quantity, and quality of said supplies, and (b) designating 

16 the specific appropriation and allotment thereunder author- 

17 izing such requisition; (c) specifying the place at which such 

18 supplies are to be delivered. 

19 Seo. 70. The assistant director of supplies shall de- 

20 termine whether the requisition for such supplies is author- 

21 ized by law and justified by the needs of the service, and 

22 shall proceed accordingly. If there is no sufficient stock out 

23 of which such supplies may be furnished, he shall issue a 

24 requisition upon the purchasing agent therefor, who shall 

25 thereupon proceed to purchase the same in accordance with 
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1 the provisions of this Act and the regulations prescribed 

2 thereunder. 

3 Seo. 71. In cases of sudden emergency requiring the 

4 immediate delivery of articles which would have to be pur- 

5 chased in the open market by the purchasing agent, the 

6 assistant director of supplies may authorize the same to be 

7 purchased by the district superintendent of post-offices, who 

8 shall proceed in the same manner as the purchasing agent is 

9 by law required to do. 

10 Supplies so purchased shall be inspected by a board or 

11 committee to be named by the Director of Posts in the same 

12 manner as is required of supplies purchased by the purchas- 

13 ing agent. 

14 Sec. 72. In each postal district the Postmaster-General 

15 may appoint in the office of the district superintendent of 

16 post-offices — 

17 (a) A chief clerk at a salary to be fixed by him in even 

18 hundreds not to exceed two thousand dollars a year, payable 

19 monthly. 

20 (b) A chief storekeeper at a salary to be fixed by him 

21 not to exceed one thousand eight hundred dollars a year, 

22 payable monthly; and a chief bookkeeper at a salary to be 

23 fixed by him not to exceed one thousand eight hundred dol- 

24 lars a year, payable monthly. 
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1 (c) Such other clerks, bookkeepers, messengers, and 

2 laborers as may be authorized by the Acts making appropria- 

3 tions for the service of the Post-Office Department for each 

4 fiscal year. 

5 Sec. 73. During the first fiscal year or part thereof 

6 immediately following the establishment of any postal dis- 

7 trict, the district offices hereby created and all positions of 

8 chief clerk, clerk, bookkeeper, messenger, and laborer as 

9 may, in the judgment of the Postmaster-General, be neces- 

10 sary for the effective administration of such postal district, 

11 may be filled by transfer or detail, with the consent of the 

12 employee so transferred, from the clerical force of any bureau 

13 or office of the Post-Office Department at Washington or 

14 from the postal service. 

15 Where no provision has been made for such district 

16 officers or clerks by any appropriation for the postal service, 

17 they shall, during the period mentioned, receive the compen- 

18 sation to which they were respectively entitled in the office 

19 or bureau or branch of the postal service from which they 

20 were transferred or detailed, and shall, at the expiration 

21 thereof, be eligible to retransfer to such positions or to pro- 

22 motion as if not transferred. 

23 Sec. 74. The postal districts herein provided for shall 

24 be established and organized as rapidly as practicable after 

25 the taking effect of this Act, either simultaneously or suc- 
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1 cessively as the Postmaster-General may deem advisable, 

2 and the provisions of this Act in respect of postal districts 

3 shall become applicable to each of said districts, successively, 

4 from the time the same is established. 
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Chaptee Foub. 

the commission of postal appeals and procedure in 

classification and fraud order cases. 



Sec. 

75. Jurisdiction of the Commission of Postal 

Appeals. 

76. Power to administer oaths and require 

attendance of witnesses. 

77. When depositions may be taken. 

78. Officers before whom depositions may be 

taken. 

79. Register of publications admitted to the 

second class. 

80. Applications for admission to the second 

class. 

81. Temporary authorization for transmis- 

sion at second-class rates. 

82. Appeal from denial of application to the 

Commission of Postal Appeals. 

83. Order of the Commission to be executed 

by the assistant director of mail mat- 
ter. 

84. Duty of the assistant director of mall 

matter to inquire whether registered 
publications maintain compliance with 
the statutes. 

85. Cases of proposed suspension, annulment 

or revocation to be laid before the As- 
sistant Attorney-General. 

86. Proceedings for suspension, annulment 

or revocation to be presented by the 
Assistant Attorney-General to the Com- 
mission of Postal Appeals. 

87. Procedure upon application for suspen- 

sion, annulment or revocation. 

88. Order of the Commission to be executed 

by the assistant director of mail matter. 



Sec. 
89. 



90. 



91. 
92. 
93. 
94. 



95. 
96. 



97. 



99. 



100. 
101. 

102. 



103. 



Assistant director of inspection to re- 
port violations of statutes against 
lotteries, etc. 

Fraud-order cases to be presented by 
the Assistant Attorney-General to the 
Commission of Postal Appeals. 

Procedure in fraud-order cases. 

Provisional fraud orders. 

Procedure on provisional fraud orders. 

Order of the Commission to be executed 
by the assistant director of mail mat- 
ter. 

Fraud-order record. 

Revocation of fraud orders upon the 
certificate of the director of mail 
matter. 

Revocation of fraud orders upon ap- 
plication to the Commission. 

Revocation of fraud orders to be ex- 
ecuted by the assistant director of 
mail matter. 

Proceedings deemed inadvisable by the 
Assistant Attorney-General not to be 
instituted except on direction of the 
Attorney-General. 

Form of proceedings and notice. 

Commission's decisions final and con- 
clusive. 

Commission's construction of statutes 
controlling upon the department and 
service. 

Assistant Attorney-General to mean As- 
sistant Attorney-General for the Post- 
Office Department. 



4 Sec. 75. The Commission of Postal Appeals shall have 

5 power and authority : 

6 First. To decide, on appeal from the assistant director 

7 of mail matter, or otherwise, upon the application of publica- 

8 tions for admission to the second class of mail matter. 

9 Second. To determine, upon proceeding instituted before 
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1 it by the Assistant Attorney-General, or his deputy, whether 

2 the admission of any publication to the second class of 

3 mail matter shall be suspended, annulled, or revoked. 

4 Third. To determine, upon proceedings instituted before 

5 it by the Assistant Attorney-General, or his deputy, whether 

6 any fraud order shall issue whereby any mail matter shall 

7 be returned to the sender thereof or refused delivery, or the 

8 payment of any postal money order or postal note shall be 

9 forbidden upon the ground that the person to whom, or the 

10 company to which, or to whose agent or representative such 

11 matter is directed, or said order or note is drawn, is en- 

12 gaged (a) in conducting any lottery, gift enterprise, or 

13 scheme for the distribution of money, or of property by lot, 

14 chance, or drawing of any kind, or (b) in conducting any 

15 scheme or device for obtaining money or property of any 

16 kind through the mails by means of false or fradulent pre- 

17 tenses, representations or promises in contravention of the 

18 statutes in that regard. 

19 Fourth. To establish such rules of practice and forms of 

20 procedure as may be necessary for the conduct of the busi- 

21 ness coming before it. 

22 Sec. 76. The Commission shall have power to admin- 

23 ister oaths and require the attendance and testimony of wit- 

24 nesses and the production of books, papers, and documents 

25 relating to any matter under investigation by or pending 
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1 before it, and to that end mav invoke the aid of anv court 

2 of the United States in requiring the attendance and tes- 

3 timony of witnesses, the production of books, papers, and 

4 documents, under the provisions of this section, from any 

5 place in the United States at any place of hearing designated 

6 by it. It shall also have the power to issue commissions for 

7 taking by deposition the testimony of witnesses in any mat- 

8 ter under investigation by or pending before it and to do all 

9 things usual, necessary, or convenient for the exercise of the 

10 powers in it vested. 

11 Sec. 77. In any case where, in the judgment of the 

12 Commission, the interests of justice will be subserved 

13 thereby, the Commission, on its own motion, or on motion 

14 of the Postmaster-General, or his lawful deputy in that be- 

15 half, or the person appearing on behalf of the Post-Office 

16 Department, or by any party to the cause, may order a 

17 commission to issue to such person or persons as the Com- 

18 mission may name, to take the deposition of any witness, 

19 whether residing within or without the District of Columbia. 

20 Sec. 78. Such depositions may be taken before any 

21 judge of any court of the United States; before any com- 

22 missioner or clerk of any court of the United States or any 

23 examiner in chancery of any court of the United States; 

24 before any chancellor, justice, or judge, or any clerk of any 

25 court of any State or Territory or other place under the sov- 
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1 ereignty of the United States, or any notary public or justice 

2 of the peace within any place under the sovereignty of the 

3 United States. 

4 Summons to any witness to appear and testify shall be 

5 issued by the person or officer before whom the deposition 

6 is to be taken, and served by the marshal of the United 

7 States, or his deputy, within the place where the witness 

8 resides, and the witness may be compelled to appear and 

9 testify by the officer before whom the deposition is to be 

10 taken in the same manner as witnesses may be compelled to 

11 appear and testify in court; and for the purpose of executing 

12 the provisions of this section, any of the persons authorized 

13 to take such depositions are hereby vested with all the power 

14 and authority for compelling the attendance of the witness 

15 and the giving of his testimony which by law or usage are 

16 vested in any of the judges of the courts of the United States, 

17 and shall be entitled, upon summary application, to the aid 

18 of the courts of the United States to compel such attendance 

19 and giving of testimony. 

20 Such depositions shall be taken upon written interroga- 

21 tories or orally as the Commission shall in the particular case 

22 direct, and if taken orally, shall be taken in such manner as 

23 the rules of the Commission may prescribe. 

24 If a witness whose testimony the Commission desires to 

25 be taken by deposition be in a foreign country, the deposition 
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1 may be taken before a consul, vice-consul, or consul-general 

2 of the United States, or any other officer or person designated 

3 by the Commission. 

4 Sec. 79. There shall be kept in the bureau of the as- 

5 sistant director of mail matter, under such regulations as the 

6 Postmaster-General may prescribe, a register of publications 

7 admitted to the second class. 

8 The proprietor or publisher of any newspaper or pe- 

9 riodical may apply to have the same placed upon said register 

10 as a publication entitled to transmission at the second-class 

11 rates of postage. Such application shall be in writing in such 

12 form as the Postmaster-General may by regulation prescribe, 

13 and shall be verified by the oath of the applicant, and shall 

14 be accompanied by a copy of the newspaper or periodical to 

15 be registered. 

16 Sec. 80. The application thus submitted shall be 

17 examined under such regulations as the Postmaster-General 

18 may prescribe, and if the evidence that the publication 

19 complies with the requirements of law be deemed satisfactory 

20 by the assistant director of mail matter, he shall cause 

21 said publication to be entered upon said register. Publica- 

22 tions so entered shall, until such registration be suspended, 

23 annulled, or revoked by judgment and order of the Commis- 

24 sion of Postal Appeals, be deemed to be mail matter of the 
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1 second class, and transmissible at the rates provided therefor 

2 by law. 

3 Sec. 81. Pending final action upon said application, 

4 the assistant director of mail matter may, in his discretion, 

5 issue a temporary authorization for the transmission of such 

6 publication at second-class rates of postage. 

7 Sec. 82. The proprietor or publisher of any news- 

8 paper or periodical publication the application for the admis- 

9 sion of which to the second class of mail matter has been 

10 denied by the assistant director of mail matter shall have the 

11 right within such time as may be fixed by rule of the 

12 Commission to appeal from such denial or refusal to the 

13 Commission of Postal Appeals, which shall thereupon hear, 

14 consider, and determine such application with respect as 

15 well to matters of fact as matters of law. 

16 Sec. 83. The order and opinion of said Commission 

17 upon such application shall be in writing and shall be filed 

18 as a part of its permanent records, and a certified copy 

19 thereof shall, within such time as the rules of said Com- 

20 mission may prescribe, be transmitted to the assistant 

21 director of mail matter, who shall thereupon, in conformity 

22 with such order, grant or refuse such application or take 

23 such other action as the order may direct. 

24 Sec. 84. It shall be the duty of the assistant director of 

25 mail matter to be diligent in inquiring whether newspapers 
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1 and periodicals on the register of publications admitted to 

2 the second class maintain in all respects conformity and com- 

3 pliance with the statutes and regulations in that regard, and he 

4 may, in the prosecution of such inquiries, call upon the chief 

5 inspector to cause investigation and reports in respect thereof 

6 to be made by the inspectors and employees under his 

7 charge. 

8 Sec. 85. It shall be the duty of the assistant director of 

9 mail matter to lay before the Assistant Attorney-General, 

10 with the evidence appertaining thereto, the case of any pub- 

11 lication, the second-class registry or privileges of which 

12 should, in his judgment, be suspended, annulled, or revoked. 

13 Sec. 86. It shall be the duty of the Assistant Attorney- 

14 General to examine and consider such case and unless in his 

15 judgment proceedings for such suspension, annulment, or 

16 revocation cannot probably be sustained, to cause said case to 

17 be properly presented to the Commission of Postal Appeals 

18 for action thereon. 

19 Sec. 87.' Due notice of such application for suspension, 

20 annulment, or revocation shall be given to the proprietor, 

21 publisher, or other person in whose name the publication is 

22 registered, in accordance with the rules of practice to be 

23 established by said Commission, by rule to show cause or 

24 otherwise, which shall contain or be accompanied by a 

25 statement of the grounds upon which such application for 
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Sec. 85. 

When any publication has been accorded second-class mail privileges, the 
same shall not be suspended or annulled until a hearing shall have been granted 
to the parties interested. 

1901, Mar. 3, ch. 851, 31 Stat. L., 1107. 
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1 suspension, annulment, or revocation is made. The person 

2 to whom such notice is given shall answer such rule, petition, 

3 or application within such time as the rules of the Commis- 

4 sion may prescribe, and issue shall be deemed to be joined 

5 thereon without further pleading, and the Commission shall 

6 proceed promptly to hear and determine the matter in 

7 respect both of matters of fact and matters of law in a 

8 summary manner at such time and after such notice and 

9 upon such evidence as the Commission shall deem agreeable 

10 to the ends of justice. 

11 Sec. 88. The order and opinion of said Commission 

12 in such proceeding shall be in writing and shall be filed as 

13 a part of its permanent records, and a certified copy thereof 

14 shall, within such time as the rules of said Commission mav 

15 prescribe, be transmitted to the assistant director of mail 

16 matter, who shall proceed in conformity therewith. 

17 Sec. 89. It shall be the duty of the chief inspector 

18 to cause to be reported to the assistant director of mail 

19 matter all facts tending, in his judgment, to prove that any 

20 person is receiving mail matter or money orders or postal 

21 notes in contravention of the statutes relating to the use of 

22 the mails in connection with any lottery, gift enterprise, or 

23 similar scheme, or other scheme or device for obtaining 

24 money or property by means of false or fraudulent pretenses, 

25 representations, or promises. 



Digitized by 



Google 



101 



Sections 89-93. 

The Postmaster-General may, upon evidence satisfactory to him that any 
person is engaged in conducting a fraudulent lottery, gift enterprise, or scheme 
tor the distribution of money, or of any real or personal property by lot, chance, 
or drawing of any kind, or in conducting any other scheme or device for obtain- 
ing money through the mails by means of false or fraudulent pretenses, repre- 
sentations, or promises, instruct postmasters at any post-office at which regis- 
tered letters arrive directed to any such person to return all such registered 
letters to the postmasters at the offices at which they were originally mailed, 
with the word " fraudulent " plainly written or stamped upon the outside of 
such letters; and all such letters so returned to such postmasters shall be by 
them returned to the writers thereof, under such regulations as the Postmaster- 
General may prescribe. But nothing contained in this title shall be so con- 
strued as to authorize any postmaster or other person to open any letter not 
addressed to himself. 

R. S., sec. 3929. 

The Postmaster-General may, upon evidence satisfactory to him that any 
person is engaged in conducting any fraudulent lottery, gift enterprise, or 
scheme for the distribution of money, or of any real or personal property, by 
lot, chance, or drawing of any kind, or in conducting any other scheme or device 
for obtaining money through the mails by means of false or fraudulent pre- 
tenses, representations, or promises, forbid the payment, by any postmaster, to 
any such person of any postal money order drawn to his order or in his favor, 
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1 Sec. 90. Whenever the assistant director of mail matter 

2 is of opinion that any person is receiving mail matter or 

3 money orders or postal notes in contravention of the statutes 

4 referred to in the last preceding section, it shall be his duty to 

5 lay the matter, together with the evidence appertaining 

6 thereto, before the Assistant Attorney-General, whose duty it 

7 shall then be, unless in his judgment proceedings can not 

8 probably be sustained, to cause the case of such person to be 

9 properly presented to the Commission of Postal Appeals for 

10 the issuance of a fraud order. 

11 Sec. 91. Due notice of such application for a fraud 

12 order shall be given to such person, in accordance with the 

13 rules of practice to be established by said Commission by rule 

14 to show cause or otherwise, which shall contain, or be accom- 

15 panied by, a statement of the grounds upon which such appli- 

16 cation is made. 

17 The person to whom such notice is given shall answer 

18 such rule, petition, or application within such time as the 

19 rules of the Commission may prescribe, and the issue shall be 

20 deemed to be joined thereon without further pleading, and 

21 the Commission shall proceed to hear and determine the mat- 

22 ter in respect both of matters of fact and matters of law in a 

23 summary manner at such a time and after such notice and 

24 upon such evidence as the Commission shall deem agreeable 

25 to the ends of justice. 
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and may provide by regulations for the return, to the remitter, of the sums 
named in such money orders. But this shall not authorize any person to open 
any letter not addressed to himself. 

R. S., sec. 4041. 

The Postmaster-General may, upon evidence satisfactory to him that any 
person or company is engaged in conducting any lottery, gift enterprise, or 
scheme for the distribution of money, or of any real or personal property, 
by lot, chance, or drawing of any kind, or that any person or company is con- 
ducting any other scheme or device for obtaining money or property of any kind 
through the mails by means of false or fraudulent pretenses, representations, or 
promises, instruct postmasters, at any post-offices, at which registered letters 
arrive directed to any such person or company, or to the agent or representative 
of any such person or company, whether such agent or representative is acting 
as an individual or as a firm, bank, corporation, or association of any kind, tore- 
turn all such registered letters to the postmaster at the office at which they were 
originally mailed, with the word "fraudulent" plainly written or stampea upon 
the outside thereof; and all such letters so returned to such postmasters shall be 
by them returned to the writers thereof, under such regulations as the Post- 
master-General may prescribe. But nothing contained in this section shall be 
so construed as to authorize any postmaster or other person to open any letter 
not addressed to himself. The public advertisement by such person, or company 
so conducting such lottery, gift enterprise, scheme, or device, that remittances 
for the same may be made by registered letters to any other person, firm, bank, 
corporation, or association named therein shall be held to be prima facie evi- 
dence of the existence of said agency by all the parties named therein ; but the 
Postmaster-General shall not be precluded from ascertaining the existence of 
such agency in any other legal way satisfactory to himself. 

1890, Sept. 19, ch. 908, sec. 2, 1 Supp., 804. 

The Postmaster-General may, upon evidence satisfactory to him that 
any person or company is engaged in conducting any lottery, gift enter- 
prise, or scheme for the distribution of money, or of any real or personal 
property, by lot, chance, or drawing of any kind, or that any person or com- 
pany is conducting any other scheme for obtaining money or property of any 
kind through the mails by means of false or fraudulent pretenses, representa- 
tions, or promises, forbid the payment by any postmaster, to said person or 
company, of any postal money orders drawn to his or to its order or in his or 
its favor or to the agent of any such person or company, whether such agent 
is acting as an individual or as a firm, bank, corporation, or association of any 
kind, and may provide by regulation for the return to the remitters of the 
sums named in such money orders. But this shall not authorize any person 
to open any letter not addressed to himself. The public advertisement by 
such person or company so conducting any such lottery, gift enterprise, scheme, 
or device that remittances for the same may be made by means of postal money 
orders to any other person, firm, bank, corporation, or association named 
therein shall be held to be prima facie evidence of the existence of said agency 
by all the parties named therein; but the Postmaster-General shall not be 
precluded from ascertaining the existence of such agency in any other legal 
way. 

1890, Sept. 19, ch. 908, sec. 3, 1 Supp., 80i. 

No letter, postal cord, or circular concerning any lottery, so-called gift con- 
cert, or other similar enterprise offering prizes dependent upon lot or chance, 
or concerning schemes devised for the purpose of obtaining money or property 
under false pretenses, and no list of the drawings of any lottery or similar 
scheme, and no lottery ticket or part thereof, and no check, draft, bill, money, 
postal note, or money order for the purchase of any ticket, tickets, or part 
thereof, or of any share or any chance in any such lottery or gift enterprise, 
shall be carried in the mail or delivered at or through any post-office or branch 
thereof, or by any letter carrier: nor shall any newspaper, circular, pamphlet, 
or publication of any kind containing any advertisement of any lottery or gift 
enterprise of any kind offering prizes dependent upon lot or chance, or contain- 
ing any list of prizes awarded at the drawings of any such lottery or gjift 
enterprise, whether said list is of any part or of all of the drawing, be carried 
in the mail or delivered by any postmaster or letter carrier. Any person who 
shall knowingly deposit or cause to be deposited, or who shall knowingly send 
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1 Sec. 92. Whenever in its judgment the public interest 

2 so requires said Commission may, upon the application of 

3 the Assistant Attorney-General issue before hearing a pro- 

4 visional order, by virtue whereof postmasters at any post- 

5 offices at which mail matter directed to such person may 

6 arrive or money orders or postal notes payable to him may 

7 be presented for payment, may be instructed not to deliver 

8 such mail matter or to pay such orders or notes for a period 

9 of ten days, during which time such undelivered mail matter 

10 may be held. A copy of such provisional order shall be 

11 immediately communicated, by any postmaster acting in 

12 pursuance thereof, to the person to whom any such mail is ad- 

13 dressed, or such money order or postal note is payable. 

14 Sec. 93. If within said period of ten days the Assist- 

15 ant Attorney-General shall not bring such application for 

16 the issuance of a fraud order or for hearing before the Com- 

17 mission, said provisional order shall expire b)' limitation, un- 

18 less said Commission shall, within said period, upon the ap- 

19 plication of the Assistant Attorney-General (which may be 

20 ex parte) , direct said order to be continued during the pen- 

21 dency of the proceedings or for such other period as it may 

22 deem proper. 

23 Sec. 94. The order and opinion of the Commission of 

24 Postal Appeals in any proceeding for the issuance of a fraud 

25 order shall be in writing, and shall be filed as a part of its 
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or cause to be sent, anything to be conveyed or delivered by mail in violation of 
this section, or who shall Knowingly cause to be delivered by mail anything 
herein forbidded to be carried by mail, shall be deemed guilty of a misde- 
meanor, and on conviction shall be punished by a fine of not more than five 
hundred dollars or by imprisonment for not more than one year, or by both 
such fine and imprisonment for each offense. Any person violating any of the 
provisions of this section may be proceeded against by information or indict- 
ment and tried and punished^ either in the district at which the unlawful pub- 
lication was mailed or to which it is carried by mail for delivery according to 
the direction thereon, or at which it is caused to be delivered by mail to the 
person to whom it is addressed. 

1890, Sept. 19, ch. 908, 1 Supp., 803. 

The powers conferred upon the Postmaster-General by the statute of 
eighteen hundred and ninety, chapter nine hundred and eight, section two, are 
hereby extended and made applicable to all letters or other matter sent by mail. 

1895, Mar. 2, ch. 191, sec 4, 2 Supp., 436. 
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1 permanent records, and a certified copy thereof shall, within 

2 such time as the rules of said Commission may prescribe, be 

3 transmitted to the assistant director of mail matter, who shall 

4 proceed in conformity therewith and issue such instructions 

5 to postmasters as may be necessary to execute the provisions 

6 of the same. 

7 Sec. 95. There shall be kept in the Bureau of the 

8 assistant director of mail matter, under such regulations as 

9 the Postmaster-General may prescribe, a record or list of the 

10 persons or companies, and their agents and representatives 

11 against whom any fraud order shall be issued, together with 

12 the date, and the nature and extent of such order, and of the 

13 fact and date of the revocation thereof, if revoked. Such 

14 record shall be a public record of the United States. 

15 Sec. 96. Whenever the assistant director of mail mat- 

16 ter shall certify to the Commission of Postal Appeals 

17 that any person against whom any fraud order has issued 

18 has ceased to conduct the illegal lottery enterprise, scheme, 

19 or device in respect of which said order was issued, and that 

20 there is, in his judgment, no occasion for the continuance of 

21 said order, the Commission of Postal Appeals shall revoke 

22 the same. 

23 Sec 97. Any person against whom any fraud order 

24 has been issued, may, at any time after the expiration of 

25 sixtv davs from the date of said order, file with the Com- 
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1 mission of Postal Appeals, a petition for the revocation 

2 thereof, and stating upon oath that the petitioner has wholly 

3 ceased to conduct the illegal lottery, enterprise, scheme or 

4 device, in respect of which said order was issued. Due 

5 notice of said petition shall he given to the Assistant 

6 Attorney-General, who may. answer the same as he may 

7 be advised. Thereupon the Commission shall proceed to hear 

8 and determine the matter in a summary manner and at such 

9 time and after such notice and upon such evidence as the 

10 Commission shall deem agreeable to the ends of justice, and 

11 may, in its discretion, revoke said order. 

12 Sec. 98. Every order revoking a fraud order shall be 

13 filed and certified in the same manner as fraud orders are 

14 filed and certified, and the assistant director of mail matter 

15 shall cause the same, bj' appropriate instructions, to be 

16 immediately carried into effect. 

17 Sec. 99. If, in the judgment of the Assistant Attorney- 

18 General, proceedings in any case laid before him by the 

19 assistant director of mail matter, can not probably be sus- 

20 tained, he shall return said case to said assistant director 

21 with his conclusions thereon in writing; and no proceedings 

22 in said case shall, upon the same state of facts, be instituted 

23 before the Commission of Postal Appeals unless the 

24 Attorney-General of the United States shall, upon the 

25 request of the Postmaster-General, so advise and direct. 
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1 Sec. 100. Proceedings instituted before the Commis- 

2 sion of Postal Appeals in any matter within its jurisdiction 

3 shall be b}' petition, application, information, or such other 

4 form or proceeding as the Commission may by its rules pre- 

5 scribe. Any notice required to be given to the adverse party 

6 shall be within such time and in such form and shall be 

7 served in such manner as the Commission may by its rules 

8 prescribe, or in the particular instance specially direct. 

9 Sec. 101. The order, finding, determination, decision, 

10 or judgment rendered by the Commission — 

11 (a) Upon any appeal from a refusal to admit a publi- 

12 cation of the second class, or 

13 (b) Upon any proceeding for the removal of a publi- 

14 cation from the second class, or the suspension, annulment, 

15 or revocation of its second-class privilege, or its removal from 

16 the second-class register, or 

17 (c) Upon any proceeding for the issuance or the revo- 

18 cation of a fraud order or other order forbidding the delivery 

19 of any mail matter or the payment of any money order or 

20 postal note shall be final and conclusive, unless adjudged in- 

21 valid for manifest error of law therein by some court of the 

22 United States of competent jurisdiction, and the same shall, 

23 upon due certification thereof, as hereinbefore provided, be 

24 carried into effect and obeyed and pursued by all the officers, 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ill 



Digitized by 



Google 



112 

1 agents, and employees of the Post-Office Department and the 

2 postal service. 

3 Sec. 102. The construction of any law or statute relat- 

4 ing to the classification of mail matter, or the issuance of 

5 fraud orders, or other orders, forbidding the delivery of any 

6 mail matter, or the payment of any money order to any per- 

7 son or company made by said Commission is hereby declared 

8 to be controlling upon the Post-Office Department and the 

9 postal service, and all officers, agents, and employees thereof, 

10 unless and until said construction shall be overruled by the 

11 decision or judgment of some court of the United States of 

12 competent jurisdiction. 

13 Sec. 103. All publications which on the thirtieth day 

14 of June, nineteen hundred and nine, shall be entitled under 

15 existing law to admission as second-class matter and to 

16 transmission at the second-class rates of postage shall on the 

17 first day of July, nineteen hundred and nine, and without the 

18 requirement of any application therefor, be transferred to 

19 and placed upon the register of publications admitted to the 

20 second class provided for by this act. 
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Chapter Five, 



FISCAL ORGANIZATION, 



Sec. 

104. Appropriations for the Post-Office De- 

partment to be made out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. 

105. Appropriations for the postal service 

to be made out of the revenues of 
that service. 

106. Deficiency appropriations. 

107. Postmaster - General and director of 

posts to be responsible for exceeding 
appropriations. 

108. Appropriations to be annually allotted. 

109. Allotments to prevent deficiencies. 

110. Method of computing installments of 

compensation. 

111. Allotments of appropriations to be cer- 

tified to bureau of accounts and 
auditor. 

112. Accounts of appropriation allotments to 

be kept in each bureau. 

113. Heads of bureaus to be responsible for 

exceeding allotments. 

114. Responsibility of assistant director of 

accounts for excess of expenditures. 

115. Penalty for exceeding appropriations 

or allotments. 

116. Voluntary services forbidden. 

117. Limitation of responsibility for exceed- 

ing appropriations. 

118. Payments on account of postal service 

to be made by warrant. 

119. Triplicate vouchers to be prepared by 

bureau having allotment. 

120. Administrative audit by bureau of ac- 

counts. 

121. Final audit by Auditor for Post-Office 

Department. 

122. Authority to sign warrants. 

123. Voucher lists. 

124. No advances to be made except to dis- 

bursing officers, etc. 

125. Money paid by fraud, mistake, or in ex- 

cess of .appropriation to be recovered 
back. 

126. All sums appropriated to be applied 

solely to the objects of such appro- 
priation. 

127. Contingent fund not to be expended for 

clerical or official compensation. 

128. Duplicates of lost warrants. 

129. Undellverable warrants. 

130. Expenditures for and proceeds from 

sale of post-route maps. 



Sec. 

131. Illustrations and engravings not to be 

printed without certificate. 

132. Additional compensation forbidden un- 

less authorized by express appropria- 
tion. 

133. Articles not to be purchased out of con- 

tingent fund without written order. 

134. Balances of appropriations. 

135. Balances of appropriations to be carried 

to surplus fund after two years. 

136. Officers of Treasury to examine claims 

under appropriations carried to sur- 
plus fund. 

137. Claims to be reported to Congress. 

138. Revenues of the postal service. 

139. Accounts to show revenue derived from 

each source. 

140. Postal* revenue to be deposited to the 

credit of the service of the Post-Office 
Department* 

141. Deposits to be made by warrant. 

142. Certificates of deposit to be made in 

quadruplicate. 

143. Postal deposits to be kept separate. 

144. Transfer of postal deposits to be made 

by warrant 

145. Authority to sign warrants. 

146. Money stolen from the mails. 

147. Director of Posts to prescribe manner 

of keeping accounts. 

148. All accounts to be rendered to the as- 

sistant director of accounts. 

149. Delinquencies of postmasters and others 

. to be reported. 

150. Administrative audit by bureau of ac 

counts. 

151. Final audit by Auditor for the Post- 

Office Department 

152. Certification of balances. 
1.58. Deputy auditors. 

154. Custody of accounts after settlement 

155 . Accounts settled by auditor to be con- 

clusive except when revised by Comp- 
troller. 

156. Acceptance of payment precludes re- 

vision. 

157. Secretary of Treasury to regulate time 

within which warrants shall issue in 
other than postal revenue accounts. 

158. Auditor for Post-Offlce Department to 

supervise collection of debts and pen- 
alties. 

159. Compromise of uncollectible judgments. 
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Sec 

100. Papers relating to suits to be forwarded 
to Department of Justice. 

161. Penalties and forfeitures, one-half to in- 

formant and one-half to department 

162. Remission of fines and penalties. 

163. Power to administer oaths in relation 

to accounts. 

164. Assistant director of accounts to keep 

general books of account showing the 
fiscal operations of the department 
and service. 

165. Accounts to be included. 

166. Stamped paper to be charged at its face 

value. 



Sec 

167. Accounts of postal deposits to be kept 

in the bureau of finance. 

168. Cost accounts. 

169. Certain expenditures to be charged as 

expenses of the postal service. 

170. Postal service to be credited with cer- 

tain services performed for other de- 
partments. 

171. Rules for the allocation of expenses to 

be prescribed by the Director of Posts. 

172. Forms necessary for cost accounts to be 

prescribed by Director of Posts. 

173. Transfer of clerical force in auditor's 

office to bureau of accounts. 

174. Auditor to certify state of accounts. 



1 Seo. 104. The money required for the Post-Office De- 

2 partment in each year shall be appropriated by law, to be 

3 paid out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap- 

4 propriated. 

5 Seo. 105. The money required for the postal service 

6 in each year shall be appropriated by law out of the revenues 

7 of the postal service on deposit in the Treasury and shall 

8 be paid out only in pursuance of such appropriation. 

9 Seo. 106. Whenever the revenues of the postal service 

10 in any fiscal year shall be insufficient to meet the postal ap- 

11 propriations made by law for that year a sum equal to such 

12 deficiency shall be appropriated, to be paid out of any money 

13 in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to supply such 

14 deficiency in the revenues of said service. 

15 Seo. 107. It shall not be lawful for the Postmaster- 

16 General or the Director of Posts to expend in any one fiscal 

17 year any sums in excess of the appropriations made by Con- 
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Seo. 105. 

The money required for the postal service in each year shall be appro- 
priated by law out of the revenues of the service. 

R. S., sec. 4054. 

Sec. 3644. All moneys paid into the Treasury of the United States shall 
be subject to the draft of tne Treasurer. And for the purpose of payments 
on the public account the Treasurer is authorized to draw upon any of the 
depositaries, as he may think most conducive to the public interest and to the 
convenience of the public creditors. Each depositary so drawn upon shall make 
returns to the Treasury and Post-Office departments of all moneys received 
and paid by him, at such times and in such forms as shall be directed by the 
Secretary of the Treasury or the Postmaster-General. 

R. S., sec. 3644. 

See also sees. 120, 142, 143. 

Sec. 106. 

That if the revenues of the Post-Office Department shall be insufficient to 
meet the appropriations made by this act, a sum equal to such deficiency of the 
revenue of said Department is hereby appropriated, to be paid out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to supply said deficiencies in the 
revenues for the Post-Office Department for the year ending June thirtieth, 
nineteen hundred and nine, and the sum needed may be advanced to the Post- 
Office Department upon requisition of the Postmaster-General. 

Act May 27, 1908, 35 Stats. L., p. 



Sec. 107. 

No department of the Government shall expend, in any one fiscal year, any 
sum in excess of appropriations made by Congress for that fiscal year or involve 
the Government in any contract for the future payment of money in excess of 
such appropriation. 

R. S., sec. 3679. 

Note. — This section yields to the special authority conferred upon the Post- 
master-General to enter into contracts for carrying the mails. 
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1 gress for that year, or, except as herein provided or other- 

2 wise authorized by law, to involve the Government in any 

3 contract for the future payment of money in excess of such 

4 appropriations. 

5 Seo. 108. At the beginning of each fiscal year the 

6 Director of Posts, subject to the general supervisory powers 

7 of the Postmaster-General, shall make to each assistant 

8 director or other head of every bureau or office of the Post- 

9 Office Department an allotment of such portions of the sums 

10 appropriated by the Acts making appropriations for the Post- 

11 Office Department and for the service of the Post-Office 

12 Department for that year as may be therein designated to 

13 be expended under the direction of such officer, or as the 

14 Director of Posts, in pursuance of said appropriation Act, shall 

15 designate to be so expended. 

16 Sec. 109. All appropriations made for contingent ex- 

17 penses or other general purposes (except appropriations in 

18 fulfillment of contract obligations expressly authorized by 

19 law, or for objects required and authorized by law, without 

20 reference to the amounts annually appropriated therefor) 

21 shall, likewise, at the beginning of each fiscal year,' be so 

22 apportioned by monthly or other allotments as to prevent 

23 expenditures in one portion of the year which may necessi- 

24 tate deficiency or additional appropriations to complete the 

25 service of the fiscal year for which such appropriations are 
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Seo. 109. 

Where the compensation of any person in the service of the United States 
is annual or monthly the following rules for division of time and computation 
of pay for services rendered are hereby established : Annual compensation shall 
be divided into twelve equal installments, one of which shall be the pay for each 
calendar month ; and in making payments for a fractional part of a month one- 
thirtieth of one of such installments, or of a monthly compensation, shall be the 
daily rate of pay. For the purpose of computing such compensation and for 
computing time for services rendered during a fractional part of a month in 
connection with annual or monthly compensation, each and every month shall 
be held to consist of thirty days without regard to the actual number in any 
calendar month, thus excluding the thirty-first of any calendar month from the 
computation and treating February as if it actually had thirty days. Any per- 
son entering the service of the United States during a thirty-one-day month 
and serving until the end thereof shall be entitled to pay for that month from 
the date of entry to the thirtieth day of said month, Doth days inclusive; and 
any person entering said service during the month of February and serving 
until the end thereof shall be entitled to one month's pay, less as many thirtieths 
thereof as there were days elapsed prior to date of entry : Provided, That for 
one day's unauthorized absence on the thirty-first day of any calendar month 
one day's pay shall be forfeited. 

1906, June 30, ch. 3914, 34 Stat. L., 763. 

Secs. 109-114. 
^ No executive department or other government establishment of the 
United States shall expend in any one fiscal year any sum in excess of appro- 
priations made by Congress for that fiscal year, or involve the Government in 
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1 made. Apportionments so made shall not be waived or 

2 modified except by written order of the Postmaster-General 

3 made by reason of the happening of some extraordinary 

4 emergency or unusual circumstance which could not be antici- 

5 pated at the time of making such apportionment, and the 

6 reason for such waiver or modification shall be fully set forth 

7 in each particular case and communicated to Congress in con- 

8 nection with estimates for any additional appropriations re- 

9 quired on account thereof. 

10 Sec. 110. Where the compensation of any person in 

11 the service of the United States is annual or monthly the fol- 

12 lowing rules for division of time and computation of pay for 

13 services rendered are hereby established : Annual compensa- 

14 tion shall be divided into twelve equal installments, one of 

15 which shall be the pay for each calendar month; and in 

16 making payments for a fractional part of a month one- 

17 thirtieth of one of such installments, or of a monthly compen- 

18 sation, shall be the daily rate of pay. For the purpose of 

19 computing such compensation and for computing time for 

20 services rendered during a fractional part of a month in con- 

21 nection with annual or monthly compensation, each and 

22 every month shall be held to consist of thirty days without 

23 regard to the actual number in any calendar month, thus 

24 excluding the thirty-first of any calendar month from the 

25 computation and treating February as if it actually had thirty 
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any contract or other obligation for the future payment of money in excess of 
such appropriations, unless such contract or obligation is authorized by law. 
Nor shall any department or any officer of the Government accept voluntary 
service for the Government, or employ personal service in excess of that author- 
ized by law, except in cases of sudden emergency involving the loss of human 
life or the destruction of property. All appropriations made for contingent 
expenses or other general purposes, except appropriations made in fulfillment 
of .contract obligations expresslv authorized by law, or for objects required or 
authorized by law without reference to the amounts annually appropriated 
therefor, shall, on or before the beginning of each fiscal year, be so apportioned 
by monthly or other allotments as to prevent expenditures in one portion of 
the year which may necessitate deficiency or additional appropriations to 
complete the service of the fiscal year for which said appropriations are made ; 
and all such apportionments shall be adhered to and shall not be waived or 
modified except upon the happening of some extraordinary emergency or 
unusual circumstance which could not be anticipated at the time of making 
such apportionment, but this provision shall not apply to the contingent appro- 
priations of the Senate or House of Representatives; and in case said appor- 
tionments are waived or modified as herein provided, the same shall be waived 
or modified in writing by the head of such executive department or other 
government establishment having control of the expenditure, and the reasons 
therefor shall be fully set forth in each particular case and communicated to 
Congress in connection with estimates for any additional appropriations 
required on account thereof. Any person violating anv provision of this 
section shall be summarily removed from office and may also be punished by a 
fine of not less than one hundred dollars or by imprisonment for not less than 
one month. 

1906, Feb. 27, ch. 510, 34 Stat. L., 49. 
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1 days. Any person entering the service of the United States 

2 during a thirty-one-day month and serving until the end 

3 thereof shall he entitled to pay for that month from the date 

4 of entry to the thirtieth day of said month, both days in- 

5 elusive; and any person entering said service ' during the 

6 month of February and serving until the end thereof shall be 

7 entitled to one month's pay, less as many thirtieths thereof 

8 as there were days elapsed prior to date of entry: Provided, 

9 That for one day's unauthorized absence on the thirty-first 

10 day of any calendar month one day's pay shall be forfeited. 

11 Seo. 111. The Director of Posts shall furnish the assist- 

12 ant director of accounts and the Auditor for the Post-Office 

13 Department with duplicate originals of all orders making 

14 allotments under the provisions of this Act. 

15 Seo. 112. The assistant director or other head of every 

16 bureau or office shall cause to be kept in his office, subject to 

17 such regulations as may be prescribed, books of account, 

18 under the double-entry system, wherein at the beginning of 

19 each fiscal year shall be entered the sums allotted to said 

20 office under said appropriation Act for the postal service, and 

21 against which shall be charged, at the time of authorization, 

22 all expenditures authorized to be made in respect of the sum 

23 so allotted. 

24 Sec. 113. No assistant director or other head of a 

25 bureau or office to whom any allotment is made under the 
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1 provisions of this act shall expend in any one fiscal year any 

2 sum in excess of such part of the appropriation made hy Con- 

3 gress for that fiscal year as may he designated to he expended 

4 under his direction or as may he allotted as herein provided. 

5 Sec. 114. The assistant director of accounts in the Post- 

6 Office Department and the Auditor for the Post-Office Depart- 

7 ment in the Treasury shall not pass or approve any account 

8 for, or otherwise authorize, the expenditure in any one fiscal 

9 year of any sums in excess of the appropriation for that year, 

10 or the expenditure by any assistant director or other head of 

11 any bureau or office in any one fiscal year of any sum in 

12 excess of the allotment made to such officer for that year. 

13 Sec. 115. It shall not be lawful for the Postmaster- 

14 General or any officer of the Post-Office Department or the 

15 postal service to accept voluntary service for the Govern- 

16 ment in excess of that authorized by law, except in cases 

17 of sudden emergency involving the loss of human life or the 

18 destruction of property. 

19 Sec. 116. Any person violating any of the provisions 

20 of sections one hundred and seven, one hundred and nine, 

21 one hundred and thirteen, one hundred and fourteen, and 

22 one hundred and fifteen in this chapter contained, shall be 

23 summarily removed from office and may also be punished 

24 by a fine of not less than one hundred dollars or by imprison- 

25 ment for not less than one month. 
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Sec. 115. 

No department or officer of the United States shall accept voluntary service 
for the Government or employ personal service in excess 01 that authorized by 
law except in cases of sudden emergency involving the loss of human life or 
the destruction of property. 

1884, May 1, ch. 37, 1 Supp., 427. 



Digitized by 



Google 



126 

1 Sec. 117. No officer of the Post-Office Department, 

2 other than the Postmaster-General, the Director of Posts, 

3 the assistant director of accounts, and the officer to whom 

4 any allotment is made as herein provided, shall be respon- 

5 sible for or chargeable with any expenditure made by such 

6 officer in excess of the appropriation made by Congress or 

7 of the portion thereof so allotted. 

8 Sec. 118. Payments of money out of deposits in the 

9 Treasury to the credit of the postal service shall be made by 

10 warrants expressing on their face the appropriation to which 

11 they should be charged and shall be signed by the Post- 
12 master-General or in his stead as herein provided, and 

13 countersigned by the Auditor for the Post-Office Department. 

14 Sec. 119. Vouchers for the expenditure of any sum of 

15 money authorized by the appropriation act for the postal 

16 service, for which allotments have been made as herein pro- 

17 vided, shall be prepared in the bureau or office to the head 

18 whereof the expenditure of such sum has been allotted and 

19 shall be made in triplicate, in such form as may be pre- 

20 scribed, having annexed or attached to the original copy 

21 thereof a warrant for the payment of the sum of money 

22 therein designated and specifying on its face the appropria- 

23 tion to which payment should be charged. 

24 Sec. 120. The original and duplicate of each voucher 

25 shall thereupon be forwarded, together with the pay rolls or 
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Sbo. 118. 

Payments of money out of the Treasury on account of the postal service 
shall be in pursuance of appropriations made by law. by warrants of the Post- 
master-General, registered and countersigned by the Auditor for the Post-Office 
Department, and expressing on their face the appropriation to which they 
should be charged. 

R. S.. sec. 3674. 

The Postmaster-General may transfer debts due to the Department from 
postmasters and others to such contractors as have given bonds, with security, 
to refund any money that may come into their hands over and above the amount 
found due them on the settlement of their accounts, but such transfers shall 
only be in satisfaction of legal demands for which appropriations have been 
made. 

R. S., sec 4056. 

Note. — The practice authorized by this section is no longer pursued, con- 
tractors being paid directly by warrant. 
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1 other data in support thereof, hy the issuing hureau or office 

2 to the assistant director of accounts, who shall examine the 

3 same and determine whether the expenditure is authorized 

4 by law. If so authorized, the assistant director of accounts 

5 shall sign the original and duplicate copies of such voucher 

6 and cause the same to be duly recorded in such form and in 

7 such manner as the regulations may prescribe and shall for- 

8 ward the same, bearing his signature, to the Auditor for the 

9 Post-Office Department. 

10 Sec. 121. The Auditor for the Post-Office Department 

11 shall receive and examine such voucher and determine 

12 whether the expenditure thereby made is authorized by law. 

13 If so authorized, he shall retain for the records of his office 

14 the duplicate of such voucher and return the original, to- 

15 gether with all supporting data which may have been trans- 

16 mitted therewith, to the assistant director of accounts, and 

17 shall countersign the warrant annexed to or accompanying 

18 said voucher, which warrant he shall transmit to the assistant 

19 director of finance for issue. 

20 Sec. 122. Warrants, countersigned by the Auditor for 

21 the Post-Office Department, and the vouchers for which have 

22 been approved by him and the assistant director of accounts, 

23 shall be signed in the stead of the Postmaster-General by the 

24 assistant director of finance or such other officer above the 
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Sec. 122. 

The Postmaster-General may from time to time designate any officer of 
the Post-Office Department, above the grade of fourth-class clerk, to sign war- 
rants in his stead, and such warrants when so signed shall be of the same 
validity as if they had been signed by the Postmaster-General. 

1891, Mar. 3, ch. 647, 1 Supp., 932. 
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1 grade of fourth-class clerk as such assistant director shall 

2 designate to sign the same. 

3 Sec. 123. The assistant director or other head of every 

4 hureau or office shall, at least once a quarter, or oftener if 

5 required by the Director of Posts, cause lists to be prepared 

6 in quadruplicate of all vouchers originating in his office 

7 which have been passed by the assistant director of accounts 

8 and the Auditor for the Post-Office Department. One copy 

9 of said list shall be sent to the assistant director of accounts, 

10 one to the Auditor for the Post-Office Department, one to 

11 the Bureau of Finance, and one shall be retained in said 

12 bureau as a. permanent record of all vouchers prepared. 

13 The list forwarded to the assistant director of finance shall 

14 be stamped with the date of payment and returned to the 

15 bureau originating the same and there filed as a permanent 

16 record. 

17 Sec. 124. Except as in this Act provided, no advances 

18 of public money shall be made in any case whatever in re- 

19 spect of the Post-Office Department or the postal service; 

20 and in all cases of contracts for the performance of any 

21 service or the delivery of articles of any description for the 

22 use of the Post-Office Department or the postal service, pay- 

23 ment shall not exceed the value of the service rendered or 

24 of the articles delivered previous to such payment, and shall 

25 be made only to the persons to whom the same shall be 
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Sec. 124. 

No advance of public money shall be made in any case whatever. And in 
all cases of contracts for the performance of any service or the delivery of 
articles of any description for the use of the United States, payment shall not 
exceed the value of the service rendered or of the articles delivered previously 
to such payment. It shall, however, be lawful, under the special direction of 
the President, to make such advances to the disbursing officers of the Govern- 
ment as may be necessary to the faithful and prompt discharge of their respec- 
tive duties and to the fulfillment of the public engagements. * * * 

K. &, sec. 3648. 

All payments on account of the postal service shall be made to persons to 
whom the same shall be certified to be due by the sixth auditor, but advances 
of necessary sums to defray expenses may be made by the Postmaster-General 
to agents employed to investigate mail depredations, examine post routes and 
offices, and on other like services, to be charged to them by the auditor, and 
to be accounted for in the settlement of their accounts. 

K. S., sec. 4055. 
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1 certified to be due by the Auditor for the Post-Office De- 

2 partment. The Postmaster-General may, however, direct 

3 advances to be made (a) to the disbursing officers of his 

4 department as may be necessary for the faithful and prompt 

5 discharge of their respective duties and to the fulfillment of 

6 the public engagements, and (b) to postal officers and 

7 employees in the field for their actual and necessary ex- 

8 penses, to be charged to them and accounted for in their 

9 respective accounts. 

10 Sec. 125. In all cases where money has been paid out 

11 of the funds of the Post-Office Department under the pre- 

12 tense that service has been performed therefor, when, in fact, 

13 such service has not been performed, or as additional aJlow- 

14 ance for increased service actually rendered, when the addi- 

15 tional allowance exceeds the sum which, according to law, 

16 might rightfully have been allowed therefor, and in all other 

17 cases where money of the department has been paid to any 

18 person in consequence of fraudulent representations, or by 

19 the mistake, collusion, or misconduct of any officer or other 

20 employee in the postal service, the Postmaster-General shall 

21 cause suit to be brought to recover such wrong or fraudulent 

22 payment or excess, with interest thereon. 

23 Sec. 126. All sums appropriated for the various 

24 branches of expenditure in the Post-Office Department or the 

25 postal service shall be applied solely to the objects for which 

26 they are respectively made, and for no others. 

Digitized by 



Google 



133 



Sec. 125. 

In all cases where money has been paid out of the funds of the Post-Office 
Department under the pretense that service has been performed therefor, when, 
in fact, such service has not been performed, or as additional allowance for 
increased service actually rendered, when the additional allowance exceeds the 
sum which, according to law, might rightfully have been allowed therefor, and 
in all other cases where money of the department has been paid to any person 
in consequence of fraudulent representations, or by the mistake, collusion, or 
misconduct of any officer or other employee in tfie postal service, the Post- 
master-General shall cause suit to be brought to recover such wrong or fraudu- 
lent payment or excess, with interest thereon. 

K. S., sec. 4057. 



Sec. 126. 

All sums appropriated for the various branches of expenditure in the 
public service shall be applied solely to the objects for which they are respec- 
tively made, and for no others. 

K. S., sec. 3678. 

See 1878, June 19, ch. 329, 1 Supp., 201 ; R. a, sees. 3690, 3691. 
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1 Sec. 127. No moneys appropriated for contingent, in- 

2 cidental, or miscellaneous purposes shall be expended or paid 

3 for official or clerical compensation. 

4 Sec. 128. Whenever any original check or warrant of 

5 the Post-Office Department has been lost, stolen, or de- 

6 stroyed, the Postmaster-General may authorize the issuance 

7 of a duplicate thereof, within three years from the date of 

8 such original check or warrant, upon the execution by the 

9 owner thereof of such bond of indemnity as the Postmaster- 

10 General may prescribe: Provided, That when such original 

11 check or warrant does not exceed in amount the sum of fifty 

12 dollars, and the payee is, at the date of the application, an 

13 officer or employee in the service of the Post-Office Depart- 

14 ment, whether by contract, designation, or appointment, the 

15 Postmaster-General may in lieu of an indemnity bond au- 

16 thorize the issuance of a duplicate check or warrant upon 

17 such an affidavit as he may prescribe, to be made before any 

18 postmaster by the payee of an original check or warrant. 

19 Sec. 129. Any warrant which the assistant director of 
.20 finance shall not have been able, by the exercise of due dili- 

21 gence, to deliver within three months from its date of issue, 

22 to the person in whose favor such warrant was drawn, shall 

23 be canceled and the amount thereof charged back to the 

24 depositary on whom such warrant was drawn, and proper 

25 entries in the books of account shall thereupon be made 
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Sec. 127. 

No moneys appropriated for contingent, incidental, or miscellaneous pur- 
poses shall be expended or paid for official or clerical compensation. 
See 1875, Mar. 3, ch. 129, 18 Stat. L., 367. 
R. S., sec. 3682. 

Sec. 128. 

Amend sections thirty-six hundred and forty-six and thirty-six hundred 
and forty-seven of the Revised Statutes of the United States (as amended by 
act of June nineteenth, nineteen hundred and six) to read as follows: 

"Whenever any original check or warrant of the Post-Office Department 
has been lost, stolen, or destroyed, the Postmaster-General may authorize the 
issuance of a duplicate thereof within three years from the date of such original 
check or warrant, upon the execution by the owner thereof of such bond of in- 
demnity as the Postmaster-General may prescribe : Provided, That when such 
original check or warrant does not exceed in amount the sum of fifty dollars, and 
the payee is, at the date of the application, an officer or employee in the service 
of the Post-Office Department, whether by contract, designation, or appoint- 
ment, the Postmaster-General may, in lieu of an indemnitv bond, authorize the 
issuance of a duplicate check or warrant upon such an affidavit as he may pre- 
scribe, to be made before any postmaster by the payee of an original check or 
warrant. 

May 27, 1908. ch. 206, 35 Stats. L., p. 406. 

But nothing herein (i. e., sec. 4046, R. S. U. S.) contained shall be construed 
to prohibit any postmaster depositing under the direction of the Postmaster-Gen- 
eral, in a national bank, designated by the Secretary of the Treasury for that 
purpose, to his own credit as postmaster, any money order or other funds in his 
charge, nor prevent his negotiating drafts or other evidences of debt through 
such bank, or through United States disbursing officers, or otherwise, when in- 
structed or required to do so by the Postmaster-General, for the purpose of re- 
mitting surplus money order funds from one post-office to another, to be used 
in payment of money orders. Disbursing officers of the United States shall 
issue, under regulations to be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, du- 
plicates of lost checks drawn by them in favor of any postmaster on account of 
money order or other public funds received by them from some other postmaster. 

R. S., sec. 4046. 
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1 showing the continuance of the liability of the postal service 

2 to the payee of such warrant, and a new warrant for the pay- 

3 ment of the same may be drawn at any time before the 

4 moneys available therefor shall have been carried to the sur- 

5 plus fund and covered into the Treasury. 

6 Sec. 130. The Postmaster-General may authorize the 

7 sale of post-route maps to the public at the cost of printing 

8 and ten per centum thereof added, the proceeds of such sales 

9 to be used as a further appropriation for the preparation and 

10 publication of the post-route maps. All expenditures made 

11 by the chief of the topographer's office for the preparation 

12 and publication of postal maps shall be paid out of the appro- 

13 priations for the preparation and publication of post-route 

14 maps, and shall be accounted for as in other cases of 

15 expenditure. 

16 Sec. 131. No part of the appropriations made for print- 

17 ing and binding shall be used for any illustration, engraving, 

18 or photograph in any document or report ordered printed by 

19 Congress unless the order to print expressly authorizes the 

20 same, nor in any document or report of the Post-Office De- 

21 partment or postal service until the Postmaster-General shall 

22 certify that the illustration is necessary and relates entirely 

23 to the transaction of the public business. 

24 Sec. 132. No officer of the Post-Office Department or 

25 the postal service, or any other person employed therein, 
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Sec. 130. 

The Postmaster-General may authorize the sale of post-route maps to the 
public at the cost of printing and ten per centum thereof added, the proceeds 
of such sales to be used as a further appropriation for the preparation and pub- 
lication of post-route maps, * * * 

1901, Mar. 3, ch. 830, 31 Stat. L., 1005. 

June 30, 1906, 34 Stat L., 679. 

That all expenditures made by the chief of the topographer's office for the 
preparation and publication of post-route maps shall be accounted for by 
vouchers accompanied by affidavit, and the money therefor shall be disbursed 
by a disbursing officer of the Post-Office Department, and all of the above dis- 
bursements shall be paid out of the appropriation for the preparation and pub- 
lication of post-route maps. 

June 17, 1878, ch. 259, 1 Supp., sec. 2, p. 187. 



Sec. 131. 

No part of the appropriations made for printing and binding shall be used 
for any illustration, engraving, or photograph in any document or report or- 
dered printed by Congress, unless the order to print expressly authorizes the 
same, nor in any document or report of any executive department or other 
government establishment until the head of the executive department or gov- 
ernment establishment shall certify in a letter transmitting such report that the 
illustration is necessary and relates entirely to the transaction of public busi- 
ness. 

1905, Mar. 3, ch. 1483, 33 Stat. L., 1213. 

No head of any executive department, or of any bureau, branch, or office of 
the Government shall cause to be printed, nor shall the Public Printer print, 
any document or matter except that which is authorized by law and necessary 
to the public business; and executive officers, before transmitting their annual 
reports, shall carefully examine the same and all accompanying documents, 
and exclude therefrom all matter, including engravings, maps, drawings, ana 
illustrations, except such as they shall certify in their Tetters transmitting such 
reports are necessary and relate entirely to the transaction of the public 
business. 

1895, Jan. 12, ch. 23, sec. 94, 2 Supp., 364. 

Sec. 132. 

No officer in any branch of the public service, or any other person whose 
salary, pay, or emoluments are fixed by law or regulations, shall receive any 
additional pay, extra allowance, or compensation, in any form whatever, for 
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1 whose salary, pay, compensation, or emoluments are fixed by 

2 law or regulation, shall receive any additional salary, pay, 

3 compensation, emoluments, perquisites, or extra allowance, 

4 in any form whatever, for any service or duty whatever, 

5 unless the same is authorized by law making explicit appro- 

6 priation for such additional salary, pay, compensation, or 

7 extra allowance. 

8 Sec. 133. No part of the contingent fund appropriated 

9 for the Post-Office Department shall be applied to the 

10 purchase of any articles except such as the Postmaster- 

11 General, the Director of Posts, or the assistant director of 

12 supplies shall deem necessary and proper to carry on the 

13 business of the department and shall by written order direct 

14 to be procured. 

15 Sec. 134. All balances of appropriations for the Post- 
16 Office Department contained in the annual appropriation 

17 act for the legislative, executive, and judicial expenses of 

18 the Government, and made specifically for the service of 

19 any fiscal year and remaining unexpended at the expiration 

20 of such fiscal year shall only be applied to the payment of 

21 expenses properly incurred during that year or to the fuifill- 

22 ment of contracts properly made within that year. This 

23 section, however, shall not apply to appropriations known 

24 as permanent or indefinite appropriations. 
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the disbursement of public money, or for any other service or duty whatever, 
unless the same is authorized by law, and the appropriation therefor explicitly 
states that it is for such additional pay, extra allowance, or compensation. 

R. S., sec. 1765. 

No civil officer of the Government shall hereafter receive any compensa- 
tion or perquisites, directly or indirectly, from the Treasury or property of 
the United States beyond his salary or compensation allowed by law. 

1874, June 20, ch. 328, sec. 3; 1 Supp., 18. 



Sec. 133. 

No part of the contingent fund appropriated to any department, bureau, 
or office shall be applied to the purchase of any articles except such as the head 
of the department shall deem necessary and proper to carry on the business 
of the department, bureau, or office, and shall, by written order, direct to be 
procured. 

K. S., sec. 3683. 



Sec. 134. 

All balances of appropriations contained in the annual appropriation bills 
and made specifically for the service of any fiscal year, and remaining unex- 
pended at the expiration of such fiscal year, shall only be applied to the pay- 
ment of expenses properly incurred during that year or to tne fulfillment of 
contracts properly made within that year; and balances not needed for such 
purposes snail be carried to the surplus fund. This section, however, shall not 
apply to appropriations known as permanent or indefinite appropriations. 

K. S., sec. 3690. 
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1 Sec. 135. The Secretary of the Treasury shall cause 

2 all unexpended balances of appropriations for the Post-Office 

3 Department which shall have remained upon the books of 

4 the Treasury for two fiscal years to be carried to the surplus 

5 fund and covered into the Treasury. 

6 Sec. 136, The Auditor for the Post-Office Department 

7 and the Comptroller of the Treasury shall continue to receive, 

8 examine, and consider the justice and validity of all claims 

9 under appropriations the balances of which have been ex- 

10 hausted or carried to the surplus fund under the provisions of 

11 the section last preceding that may be brought before them 

12 within the period of five years. 

13 Sec 137. The Secretary of the Treasury shall, at the 

14 commencement of each session of Congress, report the 

15 amount due each claimant whose claim has been allowed, in 

16 whole or in part, to the Speaker of the House of Representa- 

17 tives and the presiding officer of the Senate, who shall lay 

18 the same before their respective houses for consideration: 

19 Provided, That nothing in this Act shall be construed to au- 

20 thorize the reexamination and payment of any claim or 

21 account which has been once examined and rejected, unless 

22 reopened in accordance with existing law. 

23 Sec. 138. The revenues of the postal service shall 

24 consist of all money derived from: 
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Sec. 135. 

* * * The Secretary of the Treasury shall cause all unexpended bal- 
ances of appropriations which shall have remained upon the books of the 
Treasury for two fiscal years to l>e carried to the surplus fund and covered into 
the Treasury. * * * 

1874, June 20, ch. 328, sec. 5; 1 Supp., 18. 



Sec. 136. 

* * * And it shall be the duty of the several accounting officers of the 
Treasury to continue to receive, examine, and consider the justice and validity 
of all claims under appropriations, the balances of which have been exhausted 
or carried to the surplus fund under the provisions of said section (act June 
20, 1874), that may be brought before them within a period of five years. 

1878, June 14, ch. 191, &c. 4, 1 Supp., 180. 



Sec. 137. 

* * * The Secretary of the Treasury shall, at the commencement of 
each session of Congress, report the amount due each claimant whose claim 
has been allowed in whole or in part to the Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives and the Presiding Officer of the Senate, who shall lay the same before 
their respective Houses for consideration : Provided, That nothing in this act 
shall be construed to authorize the reexamination and payment of any claim 
or account which has been once examined and rejected, unless reopened in ac- 
cordance with existing law. 

1884, July 7, ch. 334, 1 Supp., 470. 

Note. — The act of July 7, 1884, shown in parentheses, is a substitute for 
the omitted paragraph of the act of June 14, 1878. 



Secs. 138-139. 

The accounts of the postal service shall be kept in such a manner as to 
exhibit separately the amount of revenue derived from the following sources, 
respectively : 

First. Letter postage. 

Second. Book, newspaper, and pamphlet postage. 

Third. Registered letters. 

Fourth. Box rents and branch offices. 
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1 First. Postage, at all accounting post-offices; 

2 Second. The sale of postage stamps, postal cards, 

3 stamped envelopes, and other stamped paper to imprest 

4 post-offices; 

5 Third. Box rents at all accounting post-offices; 

6 Fourth. Unclaimed money and the proceeds of the sale 

7 or disposition of the other contents found in dead letters and 

8 other mail matter, the owner whereof can not be found; 

9 Fifth. Money or property taken from the mail by 

10 robbery, theft, or otherwise, or the proceeds thereof, which 

11 may come into the hands of any officer, agent, or employee 

12 of the United States, or any other person whatever, the 

13 owner of which can not be found; 

14 Sixth. Fines and penalties imposed for any violation of 

15 the postal laws, except such part thereof as may, by law, 

16 belong to the informer or party prosecuting for the same; 

17 Seventh. The sale of waste paper, twine, dead news- 

18 papers, and printed matter, or other public property of the 

19 Post-Office Department 

20 Eighth. The net proceeds of the money-order business; 

21 Ninth. All other receipts of any accounting post-office 

22 on account of anything done or service rendered by the 

23 postal service, or any officer, agent, or employee thereof; 

24 Tenth. Balances paid by foreign countries to the Post- 
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Fifth. Postage stamps and envelopes. 

Sixth. Dead letters. 

Seventh. Fines and penalties. 

Eighth. Revenue from money-order business. 

Ninth. Miscellaneous. 

And they shall exhibit separately the amount of expenditure made for each 
of the following subjects, respectively: 

First. Transportation of the mail. 

Second. Compensation of postmasters. 

Third. Compensation of letter carriers. 

Fourth. Compensation for clerks for post-offices. 

Fifth. Compensation for blank agents and assistants. 

Sixth. Mail depredations and special agents. 

Seventh. Postage stamps and envelopes. 

Eighth. Ship, steamboat, and way letters. 

Ninth. Dead letters. 

Tenth. Mail bags. 

Eleventh. Mail locks and keys. 

Twelfth. Post marking and canceling stamps. 

Thirteenth. Wrapping paper. 

Fourteenth. Twine. 

Fifteenth. Letter balances. 

Sixteenth. Office furniture. 

Seventeenth. Advertising. 

Eighteenth. Balances for foreign countries. 

Nineteenth. Rent, light, and fuel for post-offices. 

Twentieth. Stationery. 

Twenty-first. Miscellaneous. 

R. S., sec. 4049. 

Unclaimed money in dead letters for which no owner can be found; all 
money taken from the mail by robbery, theft, or otherwise, which may come 
into the hands of any agent or employee of the United States, or any other 
person whatever ; all fines and penalties imposed for any violation of the postal 
laws, except such part as may by law belong to the informer or party prose- 
cuting for the same; and all mon<w derived from the sale of waste paper or 
other public property of the Post-Office Department shall be deposited in the 
Treasury, under the direction of the Postmaster-General, as part of the postal 
revenue. And the Postmaster-General shall cause to be placed to the credit of 
the Treasurer of the United States, for the service of the Post-Office Depart- 
ment, the net proceeds of the money-order business; and the receipts of the 
Post-Office Department derived from this source during each quarter shall be 
entered by the sixth auditor in the accounts of such department, under the head 
of " Revenue from money-order business." 

R. S., sec. 4050. 
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1 Office Department on account of the services of the Universal 

2 Postal Union. 

3 Sec. 139. The accounts of the postal service shall be 

4 kept in such manner as to exhibit separately the amount of 

5 revenue derived from each of the sources mentioned in the 

6 last preceding section. 

7 Sec. 140. The postal revenue, when collected, shall be 

8 deposited in the Treasury of the United States under the di- 

9 rection of the Postmaster-General to the credit of the service 

10 of the Post-Office Department. 

11 Sec. 141. All such deposits on account of the postal 

12 service shall be brought into the Treasury by warrants of the 

13 Postmaster-General to be known as collection warrants, coun- 

14 tersigned by the Auditor for the Post-Office Department, and 

15 no credit shall be allowed for any deposit until such warrant 

16 has been issued. Such deposits shall not be subject to the 

17 draft of the Treasurer of the United States. 

18 Sec. 142. The Treasurer, assistant treasurer, or desig- 

19 nated depositary receiving deposit of postal revenue shall 

20 make out a receipt or certificate of deposit in quadruplicate in 

21 such form as may be prescribed, of which one copy shall be 

22 retained in his office as a voucher, one shall be forwarded to 

23 the assistant director of finance, one to the assistant director 

24 of accounts, one to the Auditor for the Post-Office Depart- 
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Sec. 140. 

The postal revenues and all debts due the Post-Office Department shall, 
when collected, be paid into the Treasury of the United States, under the direc- 
tion of the Postmaster-General, and the Treasurer, assistant treasurer, or des- 
ignated depositary receiving such payment shall give the depositary duplicate 
receipts therefor. 

K. S., sec. 407. 



Sec. 141. 

All deposits on account of the postal service shall be brought into the 
Treasury by warrants of the Postmaster-General, countersigned by the auditor, 
and no credit shall be allowed for any deposit until such warrant has been 
issued. 

K. S., sec. 408. 



Sec. 142. 

The postal revenues and all debts due the Post-Office Department shall, when 
collected, be paid into the Treasury of the United States under the direction of 
the Postmaster-General, and the Treasurer, assistant treasurer, or designated 
depositary receiving such payment shall give the depositor a duplicate receipt 
therefor, to be retained by him in his office as a voucher, and shall forward the 
original to the Auditor for the Post-Office Department, to be placed to the credit 
of the depositor in audit of his accounts. 

1894, Jan. 22, ch. 17, 2 Supp., 166. 

See 1896, May 28, ch. 252, sec. 5, 2 Supp., 478. 

* * * Each depositary * * * shall make return to the * * * 
Post-Office Department of all moneys received and paid by him at such times and 
in such forms as shall be directed by the * * * Postmaster-General. 

K. S., sec. 3644. 



64275—08 19 



Digitized by 



Google 



146 

1 ment, and the same shall be placed to the credit of the de- 

2 positor in the audit of his accounts. 

3 Sec. 143, Every depositary shall keep his accounts of 

4 the money paid to or deposited with him belonging to the 

5 Post-Office Department separate and distinct from the ac- 

6 count kept by him of other public moneys so paid or depos- 

7 ited; and shall make return, in the form of transcripts or in 

8 such other form and at such times as the Postmaster-General 

9 may prescribe, to the Post-Office Department of all such 

10 moneys received and paid by him. 

11 Sec. 144. Money deposited to the credit of the service 

12 of the Post-Office Department may be transferred between 

13 the Treasurer and assistant treasurers, or designated depos- 

14 itaries, by warrant of the Postmaster-General, to be known as 

15 transfer warrants, at his discretion and as the safety of the 

16 public money and the convenience of the service may require. 

17 Sec. 145. Warrants of the Postmaster-General for the 

18 deposit or transfer of any money to the credit of the service 

19 of the Post-Office Department may be signed in his stead by 

20 the assistant director of finance, or such officer of the Post- 
21 Office Department above the grade of fourth-class clerk, as 

22 such assistant director shall designate to sign the same. 

23 Sec. 146. Whenever the Postmaster-General is satis- 

24 fied that money or property taken from the mails by robbery, 

25 theft, or otherwise, or the proceeds thereof, has been received 
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Sec. 143. 

Every depositary shall keep his account of the money paid to or deposited 
with him belonging to the Post-Office Department separate and distinct from the 
account kept by him of other public moneys so paid or deposited. 

R. S., sec. 3642. 

* * * Each depositary * * * shall make returns to the * * * 
Post-Office Department of all moneys received and paid by him at such times 
and in such forms as shall be directed by the * * * Postmaster-General. 

R. S., sec. 3644. 



Sec. 144. 

The Postmaster-General may transfer money belonging to the postal serv- 
ice between the Treasurer, assistant treasurers, and designated depositaries, at 
his discretion, and as the safety of the public money and the convenience of the 
service may require. 

R. S., sec. 3641. 



Sec. 145. 

The Postmaster-General may, from time to time, designate any officer of 
the Post-Office Department above the grade of fourth-class clerk, or any em- 
ployee in the office of the Third Assistant Postmaster-General above the grade 
of a clerk of class E, to sign warrants, " collection " and " transfer " drafts in 
his stead, and such warrants and drafts when so signed shall be of the same 
validity as if signed by the Postmaster-General. 

(1903, Mar. 3, ch. 1009, sec. 6, 32 Stat L., 1176.) 

1907, Mar. 2, ch. 2513; 34 Stat. L., 1206. 



. Sec. 146. 
Whenever the Postmaster-General is satisfied that money or property 
stolen from the mail, or the proceeds thereof, has been received at the depart- 
ment, he may, upon satisfactory evidence as to the owner, deliver the same to 
him. 

R. S., sec. 4058. 
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1 at the department, or come into the hands of any officer, 

2 agent, or employee of the postal service, he may, upon satis- 

3 factory evidence as to the owner, deliver the same to him. 

4 Sec. 147. The Director of Posts, subject to the general 

5 supervisory powers of the Postmaster-General, shall, from 

6 time to time, prescribe the form and manner, not incon- 

7 sistent with this Act, of keeping, rendering, and stating 

8 the accounts of the Post-Office Department and the postal 

9 service. 

10 Seo. 148. The accounts of the Post-Office Department 

11 and the postal service, including (a) accounts of salaries 

12 and incidental expenses of the office of the Postmaster-Gen- 

13 eral and of all bureaus and offices under his direction; (b) 

14 the accounts of postmasters and all other persons receiving 

15 or expending money on account of the postal service; (c) the 

16 accounts of postmasters and all other persons receiving or 

17 expending money on account of the money-order business; 

18 (d) all accounts relating to the transportation of the mails; 

19 and (e) all other accounts of business within the jurisdiction 

20 of the Post-Office Department, shall be rendered to the as- 

21 sistant director of accounts in such form and at such times 

22 and under such regulations not inconsistent with this Act as 

23 the Postmaster-General may prescribe. 

24 Sec. 149. The assistant director of accounts shall re- 

25 port to the Director of Posts all delinquencies of postmasters 
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Sbo. 147. 

The Sixth Auditor shall keep the accounts of his office so as to show the 
expenditures of the Post-Office Department under each item of appropriation 
provided by law. 

1875, Mar. 8, ch. 128, sec. 4, 1 Supp., 70. See 1890, Sept. 30, ch. 1126, 1 
Supp., 811. 
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1 or other persons charged with the receipt or disbursement of 

2 money on account of the postal service in rendering their 

3 accounts and returns, or in paying over postal, money order, 

4 or any other funds coming into their hands. 

5 Sec. 150. The assistant director of accounts shall 

6 cause all accounts returned to him to be examined and 

7 audited and the items thereof to be entered in such books 

8 of account and in such form and manner not inconsistent 

9 with- this Act as the Postmaster-General may prescribe. 

10 Sec. 151. After such examination, audit, and entry, 

11 the assistant director of accounts shall transmit such accounts 

12 and vouchers to the Auditor for the Post-Office Department 

13 to be examined and audited for the final settlement thereof. 

14 Seo. 152. The Auditor for the Post-Office Department 

15 shall receive and examine all such accounts and certify the 

16 balances arising thereon back to the assistant director of 

17 accounts for accounts of the postal revenue and expenditures 

18 therefrom, and to the Division of Bookkeeping and War- 

19 rants, Treasury Department, for other accounts, and shall 

20 also send copies of the certificates in the latter cases to the 

21 assistant director of accounts. 

22 Sec. 153. Any act or duty herein provided to be done 

23 or performed by the Auditor for the Post-Office Department 

24 may be done or performed under such regulations as the 

25 Secretary of the Treasury may prescribe, by a deputy 
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Sec. 151. 

The auditors of the Treasury shall hereafter be designated as follows: 
* "* * the Sixth Auditor as Auditor for the Post-Office Department 

1894, July 81, ch. 174, sec. 3, 2 Supp., 212. 

There shall be connected with the Department of the Treasury six audi- 
tors of accounts, who shall be appointed bv the President, by ajid with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, and shall be known as the First, Second, 
Third, Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Auditors, respectively. Each auditor is 
entitled to a salary of four thousand dollars a year. 

R. S., sec. 276. 

Sec. 152. 

The deputy auditors for the Post-Office Department are charged with 
the examination, and signing in the name of the Auditor, of Post-Office 
Department warrants, collection and transfer drafts, and certificates of settle- 
ment of accounts to the Postmaster-General, and the control of the appropria- 
tions for furniture and miscellaneous items. During the absence of the 
auditor one of the deputy auditors acts in his stead. 

See 1891, Mar. 3, ch. 541, 1 Supp., 926. 



Sec. 153. 

Seventh. The sixth auditor shall receive all accounts arising in the Poet- 
Office Department, or relative thereto, with the vouchers necessary to a correct 
adjustment thereof, and shall audit and settle the same and certify the balances 
thereon to the Postmaster-General.' He shall keep and preserve all accounts 
and vouchers after settlement. He shall close the account of the department 
quarterly, and transmit to the Secretary of the Treasury quarterly statements 
of its receipts and expenditures. He shall report to the Postmaster-General, 
when required to do so, the manner and form of keeping and stating the 
accounts of the department, and the official forms of papers to be used in con^ 
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1 auditor for the Post-Office •Department, and when so done 

2 or performed shall have the same validity as if done or per- 

3 formed by the auditor. 

4 Sec. 154. After settlement all accounts of the postal 

5 revenue and expenditures therefrom, together with the 

6 vouchers relating to the same, shall be returned by the audi- 

7 tor to the assistant director of accounts, who shall, under such 

8 regulations as may be prescribed, preserve the same, but 

9 the auditor shall at all times have access to such accounts 

10 and vouchers and the records thereof. 

11 Seo. 155. The balances which may from time to time 

12 be certified by the Auditor for the Post-Office Department to 

13 the assistant director of accounts and to the Division of Book- 

14 keeping and Warrants, Treasury Department, shall be final 

15 and conclusive upon the executive branch of the Government, 

16 except that any person whose accounts may have been set- 

17 tied, the Postmaster-General or the Comptroller of the Treas- 

18 ury may, within a year, obtain a revision of the said ac- 

19 counts by the Comptroller of the Treasury, whose decision 

20 upon such revision shall be final and conclusive upon the 

21 executive branch of the Government: Provided, That the 

22 Secretary of the Treasury may, when in his judgment the 

23 interests of the Government require it, suspend payment and 

24 direct the reexamination of any account. Upon a certifi- 

25 cate of the Comptroller of the Treasury of any difference 
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nection with its receipts and expenditures. He shall report to the Postmaster- 
General all delinquencies of postmasters in rendering their accounts and 
returns, or in paying over money-order funds and other receipts at their offices. 
He shall register, charge, and countersign all warrants upon the Treasury for 
receipts or payments issued by the Postmaster-General, when warranted by 
law. He shall perform such other duties in relation to the financial concerns 
of the Department as may be assigned to him by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and make to the Secretary or to the Postmaster-General such reports respecting 
the same as either of them may require. 

R. S., sec. 277. 

* * * The Auditor for the Post-Office Department shall receive and 
examine all accounts of salaries and incidental expenses of the office of the 
Postmaster-General and of all bureaus and offices under his direction, all postal 
and money-order accounts of postmasters, all accounts relating to the trans- 

Sortation of the mails, and to all other business within the jurisdiction of the 
'ost-Office Department, and certify the balances arising thereon to the Post- 
master-General for accounts of the postal revenues and expenditures therefrom, 
and to the divison of bookkeeping and warrants for other accounts, and send 
forthwith copies of the certificates in the latter cases to the Postmaster- 
Cirenei*al 

1894, July 31, ch. 174, sec. 7, 2 Supp., 215. 
See R. S., sec. 277. 



Sec. 155. 

Whenever the Postmaster-General or any person whose accounts have been 
settled by the sixth auditor is dissatisfied with the settlement made by the au- 
ditor ? he may, within twelve months, appeal to the First Comptroller, whose 
decision shall be conclusive. (See act July 31, 1894.) 

R. S., sec. 270. 

The balances which may from time to time be certified by the auditors to 
the division of bookkeeping and warrants, or to the Postmaster-General, upon 
the settlements of public accounts, shall be final and conclusive upon the execu- 
tive branch of the Government, except that any person whose accounts may 
have been settled, the head of the executive department, * * * or the Comp- 
troller of the Treasury, may, within a year, obtain a revision of the said account 
by the Comptroller oi the Treasury, whose decision upon such revision shall be 
final and conclusive upon the executive branch of the Government: Provided, 
That the Secretary oi the Treasury may, when in his judgment the interests 
of the Government require it, suspend payment and direct the reexamination 
of any account. 

1894, July 31, ch. 174, sec. 8, 2 Supp., 215. 
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1 ascertained by him upon revision, the Auditor for the Post- 

2 Office Department shall state an account of such difference 

3 and certify the same in the same manner as is provided for 

4 certificates of balances. 

5 Sec. 156. Any person accepting payment under a set- 

6 tlement by the Auditor for the Post-Office Department shall 

7 be thereby precluded from obtaining a revision of such set- 

8 tlement as to any items upon which payment is accepted. 

9 But nothing in this section shall prevent the Auditor for the 

10 Post-Office Department from suspending items in an account 

11 in order to obtain further evidence or explanations necessary 

12 to their settlement. When suspended items are finally set- 

13 tied a revision may be had as in cases of original settlements. 

14 Action upon any account or business shall not be delayed 

15 awaiting applications for revision. 

16 Sec. 157. The Secretary of the Treasury shall make 

17 regulations fixing the time which shall expire before a war- 

18 rant shall be issued in payment of an account certified, as 

19 provided herein, to the Division of Bookkeeping and War- 

20 rants, Treasury Department. 

21 Sec. 158. The auditor for the Post-Office Department 

22 shall superintend the collection of all debts due the Post-Office 

23 Department, and all penalties and forfeitures imposed for any 

24 violation of the postal laws, and take all such other measures 

25 as may be authorized by law to enforce the payment of such 



Digitized by 



Google 



155 



Sec. 156. 

Any person accepting payment under a settlement by an auditor shall be 
thereby precluded from obtaining a revision of such settlement as to any items 
upon which payment is accepted; but nothing in this act shall prevent an 
auditor from suspending items in an account in order to obtain further evidence 
or explanations necessary to their settlement. When suspended items are 
finally settled a revision may be had as in the case of the original settlement. 
Action upon any account or business shall not be delayed awaiting application 
for revision: Provided, That the Secretary of the Treasury shall make regula- 
tions fixing the time which shall expire before a warrant is issued in payment 
of an account certified as provided in section seven and eight of this act. 

1894, July 31, ch. 174, sec. 8, 2 Supp., 215. 



Sec. 158. 

The sixth auditor (Auditor for the Post-Office Department) shall superin- 
tend the collection of all debts due the Post-Office Department and all penalties 
and forfeitures imposed for any violation of the postal laws, and take all such 
other measures as may be authorized by law to enforce the payment of such 
debts and the recovery of such penalties and forfeitures. He shall also superin- 
tend the collection of all penalties and forfeitures arising under other statutes, 
where such penalties and forfeitures are the consequence of unlawful acts 
affecting the revenues or property of the Post-Office Department. (See act 
March 3, 1875, ch. 130, sec. 2, and act July 31, 1894, ch. 174, sec. 3.) 

K. S., sec. 292. 

See 1896, Feb. 26, ch. 33, 2 Supp., 448. 
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1 debts and the recovery of such penalties and forfeitures. He 

2 shall also superintend the collection of all penalties and for- 

3 feitures arising under other statutes, where such penalties and 

4 forfeitures are the consequence of unlawful acts affecting the 

5 revenues or property of the Post-Office Department. 

6 Sec. 159. Whenever a judgment is obtained for a debt 

7 or damages due the Post-Office Department, and it satisfac- 

8 torily appears that such judgment, or so much thereof as re- 

9 mains unpaid, can not be collected by due process of law, the 

10 auditor for the Post-Office Department may, with the written 

11 consent of the Postmaster-General, compromise such judg- 

12 ment and accept in satisfaction less than the full amount 

13 thereof. 

14 Sec. 160. In case of delinquency of any postmaster, 

15 contractor, or other officer, agent, or employee of the Post- 
16 Office Department, in which suit is brought, the Auditor for 

17 the Post-Office Department and the assistant director of 

18 accounts shall forward to the Department of Justice certified 

19 copies of all papers in their respective offices tending to sus- 

20 tain the claim. 

21 Sec. 161. All penalties and forfeitures imposed for any 

22 violation of law affecting the Post-Office Department or its 

23 revenue or property shall be recoverable, one half to the use 

24 of the person informing and prosecuting for the same and the 

25 other half to be deposited in the Treasury for the use of the 

26 service of the Post-Office Department, unless a different dis- 
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Sec. 159. 

Whenever a judgment is obtained for a debt pr damages due to the Post- 
Office Department, and it satisfactorily appears that such judgment, or so much 
thereof as remains unpaid, can not be collected by due process of law, the sixth 
auditor may, with the written consent of the Postmaster-General, compromise 
such judgment, and accept in satisfaction less than the full amount thereof. 

R. S., sec. 295. 



Sbo. 160. 

In case of delinquency of anv postmaster, contractor, or other officer, agent, 
or employee of the Post-Office Department, in which suit is brought, the sixth 
auditor shall forward to the Department of Justice certified copies of all 
papers in his office tending to sustain the claim. 

R. S., sec. 296. 



Sec. 161. . • . . 

Allpenalties and forfeitures imposed for any violation of law affecting the 
Post-Omce Department for its revenue or property shall be recoverable, one- 
half to the use of the person informing ana prosecuting for the same, and the 
other half to be paid into the Treasury for tne use of the Post-Office Depart- 
ment, unless a different disposal is expressly prescribed. All fines collected 
for violations of such laws shall be paid into tne Treasury for the use of the 
Post-Office Department. 

R. S., sec 4059. 
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1 posal is expressly prescribed. All fines collected for viola- 

2 tion of such laws shall be deposited in the Treasury for the 

3 use of the service of the Post-Office Department. 

4 Sec. 162. In all cases of fine, penalty, forfeiture, or dis- 

5 ability, or alleged liability for any sum of money by way of 

6 damages or otherwise, under any provision of law in relation 

7 to the officers, employees, operations, or business of the postal 

8 service, the Postmaster-General may prescribe such general 

9 rules and modes of proceeding as shall appear to be expe- 

10 dient, for the government of the auditor for the Post-Office 

11 Department, in ascertaining the fact in each case in which the 

12 auditor for the Post-Office Department shall certify to him 

13 that the interests of the department probably require the ex- 

14 ercise of his powers over fines, penalties, forfeitures, and 

15 liabilities, and upon the fact being ascertained, the auditor for 

16 the Post-Office Department may, with the written consent of 

17 the Postmaster-General, mitigate or remit such fine, penalty, 

18 or forfeiture, remove such disability, or compromise, release, 

19 or discharge such claim for such sum of money and damages, 

20 and on such terms as the auditor for the Post-Office Depart- 

21 ment shall deem just and expedient. 

22 Sec. 163. The Auditor for the Post-Office Department, 

23 the assistant director of accounts, and any mayor of a city, 

24 justice of the peace, notary public, judge of any court of 

25 record, or any other officer or magistrate duly appointed in 
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Sec. 162. 

In all cases of fine, penalty, forfeiture, or disability, or alleged liability 
for any sum of money by way of damages or otherwise, under any provision 
of law in relation to the officers, employees, operations, or business of the postal 
service, the Postmaster-General may prescribe such general rules and modes of 
proceeding as shall appear to be expedient, for the government of the sixth 
auditor, in ascertaining the fact in each case in which the auditor shall certify 
to him that the interests of the department probably require the exercise of 
his powers over fines, penalties, forfeitures, and liabilities; and upon the fact 
being ascertained, the auditor may, with the written consent of the Postmaster* 
General, mitigate or remit such fine, penalty, or forfeiture, remove such dis- 
ability, or compromise, release, or discharge such claim for such sum of money 
and damages, and on such terms as the auditor shall deem just and expedient. 

R. S., sec. 409. 



Sec. 168. 

The several auditors are empowered to administer oaths to witnesses in 
any case in which thev may deem it necessary for the due examination of the 
accounts with which they shall be charged. 

K. S., sec. 297. 

Any mayor of a city, justice of the peace, or judge of any court of record 
in the United States may administer oaths in relation to the examination and 
settlement of the accounts committed to the charge of the sixth auditor. 

R. S., sec. 298. 
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1 any State or Territory, or in the District of Columbia, and 

2 authorized by the laws thereof to administer oaths, are hereby 

3 empowered to administer oaths in relation to the examination 

4 and settlement of the accounts to be rendered to the assistant 

5 director of accounts or committed to the charge of the Auditor 

6 for the Post-Office Department. 

7 Sec. 164. The Postmaster-General shall cause to be 

8 kept in the bureau of the assistant director of accounts, 

9 under such regulations and in such form and manner not 

10 inconsistent with this act as may be prescribed, full and com- 

11 plete books of account under the system known as double 

12 entry, showing the fiscal operations, liabilities, and assets 

13 of the Post-Office Department and the postal service. 

14 Sec. 165. Such books of accounts shall include: (a) 

15 An account in detail of the receipt and expenditure of public 

16 money in respect of the Post-Office Department in such man- 

17 ner as to show such expenditures under each item of appro- 

18 priation provided by law, and the allotments and appor- 

19 tioninents thereof made in pursuance of this Act. 

20 (b) An account in detail of the revenues and ex- 

21 penditures of the sendee of the Post-Office Department in 

22 such manner as to show separately: Eirst, the amount of 

23 revenue derived from each of the sources mentioned in sec- 

24 tion one hundred and thirty-eight, and such subdivisions 

25 thereof as the Director of Posts may prescribe; second, the 
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In all cases in which, under the laws of the United States, oaths or acknowl- 
edgments may now be taken or made before any justice of the peace of any 
State or Territory, or in the District of Columbia, they may hereafter be also 
taken or made by or before any notary public duly appointed in any State, Dis- 
trict, or Territory, or any of the commissioners or the circuit courts, and, when 
certified under the hand and official seal of such notary or commissioner, shall 
have the same force and effect as if taken or made by or before such justice of 
the peace. 

K. a, sec. 1778. 
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1 expenditures on account of the postal service under each 

2 item of appropriation provided by law, and the allotments 

3 and apportionments thereof made in pursuance of this Act. 

4 (c) A general account with the bureau of finance of all 

5 money on deposit with the United States Treasurer, as- 

6 sistant treasurers, or other depositaries to the credit of the 

7 service of the Post-Office Department. 

8 Sec. 166. In such books of account all postage Stamps, 

9 postal cards, stamp books, stamped envelopes, and other 

10 stamped paper shall, from the time of their delivery to the 

11 authorized agents of the department, be charged at their 

12 face value, and shall remain so charged at such value, in 

13 the accounts of all officers, agents, or employees to whom 

14 they may be transferred, until the value thereof shall have 

15 been collected from postmasters or other officers, agents, 

16 or employees who shall have sold or disposed of the same 

17 and charged themselves in their accounts with the proceeds 

18 thereof, or until the face value thereof shall have been 

19 credited by direction of the proper officer of the department 

20 on account of loss, destruction by fire, or similar cause. 

21 Seo. 167. The assistant director of finance shall 

22 cause to be kept in his bureau, under such regulations and in 

23 such form and manner not inconsistent with this act, as may 

24 be prescribed, separate books of account of the deposits to 

25 the credit of the service of the Post-Office Department with 
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1 (a) the United States Treasurer and assistant treasurers; 

2 (b) designated depositaries; (c) the United States Treas- 

3 urer on account of collections made under the superintend- 

4 ence of the chief inspector in respect of penalties, depreda- 

5 tions, frauds, delinquencies and the like; (d) the cashier, 

6 division of dead letters, in the bureau of mail matter. 

7 Sec. 168. As rapidly as practicable after this Act shall 

8 take effect, the Postmaster-General shall cause to be installed 

9 and thereafter regularly kept in the bureau of the assistant 

10 director of accounts, under such regulations and in such form 

11 and manner as may be prescribed, books of account exhibit- 

12 ing analytically the cost of the operations of the Post-Office 

13 Department and the postal service in respect of all services 

14 rendered by it, whether to the public or to the Government 

15 of the United States, in such manner as to show: 

16 First. The distribution of the expenditures of said de- 

17 partment and service under the following main heads of serv- 

18 ice and such other heads and subdivisions thereof as the 

19 Director of Posts may prescribe: 

20 (1) Collection. 

21 (2) Assorting outward mail. 

22 (3) Assorting in railway post-offices. 

23 (4) Transportation. 

24 (5) Equipment. 
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1 (6) Delivery, including assortment in post-offices of 

2 destination. 

3 (7) Revenue charges, manufacture and sale of stamps, 

4 stamped paper, etc. 

5 (8) Foreign mail. 

6 (9) Money order. 

7 (10) Registry. 

8 (11) Special delivery. 

9 Second. The cost in the aggregate as well as separately 

10 in respect of the main heads of service mentioned above, of 

11 the collection, assortment, transportation and delivery of 

12 each of the following classes of mail and such subdivisions 

13 thereof as the Director of Posts shall prescribe : 

14 (1) First class. 

15 (2) Second class, (a) pound rate, (b) free in county, 

16 (c) local delivery, (d) transient. 

17 (3) Third class. 

18 (4) Fourth class. 

19 (5) Government penalty. 

20 (6) Franked. 

21 Third. The cost per unit and the unit rate of revenue 

22 and postage for each class of mail matter. 

23 Fourth. The computed or estimated weight of mail, 

24 number of pieces carried, average haul and ton-miles of trans- 
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1 portation of each of the classes of mail matter and the sub- 

2 divisions thereof mentioned in subsection second. 

3 Sec. 169. In such system of books of account as may 

4 be prescribed in pursuance of the last preceding section the 

5 following shall be treated as if and charged as expenses of 

6 the postal service: 

7 First. All expenditures under appropriations for the 

8 Post-Office Department. 

9 Second. All expenditures under appropriations for the 

10 office of the Auditor for the Post-Office Department. 

11 Third. All disbursements for transportation of mails by 

12 railroad, whether such disbursements are made by the Post- 
13 Office Department itself or retained by the Secretary of the 

14 Treasury in payment of debts due the United States by any 

15 companies so transporting the mails. 

16 Fourth. All expenditures for stationery, printing and 

17 supplies furnished the Post-Office Department by the Gov- 

18 ernment Printing Office. 

19 iTifth. The salary of the Assistant Attorney-General 

20 for the Post-Office Department. 

21 The heads of the departments, bureaus, or offices under 

22 whose control such expenditures are, respectively, made, 

23 shall, at the request of the Postmaster-General, furnish the 

24 assistant director of accounts with such copies of accounts 
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1 and records and other information as may be necessary to 

2 carry this section into effect. 

3 Sec. 170. In such system of books of account as may 

4 be prescribed in pursuance of section one hundred and sixty- 

5 eight the postal service shall be credited, as if part of the 

6 postal revenue, with : 

7 First. The amount of postage chargeable, at the regular 

8 postage rates, upon all matter transported in the mails for 

9 (a) all departments, bureaus, offices, or services of the 

10 United States; (b) Members of Congress and the officers of 

11 the two Houses thereof; (c) all persons not in the service 

12 of the United States to whom the franking privilege has been 

13 accorded. 

14 Second. The difference between the amount paid 

15 steamship companies for transportation of foreign mails and 

16 amounts which would be allowable for such transportation 

17 under and by the rules and regulations of the Universal 

18 Postal Union. 

19 Sbo. 171. In prescribing the form and manner in which 

20 the books of account provided for in the last three preceding 

21 sections shall be kept, the Director of Posts, subject to the 

22 general supervisory powers of the Postmaster-General, shall 

23 have authority to classify the expenses of the Post-Office 

24 Department and the postal service, together with those pro- 

25 vided in section one hundred and sixty-nine to be charged 
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1 as such, into (a) direct, (b) apportionable, (c) indirect or 

2 general, and to establish rules and regulations whereby all 

3 expenses which can not be charged directly to the main heads 

4 of service prescribed in pursuance of section one hundred and 

5 sixty-eight shall be allocated or distributed under such heads 

6 of service by apportionment 

7 Sec. 172. The Director of Posts, subject to the general 

8 supervisory powers of the Postmaster-General, shall have au- 

9 thority to prescribe such forms, records, time cards, tabula- 

10 tion sheets, cost sheets, and other forms of papers, not incon- 

11 sistent with this act, as may, in his judgment, be necessary or 

12 expedient to be kept or used for collecting, classifying, com- 

13 puting, estimating, or recording the data required for the 

14 keeping of the books of account provided for in this chapter. 

15 Sec. 173. As the system of books of account to be kept 

16 under the provisions of this chapter in the Bureau of Ac- 

17 counts is progressively established, the Secretary of the 

18 Treasury and the Postmaster-General are authorized, by ar- 

19 rangement satisfactory to both of them, to detail or transfer 

20 from the clerical force in the office of the Auditor for the 

21 Post-Office Department to the Bureau of Accounts of the 

22 Post-Office Department all clerks and other employees be- 

23 low the grade of deputy auditor, whose services are no longer 

24 required in the office of said auditor, and who may be neces- 

25 sary for the performance of the duties of said bureau. Until 
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1 provision is otherwise made by law, all clerks so transferred 

2 may, notwithstanding said transfer, be paid out of the appro- 

3 priation for the clerical force of said auditor's office. 

4 Sec. 174. For the purpose of properly opening the sev- 

5 eral books of account to be kept in the Bureau of Accounts 

6 in pursuance of sections one hundred and sixty-four to one 

7 hundred and seventy-three, both inclusive, the Postmaster- 

8 General shall have the power to require, from time to time, 

9 the Auditor for the Post-Office Department to prepare and 

10 transmit to him full and complete statements, certified by said 

11 auditor to be correct, exhibiting the state of any or all appro- 

12 priations and other accounts of the Post-Office Department 

13 and the postal service, at or between any specified date or 

14 dates down to and including the dates upon which said state- 

15 ments may be so required. 
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Chapter Six. 
bonds, contracts, and purchases. 



Bonds and contracts to be made to and 
with the United States. 

Stipulation that no Member of Con- 
gress has an interest 

Copies of contracts for carrying the 
mail. 

Orders and regulations affecting ac- 
counts. 

True date of order, etc, to be indorsed 
thereon. 

No contract to be made unless author- 
ized by law. 

Term to which contracts can be made. 

Certain contracts to be made for four 
years. 

Contracts, how signed. 

Assistant directors authorized to sign 
certain contracts. 

Bonds may be required of any officer, 
clerk, or employee. 

Bonds to be approved by assistant di- 
rector of appointments. 

Bonds to be examined and renewed. 

Contracts for envelopes. 

Cancelling ink or appliances. 

Postal balances. 

Printing to be done by the Government 
Printing Office only on requisition. 

Inventories of equipment and supplies. 

Accounts of equipment and supplies 
procured or disposed of. 

Purchase of equipment and supplies to 
be made by the purchasing agent 



Sec. 

195. Purchases not to be made without ad- 

vertisement 

196. Advertisement and proposals. 

197. Contract to be awarded to lowest bid- 

der. 

198. Delivery may be required at any point 

within the United States. 

199. Estimates for printed and engraved 

matter. 

200. Advertising. 

201. Rates for advertising. 

202. Bureau of Equipment and Supplies to 

administer all appropriations there- 
for. 

203. Requisitions for supplies. 

204. Supplies to be issued or ordered to be 

purchased by the assistant director 
of equipment and supplies. 
206. Inspection of supplies purchased under 
standing contract. 

206. Certificate of receipt 

207. Purchase of supplies in the open market 

208. Inspection of supplies purchased in the 

open market 

209. Receipts for supplies purchased in open 

market 

210. No employee in the office of purchasing 

agent to serve on inspection com- 
mittee. 

211. Records relating to proposals and con- 

tracts to be open to inspection. 



3 Sec. 175. All bonds taken and contracts entered into 

4 by the Post-Office Department shall be made to and with the 

5 United States of America. 

6 Sec. 176. In every such contract or agreement to be 

7 made or entered into, or accepted by or on behalf of the 

8 United States, there shall be inserted an express condition 

9 that no Member of or Delegate to Congress shall be admitted 
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Sec. 175. 

AH bonds taken and contracts entered into by the Post-Office Department 
shall be made to and with the United States of America. 
R. S., sec. 403. 



Sec. 17G. 

In every such contract or agreement to be made or entered into or accepted 
by or on behalf of the United States there shall be inserted an express condition 
that no Member of (or Delegate to) Congress shall be admitted to any share or 
part of such contract or agreement or to any benefit to arise thereupon. 

R. S., sec. 3741. 

Note. — See R. S., sec. 3739, which provides that Members of Congress shall 
not be interested in contracts. 
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1 to any share or part of such contract or agreement, or to any 

2 benefit to arise thereupon. 

3 Sec. 177. The Postmaster-General shall deliver to the 

4 Auditor for the Post-Office Department, within sixty days 

5 after the making of any contract for carrying the mail, a 

6 duplicate copy thereof. 

7 Sec. 178. All orders and regulations of the Postmaster- 

8 General or the Director of Posts which may originate a 

9 claim or in any manner affect the accounts of the postal 

10 service, shall be certified to the Auditor for the Post-Office 

11 Department. 

12 Sec. 179. Every order, entry, or memorandum what- 

13 ever on which any action is to be based, allowance made, or 

14 money paid, and everv contract, paper, or obligation made 

15 by or with the Post-Office Department, shall have its true 

16 date affixed to it; and ever} 7 paper relating to contracts or 

17 allowances filed in the department shall have the date when 

18 it was filed indorsed upon it. 

19 Sec. 180. No contract or purchase for or on behalf of 

20 the Post-Office Department shall be made, unless the same 

21 is authorized by law or is under an appropriation adequate 

22 to its fulfillment. 

23 Sec. 181. Except as in this Act otherwise provided, it 

24 shall not be lawful for the Post-Office Department to make 
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Sec. 177. 

The Postmaster- General shall deliver to the sixth auditor, within sixty 
days after the making of any contract for carrying the mail, a duplicate copy 
thereof. 

R. S., sec. 404. 



Sec. 178. 

All orders and regulations of the Postmaster-General which may originate 
a claim, or in any manner affect the accounts of the postal service, shall be 
certified to the sixth auditor. 

R. S., sec. 405. 



Sec. 179. 

Every order, entry, or memorandum whatever, on which any action is to be 
based, allowance made, or money paid, and every contract, paper, or obligation 
made by or with the Post-Office Department, shall have its true date affixed to 
it; and every paper relating to contracts or allowances filed in the department 
shall have the date when it was filed indorsed upon it. 

R. S., sec. 402. 



Sec. 180. 

No contract or purchase on behalf of the United States shall be made unless 
the same is authorized by law or is under an appropriation adequate to its 
fulfillment, * * * 

R. S., sec. 3732. 



Sec. 181. 

It shall not be lawful for any of the executive departments to make con- 
tracts for stationery or other supplies for a longer term than one year from 
the time the contact is made. 

R. S., sec. 3735. 
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1 contracts for stationery or other supplies for a longer term 

2 than one year from the time the contract is made. 

3 Sec. 182. The limitation in the preceding section shall 

4 not apph T to or include contracts for the following: 

5 First. Mail bags, mail locks, and keys. 

6 Second. Postage stamps, postal cards, newspaper wrap- 

7 pers, stamped envelopes, or registered-package envelopes. 

8 Third. Blanks, blank books, and printed or engraved 

9 matter supplied to postmasters or used in the department for 

10 the transaction of money-order business or postal-note busi- 

11 ness. 

12 Fourth. Necessary supplies for all free-delivery service. 

13 Fifth. Printing post-route maps. 

14 Sixth. Furnishing the official postal guide. 

15 Contracts for which may be made, in the discretion of 

16 the Postmaster-General, for a period of four years. 

17 Sec. 183. All contracts entered into by the Post-Office 

18 Department shall, except as hereinafter provided, be signed 

19 by the Postmaster-General, or by direction of the Postmaster- 

20 General by the Director of Posts, and such signature shall be 

21 attested by the seal of the department. 

22 Sec. 184. The following contracts, in respect of the 

23 postal service, may be signed by direction of the Postmaster- 

24 General, in his place, by the officers hereinafter respectively 

25 designated, and their signatures shall be attested by the seal 

26 of the Post-Office Department: 
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' Sec. 182. 

That the resolution approved January thirty-first, eighteen hundred and 
sixty-eight, entitled "A resolution limiting contracts for stationery and other 
supplies in the executive departments to one year," shall not be held, or con- 
strued, to apply to, or include, mail bags, mail locks and keys, postal cards, 
postage stamps, newspaper wrappers, or stamped envelopes. 

Mar. 24, 1874, 18 Stat. L., 286. 

The Postmaster-General may, when if, in his judgment, the good of the 
service so requires, make contract for necessary supplies for the free-delivery 
service for a period not exceeding four years. 

1889, Mar. 2, ch. 374, 1 Supp., 682. 

The . Postmaster-General may, in his discretion, cause the contract for 
furnishing the official Postal Guide to be let for a term of four years. 

1896, May 28, ch. 252, 2 Supp., 477. 

The head of each of the executive departments, and every other public 
officer who is authorized to have printing and binding done at the Congressional 
Printing Office for the use of his department or public office, shall include in 
his annual estimate for appropriations for the next fiscal year such sum or 
sums as may to him seem necessary " for printing and binding, to be executed 
under the direction of the Congressional Printer." 

R. S., sec. 3661. 

The Postmaster-General may, in his discretion, cause the contract for 
printing post-route maps to be let for a term of four years. 

1895, Mar. 2, ch. 177, 2 Supp., 417. 



Sec. 184. 

All contracts for stationery, wrapping paper, letter balances, scales, and 
street letter boxes, for the use of the postal service may be signed * * * by 
the First Assistant Postmaster-General in the place and stead of the Postmas- 
ter-General, and his signature shall be attested by the seal of the Post-Office 
Department. 

1877, Mar. 3, ch. 103, sees. 2-4, 1 Supp., 135. 

The Second Assistant Postmaster-General on the order of the Postmaster- 
General may sign with his name, in the place and stead of the Postmaster- 
General, and attest his signature by the seal of the Post-Office Department, all 
contracts made in the said department for mail transportation and for supplies 
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1 First, All contracts for stationery, wrapping papers, let- 

2 ter balances, scales, and street letter boxes, by the assistant 

3 director of post-offices. 

4 Second. All contracts for mail transportation, and for 

5 supplies of mail bags, mail catchers, mail locks and ke} 7 s, and 

6 all other articles necessary and incidental to mail trans- 

7 portation, by the assistant director of transportation. 

8 Third. All contracts for supplies of postage stamps, 

9 postal cards, stamped envelopes, newspaper wrappers, regis- 

10 tered package envelopes', locks, seals, and official envelopes 

11 for the use of the postmasters and return of dead letters, by 

12 the assistant director of supplies. 

13 Sec. 185. The Postmaster-General may, whenever in 

14 his judgment the public interest so demands, require any 

15 officer, clerk, or employee in the Post-Office Department or 

16 the postal service to enter into a bond in such amount and 

17 with such security as the Postmaster-General may determine, 

18 for the faithful discharge of his duties- 

19 Sec. 186. Bonds of all postmasters, and clerks, car- 

20 riers and other employees in post-offices, by the direction of 

21 the Postmaster-General, may be approved and accepted and 

22 the approval and acceptance signed by the assistant director 

23 of appointments in the name of the Postmaster-General. 

24 Sec. 187. Every officer of the Post-Office Department 

25 or postal service required by law to take and approve official 
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of mail bags, mail catchers, mail locks, and keys, and all other articles neces- 
sary and incidental to mail transportation. 

The Third Assistant Postmaster-General, when directed by the Postmaster- 
General, may also sigjn, in his name, in the place and stead 01 the Postmaster- 
General, and attest his signature by the seal of the Post-Office Department, all 
contracts for supplies of postage stamps, stamped envelopes, newspaper wrap- 
pers, postal cards, registered-package envelopes, locks, seals, and official en- 
velopes for the use of postmasters, and return 01 dead letters, that may be re- 
quired for the postal service. 

1877, Mar. 3, ch. 103, sees. 2-4, 1 Supp., 135. 



Sec. 186. 

* * * fphg bonds of all postmasters, by the direction of the Postmaster- 
General, may be approved and accepted and the approval and acceptance signed 
by the Fourth Assistant Postmaster-General in the name of the Postmaster- 
General. 

1893, Dec. 21, ch. 6, 2 Supp., 165. 

That from and after the passage of this act the bonds of all postmasters 
may, by direction of the Postmaster-General, be approved and accepted, and 
the approval and acceptance signed by the First Assistant Postmaster-General 
in the name of the Postmaster-General. 

Mar. 3, 1877, ch. 103, sec. 2, 19 Stat. L., 335. 

Sec. 187. 

Every officer required by law to take and approve oQcial bonds shall 
cause the same to be examined at least once every two years for the purpose of 
ascertaining the sufficiency of the sureties thereon; and every officer naving 
power to fix the amount of an official bond shall examine it to ascertain the 
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1 bonds shall cause the same to be examined at least once 

2 every two years for the purpose of ascertaining the suffi- 

3 ciency of the sureties thereon; and every officer having 

4 power to fix the amount of an official bond shall examine 

5 it to ascertain the sufficiency of the amount thereof and 

6 approve or fix said amount at least once in two years and 

7 as much oftener as he may deem it necessary. 

8 Every officer of the Post-Office Department or the 

9 postal service whose duty it is to take and approve official 

10 bonds shall cause all such bonds to be renewed every four 

11 years after their dates, but he may require such bonds to 

12 be renewed or strengthened oftener if he deems such action 

13 necessary. In the discretion of such officer the requirement 

14 of a new bond may be waived for the period of service of 

15 a bonded officer after the expiration of a four-year term of 

16 service pending the appointment and qualification of his 

17 successor: Provided, That the nonperformance of any re- 

18 quiremcnt of this section on the part of any official of the 

19 Government shall not be held to affect in anv respect the 

20 liability of principal or sureties on any bond made or to be 

21 made to the United States: Provided further, That the 

22 liability of the principal and sureties on all official bonds 

23 shall continue and cover the period of service ensuing until 

24 the appointment and qualification of the successor of the 

25 principal: And provided further, That nothing in this sec- 
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sufficiency of the amount thereof and approve or fix said amount at least once 
in two years, and as much oftener as he may deem it necessary. 

Every officer whose* duty it is to take and approve official bonds shall 
cause all such bonds to be renewed every four years after their dates, but he 
may require such bonds to be renewed or strengthened oftener if he deem such 
action necessary. In the discretion of such officer the requirement of a new 
bond may be waived for the period of service of a bonded officer after the 
expiration of a four-year term of service pending the appointment and quali- 
fication of his successor: Provided, That the nonperformance of any require- 
ment of this section on the part of any official of the Government shall not be 
held to affect in any respect the liability of principal or sureties on any bond 
made or to be made to the United States: Provided further, .That the liability 
of the principal and sureties on all official bonds shall continue and cover the 
period of service ensuing until the appointment and qualification of the 
successor of the principal: And provided further, Xhat nothing in this section 
shall be construed to repeal or modify section thirty-eight hundred and thirty- 
six of the Revised Statutes of the United States. 

1895, Mar. 2, ch. 177, sec. 5, 2 Supp., 418. 
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1 tion shall be construed to modify section two hundred and 

2 forty-one of this Act. 

3 Sec. 188. The Postmaster-General shall contract for all 

4 envelopes for use by his own or other departments, and may 

5 contract for them to be plain or with such printed matter as 

6 may be prescribed by the department making requisition 

7 therefor. 

8 Sec 189. The Postmaster-General is hereby authorized 

9 to adopt and supply for use in post-offices where stamps are 

10 canceled, such uniform canceling ink or other appliances for 

11 canceling stamps as experiments or tests may have proved 

12 to be most practicable and the best calculated to protect the 

13 revenues of the department against frauds. 

14 Sec. 190. The Postmaster-General shall furnish to the 

15 post-offices exchanging mails with foreign countries, and to 

16 such other offices as he may deem expedient, postal balances 

17 denominated in grams of the metric system, fifteen grams of 

18 which shall be the equivalent for postal purposes of one-half 

19 ounce avoirdupois, and so on in progression. 

20 Sec. 191. No printing, binding, and blank books, for 

21 the Post-Office Department, shall be done at or furnished by 

22 the Government Printing Office except on a written requisi- 

23 tion by the Postmaster-General, the Director of Posts, or the 

24 Assistant Director or other officer in charge of some bureau 

25 thereof, transmitted through the assistant director of sup- 
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Sec. 188. 

The Postnftister-General shall contract for all envelopes, stamped or other* 
wise, designed for sale to the public, or for use by his own or other departments, 
and may contract for them to be plain or with such printed matter as may be 
prescribed by the department malting requisition therefor: Provided, That no 
envelope furnished by the Government shall contain any business address or 
advertisement. 

1895, Jan. 12, ch. 23, sec. 96, 2 Supp., 364. 



Sec. 189. 

The Postmaster-General * * * is hereby authorized to adopt a uni- 
form canceling ink or other appliance for canceling stamps which experiments 
and tests have proved or may prove to be the most practicable and the test calcu- 
lated to protect the revenues of the department from the frauds practiced upon 
it, to be used in all the post-offices where stamps are canceled ; and he is hereby 
authorized to distribute said canceling ink or other appliance in the same man- 
ner as other supplies are now distributed to the dinerent post-offices in the 
United States. * * * 

1878, June 20, ch. 359, 1 Supp., 203. 

Note. — The remaining portion of the statute relates to funds made available 
for the purchase of ink, but as the annual appropriation acts contain an item 
for this purpose it is omitted. 



Sec. 190. 

The Postmaster-General shall furnish to the post-offices exchanging mails 
with foreign countries, and to such other offices as he may deem expedient, postal 
balances denominated in grams of the metric system, fifteen grams of which 
shall be the equivalent, for postal purposes, of one-half ounce avoirdupois, and so 
on, in progression. 

K. S., sec. 3880. 



Sec. 191. 

Hereafter no book or document not having to do with the ordinary busi- 
ness transactions of the executive department shall be printed on the requisi- 
tion of any executive department or unless the same shall have been expressly 
authorized by Congress. 

1905, Mar. 3, ch. 1483, 33 Stat. L., 1249. 

No printing or binding shall be done, or blank books furnished, * * * 
for anv of the executive departments, except on a written requisition by the head 
of such department, or one of his assistants. 

K. S., sec. 3789. 

No head of any executive department, or of any bureau, branch, or office 
of the Government, shall cause to be printed, nor shall the Public Printer print, 
any document or matter except that which is authorized by law and necessary 
to the public business; and executive officers, before transmitting their annual 
reports, shall carefully examine the same and all accompanying documents, 
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1 plies: Provided, That no matter whatever shall be printed 

2 unless it shall have to do with the ordinary business trans- 

3 actions of the Post-Office Department or the postal service or 

4 shall have been expressly authorized by Congress. 

5 Sec. 192. The Postmaster-General shall cause to be 

6 made and recorded a complete inventory and account of all 

7 equipment and supplies belonging to the Post-Office Depart- 

8 ment and the postal sendee at the beginning of the fiscal year 

9 ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and ten, and inven- 

10 tories thereof shall be duly taken from time to time as may by 

11 regulation be prescribed, or the Director of Posts shall require. 

12 Sec. 193. The Postmaster-General shall cause to be 

13 made out and kept full and complete inventories and accounts 

14 of all equipment and supplies procured, as well as all sup- 

15 plies sold or disposed of, subsequent to the taking of any 

16 inventory. 

17 Sec. 194. All purchases of all supplies for the use of 

18 the Post-Office Department and the postal service, except as 

19 otherwise provided in this Act, shall be made by the pur- 

20 chasing agent under the supervision, direction,, and control 

21 of the Director of Posts. 

22 Sec. 195. No purchases of or contracts for supplies for 

23 the use of the Post-Office Department and the postal service, 

24 except when the public exigencies require the immediate 
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and exclude therefrom all matter, including engravings, maps, drawings, and 
illustrations, except such as they shall certify in their letters transmitting such 
reports are necessary and relate entirely to the transaction of the public 
business. 

1895, Jan. 12, ch. 23, sec. 94, 2 Supp., 364. 



Sec. 192. 

The Postmaster-General shall make out and keep, in proper books, full 
and complete inventories and accounts of all the property belonging to the 
United States in the buildings, rooms, offices, and grounds occupied by him 
and under his charge ; and shall add thereto, from time to time, an account of 
such property as may be procured subsequently to the taking of the same, and 
also an account of the sale or disposal or any such property, and to report the 
same to Congress during the first week of each annual session. But this sec- 
tion shall not apply to the supplies of stationery and fuel. 

R. S., sec. 397. 



Sec. 195. 

All purchases and contracts for supplies, or services, in any of the depart- 
ments of the government, except for personal services, shall be made by 
advertising a sufficient time previously for proposals respecting the same, 
when the public exigencies do not require the immediate delivery of the 
articles, or performance of the service. When immediate delively or perform- 
ance is required by the public exigency, the articles or service required may be 
procured by open purchase or contract, at the places and in the manner in 
which such articles are usually bought and sold, or such services engaged, 
between individuals. 

K. a, sec. 3709. 
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1 delivery thereof, shall be made except after due advertise- 

2 ment for proposals to furnish the same. 

3 Sec. 196. The procedure which shall be followed in 

4 respect of such advertisements and proposals shall be as 

5 follows : 

6 (a) The purchasing agent shall make public adver- 

7 tisement for separate proposals for each class of material or 

8 article required, and shall duly notify all parties responding 

9 to such advertisement, either in the advertisement itself or 

10 otherwise, of the time and place of opening such proposals. 

11 At the time and place designated such proposals shall be 

12 opened by a committee of not less than three employees of 

13 the Post-Office Department or the postal service to be named 

14 by the Director of Posts, which committee shall make a 

15 report to the purchasing agent suggesting such awards as in 

16 their judgment are desirable and proper. 

17 (b) At the opening of such proposals all persons 

18 making the same shall have the right to be present, either in 

19 person or by attorney, and to examine and inspect all bids. 

20 (c) The purchasing agent shall cause to be made and 

21 recorded in a book to be kept for that purpose, a true and 

22 faithful abstract of all such proposals, giving the name of the 

23 party bidding, and the terms of the offer and the sum to be 

24 paid. 
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Note. — R. S., sec. 3709, has been amended, but the above is the original 
section. (See act of January 27, 1894, ch. 22, and act of April 21, 1894, ch. 
61, for amendment.) 

Sec. 196. 

All purchases and contracts for supplies or services, in any of the depart- 
ments ot the government, except for personal services, shall be made by adver- 
tising a sufficient time previously for proposals respecting the same, when the 
public exigencies do not require the immediate delivery of the articles, or per- 
formance of the service. When immediate delivery or performance is required 
by the public exigency, the articles or service required may be procured by 
open purchase or contract, at the places and in the manner in which such 
articles are usually bought and sold, or such services engaged, between 
individuals. 

11. S., sec. 3709. 

Note. — R. S., sec. 3709, has been amended, but the above is the original sec- 
tion. (See act of January 27, 1894, ch. 22, and act of April 21, 1894, ch. 61, for 
amendment.) 

That there shall be appointed by the President, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, a purchasing agent for the Post-Office Department, 
who shall hold office for four years unless sooner removed by the President, and 
who shall receive an annual salary of four thousand dollars, give bond to the 
United States in such sum as the Postmaster-General may determine, and report 
direct to the Postmaster-General ; and who shall, under such regulations not in- 
consistent with existing law, as the Postmaster- General shall prescribe, and sub- 
ject to his direction and control, have supervision of all purchase of all supplies 
for the postal service. 

The purchasing agent, in making purchases for supplies necessary for the 
Post-Office Department, shall advertise, as now provided by law, and award 
contracts for such supplies to the lowest responsible bidder in pursuance of 
existing law. The purchasing agent shall have recorded in a book to be kept 
for that purpose a true and faithful abstract of all bids made for furnishing 
supplies to the Post-Office Department, giving the name of the party bidding, 
the terms of the offer, the sum to be paid, andne shall keep on file and preserve 
all such bids until the end of the contract term to which they relate. Each 
bidder shall have the right to be present, either in person or by attorney, when 
the bids are opened, and shall have the right to examine and inspect all bids. 
All purchases, advertisements, and contracts for supplies for the Post-Office 
Department shall be made by the purchasing agent in the name of the Post- 
master-General, subject to his approval, and in purchasing such supplies pref- 
erence shall be given to articles of domestic production and manufacture, 
conditions of price and quality being equal. There shall be separate proposals 
and separate contracts for each class of material furnished. These records 
shall be open at all times for the inspection of Congress, and for the inspection 
of those who may be interested in such contracts made, or to be made, to fur- 
nish supplies to the Post-Officb Department. (Sec. 3, act of April 29, 1904.) 

The advertisements for * * * proposals (for fuel, ice, stationery, and 
other miscellaneous supplies, to be purchased at Washington for the use of the 
executive departments and other Government establishments) shall be made 
by all the executive departments, including the Department of Labor, the 
United States Fish Commission, the Interstate Commerce Commission, the 
Smithsonian Institution, the Government Printing Office, the government of the 
District of Columbia, and the superintendent of the State, War, and Navy 
building, except for paper and materials for use of the Government Printing 
Office, and materials used in the work of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, 
which shall continue to be advertised for and purchased as now provided by 
law, on the same days and shall each designate two o*clock post meridian of 
such days for the opening of all such proposals in each department and other 
Government establishment in the city of Washington ; and the Secretary of the 
Treasurv shall designate the day or days in each year for the opening of such 
proposals and give due notice thereof to the other departments and Government 
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1 (d) In the advertisements for proposals to furnish 

2 stationery, fuel, ice, and other miscellaneous supplies to be 

3 purchased at Washington for the use of the Post-Office 

4 Department, the purchasing agent shall designate for the 

5 opening of such proposals the days and hours designated in 

6 each year by the Secretary of the Treasury for the opening 

7 of similar proposals for all the Executive Departments in 

8 pursuance of the provisions of the act approved January 

9 twenty-seventh, eighteen hundred and ninety-four, amending 

10 section thirty-seven hundred and nine of the Eevised 

11 Statutes. The abstracts of such proposals, together with the 

12 statement of the proposed action of the Post-Oftice Depart- 

13 ment shall be submitted to the board provided in said act 

14 for action in accordance with the provisions thereof. The 

15 assistant director of supplies shall be a member of said board 

16 in the place of one of the Assistant Postmasters-General, 

17 therein required to be designated by the Postmaster-General. 

18 Sec. 197. The contracts for # such supplies shall be 

19 awarded by the purchasing agent, subject to the approval of 

20 the Director of Posts, to the lowest responsible bidder, pref- 

21 erence being given to articles of domestic production and 

22 manufacture, conditions of price and quality being equal. 

23 Sec. 198. In making contracts for supplies the Director 

24 of Posts is authorized to require the contractor, under such 

25 regulations as he may prescribe, to make delivery at such 
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establishments. Such proposals shall be opened in the usual way and schedules 
thereof duly prepared and, together with the statement of the proposed action 
of each department and Government establishment thereon, shall be submitted 
to a board, consisting of one of the Assistant Secretaries of the Treasury and 
Interior Departments and one of the Assistant Postmasters-General, who shall 
be designated by the heads of said departments and the Postmaster-General, 
respectively, at a meeting to be called by the official of the Treasury Department, 
who shall be chairman thereof, and said board shall carefully examine and com- 
pare all the proposals so submitted and recommend the acceptance or rejection 
of any or all of said proposals. And if any or all of such proposals shall be 
rejected, advertisements for proposals shall again be invited and proceeded with 
in the same manner. 

1894, Jan. 27, ch. 22, 2 Supp., 169; 1894, Apr. 21, ch. 61, 2 Supp., 180. 

Whenever proposals for supplies have been solicited, the parties responding 
to such solicitation shall be duly notified of the time and place of opening the 
bids, and be permitted to be present either in person or by attorney, and a record 
of each bid snail then and there be made. 

R. S., sec. 3710. 



Sec. 198. 

* * * In making contracts for postal cards, stamped envelopes, stamped 
paper, and all other supplies, the Postmaster-General is authorized to require 
the contractor, under such regulations as he may prescribe, to make delivery 
at such points in the United States as he may direct, whenever, in his opinion, 
any such contract can be made at a saving to the Government. 

1894, July 16, ch. 137, sec. 2, 2 Supp., 196. 
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1 points in the United States as he may direct, whenever, in 

2 his opinion, any such contract can be made at a saving to the 

3 Government. 

4 Sec. 199. Proposals to furnish (a) printing, binding, 

5 and blank books for the Post-Office Department; (b) blanks, 

6 blank books, and printed or engraved matter for use in the 

7 transaction of money-order and postal note business ; and (c) 

8 postage stamps shall be called for, respectively, by separate 

9 advertisements. In response to such advertisements the 

10 Public Printer shall submit bids for furnishing the matter 

11 designated as (a) and (b) , and the Director of the Bureau 

12 of Engraving and Printing of the Treasury Department shall 

13 submit bids for furnishing the matter designated as (b) and 

14 (c) , respectively, and they shall furnish the same whenever 

15 their bids therefor are lower than the proposals made as 

16 hereinbefore provided, but no bid shall be submitted by the 

17 Public Printer or the Director of the Bureau of Engraving 

18 and Printing to furnish such matter below cost. 

19 Sec. 200. No bill for the publication in any newspaper 

20 of any advertisement, notice, or proposal for the Post-Office 

21 Department or any bureau or office thereof shall be paid un- 

22 less there be presented with such bill a copy of the written 

23 order of the Director of Posts authorizing such publication. 

24 Sec. 201. All advertisements, notices, proposals for 

25 contracts, and all other forms of advertising required by law 
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Sec. 199. 

AJ1 printing, binding, and blank books for the * * * executive 
* * * departments shall be done at the Government Printing Office, except 
in cases otherwise provided by law. 

R. S., sec. 3786. 

All blanks, blank bookstand printed or engraved matter supplied to post- 
masters by the Postmaster-General or used in nis department for the transac- 
tion of money-order business shall be obtained from the lowest responsible 
bidders for furnishing printed and engraved matter, respectively, under sep- 
arate advertisements calling for proposals to furnish the same for a period of 
four jyears upon such conditions as the Postmaster-General may prescribe: 
Prowled, That the Public Printer and the Chief (Director) of the Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing of the Treasury Department shall submit, respectively, 
estimates of the cost of furnishing such printed and engraved matter as may be 
required for use in the money-order business, and they shall furnish such 
printed and engraved matter whenever upon their estimates of cost the expendi- 
ture therefor will be less than upon proposals made as above provided for. 

1883, Mar. 3, ch. 123, sec. 2, 1 Supp., 405 ; see R. S., sec. 4048. 

Provided, That no contract for the manufacture of adhesive postage 
stamps, special delivery stamps, or books of stamps, shall be made by the Gov- 
ernment with any department or bureau of the Government below the cost of 
such work to the Government. 

1906, June 26, 34 Stat. L., p. 475. 

Provided, That hereafter, when in the opinion of the Postmaster-General 
the interest of the Post-Office Department require it, the manufacturing of 
special delivery and adhesive postage stamps may be done by the Treasury 
Department (Bureau of Engraving and Printing), in conformity with an 
agreement satisfactory to both the Postmaster-General and the Secretary of 
the Treasurv 

1902, April 21, 32 Stat. L., ch. 5G3, p. 117. 



Sec. 200. . 

No advertisement, notice, or proposal for any executive department of 
the Government, or for any bureau thereof, or for any office therewith con- 
nected, shall be published in any newspaper whatever, except in pursuance of 
a written authority for such publication from the head of such department; 
and no bill for any such advertising or publication shall be paid, unless there 
be presented with such bill a copy of such written authority. 

R. S., sec. 3828. 



Sec. 201. 

All advertisements, notices, proposals for contracts, and all other forms 
of advertising required by law for the several departments of the Government 
may be paid for at a price not to exceed the commercial rates charged to private 
individuals, with the usual discounts ; such rates to be ascertained from sworn 
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1 for the Post-Office Department may be paid for at a price 

2 not to exceed the commercial rates charged to individuals, 

3 with the usual discounts; such rates to be ascertained from 

4 sworn statements furnished by the proprietors or publishers 

5 of the newspapers proposing so to advertise. But the 

6 Director of Posts may secure lower terms at special rates 

7 whenever the public interest requires it. 

8 Sec. 202. The Bureau of Supplies shall be charged 

9 with the administration of all appropriations for supplies 

10 for the Post-Office Department and the postal sendee includ- 

11 ing postage stamps, postal cards, stamped envelopes, news- 

12 paper wrappers, and other stamped paper and with their 

13 issue to the bureaus and offices when required by proper 

14 authoritv. 

15 Sec. 203. The assistant director or other officer in 

16 charge of any bureau or office for which supplies are needed 

17 shall draw a requisition therefor upon the assistant director 

18 of supplies (a) stating the nature, quantity, and quality of 

19 said supplies and (b) certifying that the purchase thereof 

20 is warranted by law and authorized by the appropriation 

21 specifically designated in said requisition, (c) specifying the 

22 place at which the same are to be delivered. 

23 Sec. 204. The assistant director of supplies shall deter- 

24 mine whether the requisition for such supplies is authorized 

25 by law. If so authorized and there is a sufficient stock 
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statements to be furnished by the proprietors or publishers of the newspapers 

proposing to so advertise. * * * But the heads of the several departments 

may secure lower terms at special rates whenever the public interest requires it. 

1878, June 20, ch. 359, 1 Supp., 202; see 1876, July 31, ch. 246, 1 Supp., 114. 



Secs. 202-211. 

Order No. 553. 

Ordered, That Order No. 1303, dated November 29, 1904, amending the 
Postal Laws and Regulations by the insertion of section 20£, be amended to 
read as follows, and all regulations, orders, and parts thereof inconsistent 
herewith are hereby revoked : 

Sec. 20£. That there shall be appointed by the President, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, a purchasing agent for the fcost-Office De- 
partment, who shall hold office for four years, unless sooner removed by the 
President, and who shall receive an annual salary of $4,000, give bond to the 
United States in such sum as the Postmaster-General may determine, and 
report direct to the Postmaster-General ; and who shall, under such regulations 
not inconsistent with existing law as the Postmaster-General shall prescribe, 
and subject to his direction and control, have supervision of the purchase of all 
supplies for the postal service. 

" The purchasing agent, in making purchases for supplies necessary for 
the Post-Office Department, shall advertise, as now provided by law, and award 
contracts for such supplies to the lowest responsible bidder in pursuance of ex- 
isting law. The purchasing agent shall have recorded in a book to be kept for 
that purpose a true and faithful abstract of all bids made for furnishing sup- 
plies to the Post-Office Department, giving the name of the party bidding, the 
terms of the offer, the sum to be paid, and he shall keep on file and preserve all 
such bids until the end of the contract term to which they relate. Each bidder 
shall have the right to be present, either in person or by attorney, when the bids 
are opened, and shall have the right to examine and inspect all bids. All pur- 
chases, advertisements, and contracts for supplies for the Post-Office Department 
shall be made by the purchasing agent, in the name of the Postmaster-General, 
subject to his approval, and in purchasing such supplies preference shall be 
given to articles of domestic production and manufacture, conditions of price 
and quality being equal. There shall be separate proposals and separate con- 
tracts for each class of material furnished. These records shall be open at all 
times for the inspection of Congress, and for the inspection of those who may 
be interested in such contracts made, or to be made, to furnish supplies to the 
Post-Office Department. (Sec. 3, act of Apr. 28, 1904.)" 

2. To the purchasing agent for the Post-Office Department is assigned, under 
the direction and control or the Postmaster-General, the supervision of the pur- 
chase of supplies, and all purchases of supplies of every nature and character, 
whether under contract or not, either for the Post-Office Department proper or 
for any branch of the postal service, shall be made by the purchasing agent: 
Provided, hoivever, that the bureau officer controlling an appropriation may 
authorize postmasters and other postal officials to purchase supplies chargeable 
to that appropriation, subject to the approval of the purchasing agent in each 
instance. 

3. Specifications for supplies shall be prepared under the direction of the 
head of the bureau for which the supplies are to be pmrchased. The purchasing 
agent shall review such specifications carefully, and if he finds them unsatisfac- 
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1 thereof on hand for the purpose, the supplies therein required 

2 shall be furnished as speedily as possible from the district 

3 or other depot which may be most convenient to the point 

4 of delivery. If there is no suflicient stock out of which the 

5 same may be furnished, the assistant director of supplies 

6 shall issue a requisition upon the purchasing agent, who shall 

7 thereupon proceed to purchase the same under the standing 

8 contract, if any, therefor, or in case of exigency in the open 

9 market. 

10 Sec. 205. All supplies under standing contract shall, 

11 under such regulations as may be prescribed, be inspected 

12 by a committee to be named by the Director of Posts. Such 

13 committee* shall make a report in duplicate stating whether 

14 such supplies complied with the specifications and whether 

15 they should be accepted or rejected and whether, if accepted, 

16 any deduction should be made on account of defective quality. 

17 Sec. 206. Upon receipt of the supplies so ordered ihe 

18 officer, clerk, or employee receiving the same shall make in 

19 quadruplicate, in such form as may be prescribed, a certifi- 

20 cate of receipt having thereon a form for the signatures of the 

21 committee inspecting such supplies. One copy of such re- 

22 ceipt shall be sent to the assistant director of accounts, one 

23 to the purchasing agent, one to the assistant director of sup- 

24 plies, and one shall be retained by the officer, clerk, or em- 

25 ployee receiving the supplies as a permanent record of the 

26 receipt of such supplies. 
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tory shall state his objections in writing to the said bureau officer. If, after 
further consideration, the bureau officer and purchasing agent still disagree, 
each shall submit a written statement of his position to the Postmaster-General. 

4. The purchasing agent shall prepare and issue all advertisements for 
proposals to furnish supplies and all forms for use in making such proposals. 
All such proposals shall be opened and examined by a committee appointed by 
the Postmaster-General, which committee shall make a report suggesting such 
awards as in their judgment are desirable and proper. Such report shall be 
submitted for review to the purchasing agent and the bureau officer, who shall 
forward it with their recommendations to the Postmaster-General for action. 

5. The officer having control of the appropriation shall make requisition 
upon the purchasing agent for the supplies needed. The purchasing agent 
shall furnish such officer with a copy of the order for the supplies, showing the 
price to be paid. When the supplies have been received m accordance with 
the order, the officer receiving them shall certify the fact of receipt to the head 
of the bureau having charge of the appropriation from which' payment is to 
be made. Bills shall be rendered to the head of such bureau, who shall certify 
as to their correctness, stating specifically whether the supplies received corre- 
spond in quantity and quality to the orders. The bills, after having been 
certified to by the bureau officer, shall be forwarded to the purchasing agent 
for his approval. If the itpm covered by a bill is entered on a journal, the 
journal sheet shall be certified to by the head of the bureau concerned and then 
submitted to the purchasing agent for his approval. 

6. All articles purchased shall, so far as practicable, be inspected by a 
committee appointed by the Postmaster-General, which shall make a report 
in duplicate stating whether the supplies comply with the specifications, if 
furnished under contract; whether they are up to the requisite standard, if 
purchased in open market; and if they are unsatisfactory, what reduction 
should be made from the stated price in the event of their acceptance. One 
copy of such report shall be sent to the bureau officer, the other to the pur- 
chasing agent. The purchasing agent shall at all times have the right to make 
an independent inspection. On receipt of the committee's report, the bureau 
officer, with the approval of the purchasing agent, shall take proper action. 
If the supplies are satisfactory they shall be accepted. If unsatisfactory they 
shall be rejected; or, if the service would suffer by the delay consequent upon 
their rejection, they may be accepted at a reduced price. If the bureau officer 
and the purchasing agent disagree or disapprove of the committee's report, the 
matter shall be referred to the Postmaster-General for action. 

7. The bureau officer shall keep an accurate account with each contractor or 
other person or firm from whom supplies are purchased. He shall also keep 
an accurate account of the expenditures from each appropriation under his 
control, and shall furnish the purchasing agent a weekly statement showing the 
condition of such appropriations. 

8. All requisitions tor supplies, originating in any bureau or office of the 
department to be paid for from the appropriation for contingent expenses of 
the Post-Office Department, shall be approved by the chief clerk of the Post- 
Office Department before being submitted to the purchasing agent. On the 
receipt of every such requisition the chief clerk shall promptly notify the officer 
making it of the action taken with respect to it. The chief clerk shall be 
responsible for the proper disbursement of these appropriations for contingent 
expenses, and he shall keep the accounts, handle the bills, and furnish weekly 
statements to the purchasing agent in connection with these appropriations in 
the manner prescribed in paragraphs 4 and 6, provided, however, that the 
Fourth Assistant Postmaster-General shall be responsible for the appropriation 
for miscellaneous expenses in the division of topography, and shall keep the 
accounts and perform the other duties in connection therewith. 

9. After receiving proposals to furnish suplies not under contract, and 
before making the purchase, the purchasing agent shall advise the bureau officer 
as to the cost of the articles so that if the price is considered exorbitant the 
requisition may be canceled. 

10. Correspondence with contractors and others from whom supplies are 
purchased shall be conducted by the purchasing agent, and correspondence with 
postmasters and other postal officials in regard to supplies shall be conducted 
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1 Sec. 207. When any supplies for which a requisition 

2 has been duly issued by the assistant director of supplies upon 

3 the purchasing agent can not be obtained under a standing 

4 contract, the purchasing agent, if the exigencies of the serv- 

5 ice do not require the immediate delivery of the articles, shall 

6 advertise for proposals for the same as hereinbefore provided. 

7 If the exigencies of the service require the immediate de- 

8 livery of the articles, the same shall be procured by open pur- 

9 chase or contract at the places and in the manner in which 

10 such articles are usually bought and sold between individuals, 

11 after first inviting, if practicable, several bids therefor. Be- 

12 fore making such purchase the purchasing agent shall report 

13 to the assistant director of supplies, and to the officer requisi- 

14 tioning the same, the cost of the articles required. If after 

15 reporting said cost, said requisition is not canceled or re- 

16 voked, the purchasing agent shall purchase said supplies in 

17 the open market by order therefor made in quadruplicate, 

18 one copy whereof shall be furnished the person supplying 

19 such articles, one to the assistant director of supplies, one to 

20 the assistant director of accounts, and one to* be retained by 

21 the purchasing agent. 

22 Sec. 208. All supplies purchased in the open market 

23 shall, wherever practicable, and under such regulations as 

24 may be prescribed, be inspected in the same manner as 
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bv the bureau officer controlling the appropriation to which the supplies are 
cnargeable. 

Order of Postmaster-General, July 17, 1907. 

Order No. 1159. 

Ordered^ 1. That there shall be appointed a board of inspection for the 
purpose of inspecting goods and supplies purchased by the Post-Office Depart- 
ment for use in the department and trie postal service other than those 
inspected at the place of manufacture. This board shall consist of a chairman, 
who shall be attached to the office of the Postmaster-General, and a sufficient 
number of members properly to safeguard the interests of the service. The 
membership of the board shall be so arranged that the inspection of supplies 
received in the main building of the Post-Office Department shall be made by 
members employed in that building; and the inspection of supplies received at 
the annex buildings shall be made by persons employed therein. 

2. The chairman shall keep the necessary records pertaining to the work 
of the board, and shall assign in rotation, as nearly as practicable, the mem- 
bers of the board for inspection work. Inspections shall be made by not less 
than three members. A member of the board shall not make inspections of sup- 
plies received in the division in which he is employed. 

3. All accepted samples, whether for supplies under contract or for sup- 
plies purchased in the open market, shall be placed in the custody of the chair- 
man of the board of inspection. 

4. When the head of a division draws an order for supplies, he shall pre- 
pare an inspection sheet in quadruplicate, giving an exact description of the 
supplies as appears in terms on the order. These inspection sheets shall be 
forwarded to the chairman of the board of inspection. 

5. When a consignment of supplies is received in a division, the head of 
the division shall immediately notify the chairman of the board of inspection. 
The supplies, in their original packages, when practicable, in the judgment 
of the chairman, shall be turned over to the members of the board assigned to 
make the inspection. Heads of divisions will see that employees render such 
assistance to the board of inspection as is necessary, in the way of opening 
packages, arranging supplies for inspection, etc. 

6. The chairman of the board, as soon as practicable after he is notified of 
the receipt of a consignment, will assign certain members of the board to 
examine the articles, who shall count, weigh, measure or apply such other tests 
as may be considered needful for determining whether the supplies meet with 
every requirement of the order therefor. If, in the judgment of the inspectors, 
the goods under consideration conform to the requirements of the order there- 
for and the specifications, they shall recommend acceptance; otherwise they 
shall recommend rejection, unless the exigencies of the service require the 
immediate use of the supplies, in which case they shall recommend acceptance 
with proper deduction made on account of the deficiency, which shall be 
plainly stated. The inspection report in quadruplicate, bearing the chair- 
man's approval or disapproval, as the case may be, shall be sent to the pur- 
chasing agent, who shall indorse thereon his acceptance or rejection of the 
supplies under consideration, and forward the original and one copy to the 
division that made requisition for the supplies, one copy to the chairman of 
the board, the remaining copy to be retained for the purchasing agent's file. 

7. If the contract for any item has been awarded on superiority of sample 
submitted with bid, the accepted sample shall govern the action of the board of 
inspection. 

8. The stock clerk or other representative of the division for which the 
supplies have been ordered may be present at the inspection to verify the 

auantity of the articles, which shall be turned over to him immediately upon 
ieir acceptance. 

9. All goods inspected and accepted shall, as far as practicable, be so 
marked by the board of inspection. 

10. If the board of inspection is at any time in doubt about the correct 
interpretation of any order, or specification, the matter shall be submitted 
to the purchasing agent. 

64275—08 26 
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1 hereinbefore provided for supplies purchased under standing 

2 contract. 

3 Sec, 209. Upon receipt of the supplies so purchased 

4 in open market the officer, clerk, or employee receiving the 

5 same shall issue in quadruplicate a certificate of receipt as 

6 hereinbefore provided in cases of purchase under standing 

7 contract. 

8 Sec. 210. No person employed in the office of the pur- 

9 chasing agent shall serve on any committee for the award of 

10 contracts or the inspection of supplies. 

11 Sec. 211. All records relating to proposals and con- 

12 tracts for supplies for the* Post-Office Department shall be 

13 open at all times for the inspection of Congress and all per- 

14 sons interested in such contracts made and to be made. 
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11. No portion of any consignment of supplies shall be placed in stock, 
nor otherwise used, until inspected and accepted as herein specified. 
Order of Postmaster-General, March 10, 1908. 
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Ciiaptee Seven. 



ESTIMATES AND REPOETS. 



See. 

212. Postmasters to submit estimates to dis- 

trict superintendent for review. 

213. Estimates for all post-offices to be made 

in bureau of post-offices. 

214. Heads of bureaus to furnish Bureau of 

Equipment and Supplies with esti- 
mates of supplies. 

215. Annual estimates of equipments and 

supplies. 

216. Each head of bureau to submit to ap- 

propriation editor estimates for the 
service of bis bureau. 

217. Duties of the appropriation editor. 



Sec. 

218. Annual estimates for the Post-Office De- 

partment. 

219. Estimates for printing and binding. 

220. Annual estimates for the postal service. 

221. Estimates to be made iu pursuance of 

general provisions of the Revised 
Statutes. 

222. Annual reports. 

223. Annual reports to be printed. 

224. Railroad companies to furnish data in 

respect of the cost of mail transporta- 
tion. 

225. Quarterly reports to the President. 



3 Sec. 212. Under such regulations as may be pre- 

4 scribed, each postmaster shall submit to the district superin- 

5 tendent of post-offices detailed estimates of the amounts that 

6 will probably be required for the operation of his office 

7 during the ensuing fiscal year. 

8 Sec. 213. Such estimates shall be reviewed by the dis- 

9 trict superintendent of post-offices and forwarded to the As- 

10 sistant Director of Post-Offices, who shall cause estimates to 

11 be made therefrom, for the use of the Postmaster-General, of 

12 the amounts that would probably be required for the opera- 

13 tion of all post-offices, submitting, however, all estimates for 

14 supplies to the assistant director of supplies. 

15 Sec. 214. Under such regulations as may be pre- 

16 scribed, the Director of Posts, each assistant director, the 

17 purchasing agent, the chief inspector, and the Assistant 

18 Attorney-General shall, at such time as may be provided 
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1 therein, furnish the assistant director of supplies with esti- 

2 mates of the supplies which will probably be required by 

3 their respective bureaus or offices for the ensuing fiscal year. 

4 Sec. 215. The assistant director of supplies shall, under 

5 such regulations as may be prescribed, annually draft for the 

6 use of the Postmaster-General estimates showing the amount, 

7 nature, and probable cost of the supplies required for the 

8 Post-Office Department and the postal service for the ensu- 

9 ing fiscal year. 

10 Sec. 216. Under such regulations as may be prescribed, 

11 each assistant director, the purchasing agent, the chief in- 

12 spector and the Assistant Attorney-General shall, at such 

13 times as may be provided in such regulations, draft for the 

14 use of the Postmaster-General estimates of the sums that will 

15 probably be required for the operation of their respective 

16 bureaus or offices and the services under the charge thereof 

17 for the ensuing fiscal year, and shall forward the same to the 

18 appropriation editor in the Bureau of Accounts. 

19 Sec. 217. AH estimates for the expenses of the Post- 
20 Office Department and the postal service shall be reviewed as 

21 to matters of form and arrangement by the appropriation 

22 editor in the Bureau of Accounts, whose duty it shall be each 

23 year to make up therefrom, after consultation if necessary 

24 with the officers submitting the same, complete estimates of 

25 the sums which will probably be required for the maintenance 
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1 and operation of the Post-Office Department and the postal 

2 service for the ensuing fiscal year, and to submit the same to 

3 the Director of Posts for his revision and settlement and the 

4 ultimate action of the Postmaster-General. 

5 Sec. 218. The Postmaster-General shall furnish to the 

6 Secretary of the Treasury on or before the fifteenth day of 

7 October of each year his annual estimates of the expenses of 

8 the Post-Office Department for the next ensuing fiscal year, 

9 to be included in the Book of Estimates prepared under the 

10 direction of such Secretary according to law. Such estimates 

11 shall be prepared and submitted each year according to the 

12 order and arrangement of the appropriation act for the fiscal 

13 year preceding. Any changes in such order and arrange- 

14 ment, or any transfers of salary from one office or bureau to 

15 another office or bureau, or any consolidation of offices or 

16 bureaus desired by the Postmaster-General, may be submitted 

17 by a note in the estimates. 

18 Sec. 219. The Postmaster-General shall include in 

19 such annual estimates of appropriations for each fiscal year 

20 such sum or sums as may be required for printing and bind- 

21 ing. Such estimates shall include all printing and binding 

22 required by his department or the postal service, except such 

23 miscellaneous printing and binding as may be necessary and 

24 incidental to the operation of the office of any postmaster, 

25 district superintendent of post-offices, inspector in charge of 
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Sec. 21S. 

The head of each department shall make an annual report to Congress, 
giving a detailed statement of the manner in which the contingent fund for his 
department, and for the bureaus and offices therein, has been expended, giving 
the names of every person to whom any portion thereof has been paid; and if 
for anything furnished, the quantity and price; and if for any service rendered, 
the nature of such service, and the time employed, and the particular occasion 
or cause, in brief, that rendered such service necessary ; and the amount of all 
former appropriations in each case on hand, either in the Treasury or in the 
hands of any disbursing officer or agent. And he shall require of the disburs- 
ing officers, acting under his direction and authority, the return of precise and 
analytical statements and receipts for all the moneys which may have been 
from time to time during the next preceding year expended by them, and shall 
communicate the results of such returns and the sums total, annually, to 
Congress, 

R. S., sec. 193. 

See 1874, June 20, ch. 328, 18 Stat. L., 96. 

Except where a different time is expressly prescribed by law, the various 
annual reports required to be submitted to Congress by the heads of depart- 
ments shall be made at the commencement of each regular session, and shall 
embrace the transactions of the preceding year. 

K. S., sec. 195. 

That hereafter it shall be the duty of the heads of the several executive 
departments, and of other officers authorized or required to make estimates, 
to furnish to the Secretary of the Treasury, on or before the fifteenth day of 
October of each year, their annual estimates for the public service, to be in- 
cluded in the Book of Estimates prepared by law unaer his direction, and in 
case of failure to furnish estimates as herein required it shall be the duty of 
the Secretary of the Treasury to cause to be prepared in the Treasury Depart- 
ment, on or before the first day of November of each year, estimates for such 
appropriations as in his judgment shall be requisite in every such case, which 
estimates shall be included in the Book of Estimates prepared by law under his 
direction for the consideration of Congress. 

1901, Mar. 3, ch. 830, 31 Stat. L., 1009, sec. 5. 

Sec. 219. 

The head of each of the executive departments, and every other public 
officer who is authorized to have printing and binding done at the Congressional 
Printing Office for the use of his department or public office, shall include in 
his annual estimate for appropriations for the next fiscal year such sum or sums 
as may to him seem necessary " for printing and binding, to be executed under 
.the direction of the Congressional Printer." 

R. S.. sec. 3661. 

64275—08 27 
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1 division, or division superintendent of railway mail service, 

2 and may be payable out of the appropriations for the service 

3 of the Post-Office Department. Except as provided in sec- 

4 tion two hundred and twenty-three and in cases when the 

5 Postmaster-General is of the opinion that the public interest 

6 requires that such printing be done under the direction of the 

7 Public Printer without inviting proposals therefor, and shall 

8 so direct in writing, contracts for such printing and binding 

9 shall be made only after public advertisement for proposals 

10 for the same made under the direction of the assistant 

11 director of supplies in accordance with the provisions of sec- 

12 tion one hundred and ninety-six of this Act. 

13 Sec. 220. The Postmaster-General shall submit to 

14 Congress at each annual session detailed estimates of the 

15 amounts that will be required for the next fiscal year for the 

16 service of the Post-Office Department according to the order 

17 and arrangement of the appropriation act for the fiscal year 

18 preceding. Any changes in such order and arrangement, or 

19 • any transfers of salary from one office or bureau to another 

20 office or bureau, or any consolidation of offices or bureaus 

21 desired by the Postmaster-General, may be submitted by a 

22 note in the estimate. Copies of such estimates shall be fur- 

23 nished to the Secretary of the Treasury prior to the fifteenth 

24 day of October in each year, which shall be reported to Con- 

25 gress by the latter in his regular printed estimates. 
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Sec. 220. 

The Postmaster-General shall submit to Congress at each annual session 
an estimate of the amount that will be required for the ensuing fiscal year, under 
each of the following heads : 

First. Transportation of the mails. 

Second. Compensation of postmasters. 

Third. Compensation of clerks in post-offices. 

Fourth. Compensation of letter carriers. 

Fifth. Compensation of blank agents and assistants. 

Sixth. Mail depredations and special agents. 

Seventh. Postage stamps and envelopes. 

Eighth. Ship, steamboat, and way letters. 

Ninth. Dead letters. 

Tenth. Mail bags. 

Eleventh. Mail locks, keys, and stamps. 

Twelfth. Wrapping paper. 

Thirteenth. Office furniture. 

Fourteenth. Advertising. 

Fifteenth. Balance to foreign countries. 

Sixteenth. Rent, light, and fuel for post-offices. 

Seventeenth. Stationery. 

Eighteenth. Miscellaneous. 

Such estimates shall show the sums paid under each head, and the names of 
the persons to whom payments are made out of the miscellaneous fund ; but the 
names of persons employed in detecting depredations on the mail, and of other 
confidential .agents, need not be disclosed. 

R. S., set 3668. 

Section four thousand and forty-eight of the Revised Statutes is hereby 
repealed. r 

The Postmaster-General shall, for the fiscal year eighteen hundred and 
ninety-nine, and annually thereafter, submit in the annual estimates to Con- 
gress estimates in detail as far as practicable for expense of the free delivery 
service. 

1897, Mar. 3, ch. 385, 2 Supp., 579. 
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1 Sec. 221. Estimates famished or submitted by the 

2 Postmaster-General under the provisions of this chapter shall 

3 be made in conformity with the requirements of sections 

4 three thousand six hundred and sixty, three thousand six 

5 hundred and sixty-two, three thousand six hundred and sixty- 

6 three, three thousand six hundred and sixty-four, and three 

7 thousand six hundred and sixty -live of the -Revised Statutes. 
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* * * In making his estimate for railway mail service, the Postmaster- 
General shall separate the estimate for postal-car service from the general esti- 
mates 

1879, Mar. 3, ch. 180, 1 Supp., 245. 

The Postmaster-General shall furnish a copy of his annual estimates to the 
Secretary of the Treasury prior to the first ot November in each year, which 
shall be reported to Congress by the latter in his regular printed estimates. 

R. S., sec. 414. See 187."), Mar. 3, ch. 129, sec. 3, 1 Supp., 72. 

The Postmaster-General shall * * * submit in the annual estimates to 
Congress estimates in detail for all expenses of the money-order branch of the 
postal service. 

1896, June 9, ch. 386, 2 Supp., 510. 

[Par. 5.] Section four hundred and thirteen of the Revised Statutes is 
hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

u 'Sec. 413. The Postmaster-General shall make the following annual re- 
ports to Congress: 

u First. A report of the finances of the department for the preceding year, 
showing the amount of balance due the department at the beginning of the 
year, the amount of postage which accrued within the year, the amount of 
engagements and liabilities and the amount actually paid during the year for 
carrying the mail, showing how much of the amount was for carrying the mail 
in preceding years. 

" Second. A report of the amount expended in the department for the pre- 
ceding fiscal year, including detailed statements of expenditures made from 
the contingent fund. 

"And the Postmaster-General shall cause all of such reports to be printed 
at the Public Printing Ofiice, either together or separately, and in such numbers 
as mav be required by the exigencies'of the service or by law." 

1897, Mar. 3, ch. 385, 2 Supp., 579. 
Sec. 221. 

The heads of departments, in communicating estimates of expenditures 
and appropriations to Congress, or to any of the committees thereof, shall 
specify, as nearly as may be convenient, the sources from which such estimates 
are derived and the calculations upon which they are founded, and shall dis- 
criminate between such estimates as are conjectural in their character and such 
as are framed upon actual information and applications from disbursing 
officers. Thev shall also give references to any law or treaty by which the pro- 
posed expenditures are, respectively, authorized, specifying the date of each 
and the volume and page of the Statutes at Large or of the Revised Statutes, 
as the case may be, and the section of the act in which the authority is to be 
found. 

R. S., sec. 3660. 

AH estimates for the compensation of officers authorized by law to be em- 
ployed shall be founded upon the express provisions of law and not upon the 
authority of executive distribution. 

R. S., sec. 3662. 

Whenever the head of a department, being about to submit to Congress the 
annual estimates of expenditures required for the coming year, finds that the 
usual items of such estimates vary materially in amount from the appropria- 
tion ordinarily asked for the object named, and especially from the appropria- 
tion granted for the same objects for the preceding year, and whenever new 
items not theretofore usual are introduced into such estimates for any year, he 
shall accompany the estimates by minute and full explanations of all such 
variations and new items, showing the reasons and grounds upon which the 
amounts are required and the different items added. 

R. S., sec. 3664. 

The head of each department, in submitting to Congress his estimates of 
expenditures required in his department during the year then approaching, 
shall designate not only the amount required to be appropriated for the next 
fiscal year, but also the amount of the outstanding appropriations, if there be 
any, which will probably be required for each particular item of expenditure. 

R. S., sec. 3665. 
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1 Sec. 222. The Postmaster-General shall, at the com- 

2 mencement of each regular session, make the following 

3 annual reports to Congress: 

4 First. A report of the finances and fiscal operations 

5 of the department and postal service for the preceding fiscal 

6 year, showing (a) the amount of balance to the credit of 

7 the department at the beginning of the year; (b) the 

8 amount of the revenues from all sources, showing separately 
the amount derived from each source; (c) the amount of 

10 engagements and liabilities and the amount actually paid 

11 during the year for carrying the mail, showing how much 

12 of the amount was for carrying the mail in preceding years; 

13 (d) the amount expended in the department and service 

14 for the preceding fiscal year, including detailed statements 

15 of expenditures made from the contingent fund. 

16 Second. A report of the operations of the department 

17 and service for the preceding fiscal year, showing (a) the 

18 total expenditures distributed under the main heads of 

19 service; (b) the cost of handling and transporting each class 

20 of mail and the sub-divisions thereof, as well as in respect 

21 of the main heads of service as in the aggregate. 

22 Third. A report of the computed or estimated weight 

23 of mail, number of pieces, average haul or distance trans- 

24 ported and the ton-miles of transportation of each of the 

25 classes of mail matter and the subdivisions thereof, prescribed 
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Sec. 222. 

The Postmaster-General shall make the following annual reports to Con- 
gress: 

First. A report of all contracts for carrying the mail made within the 

Preceding year, giving in each case the name of the contractor, the date and 
uration of the contract, the routes embraced therein, with the length of each ; 
the time of arrival and departure at the ends of each route ; the mode of trans- 
portation, and the price to be paid, together with a copy of the recorded ab- 
stracts of all proposals for carrying the mail, as provided by section three 
thousand nine hundred and forty-eight (R. S.), title "The Postal Service." 

Second. A report of all land and water mails established or ordered within 
the preceding year, other than those let to contract at the annual letting, giving 
in each case the route or water course on which the mail is established, the 
name of the person employed to transport it, the mode of transportation, the 
price to be paid, and the duration of the order or contract. 

Third. A report of all allowances made to contractors within the preceding 
year above the sums originally stipulated in their respective contracts, and the 
reasons for the same, and of all orders made whereby additional expense is in- 
curred on any route beyond the original contract price, giving in each case the 
route, the name of the contractor, the original service provided for by the 
contract, the original price, the additional service required, and the additional 
allowance therefor. 

Fourth. A report of all curtailments of expenses effected within the pre- 
ceding year, giving in each case the same particulars as in the preceding: report. 

Fifth. A report of the finances of the department for the preceding year, 
showing the amount of balance due the department at the beginning of the 
year, the amount of postage which accrued within the year, the amount of en- 
gagements and liabilities, and the amount actually paid during the year for 
carrying the mail, showing how much of the amount was for carrying the mail 
in preceding years. 

Sixth. A report of the fines imposed on and the deductions from the pay of 
contractors made during the preceding year, stating the name of the contractor, 
the nature of the delinquency, the route on which it occurred, when the fine was 
imposed, and whether the fine or deduction has been remitted, and for what 
reason. 

Seventh. A copy of each contract for carrying the mail between the United 
States and foreign countries, with a statement of the amount of no-ta<re derived 
under the same, so far as the returns of the department will enable it to be done. 

Eighth. A report showing all contracts which have been made by the 
department, other than for carrying the mail, giving the name of the con- 
tractor, the article or thing contracted for, the place where the article was to 
be delivered, or the thing performed, the amount paid therefor, and the date 
and duration of the contract. 

Ninth. A report on the postal business and agencies in foreign countries. 

Te~th. A report of the amount expended in the department for the pre- 
ceding fiscal year, including detailed statements of expenditures made from the 
contingent fund. 

And the Postmaster-General shall cause all of such reports to be printed at 
the public printing office, either together or separately, and in such numbers 
as may be requireaby the exigencies of the service or by law. 

R. S., sec. 413. 

In case any increase or diminution of service by postal cars shall be made 
by the Postmaster-General, the reasons therefor shall be given in his annual 
report next succeeding such increase or diminution. 

1879, Mar. 3, ch. 180, 1 Supp., 245. 

The annual reports of the Auditor for the Post-Office Department to the 
Postmaster-General shall show the financial condition of the Post-Office Depart- 
ment at the close of each fiscal year, and be made a part of the Postmaster- 
General's annual report to Congress for that fiscal vear. 

1876, July 12, ch. 179, sec. 4, 1 Supp., 110; 19 Stat. L., 80. 
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1 under the provisions of section one hundred and sixty-eight 

2 of this Act, during the preceding fiscal year, as well as the 

3 respective totals for all classes of mail. 

4 Fourth. A report of the computed or estimated cost per 

5 unit and the unit rate of revenue and postage for each class 

6 of mail matter during the preceding fiscal year. 

7 Fifth. A report of the method employed under section 

8 one hundred and sixty-eight of this Act for the allocation 

9 and distribution of the expenditures of the Post-Office De- 

10 partment and the postal service, and the determination of • 

11 the cost of handling and transporting the several classes of 

12 mail, together with a report of the rules and methods pre- 

13 scribed under section one hundred and seventy-one of this 

14 Act, for the classification of the expenses of the Post-Office 

15 Department and the postal service and the allocation of such 

16 of them as are not susceptible of being charged directly to 

17 the main heads of service. 

18 Sixth. An estimate of the revenue and expenses of the 

19 postal service for the fiscal year current at the time said re- 

20 port is submitted. 

21 Seventh. An estimate of the revenue and expenditures 

22 of the postal service for the fiscal year next ensuing at the 

23 time said report is submitted. 

24 Eighth. The annual report of the auditor for the Post- 
25 Office Department showing the financial condition of the 
26 department for the preceding fiscal year. 
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The Postmaster-General shall each year prepare and submit in his annual 
report to Congress estimates of the revenue and expenditures in the postal 
service for the fiscal year current and also for the fiscal year next ensuing at 
the time said report is submitted, together with a stntement of the receipts and 
expenditures for the preceding completed fiscal year. 

1907, Mar. 2, ch. 2513; 34 Stat. L., 1217. 



64275-08 28 



Digitized by 



Google 



218 

1 Sec. 223. The Postmaster-General shall cause the an- 

2 nual reports required by the preceding section to be printed 

3 at the Government Printing Office, either together or sep- 

4 arately, and in such numbers as may be required by the 

5 exigencies of the service. No other reports provided for in 

6 this Act shall be printed unless the printing be recommended 

7 by the Postmaster-General and ordered by concurrent resolu- 

8 tions of Congress. 

9 Sec. 224. The Postmaster-General shall request all rail- 

10 road companies transporting the mails to furnish, under seal, 

11 such data relating to the operating, receipts, and expenditures 

12 of such roads as may in his judgment be deemed necessary to 

13 enable him to ascertain the cost of mail transportation and 

14 the proper compensation to be paid for the same; and he 

15 shall, in his annual report to Congress, make such recom- 

16 mendation, founded on the information obtained under this 

17 section, as shall, in his opinion, be just and equitable. 

18 Sec. 225. It shall be the duty of the Postmaster-General 

19 to make, at the expiration of each quarter of the fiscal year, a 

20 written report to the President as to the condition of the 

21 public business in his department, and whether any branch 

22 thereof is in arrears. 
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Sec. 223. No printing shall be done for the executive departments in any 
fiscal year in excess of the amount of the appropriation, and none shall be done 
without a special requisition, signed by the chief of the department and filed 
with the Public Printer. 

The following reports required by law to be made to Congress shall not 
be printed unless the printing be recommended by the head of the department 
making the same, and ordered by concurrent resolution of Congress, namely : 
Report of contract for conveying the mails. Report of fines and deductions 
in the Post-Office Department. * * * 

1895, Jan. 12, ch. 23, sec. 89, 2 Supp., 362. 

Id., sec 73, 2 Supp., 356. See R. IS., sec. 3797. 



.Sec. 224. The Postmaster-General shall request all railroad companies 
transporting the mails to furnish, under seal, such data relating to the oper- 
ating, receipts, and expenditures of such roads as may, in his judgment, be 
deemed necessary to enable him to ascertain the cost of mail transportation and 
the proper compensation to be paid for the same, and he shall, in his annual 
report to Congress, make such recommendations, founded on the information 
obtained under this section, as shall, in his opinion, be just and equitable. 

1879, Mar. 3, ch. 180, sec. 6, 1 Supp., 246. 



Sec. 225. It shall be the duty of the head of each executive department, or 
other government establishment at the seat of government not under an execu- 
tive department, to make at the expiration of each quarter of the fiscal year a 
written report to the President as to the condition of the public busiijess in his 
executive department or government establishment, and whether any branch 
thereof is in arrears. 

1898, Mar. 15, ch. 68, sec 7, 2 Supp., 737. 
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TITLE TWO. 
postal service. 

Chapter One. 



POST-OFFICES, POSTMASTERS, AND EMPLOYEES. 



Sec. 

226. Establishment of post-offices. 

227. Branch offices. 

228. Branch offices not to be more than 

twenty miles from principal offices. 

229. Discontinuance of post-offices. 

230. No post -office at a county seat to be dis- 

continued. 

231. Establishment, change in classification, 

and discontinuance of post-offices to 
be certified to auditor. 

232. Postmaster must reside within delivery 

of office. 

233. Appointment of postmasters. 

234. Commission of postmasters. 

235. Bonds of postmasters. 

236. New bonds. 

237. Payments made after execution of new 

bonds may be applied to balance due 
under old bonds. 
23S. Liability of sureties during vacancies. 

239. Action to be reported to Congress. 

240. Postmasters' bonds to include acting 

postmasters. 

241. Limitation in suits on postmasters' 

bonds. 

242. No postmaster or employee to act as 

agent for lottery. 

243. Fourth-class postmasters may admin- 

ister oaths in execution of pension 
vouchers. 

244. Postmasters to report delinquency of 

contractors. 

245. No postmaster or employee to be mail 

contractor. 

246. Appointments to and changes in the of- 

fice of the postmaster to be certified 
to the Auditor for the Post-Office De- 
partment. 

247. Post-offices to be kept open. 

248. Time limit for making up the mail. 
249- Schedule of arrival and departure of 

mails. 
250. Division into accounting office and im- 
prest offices. 



Sec. 

251. What offices shall be accounting offices. 

252. What offices shall be imprest offices. 

253. Supply offices. 

254. Initial supply for imprest offices. 

255. Imprest offices to be debited with ini- 

tial supply. 

256. Order for payment of amount due for 

initial supply. 

257. Requisitions and payments for further 

supplies. 

258. Accounts to exhibit separately postage 

supplied imprest offices. 

259. Collection of pound-rate postage at im- 

prest offices. 

260. Pound-rate postage to be credited to 

imprest office where collected. 

261. Record of postal business. 

262. Postmasters accountable for all reve- 

nues whether collected or not. 

263. Box rents to be paid in advance. 

264. Accounts. 

265. Verification of accounts. 

266. Penalty for failure to render accounts. 

267. Money to be safely kept until ordered 

to be transferred. 

268. Temporary deposits in banks. • 

269. Deposit of postal funds. 

270. Designation of disbursing post-offices. 

271. Remittance of postal funds. 

272. Claims for the loss of j>ostal funds. 

273. Salaries and expenses of post-office 

may be deducted out of receipts. 

274. Vouchers for deductions. 

275. Classification of postmasters. 

276. Compensation of postmasters of the 

first, second, and third classes. 

277. Compensation of postmasters of the 

fourth class. 

278. Compensation of accounting fourth- 

class offices determined upon receipts. 

279. Compensation of imprest fourth-class 

offices. 

280. Advancement of fourth-class offices to 

a higher class. 
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See. 

281. Compensation of money-order business 

at fourth-class offices. 

282. Salaries of postmasters to be full com- 

pensation. 

283. Postmasters not to retain more than 

legal salaries and fees. 

284. Perquisites forbidden. 

285. Compensation of acting postmasters. 

286. Compensation in cases of false return 

or irregular sale. 

287. Designation of distributing offices. 

288. Salaries to be annually readjusted. 

289. Special allowance for unusual business. 

290. Orders affecting salaries to be made by 

the Postmaster-General and certified 
to the Auditor for the Post-Office De- 
partment. 

291. Classification of clerks and employees 

at first and second-class offices. 

292. Assignment of compensation to be in 

proportion to busiuess. 
298. Promotion and reduction of clerks and 
carriers. 

294. Transfers between carriers and clerical 

force. 

295. Auxiliary employees. 

296. Substitute employees. 

297. Allowance for clerical services at first 

and second-class offices to include 
money-order busines. 

298. Limitation upon allowances for clerical 

services. 



Sec 
299. 



300. 

301. 

802. 

303. 
304. 

305. 
806. 
307. 
308. 

309. 
830. 
311. 

812. 



813. 
314. 

315. 



816. 



Allowances to first, second, and third- 
class offices for rent, light, fuel, and 
miscellaneous expenses. 

Limitation on allowances for rent and 
fuel for third-class offices. 

Method of making and recording al- 
lowances. 

Leases of post-office premises may be 
made for not exceeding ten years. 

Cancellation of leases. 

Authority to pay miscellaneous ex- 
penses. 

Rosters of clerks. 

Substitutes for clerks under subpoena. 

Annual leave. 

Payment of substitutes for clerks ab- 
sent beyond leave. 

Assignment of clerks. 

Bonds required of certain clerks. 

When postmasters may sue on bond of 
defaulting clerk. 

Prohibition against assignment of claims 
not to apply to leases for post-office 
quarters. 

Navy mail clerks. 

Oath and bond required of navy mail 
clerks. 

Navy mail clerks to be subject to navy 
discipline and postal laws and regu- 
lations. 

Compensation of navy mail clerks. 



1 Sec. 226. The Postmaster-General shall, by order issued 

2 through the Director of Posts, establish post-offices at all such 

3 places on post-roads established by law as he may deem 

4 expedient. 

5 Sec. 227. The Postmaster-General may, when in his 

6 judgment the public interest or convenience requires it, es- 

7 tablish by order issued through the Director of Posts, one or 

8 more branch offices, to be known as stations or substations, to 

9 facilitate the operation of any accounting post-office and may 

10 ^ prescribe rules and regulations for the management of such 

11 branch offices. 
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Sec. 226. 

The Postmaster-General shall establish post-offices at all such places on 
post-roads established by law as he may deem expedient, and he shall promptly 
certify such establishment to the Auditor for the Post-Office Department; and 
every person who, without authority from the Postmaster-General, sets up or 
professes to keep any office or place of business bearing the sign, name, or title 
of post-office shall, for every such offense, be liable to a penalty of not more 
than five hundred dollars. 

R. S., sec. 3829. 

Sec. 227. 

The Postmaster-General, when the public convenience requires it, may 
establish within any post-office delivery one or more branch offices for the 
receipt and delivery of mail matter and the sale of stamps and envelopes, and 
he shall prescribe the rules and regulations for the government thereof. But 
no letter shall be sent for delivery to any branch office contrary to the request 
of the party to whom it is addressed. 

R. S., sec. 3871. 
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1 Sec. 228. Branch offices established beyond the cor- 

2 porate limits or boundaries of the city or town in which is 

3 located the principal office to which such branch office is 

4 attached, shall not be distant more than five miles from the 

5 outer limits of such citv or town. 

»/ 

6 Nor shall any branch be established in any other State 

7 than that in which the principal office is located. 

8 Sec. 229. The Postmaster-General may, by order is- 

9 sued through the Director of Posts, discontinue any post- 
10 office or any branch thereof, whenever the safety or security 

11 or efficiency of the service so requires. 

12 Sec. 230. No post-office established at any county seat 

13 shall be abolished or discontinued by reason of any consolida- 

14 tion of post-offices made under existing law : Provided, how- 

15 ever, That this provision shall not apply to the city of Cam- 

16 bridge, Massachusetts, or to Towson, Maryland. 

17 Sec. 231. The Postmaster-General shall promptly cer- 

18 tify to the Auditor for the Post-Office Department the estab- 

19 lishment, changes in classification, or discontinuance of any 

20 post-office or branch thereof. 

21 Sec. 232. Every postmaster shall reside within the de- 

22 livery of the office to which he is appointed. 

23 Sec. 233. Postmasters of the first, second, and third 

24 classes shall be appointed and may be removed by the Presi- 

25 dent, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, and 
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Sec. 228. 

No station, substation, or branch post-office shall be established beyond 
the corporate limits or boundaries of any city or town in which the principal 
office to which such station, substation, or branch office is attached is located, 
except in cases of villages, towns, or cities of fifteen hundred or more inhab- 
itants not distant more than five miles, as near as mav be, from the outer 
boundary or limits of such city or town in which tte principal office is 
located. * * * 

1896, June 9, ch. 386, 2 Supp., 510. 



Secs. 229-231. 
The Postmaster-General may discontinue any post-office where the safety 
and security of the postal service and revenues are endangered from any cause 
whatever, or where the efficiency of the service requires such discontinuance, 
and he shall promptly certify such discontinuance to the Sixth Auditor. 

R. S., sec. 3864. 



Sec. 230. 

No post-office established at any county seat shall be abolished or discon- 
tinued by reason of any consolidation of post-offices made by the Postmaster- 
General under existing law * * * : Provided, however, That this provi- 
sion shall not apply to the city of Cambridge, Massachusetts, or to Towson, 
Maryland. 

1896, June 9, ch. 386, 2 Supp., 509. 



Sec. 231. 
See [sec. 229]. 



Sec. 232. 

Every postmaster shall reside within the. deli very of the office to which he 
is appointed. 

.JR. S., sec. 3831. 

Sec. 233. 

Postmasters of the first, second, and third classes shall be appointed and 
may be removed by the President, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, and shall hold their offices for four years unless sooner removed or sus- 
pended according to law ; and postmasters of the fourth class shall be appointed 
and may be removed by the TPostmaster-General, by whom all appointments 
and removals shall be notified to the Auditor for the Post-Office Department. 

64275—08 29 
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1 shall hold their offices for four years unless sooner removed or 

2 suspended according to law, and postmasters of the fourth 

3 class shall be appointed and may be removed by the Post- 

4 master-General. 

5 Sec. 234. The commissions of all postmasters ap- 

6 pointed by the President, by and with the advice and con- 

7 sent of the Senate, shall be made out and recorded in the 

8 Post-Office Department, and shall be under the seal of said 

9 department, and countersigned by the Postmaster-General, 

10 any laws to the contrary notwithstanding: Provided, That 

11 the said seal shall not be affixed to any such commission 

12 until after the same shall have been signed by the President 

13 of the United States. 

14 Sec. 235. Every postmaster, before entering upon the 

15 duties of his office, shall give bond, with good and approved 

16 security, and in such penalty as the Postmaster-General shall 

17 deem sufficient, conditioned for the faithful discharge of all 

18 duties and trusts imposed on him either by law or the rules 

19 and regulations of the department; and where an office is 

20 designated as a money -order office, the bond of the post- 
21 master shall contain an additional condition for the faithful 

22 performance of all duties and obligations in connection with 

23 the money-order business. On the death, resignation, or 

24 removal of a postmaster, his bond shall be delivered to the 

25 Auditor for the Post-Office Department. The bond of any 
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1876, July 12, ch. 179, sec. 6, 1 Supp., 110. 

19 Stat L., 80. 

Postmasters of the fourth and fifth classes shall be appointed and may be 
removed by the Postmaster-General, and all others shall be appointed and may 
be removed by the President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
and shall hold their offices for four years unless sooner removed or suspended 
according to law. All appointments and removals shall be notified to the Sixth 
Auditor. 

R. S., sec. 3830. 

Sec. 234. 

The commissions of all postmasters appointed by the President, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall be made out and recorded in 
the Post-Office Department, and shall be under the seal of said department, and 
countersigned by the Postmaster-General, any laws to the contrary notwith- 
standing : Provided^ That the said seal shall not be affixed to any such commis- 
sion until after the same shall have been signed by the President of the United 
States. 

1874, Mar. 18, ch. 57, 1 Supp., 5. 



Sec. 235. 

Every postmaster, before entering upon the duties of his office, shall give 
bond, with good and approved security, and in such penalty as the Postmaster- 
General shall deem sufficient, conditioned for the faithful discharge of all duties 
and trusts imposed on him either by law or the rules and regulations of the de- 
partment, and where an office is designated as a money-order office, the bond of 
the postmaster shall contain an additional condition for the faithful perform- 
ance of all duties and obligations in connection with the money-order ousiness. 
On the death, resignation, or removal of a postmaster, his bond shall be delivered 
to the sixth auditor. The bond of any married woman who may be appointed 
postmaster shall be binding upon her and her sureties, and she shall be liable 
for misconduct in office as if she were sole. 

R. S., sec. 3834. 
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1 married woman who may be appointed postmaster shall be 

2 binding upon her and her sureties, and she shall be liable for 

3 misconduct in office as if she were sole. 

4 Sec. 236. Whenever any postmaster, clerk, carrier, or 

5 other person in the postal service, employed in the Post- 

6 Office Department or elsewhere, notifies the Postmaster- 

7 General of his desire to execute a new bond, or whenever any 

8 of the sureties of such postmaster, clerk, carrier, or other 

9 person, notifies the Postmaster-General of his desire to be 

10 released from such suretyship, or whenever the Postmaster- 

11 General deems a new bond necessary or expedient, the exe- 

12 cution of a new bond may be directed by the Postmaster- 

13 General. When accepted by the Postmaster-General, the 

14 sureties of postmasters in the prior bond shall be released 

15 from responsibility for all acts or defaults of the postmaster 

16 which may be done or committed subsequent to the last day 

17 of the quarter in which such new bond shall be executed and 

18 accepted, and the sureties of other persons in the prior bond 

19 shall be released from responsibility for all acts or defaults of 

20 such persons which may be done or committed subsequent to 

21 the day such new bond becomes operative. 

22 Seo. 237. Whenever any postmaster is required to exe- 

23 cute a new bond, all payments made by him after the execu- 

24 tion of such new bond, may, if the Postmaster-General, or the 

25 assistant director of accounts deem it just* be applied first 
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Sec. 236. 

Whenever any postmaster, clerk, carrier, or other person in the postal serv- 
ice, employed in the Post-Office Department or elsewhere, notifies the Postmaster- 
General of his desire to execute a new bond, or whenever any of the sureties 
of such postmaster, clerk, carrier, or other person, notifies the Postmaster- 
General of his desire to be released from such suretyship, or whenever the Post- 
master-General deems a new bond necessary or expedient, the execution of the 
new bond may be directed by the Postmaster-General. When accepted by the 
Postmaster-General, the sureties of postmasters in the prior bond shall be re- 
leased from responsibility for all acts or defaults of the postmaster which may 
be done or committed subsequent to the last day of the quarter in which such 
new bond shall be executed and accepted, and the sureties of other persons in 
the prior bond shall be released from responsibility for all acts or defaults of 
such persons which may be done or committed subsequent to the day such new 
bond oecomes operative. 

1905, Mar. 3, ch. 1488, 33 Stat. L., 1259. 



Sec. 237. 

Whenever any postmaster is required to execute a new bond, all payments 
made by him after the execution of such new bond mav, if the Postmaster- 
General or the sixth auditor deem it just, be applied first to discharge any 
balance which may be due from such postmaster under his old bond. 

R. S., sec. 3835. 

See 1879. Feb. 4, ch. 45, 1 Supp., 214. 
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1 to discharge any balance which may be due from such post- 

2 master under his old bond. When a deficiency shall be dis- 

3 covered in the accounts of any postmaster, who after the 

4 adjustment of his accounts, fails to make good such defi- 

5 ciency, it shall be the duty of the assistant director of ac- 

6 counts to notify the Postmaster-General of such failure, and 

7 upon receiving such notice the Postmaster-General shall 

8 forthwith deposit a notice of such deficiency in the post-office 

9 at Washington, District of Columbia, addressed to the sure- 

10 ties, respectively, upon the bond of said postmaster, at the 

11 office where he or they may reside, if known; but a failure 

12 to give or mail such notice shall not discharge such surety or 

13 sureties upon such bond. 

14 Sec. 238. Whenever the office of any postmaster shall 

15 become vacant by death, resignation, or removal, the Presi- 

16 dent, if the office is of the class requiring confirmation by the 

17 Senate, or the Postmaster-General if the office is not of such 

18 class, shall supply such vacancy without delay. In case of 

19 any such vacancy, or during the suspension of the postmas- 

20 ter, his responsibility and that of the sureties on his official 

21 bond for the safe-keeping of the public property in his cus- 

22 tody, and for the due performance of the duties of the office, 

23 shall continue until the expiration of his commission, except 

24 as herein provided, or until his successor shall be duly ap- 

25 pointed and qualified and shall have taken possession of the 



Digitized by 



Google 



231 



Sec. 238. 

Whenever the office of any postmaster becomes vacant, the Postmaster- 
<3eneral or the President shalf supply such vacancy without delay, and the 
Postmaster-General shall promptly notify the sixth auditor of the change; 
and every postmaster and his sureties shall be responsible under their bond 
for the safe-keeping of the public property of the post-office, and the due per- 
formance of the duties thereof, until the expiration of the commission, or until 
a successor has been duly appointed and qualified, and has taken possession of 
the office ; except that in cases where there is a delay of sixty days in supplying 
a vacancy, the sureties may terminate their responsibility by giving notice, 
in writing, to the Postmaster-General, such termination to take effect ten days 
after sufficient time shall have elapsed to receive a reply from the Postmaster- 
General; and the Postmaster-General may, when the exigencies of the service 
require, place such office in charge of a special agent (post-office inspector) 
until the vacancy can be regularly filled; and when such special agent shall 
have taken charge of such post-office, the liability of the sureties of the post- 
master shall cease. 

K. S., sec. 3836. 

See 1895, Mar. 2, ch. 177, sec. 5, 2 Supp., 419. 
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1 office, or until the disability shall be removed ; but the sure- 

2 ties may, in any case where there has been a delay of more 

3 than sixty days in filling such vacancy by appointment or 

4 in reinstating a postmaster who has been suspended, by giv- 

5 ing notice to the Postmaster-General, terminate their respon- 

6 sibility for all acts and defaults occurring subsequent to the 

7 period of thirty days after the receipt of such notice by the 

8 Postmaster-General. The sureties, or a majority of them, 

9 may designate one of their number, or some other person, 

10 subject to the approval of the Postmaster-General, to act as 

11 postmaster during the period of such vacancy or suspension. 

12 The Postmaster-General may, when the exigencies of the 

13 service so require, place any post-office in which there is a 

14 vacancy in the postmastership, or in which the postmaster 

15 has been suspended, in charge of a post-office inspector or 

16 other duly authorized agent, until the vacancy shall be 

17 regularly filled according to law, or the disability shall be 

18 removed; whereupon the liability of the postmaster and the 

19 sureties on his official bond shall cease in respect of all sub- 

20 sequent acts and defaults. No post-office inspector or, other 

21 agent shall be placed in charge of any post-office except in 

22 case of extreme emergency where the sureties of the post- 
23 master have failed to act or they had no opportunity to act. 

24 The Postmaster-General may, in any case in which he deems 

25 such action necessary, require such inspector or agent to file 
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1 a special bond, in such form and amount and with such se- 

2 curity as he shall prescribe. 

3 Sec. 239. The Postmaster-General shall report his 

4 action in pursuance of the section last preceding to Congress 

5 annually, with his reasons therefor in each particular case. 

€ Sec. 240. In case of the sickness or unavoidable absence 

7 from his office of the postmaster of any money-order post- 

S office, he may, with the approval of the Postmaster-General, 

9 authorize the chief clerk, or some other clerk employed 

10 therein, to act in his place, and to discharge all the duties re- 

11 quired by law of such postmaster, and the official bond given 

12 by the principal of the office shall be held to cover and apply 

13 to the acts of the person appointed to act in his place in such 

14 cases; and such acting officer shall, for the time being, be 

15 subject to all the liabilities and penalties prescribed by law 

16 for the official misconduct in like cases of the postmaster for 

17 whom he shall act. 

18 Sec. 241. If on the settlement of the account of any 

19 postmaster, or other person employed in the postal service, it 

20 shall appear that he is indebted to the United States, and suit 

21 therefor shall not be instituted within five years after the close 

22 of such account, the sureties of. his bond shall not be liable for 

23 such indebtedness. 

24 Sec. 242. No postmaster or other person employed in 

25 the postal service shall act as agent for any lottery office, or, 
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Sec. 239. 

Sec. 6425. That it is hereby made the duty of the Postmaster-General to 
report his action herein to Congress annually, with his reasons therefor in each 
particular case. 

26 Stat. L., 135, ch. 231, sec. 2, 1 Supp., 586. May 9, 1888. 



Sec. 241. 

If, upon the statement of the account of any official of the United States, 
•or of any officer disbursing or chargeable with public money, by the account- 
ing officers of the Treasury, it shall thereby appear that he is indebted to the 
United States, and suit therefor shall not be instituted within five years after 
such statement of said account, the sureties on his bond shall not be liable for 
such indebtedness. 

1888, Aug. 8, ch. 787, sec. 2, 1 Supp., 605. 

If on the settlement of the accounts of any postmaster it shall appear that 
lie is indebted to the United States, and suit therefor shall not be instituted 
within three years after the close of such account, the sureties on his bond shall 
not be liable for such indebtedness. 

R. S., sec. 3838. 

Sec. 242. 

No postmaster shall act as agent for any lottery office or, under any color 
of purchase or otherwise, vend lottery tickets, nor shall he receive or send any 
lottery scheme, circular, or ticket free of postage. For any violation of this 
section the offender shall be liable to a penalty of fifty dollars. 

R. S., sec. 3851. 
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1 under color of purchase or otherwise, vend lottery tickets, or 

2 shall knowingly send by mail or deliver any letter, postal 

3 card, circular, or pamphlet advertising any lottery, gift enter- 

4 prise, or similar scheme offering prizes dependent in whole 

5 or in part upon lot or chance, or any ticket, certificate, or in- 

6 strument representing any chance, share, or interest in or de- 

7 pendent upon the event of any lottery, gift enterprise, or 

8 similar scheme offering prizes dependent in whole or in part 

9 upon lot or chance, or any list of the prizes awarded by means 

10 of any such schemes. 

11 Sec. 243. Fourth-class postmasters of the United States 

12 are hereby required, empowered, and authorized to administer 

13 any and all oaths required to be made by pensioners and their 

14 witnesses in the execution of their vouchers with like effect 

15 and force as officers having *a seal, and such postmaster shall 

16 affix the stamp of his office to his signature to such vouchers, 

17 and he is authorized to charge and receive for each voucher 

18 not exceeding twenty-five cents, to be paid by the pensioner. 

19 Sec. 244. Every postmaster shall report promptly to 

20 the Postmaster-General every delinquency, neglect, or mal- 

21 practice of the contractors, their agents or carriers, which 

22 comes to his knowledge. 

23 Sec. 245. No postmaster, assistant postmaster, or other 

24 person employed in any post-office shall be a contractor or 

25 • concerned in any contract for carrying the mail. 
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Sec. 243. 

Fourth-class postmasters of the United States are hereby required, em- 

Eowered, and authorized to administer any and all oaths required to be made 
y pensioners and their witnesses in the execution of their vouchers with like 
effect and force as officers having a seal, and such postmaster shall affix the 
stamp of his office to his signature to such vouchers, and he is authorized to 
charge and receive for each voucher not exceeding twenty-five cents, to be paid 
by the pensioner. 

1894, Aug. 23, ch. 319, 2 Supp., 264. 



Sec. 244. 

Every postmaster shall promptly report to the Postmaster-General every 
delinquency v neglect, or malpractice of the contractors, their agents, or carriers, 
which comes to his knowledge. 

R. S., sec, 8849. 



Sec. 245. 

No postmaster, assistant postmaster, or clerk employed in any post office 
shall be a contractor or concerned in any contract for carrying the maiL 
R. S., sec. 3850. 
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1 Sec. 246. The Postmaster-General shall promptly cer- 

2 tify to the Auditor for the Post-Office Department all appoint- 

3 ments to, removals or resignations from, and vacancies and 

4 changes in the office of postmaster. 

5 Sec. 247. Every postmaster shall keep an office in 

6 which one or more persons shall be on duty during such 

7 hours of each day as the Director of Posts may direct, for 

8 the purpose of receiving, delivering, making up, and for- 

9 warding all mail matter received thereat. 

10 Sec. 248. All letters brought to any post-office half an 

11 hour before the time for the departure of the mail shall be 

12 forwarded therein; but at offices where, in the opinion of the 

13 Director of Posts, more time for making up the mail is re- 

14 quired he may prescribe accordingly, not exceeding one 

15 hour. 

16 Sec 249. The Director of Posts shall furnish to the 

17 postmasters at the termination of each route a schedule of 

18 the time of arrival and departure of the mail at their offices, 

19 respectively, to be posted in a conspicuous place in the office; 

20 and he shall also give them notice of any change in the ar- 

21 rival and departure that may be ordered; and he shall cause 

22 to be kept and returned to the department, at short and 

23 regular intervals, registers showing the exact times of the 

24 arrivals and departures of the mail. 
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Sec. 246. 

See sees. 233, 238. 



Sec. 247. 

Every postmaster shall keep an office in which one or more persons shall 
be on duty during such hours of each day as the Postmaster-General may direct, 
for the purpose of receiving, delivering, making up, and forwarding all 
mail matter received thereat. 

R. S., sec. 3839. 



Sec. 248. 

All letters brought to any post-office half an hour before the time for the 
departure of the mail shall be forwarded therein ; but at offices where, in the 
opinion of the Postmaster-General, more time for making up the mail is 
required, he may prescribe accordingly, not exceeding one hour. 

R. S., sec. 3840. 



Sec. 249. 

The Postmaster-General shall furnish to the postmasters at the termina- 
tion of each route a schedule of the time of arrival and departure of the mail 
at their offices, respectively, to be posted in a conspicuous place in the office; 
and he shall also give them notice of any change in the arrival and departure 
that may be ordered; and he shall cause to be kept and returned to the depart- 
ment, at short and regular intervals, registers, showing the exact times of the 
arrivals and departures of the mail. 

R. S., sec. 3841. 
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1 Sec. 250. All post-offices shall be divided into two 

2 classes, accounting offices and imprest offices. 

3 Sec. 251. Accounting offices shall embrace (a) all 

4 offices authorized to issue money orders, and (b) all other 

5 offices designated as such by order of the Postmaster-General. 

6 Sec. 252. All offices not classified as accounting offices 

7 shall be imprest offices. No money orders shall be -issued by 
.8 any imprest office. 

9 Sec. 253. The Director of Posts shall designate for 

10 each imprest office an accounting post-office, to be known as 

11 a supply office, which shall, under such regulations as may 

12 be prescribed, supply to such imprest office postage stamps, 

13 postal cards, stamped envelopes, and other stamped paper 

14 upon requisition therefor. 

15 Sec. 254. Upon the establishment of any imprest 

16 office, or the transfer of any post-office to that class, the 

17 Director of Posts shall direct the accounting office to which 

18 said imprest office is attached to supply such imprest office 

19 with postage stamps, postal cards, stamped envelopes, and 

20 other stamped paper, to such amount not exceeding the bond 

21 of the postmaster at such imprest office as, in his judgment, 

22 may be necessary for the transaction of the postal business 

23 at such imprest office for the remaining portion (if any) of 

24 the current quarter and for the ensuing quarter. 
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1 Sec. 255. The postmaster of the accounting post- 

2 office supplying shall be credited, and the postmaster of the 

3 imprest office receiving shall be debited, with the amount 

4 of the face value of the postage stamps, postal cards, stamped 

5 envelopes, and other stamped paper so supplied. 

6 Sec. 256. Subject to such regulations as may be pre- 

7 scribed, the Director of Posts may order the amount due for 

8 the initial supply of postage stamps, postal cards, stamped 
envelopes, and other stamped paper made to any imprest 

10 office in pursuance of section two hundred and fifty-four, to 

11 be paid by the postmaster thereof in cash or the equivalents 

12 for cash provided in section two hundred and fifty-seven, 

13 at the close of the next ensuing quarter after such supply 

14 was made, or, in his discretion, at any time subsequent 

15 thereto, not exceeding two additional quarters. Any post- 
16 master failing to comply with any order of the Director of 

17 Posts for the payment of the amount due for such initial 

18 supply within ten days after notice of such order may be 

19 summarily removed from office, and his bond shall be for- 

20 feited and may be put in suit forthwith. 

21 Sec. 257. Upon requisition of any imprest office, in 

22 such form and pursuant to such regulations as may be pre- 

23 scribed, the postmaster of the accounting post-office to which 

24 such imprest office is attached shall supply the latter with 

25 postage stamps, postal cards, stamped envelopes, and other 
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1 stamped paper, upon receipt of the full amount of the face 

2 value of such postage stamps, postal cards, stamped envel- 

3 opes, and other stamped paper, in lawful money, or in the 

4 following, which shall be accepted as equivalents for lawful 

5 money: First, the voucher of the postmaster at such im- 

6 prest office for the full amount of his accrued salary as ascer- 

7 tained and fixed by the assistant director of post-offices; sec- 

8 ond, vouchers for payments made by the postmaster at such 

9 imprest office for special-delivery service, at the rate of eighty 

10 per centum of the face value of all special-delivery stamps 

11 attached to mail matter received and delivered at his office, 

12 as shown by the signed vouchers of the recipients of the mat- 

13 ter so stamped; third, vouchers for the amount of payments 

14 made by said postmaster on account of special services 

15 authorized and allowed by the Postmaster-General, duly 

16 signed by the recipients of such payments; fourth, postal 

17 notes paid to the full amount of the face value thereof. 

18 Sec. 258. The accounts of all accounting postmasters 

19 shall be kept in such manner as to exhibit separately the 

20 amount of postage stamps, postal cards, stamped envelopes, 

21 and other stamped paper supplied to any imprest post-office, 

22 but the same shall not be considered as revenue of such 

23 accounting post-office, or otherwise taken into account when 

24 fixing the salary or allowances of the postmaster thereof. 

25 Sec. 259. The postmaster of each imprest office shall 
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1 keep a separate account of all money collected in payment of 

2 postage on second-class mail matter mailed at his office at 

3 the pound-rate of postage, and shall at least once a month, 

4 or as often as the regulations may prescribe, forward such 

5 account, together with the amount of postage so collected, 

6 to the accounting post-office to which his office is attached. 

7 Sec. 260- Postage so transmitted shall be duly 

8 accounted for, under such regulations as may be prescribed, 

9 by the postmaster at such accounting office, but such postage 

10 shall not, for the purpose of fixing the salary or allowances 

11 of such accounting postmaster, be deemed to be revenue of 

12 his office or otherwise taken into account, but shall be 

13 credited to the imprest office at which the same shall have 

14 been collected, and the Postmaster-General in prescribing 

15 the form and manner of the books of account in the office of 

16 the assistant director of accounts shall cause the same to be 

17 so made as to carry the provisions of this section into effect. 

18 Sec. 261. The postmaster of every accounting office 

19 shall keep a record, in such form as may be prescribed by the 

20 Director of Posts (a) , of all postage stamps, special-delivery 

21 stamps, postal cards, stamped envelopes, newspaper wrap- 

22 pers, books of stamps, postage-due stamps, postal books, 

23 blanks, and property received from his predecessor, or from 

24 the department or any of its agents; (b) of all receipts in 

25 money for postages and box rents, and of all other receipts on 
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Sec. 261. 

Every postmaster shall keep a record, in such form as the Postmaster- 
General shall direct, of all postage stamps, envelopes, postal books, blanks, and 
property received from his predecessor, or from the department or any of its 
agents; of all receipts in money for postages and box rents, and of all other 
receipts on account of the postal service, and of any other transactions which 
may oe required by the Postmaster-General; and these records shall be pre- 
served and delivered to his successor, and shall be at all times subject to exam- 
ination by anv special agent of the department (post-office inspector). 

R. S., sec. 3842. 
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1 account of the postal service ; (c) and of any other transac- 

2 tions which may be required by the Director of Posts; and 

3 these records shall be preserved and delivered to his suo- 

4 cessor, and shall be at all times subject to examination by any 

5 post-office inspector or other authorized agent of the depart- 

6 ment. 

7 Sec. 262. All moneys received or charged at any ac- 

8 counting post-office or branch thereof for postage, rent for 

9 boxes, or other receptacles for mail matter or for the delivery 

10 of mail matter in any manner whatever, shall be accounted 

11 for as part of the postal revenue, and the postmaster shall be 

12 charged with and held accountable for any part of the same 

13 accruing in his office which he has neglected to collect the 

14 same as if he had collected it. 

15 Sec. 263. No box at any post-office shall be assigned 

16 to the use of any person until the rent thereof has been paid 

17 for at least one quarter in advance, for which the postmaster 

18 shall give a receipt. 

19 Sec. 264. The postmaster at every accounting office 

20 shall render to the assistant director of accounts, under oath 

21 and in such form, and at monthly or such other more fre- 

22 quent intervals as may, by regulation, be prescribed, regular 

23 accounts of all receipts and disbursements at his office and 

24 all branches thereof on account of the postal service. 
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Sec. 262. 

All postages, box rents, and other receipts at post-offices shall be accounted 
for as part of the postal revenues; and each postmaster shall be charged with 
and held accountable for any part of the same, accruing at his office, which he 
has neglected to collect, the same as if he had collected it. 

R. S., sec. 405L 



Sbc. 264. 

In order to ascertain the amount of the postal receipts of each office, the 
Postmaster-General may require postmasters to furnish the department with 
certified copies of their quarterly returns to the auditor at such times and for 
such periods as he may deem necessary in each case. 

1888, Mar. 3, ch. 142, sec. 1, 1 Supp., 419. 

Every postmaster shall render to the Postmaster-General, under oath, and 
in such form as the latter shall prescribe, a quarterly account of all moneys 
received or charged by him or at nis office, for postage, rent of boxes or other 
receptacles for mail matter, or by reason of keeping a branch office, or for the 
delivery of mail matter in any manner whatever, 

R. S., sec. 3843. 
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1 Sec. 265. The Postmaster-General may, by regulation, 

2 require every account of a postmaster to be accompanied by 

3 a sworn statement in such form as may be prescribed of the 

4 truth and accuracy of such account, and that it exhibits truly 

5 and faithfully the entire receipts collected at such office, or 

6 which, by due diligence, could have been collected, and that 

7 such postmaster has not knowingly delivered or permitted to 

8 be delivered any mail matter on which the postage was not 

9 at the time paid. 

10 Sec. 266. Whenever any postmaster neglects to render 

11 his accounts for one month after the time and in the form 

12 and manner prescribed by law and the regulations of the 

13 Postmaster-General, he and his sureties shall forfeit and pay 

14 double the amount of the gross receipts at such office during 

15 any previous or subsequent equal period of time; and if, at 

16 the time of trial, no account has been rendered, they shall be 

17 liable to a penalty of such sum as the court and jury shall 

18 estimate to be equivalent thereto, to be recovered in an 

19 action on the bond. 

20 Sec. 267. Postmasters shall keep safely, without loan- 

21 ing, using, depositing in an unauthorized bank, or exchanging 

22 for other funds, all the public money collected by them, or 

23 which may come into their possession, until it is ordered by 

24 the Postmaster-General to be transferred or paid out. 
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Sec. 265. 
The Postmaster-General may require a sworn statement to accompany each 
quarterly account of the postmaster. * * * The form of affidavit to be 
made by postmasters upon their returns shall be such as may be prescribed by 
the Postmaster-General. * * * 

1878, June 17, ch. 259, 1 Supp., 186. 

The Postmaster-General may require a sworn statement to accompany each 
quarterly account of a postmaster, to the effect that such account contains a true 
statement of the entire amount oi postage, box rents, charges, and moneys col- 
lected or received at his office during the quarter; that he has not knowingly 
delivered, or permitted to be delivered, any mail matter on which the postage 
was not at the time paid ; that such account exhibits truly and faithfully the 
entire receipts collected at his office, and which, by due diligence, could have 
been collected ; and that the credits he claims are just and right, 

R. S., sec. 3844. 



Sec. 266. 

Whenever any postmaster neglects to render his accounts for one month 
after the time, and in the form and manner prescribed by law and the regu- 
lations of the Postmaster-General, he and his sureties shall forfeit and pay 
double the amount of the gross receipts of such office during any previous or 
subsequent equal period of time; and if, at the time of trial, no account has been 
rendered, they shall be liable to a penalty of such sum as the court and jury 
shall estimate to be equivalent thereto, to be recovered in an action on the bond. 

R. S., sec. 3845. 



Sec. 267. 

Postmasters shall keep safely, without loaning, using, depositing in an un- 
authorized bank, or exchanging for other funds, all the public money collected 
by them, or which may come into their possession, until it is ordered by the 
Postmaster-General to be transferred or paid out. 

R. S., sec. 3846. 

See R. S., sec. 3847. 
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1 Sec. 268. Any postmaster having public money be- 

2 longing to the Government at an office within a city or town 

3 where there is no Treasurer or assistant treasurer of the 

4 United States, or designated depositary, may deposit the 

5 same temporarily, at his own risk and in his official capacity, 

6 in any national or state bank in the State in which the said 

7 postmaster resides, or in which his office is located, or within 

8 fifty miles of his post-office in an adjacent State, but no 

9 authority or permission is or shall be given for the payment 

10 to or receipt by a postmaster or any other person of interest, 

11 directly or indirectly, on any deposit made as herein 

12 described. 



13 Sec. 269. Postmasters shall deposit the postal revenues 

14 and all money at their offices with the depositaries and at the 

15 periods following or as much oftener as the Director of Posts 

16 may direct: (a) The postmaster at Washington and the 

17 postmasters in cities where there is an assistant treasurer 
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Sec. 268. 

Any postmaster, having public money belonging to the Government, at an 
office within a county where there are no designated depositories, treasurers of 
mints, or treasurer or assistant treasurers of the United States, may deposit 
the same, at his own risk and in his official capacity, in any national bank in 
the town, city, or county where the said postmaster resides; but no authority or 
permission is or shall lie given for the demand or receipt by the postmaster, or 
any other person, of interest, directly or indirectly, on any deposit made as 
herein described; and every postmaster who makes any such deposit shall report 
quarterly to the Postmaster-General the name of the bank where such deposits 
have been made, and also state the amount which may stand at the time to his 
credit. 

R. S., sec. 3847. 

But nothing herein contained shall be construed to prohibit any postmaster 
depositing, under the direction of the Postmaster-General, in a national bank 
designated by the Secretary of the Treasury for that purpose, to his own credit 
as postmaster, any money-order or other funds in his charge, nor prevent his 
negotiating drafts or other evidences of debt through such bank, or through 
United States disbursing officers, or otherwise, when instructed or required to 
do so by the Postmaster-General, for the purpose of remitting surplus money- 
order funds from one post-office to another, to be used in payment of money 
orders. Disbursing officers of the United States shall issue, under regulations 
to be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, duplicates of lost checks 
drawn by them in favor of any postmaster on account of money order or other 
public funds received by them from some other postmaster. 

R. S., sec. 4046. 

Amend section 3847 of the Revised Statutes of the United States to read 
as follows: 

"Any postmaster, having public money belonging to the Government, at 
an office within a city or town where there is no treasurer or assistant treasurer 
of the United States, or designated depositary, may deposit the same 
temporarily, at his own risk and in his official capacity ; in any national or 
state bank in the State in which the said postmaster resides, or in which his 
office is located, or within a reasonable radius of his post-office in an adjacent 
State, but no authority or permission is or shall be given for the payment to 
or receipt by a postmaster or any other person, ot interest, directly or in- 
directly, on any deposit made as herein described." 

Act May 27, 1908. 35 Stat. L. 

Every banker, broker, or other person not an authorized depositary of 
public moneys, who knowingly receives from any disbursing officer, or collec- 
tor of internal revenue, or other agent of the United States, any public money 
on deposit or by way of loan or accommodation, with or without interest, or 
otherwise than in payment of a debt against the United States, or who uses, 
transfers, converts, appropriates, or applies any portion of the public money 
for any purpose not prescribed by law, and every president, cashier, teller, 
director, or other officer of any bank or banking association who violates any 
of the provisions of this section is guilty of an act of -embezzlement of the 
public money so deposited, loaned, transferred, used, converted, appropriated, 
or applied, and shall be punished as prescribed in section fifty- four hundred 
and eighty-eight (of the Revised Statutes). 

R. a, sec 5497. 

Sec. 269. 

The postmaster at Washington and postmasters at cities where there is 
an assistant treasurer shall deposit the postal revenues, and all money accru- 
ing at their offices, with such assistant treasurer as often as once a week at 
least and as much oftener as the Postmaster-General may direct. 

R. SL sec 3848. 

See R. S., sec 3615. 

It shall foe the duty of the disbursing officer having any public money 
intrusted to him for disbursement to deposit the same with the Treasurer or 
some one of the assistant treasurers of the United States and to draw for the 



Digitized by 



Google 



254 

1 shall deposit with the Treasurer or such assistant treasurer as 

2 often as once a week at least; 

3 (b) Postmasters at other offices designated as disburs- 

4 ing offices shall deposit with such national bank depositary 

5 as may be respectively designated for them by the Director 

6 of Posts and as often as once a month at least; 

7 (c) Postmasters at all other offices shall deposit with 

8 such disbursing post-office as may be respectively desig- 

9 nated for them by the Director of Posts as often as once a 

10 month if of the first, second, or third class, or as often as 

11 once a quarter if of the fourth class. 

12 Sec. 270. The Director of Posts is authorized to desig- 

13 nate the postmaster at any accounting post-office as a dis- 

14 bursing officer for the payment of salaries of officers and em- 

15 ployees of the postal service, including employees of the 

16 postal service concerned in the transportation of mails or 

17 their distribution in transit, and for such other payments as 

18 postmasters are authorized to make from the postal revenues. 

19 Sec 271. Under such regulations as the Postmaster- 

20 General shall prescribe and pursuant to such directions as 

21 may be given in the particular case, postmasters may, at their 

22 own risk, remit surplus postal funds to their respective de- 

23 positaries by means of national and state bank drafts, cash- 

24 iers* checks, or similar instruments. 
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same only as it may be required for payments to be made by him in pursuance 
of law (and draw for the same only in favor of the persons to whom payment 
is made) ; and all transfers from the Treasury of the United States to a dis- 
bursing officer shall be by draft or warrant on the Treasurer or an Assistant 
Treasurer of the United States. * * * 
B. S., sec. 3620. 



Sec. 270. 

Sec. 6426. (2) The Postmaster-General is authorized to designate post- 
masters at money-order post-offices as disbursing officers for the payment of the 
salaries of officers and employees of the postal service, and for such other 
payments as postmasters are now authorized to make from postal revenues. 

23 Stat L., 156, ch. 234, 1 Supp., 467. July 5, 1884. 
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1 Sec. 272. The Postmaster-General is authorized to in- 

2 vestigate all claims of postmasters for the loss of money-order 

3 funds, postal funds, postage stamps, stamped envelopes, news- 

4 paper wrappers, and postal cards, belonging to the United 

5 States in the hands of such postmasters, resulting from bur- 

6 glary, fire, or other unavoidable casualty, and if he shall de- 

7 termine that such loss resulted from no fault or negligence on 

8 the part of such postmasters, to pay to such postmasters, or 

9 credit them with the amount so ascertained to have been lost 

10 or destroyed, and also to credit postmasters with the amount 

11 of any remittance of money-order funds or postal funds made 

12 by them in compliance with the instructions of the Post- 
13 master-General, which shall have been lost or stolen while 

14 in transit by mail from the office of the remitting postmaster 

15 to the office designated as his depositary, or after arrival at 

16 such depository office and before the postmaster at such de- 

17 pository office has become responsible therefor. Claims for 

18 losses of postal or money-order funds deposited by postmas- 

19 ters in banks, under the authority of this chapter, resulting 

20 from the failure of such banks, may be allowed, provided 

21 such postmasters do not, by their own negligence, or care- 

22 lessness, contribute to such losses. No claim for a loss which 

23 may hereafter occur shall be allowed unless made within six 

24 months from the date of such loss; and no allowance in ex- 

25 cess of ten thousand dollars shall be made until after the 
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Sec. 272. 

The Postmaster-General * * * is hereby authorized to investigate all 
claims of postmasters for the loss of money-order funds, postal funds, postage 
stamps, stamped envelopes, newspaper wrappers, and postal cards, belonging 
to the United States in the hands of such postmasters, resulting from burglary, 
fire, or other unavoidable casualty, and if he shall determine that such loss 
resulted from no fault or negligence on the part of such postmasters, to pay to 
such postmasters, or credit tnem with the amount so ascertained to have been 
lost or destroyed, and also to credit postmasters with the amount of any remit- 
tance of money-order funds or postal funds made by them in compliance with 
the instructions of the Postmaster-General, which shall have been lost or 
stolen while in transit by mail from the office of the remitting postmaster to the 
office designated as his depository, or after arrival at such depository office and 
before the postmaster at such depository office has become responsible therefor: 
Provided, That no claim exceeding the sum of two thousand dollars shall be 
paid or credited until after the facts shall have been ascertained by the Post- 
master-General and reported to Congress, together with his recommendation 
thereon, and an appropriation made therefor: And provided further, * * * 
that no claim for losses * * * shall be allowed unless presented within 
six months from the time the loss occurred. 

It is hereby made the duty of the Postmaster-General to report his action 
herein to Congress annually, with his reasons therefor in each particular case. 

1888, May 9, ch. 231, 1 Supp., 585. 

That the first proviso in section one of said act (act of May 9, 1888) be so 
amended as to read as follows: 

Provided, That no claim exceeding the sum of ten thousand dollars shall 
be paid or credited until after the facts shall have been ascertained by the 
Postmaster-General and reported to Congress, together with his recommenda- 
tion thereon, and an appropriation made therefor. 

Act June 11, 1896, ch. 424, 29 Stat. L., 458. 
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1 facts shall have been reported to and authority for such al- 

2 lowance granted by Congress. The Postmaster-General 

3 shall report annually to Congress his actions under the pro- 

4 visions of this section, with his reason therefor in each par- 

5 ticular case. 

6 Sec. 273. The salary of any postmaster of an account- 

7 ing post-office, and such other expenses of the postal service 

8 authorized by law as may be incurred by him and for which 

9 appropriations have been made, may be deducted out of the 

10 revenues of his office, under the direction of the Postmaster- 

11 General or such regulations as he may prescribe. 

12 Sec. 274. Vouchers for all deductions made by a post- 
13 master out of the receipts of his office on account of the 

14 expenses of the postal service shall be submitted with his 

15 accounts to the assistant director of accounts, and if by him 

16 found to be in conformity with law shall be submitted for 

17 examination and settlement to the Auditor for the Post-Office 

18 Department, and no such deductions shall be valid unless 

19 found by the auditor to be in conformity with law. 

20 Sec. 275. Postmasters shall be divided into four classes, 

21 as follows: 

22 The first class shall embrace all those whose annual sala- 

23 ries are three thousand dollars, or more than three thousand 

24 dollars; 

25 The second class shall embrace all those whose annual 
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Seo. 273. 

The salary of a postmaster and such other expenses of the postal service 
authorized bylaw as may be incured by him, and for which appropriations have 
been made, may be deducted out of the receipts of his office, under the direction 
of the Postmaster-General. 

R. S., sec. 3861. 



. Sec. 274. 

Vouchers for all deductions made by a postmaster out of the receipts of 
his office, on account of the expenses of the postal service, shall be submitted 
for examination and settlement to the Sixth Auditor, and no such deduction 
shall be valid unless found to be in conformity with law. 
R. S., sec. 3802. 



Sec. 275. 

Postmasters shall be divided into four classes, as follows: 

The first class shall embrace all those whose annual salaries are three thou- 
sand dollars or more than three thousand dollars. 

The second class shall embrace all those whose annual salaries are less than 
three thousand dollars, but not less than two thousand dollars. 

The third class shall embrace all those whose annual salaries are less than 
two thousand dollars, but not less than one thousand dollars. 

The fourth class shall embrace all postmasters whose annual compensation 
exclusive of their commissions on the money-order business of their offices, 
amounts to less than one thousand dollars. 

1876, July 12, ch. 179, sec. 5, 1 Supp., 110. 

19 Stat. L., 80. 
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1 salaries are less than three thousand dollars, but not less than 

2 two thousand dollars; 

3 The third class shall embrace all those whose annual 

4 salaries are less than two thousand dollars, but not less than 

5 one thousand dollars; 

C The fourth class shall embrace all postmasters whose 

7 annual compensation, exclusive of their commissions on the 

8 money-order business of their offices, amounts to less than 

9 one thousand dollars. 

10 Sec. 276. The compensation of postmasters of the first, 

11 second, and third classes shall be annual salaries assigned in 

12 even hundreds of dollars and payable in quarterly payments, 

13 to be annually ascertained and fixed by the Postmaster- 

14 General upon the basis of the gross receipts of their respec- 

15 tive offices for the calendar year preceding the adjustment 

16 thereof, to take effect at the beginning of the ensuing fiscal 

17 year, at the following rates, namely : 

18 FIKST CLASS. 

19 Gross receipts, forty thousand dollars, and not exceeding 

20 forty-five thousand dollars ; salary, three thousand dollars. 

21 Gross receipts, forty-five thousand dollars, and not ex- 

22 ceeding sixty thousand dollars; salary, three thousand one 

23 hundred dollars. 
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Sec. 276. 

The respective compensation of postmasters of the first, second, and third 
classes shall be annual salaries, assigned in even hundreds of dollars, and pay- 
able in quarterly payments, to be ascertained and fixed by the Postmaster-Gen- 
eral from their respective quarterly returns to the Auditor for the Post-Office 
Department, or copies or duplicates thereof, to be forwarded to the First 
Assistant Postmaster-General, for four quarters immediately preceding the 
adjustment, at the following rates, namely: 

FIRST CLASS. 

Gross receipts, forty thousand dollars, and not exceeding forty-five thou- 
sand dollars, salary, three thousand dollars. 

Gross receipts, forty-five thousand dollars, and not exceeding sixty thou- 
sand dollars, salary, three thousand one hundred dollars. 

Gross receipts, sixty thousand dollars, and not exceeding eighty thousand 
dollars, salary, three thousand two hundred dollars. 

Gross receipts, eighty thousand dollars, and not exceeding one hundred and 
ten thousand dollars, salary, three thousand three hundred dollars. 

Gross receipts, one hundred and ten thousand dollars, and not exceeding 
one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, salary, three thousand four hundred 
dollars. 

Gross receipts, one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, and not exceeding 
two hundred thousand dollars, salary, three thousand five hundred dollars. 

Gross receipts, two hundred thousand dollars, and not exceeding two hun- 
dred and sixty thousand dollars, salary, three thousand six hundred dollars. 

Gross receipts, three hundred and thirtv thousand dollars, and not ex- 
ceeding three hundred and thirty thousand dollars, salary, three thousand seven 
hundred dollars. 

Gross receipts, three hundred and thirty thousand dollars, and not ex- 
ceeding four hundred thousand dollars, salary, three thousand eight hundred 
dollars. 

Gross receipts, four hundred thousand dollars, and not exceeding four hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars, salary, three thousand nine hundred dollars. 

Gross receipts, four hundred and fifty thousand dollars, and not exceeding 
five hundred thousand dollars, salary, four thousand dollars. 

Gross receipts, five hundred thousand dollars, and not exceeding six hun- 
dred thousand aollars, salary, five thousand dollars. 

Gross receipts, six hundred thousand dollars and upward, salary six thou- 
sand dollars. 
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1 Gross receipts, sixty thousand dollars, and not exceeding 

2 eighty thousand dollars; salary, three thousand two hundred 

3 dollars. 

4 Gross receipts, eighty thousand dollars, and not exceed- 

5 ing one hundred and ten thousand dollars; salary, three thou- 

6 sand three hundred dollars. 

7 Gross receipts, one hundred and ten thousand dollars, 

8 and not exceeding one hundred and fifty thousand dollars; 

9 salary, three thousand four hundred dollars. 

10 Gross receipts, one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, 

11 and not exceeding two hundred thousand dollars; salary, 

12 three thousand five hundred dollars. 

13 Gross receipts, two hundred thousand dollars, and not 

14 exceeding two hundred and sixty thousand dollars; salary, 

15 three thousand six hundred dollars. 

16 Gross receipts, two hundred and sixty thousand dollars, 

17 and not exceeding three hundred and thirty thousand dollars; 

18 salary, three thousand seven hundred dollars. 

19 Gross receipts, three hundred and thirty thousand dol- 

20 lars, and not exceeding four hundred thousand dollars; salary, 

21 three thousand eight hundred dollars. 

22 Gross receipts, four hundred thousand dollars, and not 

23 exceeding four hundred and fifty thousand dollars; salary, 

24 three thousand nine hundred dollars. 
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SECOND CLASS. 

Gross receipts, eight thousand dollars, and not exceeding nine thousand 
dollars, salary, two thousand dollars. 

Gross receipts, nine thousand dollars, and not exceeding ten thousand dol- 
lars, salary, two thousand one hundred dollars. 

Gross receipts, ten thousand dollars, and not exceeding eleven thousand 
dollars, salary, two thousand two hundred dollars. 

Gross receipts, eleven thousand dollars, and not exceeding thirteen thou- 
sand dollars, salary, two thousand three hundred dollars. 

Gross receipts, thirteen thousand dollars, and not exceeding sixteen thou- 
sand dollars, salary, two thousand four hundred dollars. 

Gross receipts, sixteen thousand dollars, and not exceeding twenty thou 
sand dollars, salary, two thousand five hundred dollars. 

Gross receipts, twenty thousand dollars, and not exceeding twenty-four 
thousand dollars, salary, two thousand six hundred dollars. 

Gross receipts, twenty-four thousand dollars, and not exceeding thirty 
thousand dollars, salary, two thousand seven hundred dollars. 

Gross receipts, thirty thousand dollars, and not exceeding thirty-five thou- 
sand dollars, salary, two thousand eight hundred dollars. 

Gross receipts, thirty-five thousand dollars, and not exceeding forty thou- 
sand dollars, salary, two thousand nine hundred dollars. 

THIRD CLASS. 

Gross receipts, one thousand nine hundred dollars, and not exceeding two 
thousand one hundred dollars, salary, one thousand dollars. 

Gross receipts, two thousand one hundred dollars, and not exceeding two 
thousand four hundred dollars, salary, one thousand one hundred dollars. 

Gross receipts, two thousand four hundred dollars, and not exceeding two 
thousand seven nundred dollars, salary, one thousand two hundred dollars. 

Gross receipts, two thousand seven hundred dollars and not exceeding 
three thousand dollars, salary, one thousand three hundred dollars. 

Gross receipts, three thousand dollars and not exceeding three thousand 
five hundred dollars, salary, one thousand four hundred dollars. 

Gross receipts, three thousand five hundred dollars and not exceeding four 
thousand two hundred dollars, salary, one thousand five hundred dollars. 

Gross receipts, four thousand two hundred dollars and not exceeding five 
thousand dollars, salary, one thousand six hundred dollars. 

Gross receipts, five thousand dollars and not exceeding six thousand dol- 
lars, salary, one thousand seven hundred dollars. 

Gross receipts, six thousand dollars and not exceeding seven thousand dol- 
lars, salary, one thousand eight hundred dollars. 

Gross receipts, seven thousand dollars and not exceeding eight thousand 
dollars, salarv, one thousand nine hundred dollars. 

1883, Mar. 3, ch. 142, 1 Supp., 417. 

See R. S., sees. 3852-3856. 

That hereafter the compensation paid to postmasters at Boston, Massachu- 
setts, and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, shall be eight thousand dollars per 
annum. 

May 27, 1908, 35 Stat. L., ch. 206, p. 406. 

The salary of the postmaster at the city of New York, New York, * * * 
(shall be) eignt thousand dollars per annum. 

1875, Mar. 3, ch. 128, 1 Supp., 70. See 1883, Mar. 3, ch. 142, sec. 4, 1 
Supp., 420. 
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1 Gross receipts, four hundred and fifty thousand dollars, 

2 and not exceeding five hundred thousand dollars; salary, 

3 four thousand dollars. 

4 Gross receipts, five hundred thousand dollars, and not 

5 exceeding six hundred thousand dollars; salary, five thou- 

6 sand dollars. 

« 

7 Gross receipts, six hundred thousand dollars and up- 

8 ward; salary, six thousand dollars. 

9 The salaries of the postmasters at the cities of New 

10 York, New York; Chicago, Illinois; Philadelphia, Penn- 

11 sylvania, and Boston, Massachusetts, shall be eight thousand 

12 dollars per annum. 

13 SECOND CLASS. 

14 Gross receipts, eight thousand dollars, and not exceed- 

15 ing nine thousand dollars; salary, two thousand dollars. 

16 Gross receipts, nine thousand dollars, and not exceed- 

17 ing ten thousand dollars; salary, two thousand one hundred 

18 dollars. 

19 Gross receipts, ten thousand dollars, and not exceeding 

20 eleven thousand dollars; salary, two thousand two hundred 

21 dollars. 

22 Gross receipts, eleven thousand dollars, and not exceed- 

23 ing thirteen thousand dollars; salary, two thousand three 

24 hundred dollars. 
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1 Gross receipts, thirteen thousand dollars, and not ex- 

2 ceeding sixteen thousand dollars; salary, two thousand four 

3 hundred dollars. 

4 Gross receipts, sixteen thousand dollars, and not ex- 

5 ceeding twenty thousand dollars; salary, two thousand five 

6 hundred dollars. 

7 Gross receipts, twenty thousand dollars, and not exceed- 

8 ing twenty-four thousand dollars; salary, two thousand six 

9 hundred dollars. 

10 Gross receipts, twenty-four thousand dollars, and not 

11 exceeding thirty thousand dollars; salary, two thousand 

12 seven hundred dollars. 

13 Gross receipts, thirty thousand dollars, and not exceed- 

14 ing thirty-five thousand dollars; salary, two thousand eight 

15 hundred dollars. 

16 Gross receipts, thirty-five thousand dollars, and not ex- 

17 ceeding forty thousand dollars; salary, two thousand nine 

18 hundred dollars. 

19 TIIIKD CLASS. 

20 Gross receipts, one thousand nine hundred dollars, and 

21 not exceeding two thousand one hundred dollars; salary, 

22 one thousand dollars. 

23 Gross receipts, two thousand one hundred dollars, and 

24 not exceeding two thousand four hundred dollars; salary, 

25 one thousand one hundred dollars. 
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1 Gross receipts, two thousand four hundred dollars, and 

2 not exceeding two thousand seven hundred dollars; salary, 

3 one thousand two hundred dollars. 

4 Gross receipts, two thousand seven hundred dollars, and 

5 not exceeding three thousand dollars; salary, one thousand 

6 three hundred dollars. 

7 Gross receipts, three thousand dollars, and not exceed- 

8 ing three thousand five hundred dollars; salary, one thousand 

9 four hundred dollars. 

10 Gross receipts, three thousand five hundred dollars, and 

11 not exceeding four thousand two hundred dollars; salary, 

12 one thousand five hundred dollars. 

13 Gross receipts, four thousand two hundred dollars, and 

14 not exceeding five thousand dollars; salary, one thousand 

15 six hundred dollars. 

16 Gross receipts, five thousand dollars, and not exceeding 

17 six thousand dollars; salary, one thousand seven hundred 

18 dollars. 

19 Gross receipts, six thousand dollars, and not exceeding 

20 seven thousand dollars; salary, one thousand eight hundred 

21 dollars. 

22 Gross receipts, seven thousand dollars, and not exceed- 

23 ing eight thousand dollars; salary, one thousand nine hundred 

24 dollars. 
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1 Sec. 277. The compensation of postmasters of the 

2 fourth class shall be annual salaries payable in quarterly 

3 payments, to be annually ascertained and fixed by the Post- 

4 master-General upon the basis of the gross amount of the 

5 postal business, exclusive of money-order business, transacted 

6 at their respective offices for the calendar year preceding the 

7 adjustment, to take effect at the beginning of the ensuing 

8 fiscal year, at the following rates, namely: 

9 On the first two hundred dollars or less of gross receipts, 

10 one hundred per centum, if such per centum shall exceed 

11 fifty dollars, otherwise fifty dollars; on the next four hundred 

12 dollars or less, sixty per centum; on the next eight hundred 

13 dollars or less, fifty per centum ; and on all the balance, forty 

14 per centum: Provided, That such salary shall in no case 

15 exceed one thousand dollars. 

16 Sec. 278. If such fourth-class office be an accounting 

17 office, such salaries shall be ascertained and fixed from the 

18 accounts thereof, as finally adjusted by the Auditor for the 

19 Post-Office Department for the calendar year ending prior 

20 to the adjustment. 

21 Sec. 279. If such fourth-class office be an imprest office, 

22 such salaries shall be ascertained and fixed from the total 

23 amount oi postage stamps, postal cards, stamped envelopes, 

24 and other stamped paper supplied to and paid for by said 
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Sec. 277. 

The compensation of postmasters of the fourth class shall be fixed upon 
the basis of the whole of the box rents collected at their offices and commissions 
upon the amount of canceled postage-due stamps, and on postage stamps 
* * * stamped envelopes, postal cards, and newspaper and periodical 
stamps canceled, on matter actually mailed at their offices, and on amounts 
received from waste paper, dead newspapers, printed matter, and twine sold, 
at the following rates, namely : 

On the first fifty dollars or less per quarter, one hundred per centum; on 
the next one hundred dollars or less per quarter, sixty per centum ; on the next 
two hundred dollars or less per quarter, fifty per centum ; and on all the bal- 
ance, forty per centum, the same to be ascertained and allowed by the Auditor 
for the Post-Office Department in the settlement of the accounts of such post- 
masters upon their sworn quarterly returns : 

Provided, That when the compensation of any postmaster of this class 
shall reach two hundred and fifty dollars for four consecutive quarters each, 
exclusive of commissions on money-order business, and when the returns to 
the auditor for four consecutive quarters shall show him to be entitled to a 
compensation in excess of two hundred and fifty dollars per quarter, the 
auditor shall report such fact to the Postmaster-General, who shall assign the 
office to its proper class and fix the salary of the postmaster as provided by 
section one of this act. 

Provided further, That in no case shall there be allowed to any postmaster 
of this class a compensation greater than two hundred and fifty dollars in 
any one of the first three quarters of any fiscal year, exclusive of money-order 
. commissions, and in the last quarter of any fiscal year there shall be allowed 
such further sum as he may be entitled to under the provisions of this act, not 
exceeding for the whole fiscal year the sum of one thousand dollars exclusive 
of money-order commissions. 

1883, Mar. 3, ch. 142, sec. 2, 1 Supp., 419. 

See R. S., sees. 3852 3856. 
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1 office during the calendar year ending prior to the adjustment 

2 as reported by the assistant director of accounts. 

3 Sec. 280. When the total gross postal business trans- 

4 acted at any office of the fourth class for the calendar year 

5 preceding the adjustment exceeds nineteen hundred dollars, 

6 as shown in the maimer prescribed in the last preceding sec- 

7 tion, such fact shall be reported to the Postmaster-General, 

8 who shall assign the office to its proper class to take effect 

9 on the first day of the quarter next following the order, and 

10 fix the salary of the postmaster accordingly. 

11 Sec. 281. Postmasters at money order or accounting 

12 offices of the fourth class shall be allowed, as compensation 

13 for the clerical labor in the money-order business, a commis- 

14 sion or fee of three cents for each domestic or international 

15 money order issued to be paid out of the fees for the issue 

16 of the same. 

17 Sec. 282. The salaries of the postmasters as fixed by 

18 law, shall be deemed and taken to be full compensation for 

19 the responsibility and risk incurred and for the personal 

20 services rendered by them as custodians of the money order 
2i and other funds of the Post-Office Department. 

22 Sec 283. No postmaster of the first or second class 

23 shall under any pretense whatever, have, receive, or retain, 

24 for Jrimself in the aggregate more than the amount of his 

25 salary and fees on special delivery matter delivered, nor any 
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Sec. 280. 

(Any order advancing an office of the fourth class to a higher class) shall 
not take effect until the first day of the quarter next following the order. 
1883, Mar. 3, ch. 142, sec. 3, 1 Supp., 419. 



Sec. 281. 

Postmasters at money-order offices may be allowed, as compensation for 
issuing and paying money orders, not exceeding one-third of the whole amount 
of fees collected on orders issuedj and one-fourth of one per centum on the 
gjross amount of orders paid at their respective offices, provided such compensa- 
tion, together with the postmaster's salary, shall not exceed four thousand 
dollars per annum, except in the case of the postmaster at New York City # 

R. S., sec. 4047. 



Sec. 282. 

The salaries of postmasters, as fixed by law, shall be deemed and taken to 
be full compensation for the responsibility and risk incurred and for the per- 
sonal services rendered by them as custodians of the money order and other 
funds of the Post-Office Department. 

1894, Jan. 27, ch. 21, sec. 3, 2 Supp., 167. 



Sec. 283. 

No postmaster shall, under any pretense whatever, have, receive, or retain 
for himself, in the aggregate, more than the amount oi his salary and his com- 



mission on the money-order business. 
K. S., sec. 3857. 
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1 postmaster of the third or fourth class more than the amount 

2 of his salary or compensation and commissions on money- 

3 order business and fees on special delivery matter delivered, 

4 as provided by law. But nothing herein contained shall be 

5 taken to forbid reasonable allowances to postmasters of the 

6 third or fourth class for services performed in the distribution 

7 or separation of mails at the intersection of routes as here- 

8 inafter provided. 

9 Sec. 284. No person employed in the postal service 

10 shall receive any fees or perquisites on account of the duties 

11 to be performed by virtue of his appointment. 

12 Seo. 285. Any person performing the duties of post- 
13 master by authority of law at any post-office in which there 

14 is a vacancy from any cause, or during the suspension of the 

15 postmaster, shall receive for the term for which such duties 

16 are performed the same compensation to which he would 

17 Lave been entitled if regularly appointed as postmaster at 

18 such office. No compensation shall be allowed to any post- 
19 master while any other person is performing the duties of his 

20 office under the provisions of this chapter; and no post-office 

21 inspector or other authorized agent of the Postmaster-General, 

22 receiving a regular salary as such, shall, while performing 

23 the duties of postmaster under any of said provisions, receive 

24 any compensation in addition to such salary, except that in 

25 the discretion of the Postmaster-General such officer may be 
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Sec. 284. 

No person employed in the postal service shall receive any fees or per- 
quisites on account of the duties to be performed by virtue of his appointment. 
R. S., sec 3858. 



Sec. 285. 

Any person performing the duties of postmaster by authority of the 
President, at any post-office where there is a vacancy for any cause, shall 
receive for the term for which the duty is performed the same compensation to 
which he would have been entitled if regularly appointed and confirmed as 
such postmaster; and all services heretofore rendered in like cases shall be 
paid ror under this provision. 

20 Stat. L., 362, ch. 180, sec. 31, 1 Supp., 250. Mar. 3, 187& 
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1 allowed while performing such duties either the actual and 

2 necessary expenses incurred by him in such capacity, to be 

3 paid out of the appropriation for compensation of post- 

4 masters, or the per diem attaching to the office of post- 

5 office inspector or other agent while traveling on the business 

6 of the department. 

7 Sec. 286. Whenever the Postmaster-General shall be 

8 satisfied that a postmaster has made or caused to be made a 

9 false return of the business of his post-office of any character, 

10 or caused, induced, or encouraged the mailing thereat of mat- 

11 ter which should properly be mailed elsewhere, or used or 

12 disposed of postage stamps, stamped envelopes, or postal 

13 cards in the payment of debts, or in the purchase of merchan- 

14 dise or other salable articles; or sold or disposed of, or caused 

15 to be sold or disposed of, postage stamps, stamped envelopes, 

16 or postal cards, at any point or place outside of the delivery 

17 of his post-office; or sold or disposed of, or caused or per- 

18 mitted to be sold or disposed of, postal cards, postage stamps, 

19 or stamped envelopes, intended to be deposited or to be 

20 affixed to or inclose matter to be deposited in the mails out- 

21 side the delivery of such post-office; or that by any other per- 

22 son employed at such post-office, postal cards, postage 

23 stamps, or stamped envelopes so intended to be used, have 

24 been sold or disposed of, he may, in his discretion, alter or 

25 withhold any compensation of such postmaster computed 
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Sec. 286. 

That in any case where the Postmaster-General shall be satisfied that a 
postmaster has made a false return of business, it shall be within his discretion 
to withhold commissions on such returns, and to allow any compensation that 
under the circumstances he may deem reasonable. * * * 

1878, June 17, ch. 259, 1 Supp., 186. 

* * * whenever, upon evidence deemed satisfactory to him, the Post- 
master-General shall determine that any * * * false return (of the receipt 
or delivery of any article of mailable matter as being stamped with a special 
delivery stamp, or of the number of articles specially delivered) has been 
made, he may, oy order, fix absolutely the compensation of the postmaster for 
such special dehverv during any quarter or quarters which he shall deem 
affected by such false return, and the auditor shall adjust the postmaster's 
accounts accordingly. 

1886, Aug. 4, ch. 901, sec. 3, 1 Supp., 512. 
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1 upon, or which he may deem in anywise affected by such 

2 false return or other fraudulent practice, and allow in lieu 

3 thereof such compensation as he may deem reasonable under 

4 the circumstances. 

5 Sec. 287. The Postmaster-General may designate of- 

6 fices at the intersection of mail routes as distributing or sep- 

7 arating offices and where any such office is of the third or 

8 fourth class he may make a reasonable allowance to the post- 

9 master for services arising from such duties. 

10 Sec. 288. The salaries of all postmasters shall be read- 

11 justed between January first and June thirtieth of each cal- 

12 endar year, to take effect at the beginning of the ensuing 

13 fiscal year. 

14 Sec. 289. Whenever unusual business accrues at any 

15 post-office, the Postmaster-General shall make a special order 

16 allowing reasonable compensation for clerical service during 

17 the time of such extraordinary business. 

18 Sec. 290. The Postmaster-General shall make all 

19 orders relative to the salaries or compensation of post- 
20 masters and shall promptly certify the same to the Auditor 

21 for the Post-Office Department. 

22 Sec. 291. The Postmaster-General is authorized to 

23 classify and fix (within the limits of the aggregate sum an- 

24 nually appropriated therefor) , the salaries of the clerks and 
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Sec. 287. 

The Postmaster-General may designate offices at the intersection of mail 
routes as distributing ov separating offices ; and where any such office is of the 
third (or) fourth * * * class Tie may make a reasonable allowance to the 
postmaster for the necessary cost of clerical services arising from such duties. 

R. S., sec. 3859. 



Sec. 288. 

The Postmaster-General shall make all orders relative to the salaries of 

Eostmasters; * * * and the Auditor for the Post-Office Department shall 
b notified of any and all changes of salaries. 

The salaries of postmasters of the first, second and third classes shall be 
readjusted by the Postmaster-General, * * * to take effect * * * at 
the beginning of each fiscal year. 
* 1883, Mar. 3, ch. 142, sec. 3, 1 Supp., 410. 



Sec. 290. 

Whenever unusual business accrues at any post-office, the Postmaster- 
General shall make a special order allowing reasonable compensation for 
clerical service and a proportionate increase of salary to the postmaster during 
the time of such extraordinary business. 

R. S., sec. 3863. 



Sec. 291. 

* * * It shall be the duty of the Postmaster-General to separately ar- 
range in classes the several clerks and persons employed, or in the public 
service at each post-office, or under any postmaster of the United States, where 
the whole number of said clerks and persons shall together amount to as many 
as fifty. And * * * from time to time, on the direction of the President, 
it shall be the duty of the Postmaster-General to arrange in like classes the 
clerks and persons so employed in the postal service in connection with any 
other post-office; and every such arrangement and classification upon being 
m»de shall be reported to the President. 

1883, Jan. 16, ch. 27, sec. 6, 1 Supp., 395. 
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1 employees attached to first and second class post-offices as 

2 hereinafter provided: 

3 Assistant postmaster, salary not exceeding fifty per 

4 centum of the salary of the postmaster, graded in even hiin- 

5 dreds of dollars, from seven hundred dollars to not exceeding 

6 three thousand dollars per annum, except New York, New 

7 York; Chicago, Illinois; Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and 

8 Boston, Massachusetts, where the salary shall be fixed at 

9 four thousand dollars. 

10 Private secretary to postmaster, eleven classes, salary, 

11 graded in even hundreds of dollars, from nine hundred dollars 

12 to not exceeding one thousand eight hundred dollars per 

13 annum, except at New York, New York, and Chicago, 

14 Illinois, where the salary of the private secretary may be 

15 fixed at two thousand four hundred dollars per annum. 

16 Cashiers, ten classes, salary, graded in even hundreds 

17 of dollars, from one thousand three hundred dollars, to not 

18 exceeding two thousand six hundred dollars per annum. 

19 Assistant cashier, eight classes, salary, graded in even 

20 hundreds of dollars, from one thousand two hundred dollars 

21 to not exceeding two thousand dollars per annum. 

22 Finance clerks, including bookkeepers, ten classes, 

23 salary, graded in even hundreds of dollars, from one thou- 

24 sand two hundred dollars to not exceeding two thousand four 

25 hundred dollars per annum. 
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The Postmaster-General * * * is hereby authorized to classify and 
fix the salaries of the clerks and employees attached to the first-class post- 
offices * * * as hereinafter provided. 

Assistant postmaster, salary not exceeding fifty per centum of the salary 
of the postmaster, as provided by act of March third, eighteen hundred and 
eighty-three, graded in even hundreds of dollars, from one thousand five hun- 
dred dollars to not exceeding three thousand dollars per annum, except New 
York, New York, where the salary of the assistant postmaster shall be fixed at 
three thousand five hundred dollars per annum, and that of the second assistant 
postmaster at two thousand dollars per annum. 

Secretary and stenographer to postmaster, five classes, salary, graded in 
even hundreds of dollars, from one thousand two hundred dollars to not ex- 
ceeding one thousand six hundred dollars per annum. 

Cashier, five classes, salary, graded in even hundreds of dollars, at one 
thousand eight hundred dollars, two thousand dollars, two thousand two hun- 
dred dollars, two thousand four hundred dollars, and not exceeding two 
thousand six hundred dollars per annum. 

Assistant cashier, three classes, graded in even hundreds of dollars, at one 
thousand two hundred dollars, one thousand three hundred dollars, and not ex- 
ceeding one thousand four hundred dollars per annum. 

Finance clerks, including bookkeepers, six classes, salary, graded in even 
hundreds of dollars, from one thousand two hundred dollars to not exceeding 
one thousand seven hundred dollars per annum. 

Stamp clerks, ten classes, salary, graded in even hundreds of dollars, from 
eight hundred dollars to not exceeding one thousand seven hundred dollars per 
annum. 

******* 

Superintendents of mails, salary not exceeding forty-five per centum of the 
salary of the postmaster, as provided by the act of March third, eighteen hundred 
and eighty-three, graded in even hundreds of dollars, from one thousand three 
hundred dollars to not exceeding two thousand seven hundred dollars per an- 
num, except at New York, New York, where the salary of the superintendent of 
mails shall be fixed at three thousand two hundred dollars per annum. 

Assistant superintendents of mails, three classes, salary, graded in even hun- 
dreds of dollars, at one thousand two hundred dollars, one thousand three hun- 
dred dollars, and not exceeding one thousand four hundred dollars per annum. 

Superintendents of delivery, salary not exceeding forty-five per centum 
of the salary of the postmaster, as provided by the act of March third, eighteen 
hundred and eighty- three, graded in even hundreds of dollars, from one 
thousand three hundred dollars to not exceeding two thousand seven hundred 
dollars per annum, except at New York, New York, where the salary of the 
superintendent of delivery shall be fixed at three thousand two hundred dollars 
per annum. 

Assistant superintendents of delivery, three classes, salary, graded in even 
hundreds of dollars, at one thousand two hundred dollars, one thousand three 
hundred dollars, and not exceeding one thousand four hundred dollars per 
annum. 

Superintendents of registry, salary not exceeding thirty-five per centum 
of the salary of the postmaster, as provided by the act of March third, eighteen 
hundred and eighty-three, graded in even hundreds of dollars, from one thou- 
sand dollars to not exceeding two thousand one hundred dollars per annum, 
except at New York, New York. Chicago, Illinois, and Washington, District 
of Columbia, where the salary 01 the superintendent of registry shall be fixed 
at not exceeding forty per centum of the salary of the postmaster, as provided 
by the act of March third, eighteen hundred and eighty-three. 

Assistant superintendents of registry, salary not exceeding twenty-five per 
centum of the salary of the postmaster, as provided by the act of March third, 
eighteen hundred and eighty-three, graded in even hundreds of dollars, from 
one thousand dollars to not exceeding one thousand four hundred dollars per 
annum, except at New York, New York, where the salary of the first and 
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1 Chief stamp clerks, nine classes, salary, graded in even 

2 hundreds of dollars, from one thousand two hundred dollars 

3 to not exceeding two thousand two hundred dollars per 

4 annum. 

5 Superintendents of mails, salary not exceeding forty- 

6 five per centum of the salary of the postmaster, graded in 

7 even hundreds of dollars, from one thousand three hundred 

8 dollars to not exceeding two thousand seven hundred dollars 

9 per annum, except at New York, New York, and Chicago, 

10 Illinois, where the salary of the superintendent of mails 

11 shall be fixed at three thousand two hundred dollars per 

12 annum. 

13 Assistant superintendents of mails, ten classes, salary, 

14 graded in even hundreds of dollars, from one thousand two 

15 hundred dollars to not exceeding two thousand four hundred 

16 dollars per annum. 

17 Superintendents of delivery, salary not exceeding forty- 

18 five per centum of the salary of the postmaster, graded in 

19 even hundreds of dollars, from one thousand three hundred 

20 dollars to not exceeding two thousand seven hundred dollars 

21 per annum, except at New York, New York, and Chicago, 

22 Illinois, where the salary of the superintendent of delivery 

23 shall be fixed at three thousand two hundred dollars per 

24 annum. 
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second assistant superintendent of registry shall be fixed at two thousand four 
hundred dollars and one thousand eight hundred dollars per annum, respec- 
tively. 

Superintendents, money-order division, salary not exceeding forty per 
centum of the salary of the postmaster, as provided by the act of March third, 
eighteen hundred and eighty-three, graded in even hundreds of dollars, from 
one thousand dollars to not exceeding two thousand four hundred dollars per 
annum, except at New York, New York, where the salary of the superintendent 
of the money-order division shall be fixed at three thousand two hundred 
dollars per annum. 

Assistant superintendent, money-order division, ten (eleven) classes, salary, 
graded in even hundreds of dollars, from eight hundred dollars to not exceeding 
one thousand eight hundred dollars per annum, except at New York, New York, 
where the salary of the first and second assistant superintendents of money- 
order division and the chief bookkeeper shall be fixed at two thousand four 
hundred dollars, one thousand eight hundred dollars, and one thousand eight 
hundred dollars, respectively. 

Superintendents of stations, ten (eleven) classes, salary, graded in even 
hundreds of dollars, from one thousand dollars to not exceeding two thousand 
dollars per annum, except at New York, New York, where the salaries of the 
superintendents of Stations " A " and " D " shall be fixed at two thousand five 
hundred dollars each per annum, and superintendents of Stations " E " and 
" F " shall be fixed at two thousand two hundred dollars each per annum. 

Clerks in charge of stations, nine classes, salary, graded in even hundreds 
of dollars, from one hundred dollars to not exceeding nine hundred dollars per 
annum. 

Foremen of crews or working sections, six classes, salary, graded in even 
hundreds of dollars, from nine hundred dollars to not exceeding one thousand 
four hundred dollars per annum. 

Mailing clerks, letter distributers, dispatchers, registry, money-order, 
directory, and nixie clerks, nine classes, salary, graded in even hundreds or 
dollars from six hundred dollars to not exceeding one thousand four hundred 
dollars per annum. 

Separators and assorters, paper distributers, record clerks, general-delivery 
clerks, inquiry clerks, clerks for special-delivery mail, raters of third and 
fourth class mail matter, weighers 01 second-class mail matter, stock or supply 
clerks, and timekeepers, seven classes, salary, graded in even hundreds of 
dollars, from six hundred dollars to not exceeding one thousand two hundred 
dollars per annum. 

Stampers and mail messengers, five classes, salary, graded in even hundreds 
of dollars, from four hundred dollars to not exceeding eight hundred dollars 
per annum. 

Printers, four classes, salary, graded in even hundreds of dollars, from 
nine hundred dollars to not exceeding one thousand two hundred dollars per 
annum. 

Pressmen, messengers, watchmen, laborers, janitors, porters, firemen, car- 
penters, waste-paper examiners, and general utility clerks, four classes, salary, 
graded in even hundreds of dollars, from four hundred dollars to not exceeding 
seven hundred dolalrs per annum. 

Auditor and draftsman at New York, New York, three thousand dollars 
and one thousand two hundred dollars per annum, respectively. 

1889, Mar. 2, ch. 374, 1 Supp., 680. 

The act of March 3, 1901 (ch. 851, 31 Stat. L., 1102), provided an appro- 
priation of three thousand dollars for an auditor at Chicago, 111. 

The Postmaster-General is hereby authorized to classify and fix the salaries 
of the clerks attached to second-class post-offices * * * as hereinafter pro- 
vided. 

Chief clerk, nine classes, salary, graded in even hundreds of dollars, from 
seven hundred dollars to not exceeding one thousand five hundred dollars per 
annum. 

Mailing clerks, letter distributers, dispatchers, registry clerks, stamp clerks, 
and money-order clerks, five classes, salary, graded in even hundreds of dollars, 
from six hundred dollars to not exceeding one thousand dollars per annum. 
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1 Assistant superintendents of delivery, nine classes, sal- 

2 ary, graded in even hundreds of dollars, from one thousand 

3 two hundred dollars to not exceeding two thousand four 

4 hundred dollars per annum. 

5 Superintendents of registry, salary not exceeding thirty- 

6 five per centum of the salary of the postmaster, graded in 

7 even hundreds of dollars, from one thousand dollars to not 

8 exceeding two thousand two hundred dollars, except at Bos- 

9 ton, Massachusetts, where the salary of the superintendent 

10 may be fixed at two thousand four hundred dollars, and at 

11 New York, New York, Chicago, Illinois, Philadelphia, Penn- 

12 sylvania, and Washington, District of Columbia, where the 

13 salary of the superintendents of registry shall be fixed at not 

14 exceeding three thousand two hundred dollars per annum. 

15 Assistant superintendents of registry, salary not exceed- 

16 ing twenty-five per centum of the salary of the postmaster, 

17 graded in even hundreds of dollars, from one thousand two 

18 hundred dollars to not exceeding two thousand dollars per 

19 annum, except at New York, New York, where the salary 

20 of the first and second assistant superintendents of registry 

21 shall be fixed at two thousand four hundred dollars and one 

22 thousand eight hundred dollars per annum, respectively. 

23 Superintendents, money-order division, salary not ex- 

24 ceeding forty per centum of the salary of the postmaster, 

25 graded in even hundreds of dollars, from one thousand three 
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Separators and assorters, paper distributers, general-delivery clerks, and 

f;eneral utility clerks, four classes, salary, graded in even hundreds of dollars, 
rom six hundred dollars to not exceeding nine hundred dollars per annum. 

Stampers, messengers, porters, janitors, and watchmen, four classes, salary, 
graded in even hundreds of dollars, from three hundred dollars to not exceeding 
six hundred dollars. 

1889, Mar. 2, ch. 374, 1 Supp., 682. 
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1 hundred dollars to not exceeding three thousand two hundred 

2 dollars per annum. 

3 Assistant superintendent, money-order division, nine 

4 classes, salary, graded in even hundreds of dollars, from on$ 

4 

5 thousand two hundred dollars to not exceeding two thousand 

6 dollars per annum, except at New York, New York, where 

7 the salary of the first and second assistant superintendents of 

8 money order and the chief bookkeeper shall be fixed at two 

9 thousand four hundred dollars, one thousand eight hundred 

10 dollars, and one thousand eight hundred dollars, respectively. 

11 Superintendents of stations, salary, graded in even hun- 

12 dreds of dollars, from one thousand one hundred dollars to 

13 not exceeding two thousand dollars per annum, except at 

14 New York, New York, where the salaries of the superintend- 

15 ents of Stations A and D shall be fixed at two thousand five 

16 hundred dollars each per annum, and superintendents of 

17 Stations E and F shall be fixed at two thousand two hundred 

18 dollars each per annum. 

19 Assistant superintendents of stations, nine classes, sal- 

20 ary, graded in even hundreds of dollars, from one thousand 

21 to not exceeding one thousand eight hundred dollars per 

22 annum. 

23 Superintendents of carriers, eleven classes, salary, 

24 graded in even hundreds of dollars, from one thousand to not 

25 exceeding two thousand one hundred dollars per annum. 
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1 Superintendents of inquiry, two classes, salary, graded 

2 in even hundreds of dollars, at two thousand dollars and two? , 

3 thousand one hundred dollars per annum. 

4 Superintendents of second-class matter, ten classes, sal- 

5 ary, graded in even hundreds of dollars, from one thousand 

6 to not exceeding two thousand dollars per annum. 

7 Chief mailing clerk, seven classes, salary, graded in 

8 even hundreds of dollars, from one thousand three hundred 

9 dollars to not exceeding two thousand two hundred dollars 

10 per annum. 

11 Examiners of stations, six classes, salary, graded in even 

12 hundreds of dollars, from one thousand four hundred dollars 

13 to not exceeding two thousand dollars per annum. 

14 Clerks in charge of stations, ten classes, salary, graded 

15 in even hundreds of dollars, from one hundred dollars to not 

16 exceeding one thousand dollars per annum. 

17 Foreman of crews or working sections, five classes, sal- 

18 ary, graded in even hundreds of dollars, from one thousand 

19 two hundred dollars to not exceeding one thousand six hun- 

20 dred dollars per annum. 

21 Night superintendents, salary, two thousand one hun- 

22 dred dollars per annum. 

23 Machinist, at one thousand two hundred dollars per 

24 annum. 
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1 Messengers, watchmen, laborers, janitors, porters, four 

2 classes, salary, graded in even hundreds of dollars, from four 

3 hundred dollars to not exceeding seven hundred dollars per 

4 annum. 

5 Auditor and draftsman at New York, New York, 

6 and Chicago, Illinois, three thousand dollars and one 

7 thousand two hundred dollars per annum, respectively. 

8 All other clerks and all carriers in the city-delivery 

9 service shall be divided into six grades, as follows: First 

10 grade, six hundred dollars; second grade, eight hundred 

11 dollars; third grade, nine hundred dollars; fourth grade, one 

12 thousand dollars; fifth grade, one thousand one hundred 

13 dollars; sixth grade, one thousand two hundred dollars, 

14 respectively. Clerks and carriers shall be promoted suc- 

15 cessively to the fourth grade. 

16 Sec. 292. The assignment of the several grades of 

17 compensation of the various offices shall be made., as far as 

18 practicable, in proportion to the amount of business trans- 

19 acted at such offices and in respect of the conditions thereof. 

20 Seo. 293. Promotions of both clerks and carriers at 

21 first and second class offices shall be made at the beginning 

22 of the quarter following the expiration of a year's service 

23 in the next lower grade. No promotion shall be made except 

24 upon evidence satisfactory to the Post-Office Department of 

25 the efficiency and faithfulness of the employee during the 
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Sec. 292. 

And the appointment and assignment of clerks hereunder shall be so made 
during the fiscal year as not to involve a greater aggregate expenditure than 
this sum, and the assignment of the several grades of compensation to the 
various offices shall be made, so far as practicable, in proportion to the amount 
of business transacted through such offices and the respective divisions thereof. 

Mar. 2, 1907. 34 Stat. L. 



Secs. 293-296. 

After June 30, 1907, all promotions of both clerks and carriers shall be 
made at the beginning of the quarter following the expiration of a year's serv- 
ice in the next Tower grade. No promotion shall be made except upon evidence 
satisfactory to the Post-Office Department of the efficiency and faithfulness of 
the employee during the preceding year. The Post-Office Department may re- 
duce a clerk or carrier from a higher to a lower grade whenever his efficiency 
falls below a fair standard or whenever necessary for purposes of discipline. 
When a clerk or carrier has been reduced in salary, he may be restored to his 
former grade or advanced to any intermediate grade at the beginning of any 
quarter following the reduction, on evidence that his record has been satisfac- 
tory during the intervening period. When a clerk or carrier fails of promotion 
because of unsatisfactory service, he may be promoted at the beginning of the 
second quarter thereafter, or of any subsequent quarter, on evidence that his 
record has been satisfactory during the intervening period. Clerks and carriers 
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1 preceding year. The Post-Office Department may reduce 

2 a clerk or carrier from a higher to a lower grade whenever 

3 his efficiency falls below a fair standard or whenever neces- 

4 sary for purposes of discipline. When a clerk or carrier has 

5 been reduced in salary, he may be restored to his former 

6 grade or advanced to any intermediate grade at the beginning 

7 of any quarter following the reduction, on evidence that his 

8 record has been satisfactory during the intervening period. 

9 When a clerk or carrier fails of promotion because of unsatis- 

10 factory service he may be promoted at the beginning of the 

11 second quarter thereafter, or of any subsequent quarter, on 

12 evidence that his record has been satisfactory during the 

13 intervening period. Clerks and carriers of the highest grade 

14 in their respective offices shall be eligible for promotion to 

15 the higher positions in said post-offices. 

16 Sec. 294. Any clerk at a first or second class office 

17 shall be eligible for transfer to the service of a carrier, and 

18 any carrier shall be eligible for transfer to the service of a 

19 clerk, such transfer to be made to any grade not higher than 

20 the corresponding grade of salary, and the time which such 

21 clerk or carrier shall have served in the grade from which 

22 such transfer was made shall be counted in connection with 

23 the service to which such transfer may be made in com- 

24 puting the time of service necessary to entitle such em- 

25 ployees to promotion: Provided, That no clerk or carrier 
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of the highest grade in their respective offices shall be eligible for promotion to 
the higher positions in said post-offices. 

After June 30, 1907, any clerk shall be eligible for transfer to the service 
of a carrier, and any carrier shall be eligible for transfer to the service of a 
clerk, such transfer to be made to any grade not higher than the corresponding 
grade of salary, and the time which such clerk or carrier shall have served in 
the grade from which such transfer was made shall be counted in connection 
with the service to which such transfer may be made in computing the time of 
service necessary to entitle such employees to promotion: Provided, That 
no clerk or carrier shall be promoted more than one grade within any one year's 
period of service : Provided, however, That the carriers who, on June 30, 1907, 
are regularly employed at a salary of eight hundred dollars per annum shall be 

eromoted to the fourth grade upon evidence satisfactory to the Post-Office 
department of the efficiency and faithfulness of the employee during at least 
one year's service. 

After June 30, 1907, auxiliary employees may be employed, to be paid for 
actual services at the rate of thirty cents an hour: Provided, That such 
employees shall be required to work not less than two hours daily and may 
serve as substitutes: And provided further, That such employees shall be 
eligible for appointment as clerks and carriers of the first grade. 

After June 30, 1907, substitutes may be employed, to be paid at the rate of 
thirty cents an hour when serving for absent clerks and carriers: Provided, 
That such substitutes shall be eligible for appointment as auxiliary employees 
and as clerks and carriers of the first grade. 

1907, Mar. 2, 34 Stats. 



Digitized by 



Google 



294 

1 shall be promoted more than one grade within any one 

2 year's period of service. 

3 Sec. 295. Auxiliary employees may be employed at 

4 first and second class offices, to be paid for actual services 

5 at the rate of thirty cents an hour. Such employees shall 

6 be required to work not less than two hours daily, and may 

7 serve as substitutes and shall be eligible for appointment 

8 as clerks and carriers of the first grade. 

9 Sec. 296. Substitutes may be employed at first and 

10 second class offices, to be paid at the rate of thirty cents an 

11 hour when serving for absent clerks and carriers. Such 

12 substitutes shall be eligible for appointment as auxiliary em- 

13 ployees and as clerks and carriers of the first grade. 

14 Seo. 297. The allowances for clerk hire made to post- 
15 masters at post-offices of the first and second classes, out 

16 of the annual appropriation for clerks in post-offices, shall 

17 cover the cost of clerical services of all kind in such offices, 

18 including the cost of clerical labor in the money-order 

19 business. 

20 Seo. 298. No allowance for clerical services in excess 

21 of two hundred dollars shall be made where the salary of the 

22 postmaster is one thousand dollars, one thousand one hun- 

23 dred dollars, or one thousand two hundred dollars ; not in ex- 

24 cess of three hundred dollars where the salary of the post- 
25 master is one thousand three hundred dollars, one thousand 
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Sec. 297. 

The allowances for clerk hire made to postmasters of the first and second 
class post-offices by the First Assistant Postmaster-General, out of the annual 
appropriation for clerks in post-offices, shall cover the cost of clerical serv- 
ices of all kinds in such post-offices, including the cost of clerical labor in the 
money-order business. 

1894, Jan. 27, ch. 21, sec 3, 2 Supp., 167. 



Sec. 298. 

No allowance in excess of two hundred dollars shall be made where the 
salary of the postmaster is one thousand dollars, one thousand one hundred 
dollars, and one thousand two hundred dollars; nor in excess of three hundred 
dollars where the salary of the postmaster is one thousand three hundred dol- 
lars, one thousand four hundred dollars, and one thousand five hundred dol- 
lars ; nor in excess of four hundred dollars where the salary of the postmaster 
is one thousand six hundred dollars, one thousand seven hundred dollars, one 
thousand eight hundred dollars, and one thousand nine hundred dollars. 

1904, Apr. 28, ch. 1759, 33 Stat. L., 433. 

Note. — The act of March 2, 1907 (Public No. 172), making appropriations 
for the service of the Post-Office Department, provides for allowance not in 
excess of five hundred dollars, from July 1, 1907, where the salary of the post- 
master is one thousand eight hundred dollars or one thousand nine hundred 
dollars. 
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1 four hundred dollars, or one thousand five hundred dollars; 

2 nor in excess of four hundred dollars where the salary of the 

3 postmaster is one thousand six hundred dollars, or one thou- 

4 sand seven hundred dollars; nor in excess of five hundred 

5 dollars where the salary of the postmaster is one thousand 

6 eight hundred dollars, or one thousand nine hundred dollars. 

7 Sec. 299. The Director of Posts shall cause to be al- 

8 lowed to postmasters at offices of the first, second, and third 

9 classes such sum, within the limits of the aggregate sum 

10 annually appropriated therefor, as he may deem necessary 

11 for: (a) Eent, light, and fuel; (b) Eental or purchase of 

12 canceling machines, including cost of power in rented build- 

13 ings, motors and repairs to motors, and miscellaneous ex- 

14 penses of installation and operation; (c) Advertising, fund- 

15 ture, and miscellaneous items necessary and incidental to 

16 such offices. 

17 Sec. 300. No annual allowance for rent in excess of 

18 five hundred dollars or for fuel and light in excess of one 

19 hundred dollars shall be made for the use of any third-class 

20 post-office. , 



21 Sec. 301. All allowances for clerical services provided 

22 for in this chapter and all allowances for rent, light, and fuel 
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For allowance to this class post-offices to cover the cost of clerical services, 
seven hundred and fifty thousand dollars: Provided, That no allowance in 
excess of two hundred dollars shall be made where the salary of the postmaster 
is one thousand dollars, one thousand one hundred dollars, or one thousand 
two hundred dollars; nor in excess of three hundred dollars where the salary 
of the postmaster is one thousand three hundred dollars, one thousand four 
hundred dollars, or one thousand five hundred dollars ; nor in excess of four 
hundred dollars where the salary of the postmaster is one thousand six hundred 
dollars, one thousand seven hundred dollars, one thousand eight hundred dol- 
lars, or one thousand nine hundred dollars. 

34 Stat. L., 471, ch. 3546. June 26, 1906. 



Sec. 300. 

For rent, light, and fuel for first, 9econd, and third class post-offices, two 
million eight hundred thousand dollars: Provided, That there shall not be 
allowed for use of any third-class post-office for rent a sum in excess of four 
hundred dollars, nor more than eighty dollars for fuel and light in any one 
year: And provided further, That the Postmaster-General may, in the dis- 
bursement of this appropriation, apply a part thereof to the purpose of leasing 
premises for the use of the post-office of the first, second, and third classes at a 
reasonable annual rental, to be paid quarterly, for a term not exceeding ten 
years. 

33 Stat. L., 1086, ch. 1480. March 3, 1905. 

Note. — The act of March 2, 1907 (Public, No. 172), making appropriations 
for the service of the Post-Office Department (effective July 1, 1907), provides 
that there shall not be allowed, for use in any third-class post-office, for rent a 
sum in excess of four hundred and eighty dollars, nor more than eighty dollars 
for fuel and light in any one year. 

Provided, That there shaft not be allowed for the use of any third-class 

Eost-office for rent a sum in excess of five hundred dollars, nor m6re than one 
undred dollars for fuel and light in any one year. 
35 Stat. L., May 27, 1908. 
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1 and miscellaneous expenses provided for in section two hun- 

2 dred and ninety-nine may, in the discretion of the Post- 

3 master-General, be made in the form of an aggregate allow- 

4 ance to all the post-offices within any postal district, to be 

5 suballotted by the district superintendent of post-offices as 

6 provided in chapter three, Title, Post-Office Department. 

7 But all such allowances shall be recorded in the bureau 

8 of the assistant director of post-offices and shall be regularly 

9 incorporated in a journal in quadruplicate, one copy whereof 

10 shall be sent to the Director of Posts for his signature, one 

11 copy retained in the bureau of post-offices, one copy sent to 

12 the Auditor for the Post-Office Department, and one copy to 

13 the Bureau of Accounts. 

14 Sec. 302. The Postmaster-General may enter into con- 

15 tracts for the leasing of premises for use of post-offices of the 

16 first, second, and third classes at a reasonable rental, to be 

17 paid quarterly, for a term not exceeding ten years. 

18 Sec. 303. Whenever any building or part of a building 

19 under lease becomes unfit for use as a post-office, no rent shall 

20 be paid until the same shall be put in a satisfactory condition 

21 by the owner thereof for occupation as a post-office or the 

22 lease may be canceled at the option of the Postmaster- 

23 General, and a lease shall cease and terminate whenever a 

24 post-office can be moved into a Government building. 
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Sec. 302. And provided further, That the Postmaster-General may, in the 
disbursement of this appropriation, apply a part thereof to the purpose of 
leasing premises for the use of post-offices of the first, second, and third classes, 
at a reasonable annual rental, to be paid quarterly, for a term not exceeding 
ten years. 

35 Stat. L., May 27, 1908. 



Sec. 303. 

Whenever any building or part of a building under lease becomes unfit for 
use as a post-office, no rent shall be paid until the same shall be put in a 
satisfactory condition by the owner thereof for occupation as a post-office, or 
the lease may be canceled, at the option of the Postmaster-General, and a 
lease shall cease and terminate whenever a post-office can be moved into a 
government building. 

1885, March 3, ch. 342, 1 Supp., 483. 
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1 Seo. 304. The Director of Posts, in his discretion, and 

2 under such regulations as may be prescribed, may authorize 

3 postmasters of the first, second, and third classes to expend 

4 the funds allowed them for miscellaneous expenses necessary 

5 and incidental to their respective offices without written 

6 authority of the Post-Office Department in each individual 

7 case. 



Digitized by 



Google 



301 

Sec. 304. 

The Postmaster-General, in his discretion, under such regulations as he 
shall prescribe, may authorize any of the postmasters of said (first and second 
class) offices to expend the funds he may allow them for such purposes 
(miscellaneous and incidental items, including furniture and cleaning) with- 
out the written consent of the Postmaster-General. 

1901, March 3, ch. 851, 31 Stat. L., 1103. 

Par. 1. (1) That there shall not be allowed for the use of any third-class 
post-office for rent a sum in excess of four hundred dollars, not more than 
sixty dollars for fuel and lights in any one year. 

For necessary miscellaneous and incidental items directly connected with 
the first and second class post-offices, including furniture, one hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars : 

Provided, That the Postmaster-General, in his discretion, under such 
regulations as he shall prescribe, may authorize any of the postmasters of 
said offices to expend the fund he may allow them for such purposes without 
the written consent of the Postmaster-General. * * * 

Par. 2. (2) For inland transportation of mail by electric and cable cars 
on routes not exceeding twenty miles in length, two nundred and fifty thou- 
sand dollars. 

Provided, That the rate of compensation to be paid per mile shall not ex- 
ceed the amount now received by companies performing such service. * * * 

Par. 3. (3) All railway companies carrying mail may furnish free trans- 
portation on the line of their respective roads to railway mail clerks. * * * 

Par. 4. (4) That hereafter the Postmaster-General shall be authorized 
to expend such sums as may be necessary, not exceeding fifty-five thousand dol- 
lars, to cover one-half of the cost of transportation, compensation, and expense 
of clerks to be employed in assorting and pouching mails in transit on steam- 
ships between the United States and other postal administrations in the Inter- 
national Postal Union, and not exceeding forty thousand dollars for transfer- 
ring the foreign mail from incoming steamships in New York Bay to the several 
steamship and railway piers and between the steamship piers in New York City 
and Jersey City and the post-office and railroad stations. * * * 

Par. 5. Section four hundred and thirteen of the (5) Revised Statutes is 
hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

" Sec. 413. The Postmaster-General shall make the following annual re- 
ports to Congress: 

" First. A report of the finances of the department for the preceding year, 
showing the amount of balance due the department at the beginning of the 
year, the amount of postage which accrued within the year, the amount of en- 
gagements and liabilities, and the amount actually paid during the year for 
carrying the mail, showing how much of the amount was for carrying the mail 
in preceding years. 

" Second. A report of the amount expended in the department for the pre- 
ceding fiscal year, including detailed statements of expenditures made from 
the contingent fund. 

"And the Postmaster-General shall cause all of such reports to be printed 
at the Public Printing Office, either together or separately, and in such num- 
bers as may be required by tne exigencies of the service or by law." 

Section four thousand and twenty of the (6) Revised Statutes is hereby 
amended so as to read as follows: 

" Sec. 4020. The Postmaster-General may appoint two agents to super- 
intend the railway postal service, each of whom snail be paid out of the ap- 
propriation for tne transportation of the mail a salary at the rate of two 
thousand five hundred dollars a year, with an allowance for traveling and 
incidental expenses while actively employed in the service of not more than 
five dollars a day; and the Auditor for the Post-Office Department shall charge 
to the appropriation for mail transportation the salary and per diem of the 
assistant superintendents of the postal railway service, and to the appropria- 
tion for the free-delivery system the salary and per diem of the special agent 
detailed for that service. 

Section four thousand and forty-eight of the (7) Revised Statutes is here- 
by repealed. 



Digitized by 



Google 



302 



1 Sec. 305. Postmasters at offices of the first and second 

2 classes shall submit rosters of the clerks attached to their 

3 respective offices to the Postmaster-General, to take effect 

4 from the first day of the fiscal year, and no roster shall be 

5 considered in effect until approved by the Postmaster- 

6 General. 

7 Sbo. 306. The Postmaster-General is authorized to 

8 employ substitutes in the place of clerks subpoenaed as wit- 

9 nesses in the United States courts in cases arising under the 

10 United States laws, and to expend for the employment of 

11 such substitutes a sum not exceeding the compensation 

12 allowed the clerks during the time actually absent from duty 

13 attending court and the limitations provided in section two 

14 hundred and ninety-eight. 

15 Sec. 307. Annual leave with pay for fifteen daj% not 

16 counting Sundays and holidays, may be granted to all clerks, 

17 letter carriers, and employees attached to the first and second 

18 class post-offices: Provided, That no clerk or employee be 

19 granted leave until he has performed services for one year. 



Digitized by 



Google 



303 

The Postmaster-General shall, for the fiscal year eighteen hundred and 
ninety-nine, and annually thereafter, submit in the annual estimates to Con- 
gress estimates in detail as far as practicable for expenses of the free-delivery 
service. 

Section four of the act approved July sixteenth, eighteen hundred and 
ninety-four (8), making appropriations for the service of the Post-Office De- 
partment for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and ninety- 
five, is hereby amended by inserting the word " seven " in place of the word 
" ten " wherever it occurs in the section. * * * 

1897, Mar. 3, ch. 385, 2 Supp., 579. 

See 1894, July 16, ch. 137, sec. 4. 

Sec. 305. 

No clerk or employee (in any post-office of the first or second class) shall 
be promoted or advanced in grade or salary without the approval of the Post- 
master-General. * * * and postmasters at offices of the first and second 
classes shall suomit rosters of the clerks attached to their respective offices to 
the Postmaster-General to take effect from the first day of the fiscal year, 
* * * and no roster shall be considered in effect until approved by the 
Postmaster-General. 

1889, Mar. 2, ch. 374, 1 Supp., 682. 



Sec. 306. 

The Postmaster-General be, and is hereby, authorized to employ substitutes 
in the place of clerks subpoenaed as witnesses in the United States courts in 
cases arising under the United States laws, and to expend for the employment 
of such substitutes a sum equal to the compensation allowed the clerks during 
the time actually absent from duty attending court. 

1898, June 13, ch. 446, sec 1, (1) 30 Stat. L., 440. 

See R. S., sec. 850. 



Sec. 307. 

* * * Clerks and employees attached to first and second class post- 
offices * * * (shall) be allowed leaves of absence with full pay for not 
exceeding fifteen days in any one fiscal year: Provided. That no clerk or em- 
ployee be granted a leave * * * until he has periormed service for one 
year. 

1890, Oct. 1, ch. 1260, 1 Supp., 878. 

All letter carriers at free-delivery offices shall be entitled to leave of 
absence, not to exceed fifteen days in each year, without loss of pay. * * * 

1884, June 27, ch. 126, 1 Supp., 446. 
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1 Sec. 308- When any clerk in any post-office of the 

2 first or second class or in the Railway Mail Service or any 

3 city letter carrier is absent from duty from any cause, other 

4 than the fifteen days' annual leave with pay allowed by law, 

5 the Postmaster-General, under such regulations as he may 

6 pi^scribe, may authorize the employment of a substitute for 

7 such work and payment therefor from the lapsed salary of 

8 such absent clerk or letter carrier at a rate not to exceed the 

9 pay of the grade of work performed by such substitute and 

10 the limitation provided in section two hundred and ninety- 

11 six. 

12 Sec. 309. Postmasters are authorized, with the ap- 

13 proval of the Director of Posts, to assign at any time any 

14 clerk or employee of their respective post-offices to duty in 

15 any branch thereof. 

16 Sec. 310. All clerks in post-offices of the first, second, 

17 and third classes whose designation is assistant postmaster, 

18 cashier, or other similar designation, and when deemed 

19 necessary by the Postmaster-General for the better protec- 

20 tion of the interests of the Government, any other clerks or 

21 employees in such offices whose compensation is paid from 

22 appropriations for the postal service, shall, before entering 

23 upon the discharge of their duties, give bond to the United 

24 States in such form and amount and with such sureties as the 

25 Postmaster-General shall prescribe, conditioned for the faith- 
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Sec. 308. 

When any clerk in post-offices of the first or second class, or in the Rail- 
way Mail Service, or any letter carrier in the city free-delivery service is absent 
from duty from any cause, other than the fifteen days' annual leave with pay 
allowed by law, the Postmaster-General, under such regulations as he may 
prescribe, may authorize the employment of a substitute for such work, and 
payment therefor from the lapsed salary of such absent clerk or letter carrier 
at a rate not to exceed the pay of the grade of work performed by such sub- 
stitute. 

1905, Mar. 3, ch. 1480, 33 Stat. L., 1085. 



Sec. 309. 

Postmasters (at offices of the first and second class) are authorized, with 
the approval of the Postmaster-General, to assign at any time any clerk or 
employee of their respective post-offices to duty in any branch thereof. 

1885, Mar. 3, ch. 342, 1 Supp., 483. 



Sec. 310. 

Assistant postmasters and cashiers at first, second, and third class post- 
offices, and when deemed necessary by the Postmaster-General for the better 
protection of the interests of the Government any other employees in such 
offices, shall, before entering upon the duties of their office give bond to the 
United States with good and approved security, and in such penalty as the 
Postmaster-General shall prescribe, conditioned for the faithful discharge of 
all duties and trusts imposed upon them either by law or the rules and regu- 
lations of the Post-Office Department. 

1898, June 13, ch. 446, sec. 3, 2 Supp., 779. 
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1 fed discharge of all duties and trusts imposed upon them 

2 either by law or the rules and regulations of the Post-Office 

3 Department. The liability of postmasters and the sureties 

4 upon their official bonds to the United States for the acts and 

5 defaults of their subordinates shall not in anywise be affected 

6 by the taking of bonds to the United States from clerks or 

7 other employees in post-offices. No postmaster shall re- 

8 quire or exact any bond or security to himself from any 

9 clerk or employee in his post-office required to give bond to 

10 the United States under any provision of law. 

11 Sec. 311. Whenever any postmaster, or any of his 

12 sureties, shall be required to pay any sum of money due to 

13 the United States upon the settlements of the accounts of 

14 such postmaster, either upon demand or after judgment, and 

15 such payment or any part thereof is caused by the act or 

16 default of any clerk, letter carrier, special-delivery messenger, 

17 or other employee of the post-office required by law to give 

18 bond, such postmaster, surety, or sureties, may bring suit in 

19 the name of the United States, by or through the United 

20 States district attorney, in the United States court, the same 

21 as the United States itself might do, upon the bond or bonds 

22 of such clerk, letter carrier, special-delivery messenger, or 

23 other employee; and such postmaster, surety, or sureties 

24 shall be entitled to recover such amount as it may be found 

25 he or they were required to pay by reason of the act or 
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1 default of such clerk, letter carrier, special-delivery mes- 

2 senger, or other employee, in the same manner and with the 

3 same effect as if such suit had been instituted by the United 

4 States; but such right of action as is being given shall not 

5 accrue to the postmaster or his surety or sureties until they, 

6 or any of them, shall first have satisfied all demands of what- 

7 soever nature arising out of the settlement of the postal or 

8 money-order accounts of his office as shown by the certificate 

9 of settlement of the Auditor for the Post-Oflice Department, 

10 No action shall be brought by any such postmaster, surety, 

11 or sureties against the bond of any such clerk, letter carrier, 

12 special-delivery messenger, or other employee after the 

13 period of five years shall have elapsed from the first day 

14 subsequent to the close of the quarter in which such act or 

15 default occurred: Provided, That nothing contained herein 

16 shall be construed to modifv or defeat the right of action of 

17 the United States against the bond of the postmaster and 

18 his sureties. 

19 Sec, 312. The provisions of section thirty-four hundred 

20 and seventy-seven of the Revised Statutes shall not apply 

21 to payments for rent of post-office quarters made by post- 
22 masters to duly authorized agents of the lessors. 

23 Sec. 313. Subject to such regulations as may be pre- 

24 scribed, the Director of Posts may designate such enlisted 

25 men of the United States Navy, as may be selected by the 
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Sec. 312. 

Hereafter the provisions of section thirty-four hundred and seventy-seven 
of the Revised Statutes shall not apply to payments for rent of post-office 
quarters made by postmasters to duly authorized agents of the lessors. 

1908, May 27, 35 Stat. L. 



Secs. 313-316. 

That enlisted men of the United States Navy may, upon selection by the 
Secretary of the Navy, be designated by the Post-Office Department as " navy 
mail clerks " and " assistant navy mail clerks," who shall be authorized to re- 
ceive and open all pouches and sacks of mail addressed to naval vessels, to make 
proper delivery ot such mail, to receive matter for transmission in the mails, 
to receipt for registered matter (keeping an accurate record thereof), to keep 
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1 Secretary of the Navy, as navy mail clerks and assistant 

2 navy mail clerks, and authorize them in accordance with such 

3 rules as may be prescribed by the commanding officer of the 

4 vessel on which such enlisted men are serving, or of the 

5 squadron to which such vessel is attached, to receive and 

6 open all pouches and sacks of mail addressed to naval vessels, 

7 to make proper delivery of such mail, to receive matter for 

8 transmission in the mails, to receipt for registered matter 

9 (keeping an accurate record thereof) , to keep and have for 

10 sale an adequate supply of postage stamps, to make up and 

11 dispatch mails, and to perform such other postal duties as in 

12 his judgment may seem expedient. 

13 Sbo. 314. Each navy mail clerk and assistant navy 

14 mail clerk shall take the oath of office prescribed for em- 

15 ployees of the postal service and shall give bond to the United 

16 States in the sum of one thousand dollars for the faithful per- 

17 formance of his duties as such clerk. 

18 Sec. 315. All navy mail clerks and assistant navy mail 

19 clerks shall be amenable in all respects to navy discipline, and 

20 shall be required by their commanding officers to be gov- 

21 erned in respect of their duties as such clerks by the postal 

22 laws and regulations of the United States. Any assistant 

23 navy mail clerk can be required by the commanding officer 

24 of the vessel upon which he is serving, or the squadron to 
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and have for sale an adequate supply of postage stamps, to make up and dis- 
patch mails, and other postal duties as may be authorized by the Postmaster- 
General, all in accordance with such rules and regulations as may be prescribed 
by the commanding officer of the vessel or of the squadron to which the vessel 
is attached. Each mail clerk and assistant mail clerk shall take the oath of 
office prescribed for employees of the postal service and shall give bond to the 
United States in the sum of one thousand dollars for the faithful performance 
of his duties as such clerk, and shall be amenable in all respects to naval dis- 
cipline, except that, as to their duties as such clerks, the commanding officers 
of the vessels upon which they are stationed shall require them to be governed 
by the postal laws and regulations of the United States. Whenever necessity 
arises therefor any assistant mail clerk may be required by the commanding 
officer of the vessel upon which he is stationed or of the squadron to which said 
vessel is attached to perform the duties of mail clerk. They shall receive as 
compensation for such services from the Navy Department, in addition to that 
paid them of the grade to which they are assigned, such sum in the case of 
mail clerks not to exceed five hundred dollars per annum, and in that of as- 
sistant mail clerks not to exceed three hundred dollars per annum, as may be 
determined and allowed by the Navy Department. 
1908, May 27, 35 Stat. L. 
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1 which such vessel is attached, to perform the duties of navy 

2 mail clerk. 

3 Sec. 316. Navy mail clerks and assistant navy mail 

4 clerks shall receive, from the Navy Department, as compen- 

5 sation for their special services as such clerks, such sum, in 

6 addition to their regular pay as enlisted men, as may be 

7 determined and allowed by the Navy Department, but not 

8 to exceed, in the case of mail clerks, five hundred dollars per 

9 annum, and in the case of assistant mail clerks, three hun- 
10 dred dollars per annum. 
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Chapter Two. 



RURAL, FREE, AND IMMEDIATE DELIVERY. 



Sec. 

317. Establishment of city free delivery. 

318. Free delivery not to be abolished, when. 

319. No extra postage for delivery by carrier. 

320. Receiving boxes. 

321. Mall chutes part of boxes. 

322. Uniform for carriers. 

323. Classification and salary of carriers. 

324. Appointment and promotion of carriers. 

325. Carriers to give bond. 

326. Hours of labor for carriers. 

327. Expense of free-delivery service to be 

separately accounted for. 

328. Establishment of rural free delivery. 

329. Classification and compensation of rural 

carriers. 

330. Rural carriers not to solicit business or 

carry business for hire. Exception. 
.331. Substitutes for rural carriers. 



Sec 

332. Annual leave of rural carriers. 

333. Special delivery. 

334. Deficient postage on special-delivery 

matter. 

335. Ordinary stamps may be used for special 

delivery. 

336. Postmaster responsible for immediate 

delivery. 

337. Immediate delivery may be made by 

special messenger or by contract Car 
fare for special delivery. 

338. Receipt to be taken upon delivery. 

339. A special-delivery record. 

340. Hours within which special delivery 

may be made. 

341. Persons making immediate delivery 

deemed to be in the postal service. 



1 Sec. 317. Letter carriers shall be employed for the free 

2 delivery of mail matter, as frequently as the public business 

3 may require, at every incorporated city, village, or borough 

4 containing a population of fifty thousand within its corporate 

5 limits, according to the last general census taken by author- 

6 ity of State or United States law, and may be so employed 

7 at every place containing, according to such census, a popula- 

8 tion of not less than ten thousand within its corporate limits, 

9 or at any post-office which produced a gross revenue for the 

10 preceding fiscal year of not less than ten thousand dollars: 

11 Provided j That this section shall not affect the existence of 

12 the free delivery in places where it is now established. 

13 Seo. 318. In offices where city free delivery shall have 

14 been once established, such free delivery shall not be abol- 
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Secs. 317-318. 

Letter carriers shall be employed for the free delivery of mail matter, as 
frequently as the public business may require, at every incorporated city, village, 
or borough containing a population of fifty thousand within its corporate 
limits, and may be so employed at every place containing a population of not 
less than ten thousand, within its corporate limits, according to the last general 
census, taken by authority of State or United States law, or at any post-office 
which produced a gross revenue for the preceding fiscal year of not less than 
ten thonsand dollars: Provided, This act shall not affect the existence of the 
free delivery in places where it is now established: And provided further, 
That in offices where the free delivery shall be established under the provisions 
of this act, such free delivery shall not be abolished by reason of decrease 
below ten thonsand in population or ten thousand dollars in gross postal 
revenue, except in the discretion of the Postmaster-General. 

1887, Jan. 3, ch. 14, sec 1, 1 Supp., 518. 
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1 ished by reason of decrease below ten thousand in popula- 

2 tion, or ten thousand dollars in postal revenue, except in the 

3 discretion of the Director of Posts. 

4 Sec. 319. No extra postage or carriers' fees shall be 

5 charged or collected upon any mail matter collected or deliv- 

6 ered by carriers of the city or rural free-delivery service. 

7 Sec. 320. The Director of Posts may establish, in places 

8 where letter carriers are employed, and in other places 

9 where, in his judgment, the public convenience requires it, 

10 receiving boxes for the deposit of mail matter, and shall 

11 cause the matter deposited therein to be collected as often 

12 as public convenience may require. No such boxes shall be 

13 placed inside of any building, except a public building or a 

14 building which is freely open to the public or a considerable 

15 number of persons during business hours, or a railroad station. 

16 Sec. 321. Mailing chutes and all apparatus connected 

17 therewith, when attached to receiving boxes and approved 

18 by the Director of Posts, shall be deemed and taken to be 

19 a part of such boxes and under the exclusive care and 

20 custody of the Post-Office Department. 

21 Sec. 322. The Postmaster-General may prescribe a 

22 uniform dress to be worn by letter carriers. 
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Sec. 319. 

No extra postage or carriers' fee shall be charged or collected upon any 
mail matter collected or delivered by carriers. 
R. S., sec. 3873. 



Sec. 320. 

The Postmaster-General may establish, in places where letter carriers are 
employed, and in other places where, in his judgment, the public convenience 
requires it, receiving boxes for the deposit of mail matter, and shall cause the 
matter deposited therein to be collected as often as public convenience may 
require. 

R. S., sec. 3868. 

No boxes for the collection of mail matter by carriers shall be placed inside 
of any building except a public building, or a building which is freely open 
to the public during business hours, or a railroad station. 

1887, Mar. 3, ch. 388, 1 Supp., 567. 



Sec. 321. 

* * * The Postmaster-General is hereby authorized, in his discretion, 
to declare by official order that the chutes connected with mail boxes that 
are attached to any chute or device which may be approved by him are a part 
of said receiving boxes and ui^der the exclusive care and custody of the Post- 
Office Department. 

1895, Jan. 23, ch. 41, 2 Supp., 76. 



Sec. 322. 

The Postmaster-General may prescribe a uniform dress to be worn by 
letter carriers, and any person not connected with the letter-carrier branch of 
the postal service who snail wear the uniform which may be prescribed shall 
for every such offense be punishable by a fine of not more than one hundred 
dollars, or by imprisonment for not more than six months, or both. 

R. S., sec. 3867. 
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1 Sec. 323. Carriers in the free-delivery service shall be 

2 classified in six grades with annual salary as follows: 

3 First grade, six hundred dollars; second grade, eight 

4 hundred dollars; third grade, nine hundred dollars; fourth 

5 grade, one thousand dollars; fifth grade, one thousand one 

6 hundred dollars; sixth grade, one thousand two hundred 

7 dollars. 

8 Sec. 324. Appointments of letter carriers at any office 

9 shall be made only to the first grade, and promotions shall be 

10 made successively from grade to grade — from first to fourth 

11 in second-class offices and from first to sixth in first-class 

12 offices — in accordance with the provisions of sections two 

13 hundred and ninety-three to two hundred and ninety-six, 

14 both inclusive. 

15 Sec. 325. Every letter carrier shall give bond, with 

16 sureties, to be approved by the Postmaster-General, for the 

17 safe custody and delivery of all mail matter and the faithful 

18 account and payment of all money received by him. All 

19 such bonds shall be subject to the provisions of section one 

20 hundred and eighty-seven of this Act. 

21 Sec. 326. The Postmaster-General may cause to be 

22 required of each letter carrier in the city free delivery service 

23 not less than eight hours of labor in each day. If any such 

24 letter carrier is employed a greater number of hours per day 

25 than eight he shall be paid extra for the same, in proportion 

26 to the salary to which he is entitled. 
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Secs. 323-324. 

There may be in all cities which contain a population of seventy-five 
thousand or more three classes of letter carriers, as follows: Carriers of the 
first class, whose salaries shall be one thousand dollars per annum ; of the second 
class, whose salaries shall be eight hundred dollars per annum, and of the third 
class, whose salaries shall be six hundred dollars per annum. 

1887. Jan. 3, ch. 14, sec 2, 1 Supp., 519. 

In places containing a population of less than seventy-five thousand there 
may be two classes of letter carriers, as follows: Carriers of the second class, 
whose salaries hall be eight hundred and fifty dollars per annum, and of the 
third class, whose salaries shall be six hundred dollars per annum. 

lb., sec. 3. 



Sec. 324. 

Appointments of letter carriers in cities having two or more classes shall 
be made to the class having the minimum rate of pay, and promotions from 
the lower grades in said cities shall be made to the next higher grade at the 
expiration of one year's service, on certificate of the postmaster to the efficiency 
and faithfulness of the candidate during the preceding year. * * * 

1882, Aug. 2, ch. 373, sec. 4, 1 Supp., 363. 

* * * The Postmaster-General * * * is authorized to appoint one 
or more substitute letter carriers, whose compensation shall be one dollar per 
annum, and the pro rata compensation of the carriers whose routes they may 
be required to serve. 

1882, Aug. 2, ch. 373, sec 4, 1 Supp., 363. 



Sec. 325. 

Every letter carrier shall rive bonds, with sureties, to be approved by the 
Postmaster-General, for the safe custody and delivery of all mail matter, and 
the faithful account and payment of all money received by him. 

R. S., sec. 3870. 



Sec. 326. 

* * * Eight hours shall constitute a day's work for letter carriers in 
cities or postal districts connected therewith, for which they shall receive the 
same pay as is now paid as for a day's work of a greater number of hours. 
If any letter carrier is employed a greater number of hours per day than eight 
he shall be paid extra for the same in proportion to the salary now fixed by law. 

1888. May 24, ch. 308, 1 Supp., 587. 
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1 Sec. 327. The expenditures for letter carriers, or other 

2 expenses of the city free delivery system, shall be recorded 

3 and separately accounted for. 

4 Sec. 328. The Postmaster-General may establish and 

5 maintain a service for the free delivery of mail matter in 

6 rural communities, appoint letter carriers and special sta- 

7 tion clerks in such service, and designate, extend, shorten, 

8 alter, modify, or discontinue the routes thereof at his dis- 

9 cretion. 

10 Sec. 329. The Postmaster-General shall classify and 

11 fix the compensation of carriers in the rural free delivery 

12 service at not exceeding nine hundred dollars per annum. 

13 No other or further allowance shall be made to anv such 

14 carrier except that in the discretion of the Postma§ter-Gen- 

15 eral the pay of any carrier on a water route who furnishes his 

16 own boat may be fixed at an amount not exceeding nine hun- 

17 dred dollars in any one calendar year, notwithstanding such 

18 earner is employed less than the full year. 

19 Sec. 330. No carrier in the rural free-delivery service 

20 shall solicit business or receive orders of any kind for any per- 

21 son, film, or corporation, and shall not, during his hours of 

22 employment, carry any merchandise for hire. But the assist- 

23 ant director of post-offices, under such regulations as may be 

24 prescribed, may authorize any such carrier to carry merchan- 

25 dise for hire for and upon the request of patrons residing upon 
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Sec. 327. 

All expenses of letter carriers, branch offices, and receiving boxes, or in- 
cident thereto, shall be kept and reported in a separate account, and shall be 
shown in comparison with the proceeds from postage on local mail matter at 
each office, and the Postmaster-General shall be guided in the expenditures for 
this branch of the service by the income derived therefrom. 

R. S., sec. 3874. 

Sec. 328. 

The act of March 3, 1903, provides "for pay of letter carriers and clerks 
in charge of substations of rural free delivery service. * * * Provided. 
That not exceeding * * * of the amount hereby appropriated for rural 
free delivery service may be used for compensation of clerks in charge of sub- 
stations." A similar provision has been made each succeeding vear. 

1903, Mar. 3, ch. 1009; 32 Stat. L., 1171. 

On and after July first, nineteen hundred and two, the Postmaster- 
General * * * is * * * authorized to classify the rural free delivery 
service and fix the compensation to employees in such service. 

1902, Apr. 21, ch. 563, 32 Stat. L., 1237. 



Sec. 329. 

Letter carriers of the rural delivery service shall receive a salary not ex- 
ceeding seven hundred and twenty dollars per annum, and no other or further 
allowance or salary shall be made to said carriers; and * * * rural car- 
riers shall not solicit business or receive orders of any kind for any person, 
firm, or corporation, and shall not during their hours of employment carry 
any merchandise for hire : Provided, That said carriers may carry merchandise 
for hire for and upon the request of patrons residing upon their respective 
routes, whenever the same shall not interfere with the proper discharge of 
their official duties, and under such regulations as the Postmaster-General 
may prescribe. 

1904, Apr. 28, ch. 1759, 33 Stat. L., 440. 

On and after July 1, 1907, letter carriers of the rural delivery service 
shall receive a salary not exceeding nine hundred dollars per annum : Provided. 
That rural letter carriers after twelve months' service shall be allowed annual 
leave with pay not to exceed fifteen days. 

1907, Mar. 2, ch. 2513; 34 Stat. L., 1215. 

Provided further, That in the discretion of the Postmaster-General the 
pay of any carrier on a water route who furnishes his own power boat 
and is employed during the summer months may be fixed at an amount not 
exceeding nine hundred dollars in any one calendar year. 

The Postmaster-General may, in his discretion, fix the pay of any rural 
carrier on a water route, who furnishes his own power boat, and is employed 
during the summer months, at an amount not exceeding $720 in any one 
calendar year. 

1906, June 26, 34 Stat. L., 477, ch. 3546. 
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1 his route, whenever, in the judgment of such assistant di- 

2 rector, the same will not interfere with the proper discharge 

3 of the official duties of such carrier. 

4 Sec. 331. Substitute carriers may be employed for the 

5 temporary performance of service on any rural delivery 

6 route, under such regulations as may be prescribed, and at 

7 a rate not to exceed that paid the regular carrier. 

8 Sec. 332. Carriers in the rural free-delivery service, 

9 after twelve months' service, shall be granted an annual 

10 leave of absence, with pay, not to exceed fifteen days, not 

11 counting Sundays and holidays. Substitutes employed dur- 

12 ing the vacation of such carriers shall be paid for such time 

13 at the rate paid the earner. 

14 Sec. 333. The Postmaster-General may provide and 

15 issue a special-delivery stamp of a face value of ten cents in 

16 such form and bearing such device as he may approve, which, 

17 when attached to any article of mailable matter in addition 

18 to the lawful postage thereon, shall entitle such matter to 

19 immediate delivery within one mile of any post-office and 

20 within the carrier limits of any city free-delivery post-office. 

21 Sec. 334. The omission by the sender to place the full 

22 lawful postage upon any article of mailable matter bearing 

23 a special-delivery stamp, and otherwise entitled to immedi- 

24 ate delivery, under the provisions of this chapter, shall not 
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Sec. 331. 

Substitute rural carriers may be employed under such regulations as the 
Postmaster-General may prescribe, and at the expense of the regular carriers, 
for the temporary performance of service on any rural delivery route. 

(On and after July 1, 1907) substitutes for (rural) carriers on vacation 
(shall) be paid during said service at the rate paid the carrier. 

1907, Mar. 2, ch. 2513 ; 34 Stat. L., 1215. 

Acting or substitute city letter carriers, rural letter carriers, post-office 
clerks, railway mail clerks, and other employees connected with tne postal 
service who are temporary employees, shall be paid at the usual rate for each 
day's service during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1907, and thereafter. 

1907, Mar. 2, ch. 2513; 34 Stat. L., 1213. 

Sec. 332. 

Eural letter carriers, after twelve months' service, (will) be allowed 
annual leave, with pay, not to exceed fifteen davs ; the substitutes for carriers 
on vacation to be paid during said service at the rate of six hundred dollars 
per annum. 

1906, June 26, ch. 3546; 34 Stat. L., 477. 

1907, Mar. 2 (Public, No. 172). . 

(On and after July 1, 1907) substitutes for (rural) carriers on vacation 
(shall) be paid during said service at the rate paid the carrier. 
1907, Mar. 2, ch. 2513; 34 Stat. L., 1215. 



Sec. 333. 

* * * Mailable matter upon which * * * (a) special (delivery) 
stamp * * * shall be duly affixed (in addition to the lawful postage 
thereon) shall be entitled to immediate delivery * * * within the carrier- 
delivery limit of any free delivery and within one mile of any other post- 
office which the Postmaster-General shall at any time designate as a special 
delivery post-office. 

1886, Aug. 4, ch. 901, sec. 1, 1 Supp., 511. 

A special (delivery) stamp of the face valuation of ten cents may be pro- 
vided and issued, whenever deemed advisable or expedient, in such form and 
bearing such device as may meet the approval of the Postmaster-General, 
which, when attached to * * * (mail matter) in addition to the lawful 
postage thereon, * * * (shall entitle such matter to immediate delivery, 
as provided in act of August 4, 1886, ch. 901, sec. 1, 1 Supp., 511). 

1885, Mar. 3, ch. 342, sec. 3, 1 Supp., 484; 1886, Aug. 4, ch. 901, sec. 1, 1 
Supp., 511. 

4 

Sec. 334. 

* * * The omission by the sender to place the lawful postage upon a 
letter bearing such special delivery stamp and otherwise entitled to immediate 
delivery under the provisions of this section (act of March 3, 1885, ch. 342, 
sec. 3 ) , shall not hinder or delay the transmission and delivery thereof as 
provided herein, but such lawful postage shall be collected upon its delivery 
in the manner now provided by law for the collection of deficient postage 
resulting from overweight of letters. 

1889, Jan. 16, ch. 50, 1 Supp., 638. 
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1 hinder or delay the transmission or delivery thereof, but the 

2 lawful postage due thereon shall be collected upon delivery 

3 in the manner provided by law for the collection of deficient 

4 postage. 

5 Sec. 335. Whenever, in addition to stamps sufficient 

6 for the posting of any article of mailable matter, there shall 

7 be attached to the envelope or covering thereof ordinary 

8 postage stamps of any denomination to the face value of 

9 ten cents, and with the words " special delivery/' or their 

10 equivalent, written or printed on the envelope or covering, 

11 such matter, subject to such regulations as may be pre- 

12 scribed, shall be entitled to the same treatment in. all re- 

13 spects as if a special-delivery stamp had been attached 

14 thereto. 

15 Sec. 336. Each postmaster shall be responsible for 

16 and shall cause the immediate delivery of every article of 

17 mailable matter, to which have been attached stamps for 

18 special delivery as herein provided, received at his office 

19 and entitled to delivery thereat. Except when otherwise 

20 provided, in pursuance of the next following section, he 

21 may employ as messengers for such delivery any persons, 

22 including clerks, employees, and preferably substitute carriers 

23 or clerks when not otherwise employed at his post-office, 

24 at such compensation as he shall fix ; and he shall be entitled 

25 in full of all expense for such delivery, upon the adjustment 
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Sec. 335. 

From and after July first, nineteen hundred and seven, when in addition 
to the stamps required to transmit any letter or package of mail matter through 
the mails there shall be attached to the envelope or covering ten cents' worth 
of ordinary stamps of any denomination, with the words " special delivery '' 
or their equivalent written or printed on the envelope or covering, under such 
regulations as the Postmaster-General may prescribe, the said package shall be 
handled, transmitted, and delivered in all respects as though it bore a regula- 
tion " special delivery " stamp. 

1907, Mar. 2, ch. 2561; 34 Stat. L., 1244. 



Sec. 336. 

(The postmaster shall be responsible for) * * * the immediate deliv- 
ery of every * * * article (bearing a special delivery stamp), and shall 
cause delivery to be made of all such articles received at his office bearing such 
stamp and entitled to delivery thereat, and may employ any persons, including 
clerks * * * (and other salaried employees at his office), as messengers on 
such terms as he shall fix as compensation for such delivery ; and to defray the 
expense thereof such postmaster shall be entitled, upon the adjustment of his 
quarterly account, to eighty per centum of the face value of all such special 
delivery stamps received at his office and recorded, according to said act and 
regulations of the Post-Office Department, during the quarter; and such allow- 
ance shall be in full of all the expenses of such delivery. * * * 

1886, Aug. 4, ch. 901, sec. 1, 1 Supp., 511 ; see 1900, June 2, ch. 613, 31 Stat. 
L., 260. 
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1 of his accounts, or in settlement for stamps and stamps fur- 

2 nished him by any supply office, to eighty per centum of 

3 the face value of all stamps for special delivery attached 

4 to matter received at his office and recorded or delivered 

5 under such regulations as may be prescribed. 

6 Sec. 337. The Director of Posts may, in his discre- 

7 tion (a) direct that immediate delivery from any free-de- 

8 livery office shall be made entirely by special messengers, 

9 at a compensation to be fixed by him at a sum not exceeding 

10 in the aggregate eighty per centum of the face value of all 

11 stamps for special delivery received and recorded at such 

12 office, and not exceeding, in the case of any one messenger, 

13 thirty dollars per month; (b) contract for immediate de- 

14 livery from any post-office, at a price less than eight cents 

15 per piece; (c) allow, under such regulations as may be pre- 

16 scribed out of the revenue arising from the special-delivery 

17 business, expenditures, not to exceed the aggregate annual 

18 appropriations therefor, by postmasters at first-class post- 
19 offices for car fare for special-delivery messengers in cases 

20 of emergency, where immediate delivery in the usual way is 

21 impracticable. 

22 Sec. 338. Special-delivery messengers, upon the deliv- 

23 ery of any article stamped for special delivery as herein 

24 provided, shall procure a receipt from the party addressed, 

25 or some one- authorized to receive such article, in a book or 

26 such other form of record as may be prescribed. 
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Sec. 337. 

To provide for the payment of such persons as may be employed for this 
service the postmaster at any office designated by section three of this act (23 
Stat. L., 388) shall keep a record of the number of letters received at such office 
bearing such special-delivery stamp, which shall correspond with the number 
entered in the receipt books heretofore specified, and at the end of the month he 
may pay to such person or persons employed a sum not exceeding eighty per 
centum of the face value of all such stamps received and recorded durmg that 
month: Provided, That nothing in this act shall interfere with the prompt 
delivery of letters as now provided by law or regulations of the Post-Office 
Department. 

1903, Mar. 3, ch. 1009, 32 Stat. L., 1175. 

The Postmaster-General may, in his discretion, direct any free-delivery 
office to be excepted from the foregoing provision (concerning the delivery of 
special-delivery matter by postmasters' clerks or other persons) , and require the 
delivery to be made entirely by special messengers, according to the provisions 
of the act to which this is amendatory. 

1886, Aug. 4, ch. 901, sec. 1, 1 Supp., 512. 

(The Postmaster-General) may contract for the immediate delivery of all 
articles (bearing special-delivery stamps) from any post-office at any price less 
than eight cents per piece, when he shall deem it expedient. 

1886, Aug. 4, ch. 901, sec. 1,1 Supp.. 512. 

(Postmasters will), at the end of each month, * * * p a y to such 
person or persons employed (as messengers) a sum not exceeding eighty per 
centum of the face value of all such (special-delivery) stamps (on the matter) 
received and recorded during that month: Provided, That in no case shall 
the compensation so paid to any one person exceed thirty dollars per month. 

1885, Mar. 3, ch. 342, sec. 6, 1 Supp., 484. 

That out or the revenue arising from special-delivery business the Post- 
master-General may allow expenditures of postmasters of first-class post- 
offices, under regulations to be established by him for car fare for special- 
delivery messengers in emergent cases 2 where immediate delivery in the usual 
way is impracticable, not to exceed in the aggregate for all offices $10,000 
a year. 

1899, Mar. 1, ch. 327, 2 Supp., 958. 



Sec. 338. 

That to provide for the immediate delivery of letters bearing a special 
stamp, the postmaster at any office which may come within the provisions of 
this act may, with the approval of the Postmaster-General ? employ such per- 
son or persons as may actually be required for such service, who, upon the 
delivery of such letter, will procure a receipt from the party addressed, or some 
one authorized to receive it, in a book to be furnished for the purpose, which 
shall, when not in use, be kept in the post-office, and at all times subject to 
examination by the inspector of the department. 

1885, Mar. 3, 23 Stat. L., ch. 342, sec. 5, 1 Supp., 484. 



Digitized by 



Google 



328 

1 Sec. 339. Each postmaster shall keep an accurate 

2 record of the number of articles stamped for special delivery 

3 received at his post-office. 

4 Sec. 340. The Director of Posts, subject to such regu- 

5 lations as may be prescribed, may designate the hours within 

6 which immediate delivery shall be made at any post-office. 

7 Sec. 341. Any person employed to make immediate 

8 delivery of letters or other mail matter under the provisions 

9 of this chapter shall be deemed an employee of the postal 

10 service, whether he may have taken any oath of office or not, 

11 or whether he shall be temporarily or permanently em- 

12 ployed; and any special-delivery messenger when actually 

13 engaged in carrying or delivering letters or other mail mat- 

14 ter, whether by virtue of employment in or contract, di- 

15 rectly or indirectly, with the Post-Office Department, shall 

16 be deemed to be a carrier or other person entrusted with the 

17 mail and having custody thereof, and as such employee shall 

18 be liable to any penalties or punishments provided by law 

19 for the improper detention, delay, secretion, rifling, embez- 

20 zlement, purloining, or destruction of any letter or other 

21 envelope of mail matter or the contents thereof entrusted to 

22 him or placed in his custody. 
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Sec. 339. 

The postmaster * * * (at every special-delivery post-office) shall 
keep a record of the number of * * * (articles) received at such office 
bearing such special (delivery) stamp. 

1885, Mar. 3, ch. 342, sec. 6, 1 Supp., 484. 

Sec. 340. 

The Postmaster-General shall prescribe suitable regulations, not incon- 
sistent with the law, for the performance of the immediate-delivery service, the 
keeping of the records and rendering of accounts thereof, and all matters con- 
nected therewith, and may prescribe the hours within which such immediate 
delivery shall be made at any post-office. 

1886, Aug. 4, ch. 901, sec. 2, 1 Supp., 512. 

Sec. 341. 

That any person employed to make immediate delivery of letters or other 
mail matter under the provisions of this act, or the act of which the same is 
amendatory, shall be deemed an employee of the postal service, whether he may 
have been sworn or not, or temporarily or permanently employed, and as such 
employee shall be liable to any penalties or punishment provided by law for the 
improper detention, delay, secretion, rifling, embezzlement, purloining, or 
destruction of any letter, or other article of mail matter, or the contents thereof, 
intrusted to him for delivery or placed in his custody. 

1886, Aug. 4, 24 Stat. L., 221, ch. 901, sec. 4, 1 Supp., 512; see E. S., sees. 
5463, 5480. 

That every special delivery messenger when actually engaged in carrying or 
delivering letters or other mail matter under contract, directly or indirectly, 
with the Post-Office Department, shall be deemed a carrier or person intrusted 
with the mail and having custody thereof within the meaning of sections thirty- 
eight hundred and sixty-nine, thirty-nine hundred and ninety-five, fifty-four 
hundred and seventy-two, and fifty-four hundred and seventy-three of tne Re- 
vised Statutes of the United States. 

1903, Mar. 3, ch. 1009, sec. 4, 32 Stat. L., 1176. 
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Chapter Three. 



MAIL MATTER. 



Classes of mail matter. 

First-class matter. 

Second-class matter. 

Publications of certain societies, insti- 
tutions, etc., to be second-class mat- 
ter. 

Publication by institutions not to bar 
admission as ordinary periodical. 

Admission of foreign publications to 
second class. 

Examination of second-class matter. 

Supplements. 

Permissible writing on second-class 
matter. 

Newspapers to be dried, wrapped, and 
folded. 

Third-class matter. 

Printed matter defined. 

Circular defined. 

Permissible writing in circulars. 

Permissible writing on third-class mat- 
ter. 

Alteration of printed matter. 



Sec. 
358. 

359. 
360. 

361. 

362. 
363. 
364. 
365. 

366. 



367. 

368. 
369. 

370. 



Any third-class matter may include 
any other third-class matter. 

Fourth-class matter. 

Permissible writing on fourth -class 
matter. 

Directions for delivery part of ad- 
dress. 

Nonmailable matter. 

Disposition of nonmailable matter. 

Limit of weight. 

Disposition of matter above limit of 
weight. 

Disposition of mailable matter ad- 
dressed to persons engaged in lot- 
teries and schemes to defraud. 

Prima facie evidence of agency for lot- 
tery. 

Searches for unlawful mail matter. 

Mail matter addressed to fictitious 
names or addresses. 

Identification of persons receiving mail 
matter elsewhere than at address. 



3 Sec. 342. Mailable matter shall be divided into four 

4 classes : 

5 First. Written matter; 

6 Second. Periodical publications; 

7 Third. Miscellaneous printed matter; 

8 Fourth. Merchandise. 

9 Sec. 343. Mailable matter of the first class shall em- 

10 brace letters, postal cards, and all matter wholly or partly in 

1 1 writing, or typewriting, except as hereinafter provided. 



12 Sec. 344. Mailable matter of the second class shall em- 

13 brace every newspaper and other periodical publication 

14 which complies with the following conditions: 
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Sec. 342. 

Mailable matter shall be divided into three classes : 

First. Letters. 

Second. Regular printed matter. 

Third. Miscellaneous matter. 

R. S., sea 3875. 

Mailable matter shall be divided into four classes: 

First. Written matter. 

Second. Periodical publications. 

Third. Miscellaneous printed matter. 

Fourth. Merchandise. 

1879, Mar. 3, ch. 180, sec. 7, 1 Supp., 246. 



Sec. 343. 

Mailable matter of the first class shall embrace all correspondence, wholly 
or partly in writing, except book manuscripts and corrected proof sheets pass- 
ing between authors and publishers. 

R. S., sec 3876. 

Mailable matter of the first class shall embrace letters, postal cards, and 
all matters wholly or partly in writing, except as hereinafter provided. 

1879, Mar. 3, ch. 180, sec. 8, 1 Supp., 246. 

Addresses upon postal cards * * * may be either written, printed, 
or affixed thereto, at the option of the sender. 

1876, July 12, ch. 179, sec. 15, 1 Supp., 110. 

Sec. 344. 

Mailable matter of the second class shall embrace all matter exclusively in 
print and regularly issued at stated periods from a known office of publication 
without addition by writing, mark, or sign. 

R. S., sec. 3877. 
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1 First. It must regularly be issued at stated intervals as 

2 frequently as four times a year, and bear a date of issue and 

3 be numbered consecutively; 

4 Second, It must be issued from a known place of publi- 
•5 cation ; 

6 Third. It must be formed of printed paper sheets with- 

7 out board, cloth, leather, or other substantial binding; 

8 Fourth. It must be originated and published for the dis- 

9 semination of information of a public character, or devoted to 

10 literature, the arts, sciences, or some special industry; 

11 Fifth. It must have a legitimate list of subscribers; 

12 Sixth. It must not be designed or published primarily 

13 for advertising purposes, or for free circulation, or for circula- 

14 tion at nominal rates; 

15 Seventh. It must not be designed or published for, or 

16 devoted to, the dissemination of matter of a character tending 

17 to incite the commission of arson, murder, or any other crime 

18 which if committed against the peace and government of the 

19 United States would be punishable by death or imprisonment 

20 in the penitentiary. 

21 Sec. 345. Any newspaper or periodical publication 

22 issued (a) by or under the auspices of a benevolent or fra- 

23 ternal society, or order, organized under the lodge system, 

24 and having a bona fide membership of not less than one 

25 thousand persons; (b) by or under the auspices of a regu- 
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Mailable matter of the second class shall embrace all newspapers and other 

?eriodical publications which are issued at stated intervals and as frequently as 
our times a year and are within the conditions named in sections twelve and 
fourteen (of this act). 

1879, Mar. 3, ch. 180, sec. 10, 1 Supp., 246. 

Sec. 14. The conditions upon which a publication shall be admitted to the 
second class are as follows : 

First. It must regularly be issued at stated intervals, as frequently as four 
times a year, and bear a date of issue, and be numbered consecutively. 

Second. It must be issued from a known office of publication. 

Third. It must be formed of printed paper sheets, without board, cloth, 
leather, or other substantial binding^ such as distinguish printed books for 
preservation from periodical publications. 

Fourth. It must be originated and published for the dissemination of 
information of a public character, or devoted to literature, the sciences, arts, or 
some special industry, and having a legitimate list of subscribers: Provided, 
however. That nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to admit to 
the second-class rate regular publications designed primarilv for advertising 
purposes, or for free circulation, or for circulation at nominal rates. 

1879, Mar. 3, ch. 180, sec. 14, 1 Supp., 246. 

That section thirty-eight hundred and ninety-three of the Revised Statutes 
of the United States b>e, and the same is hereby, amended by adding thereto the 
following: 

"And the term * indecent ' within the intendment of this section shall 
include matter of a character tending to incite arson, murder, or assassination." 

1908, May 27, 35 Stat. L. 



Sec. 345. 

All periodical publications issued from a known place of publication at 
stated intervals and as frequently as four times a year, by or under the aus- 
pices of a benevolent or fraternal society or order organized under the lodge 
system and having a bona fide membership of not less than one thousand per- 
sons or by a regularly incorporated institution of learning, or by or under the 
auspices of a trades union, and all publications of strictly professional, literary, 
historical, or scientific societies, including the bulletins issued by state boards 
of health, shall be admitted to the mails as second-class matter, and the postage 
thereon shall be the same as on other second-class matter and no more: Pro- 
vided further, That such matter shall be originated and published to further 
the objects and purposes of such society, order, trades union, or institution of 
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1 larly incorporated institution of learning; (c) by or under 

2 the auspices of a trade union; (d) by strictly professional 

3 literary, historical, or scientific societies; (ej by state boards 

4 of health, departments of agriculture, entomology, or horti- 

5 culture, and state crop-pest commissions, shall be admitted 

6 to the mails as second-class matter, provided such publication 

7 complies with the following conditions : 

8 First, It must regularly be issued at stated intervals as 

9 frequently as four times a year. 

10 Second. It must be issued from a known office of 

11 publication. 

12 Third. It must be formed of printed paper sheets, 

13 without board, cloth, leather, or other substantial binding. 

14 Fourth. It must be originated and published to further 

15 the public objects and purposes of such society, order, insti- 

16 tution of learning, trades union, board, department, or 

17 commission, as the case may be. 

18 Fifth. It must not be designed or published primarily 

19 for advertising purposes. 

20 Sixth. It must not contain advertising matter of any 

21 kind. 

22 • Seventh. It must not contravene the provisions of the 

23 seventh condition of section three hundred and forty-four. 

24 Sec. 346. A publication issued by any of the bodies 

25 mentioned in the preceding section, which complies with all 
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learning, and shall be formed of printed paper sheets without board, cloth, 
leather, or other substantial binding such as distinguish printed books for 
preservation from periodical publications. 

1894, July 16, ch. 137, 2 Supp., 196. 

All periodical publications issued from a known place of publication at 
stated intervals as frequently as four times a year by state departments of 
agriculture shall be admitted to the mails as second-class mail matter: Pro- 
vided, That such matter shall be published only for the purpose of furthering 
the objects of such departments: And provided further, That such publications 
shall not contain any advertising matter of any kind. 

1900, June 6, ch. 801, 31 Stat. L., 660. 



Digitized by 



Google 



336 

1 the conditions prescribed in section three hundred and fifty 

2 may, if it so elect, be admitted to the second class under and 

3 subject to the provisions of section three hundred and fifty, 

4 instead of the preceding section. 

5 Sec. 347. Foreign newspapers and other periodical 

6 publications of the same general character as those admitted 

7 to the second class in the United States, may, under the di- 

8 rection of the Postmaster-General, on application of the pub- 

9 lishers thereof, or their agents, be transmitted through the 

10 mails at the same rates as if published in the United States. 

11 Nothing contained in this Act shall be so construed as to 

12 allow transmission through the mails of any publication 

13 which violates any copyright granted by the United States. 

14 Sec. 348. Matter of the second class may be examined 

15 at the office of mailing, and if found to contain matter which 

16 is subject to a higher rate of postage, such matter shall be 

17 charged with postage at the rate to which the inclosed matter 

18 is subject: Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be 

19 so construed as to prohibit the insertion in newspapers or 

20 periodical publications admitted under section three hundred 

21 and forty-four of advertisements attached permanently to the 

22 same. 

23 Sec. 349. Publishers of matter of the second class may, 

24 without subjecting it to extra postage, fold within their regu- 

25 lar issues a supplement; but in all cases the added matter 

26 must be germane to the publication which it supplements; 
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Sec. 347. 

Foreign newspapers and other periodicals of the same general character 
as those admitted to the second class in the United States may, under the 
direction of the Postmaster-General, on application of the publishers thereof or 
their agents, be transmitted through the mails at the same rates as if published 
in the United States. Nothing in this act shall be so construed as to allow the 
transmission through the mails of any publication which violates any copyright 
granted by the United States. 

1879, Mar. 3, ch. 180, sec. 15, 1 Supp., 247. 



Sec. 348. 

Matter of the second class may be examined at the office of mailing, and if 
found to contain matter which is subject to a higher rate of postage, such matter 
shall be charged with postage at the rate to which the inclosed matter is subject : 
Provided^ That nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to prohibit 
the insertion in periodicals of advertisements attached permanently to the same. 

1879, Mar. 3, ch. 180, sec. 12, 1 Supp., 246, 



Sec. 349. 

Publishers of matter of the second class, may, without subjecting it to extra 
postage, fold within their regular issues a supplement ; but in all cases the added 
matter must be germane to the publication which it supplements ; that is to say, 
matter supplied in order to complete that to which it is added or supplemented, 
but omitted from the regular issue for want of space, time, or greater con- 
venience, which supplement must in every case be issued with the publication. 

1879, Mar. 3, ch. 180, sec. 16, 1 Supp., 247. 
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1 that is to say, matter supplied in order to complete that to 

2 which it is added or supplemented, but omitted from the 

3 regular issue for want of space, time, or greater convenience, 

4 which supplement must in every case be issued with the 

5 publication. 

6 Sec. 350. Mailable matter of the second class shall 

7 contain no s writing, print, or sign therein, in addition to the 

8 original print, except the following: (a) The name and 

9 address of the person to whom the matter shall be sent; (b) 

10 index figures of subscription book, either printed or written ; 

11 (c) the printed title of the publication and the place of its 

12 publication; (d) the printed or written name and address 

13 without addition of advertisements of the publisher or sender, 

14 or both; (e) written or printed words or figures, or. both, 

15 indicating the date on which the subscription to such matter 

16 will end; (f) the correction of any typographical error; (g) 

17 marks other than written or printed words designating any 

18 word or passage to which it is desired to draw attention; (h) 

19 the words " sample copy " when the matter is sent as such ; 

20 (i) the words " marked copy " when the copy contains a 

21 marked item or article. 

22 Sec. 351. No newspapers shall be received to be con- 

23 veyed by mail unless they are sufficiently dried and inclosed 

24 in proper wrappers and folded in accordance with such regu- 

25 lations as may be prescribed. 
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Sec. 350. 

Mailable matter of the second class shall contain no writing, print, or 
sign thereon or therein in addition to the original^ print, except as herein pro- 
vided, to wit: The name and address of the person to whom the matter shall 
be sent ; index figures of subscription book, either printed or written, the printed 
title of the publication and the place of its publication, the printed or written 
name and address without addition of advertisement of the publisher or sender, 
or both, and written or printed words or figures, or both, indicating the date 
on which the subscription to such matter will end, the correction of any typo- 
graphical error, a mark, except by written or printed words, to designate a 
word or passage to which it is desired to call attention; the words "sample 
copy" when the matter is sent as such, the words "marked copy" when the 
matter contains a marked item or article. And publishers or news agents may 
inclose in their publications, bills, receipts, and orders for subscriptions thereto, 
but the same shall be in such form as to convey no other information than 
the name, place of publication, subscription price of the publication to which 
they refer, and the subscription due thereon. 

1888, Jan. 20, ch. 2, sec. 1, 1 Supp., 577. 

Publishers of newspapers and periodicals may print or write upon their 
publications sent to regular subscribers the address of the subscriber and the 
date when the subscription expires, and may inclose therein bills and receipts 
for subscriptions thereto without subjecting such publications to extra postage. 

R. S., sec. 3886, 



Sec. 351. 

No newspapers shall be received to be conveyed by mail unless they are 
sufficiently dried and inclosed in proper wrappers. 
R. S., sec. 3883. 
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1 Sec. 352. Mailable matter of the third class shall em- 

2 brace: (a) All matter wholly in print which is not regularly 

3 entered as second-class matter, including books, pamphlets, 

4 occasional publications, circulars, catalogues, handbills, maps, 

5 prints, drawings, engravings, lithographs, photographs (not 

6 on glass or in cases containing glass) , sheet music, visiting 

7 cards, and printed forms without writing of any kind; (b) 

8 sheets containing point print, indented, raised, or perforated 

9 characters, which can be read by the blind, including letters 

10 so written when unsealed; (c) proof sheets, corrected proof 

11 sheets, and manuscript copy accompanying and relating to 

12 the same; (d) seeds, cuttings, bulbs, roots, scions, grafts, 

13 and bedding plants when the same are susceptible of being 

14 used in propagation, subject, however, to the requirements 

15 of law and regulation respecting the secure packing and 

16 wrapping of fourth-class matter. 

17 Sec. 353. Printed matter or matter in print within 

18 the intendment of this chapter is defined to be the reproduc- 

19 tion upon paper, parchment, or cardboard, by any process 

20 except that of handwriting, typewriting, or the duplication 

21 thereof by carbon or letter-press copy, of any words, letters, 

22 characters, figures, images, or any combination thereof, not 

23 having the character of a personal correspondence. 
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Sec. 352. 

Mailable matter of the third class shall embrace all pamphlets, occasional 
publications, transient newspapers, magazines, handbills, posters, unsealed cir- 
culars, prospectuses, books, book manuscripts, proof sheets, corrected proof 
sheets, maps, prints, engravings, blanks, flexible patterns, samples of merchan- 
dise not exceeding twelve ounces in weight, sample cards, phonographic paper, 
letter envelopes, postal envelopes and wrappers, cards, plain and ornamental 
paper, photographic representations of different types, seeds, cuttings, bulbs, 
roots, scions, and all other matter which may be declared mailable by law, ana 
all other articles not above the weight prescribed by law, which are not, from 
their form or nature, liable to destroy, deface, or otherwise injure the contents 
of the mail bag or the person of anyone engaged in the postal service. All 
liquids, poisons, glass, explosive materials, and obscene books shall be excluded 
from the mails. All matter of the third class, excepting books and other printed 
matter, book manuscripts, proof sheets and corrected proof sheets, packages 
of seeds, cuttings, bulbs, roots, and scions shall not exceed twelve ounces in 
weight, and packages of seeds, cuttings, bulbs, roots, and scions shall not 
exceed four pounds in weight ; and all matter of the third class shall be subject 
to examination and to rates of postage as hereinafter provided. Samples of 
metals, ores, and mineralogical specimens shall not exceed twelve ounces in 
weight, and shall be subject to examination and to rates of postage as hereinafter 
provided. 

R. S., sec. 3878. 

Mail matter of the third class shall embrace books, transient newspapers 
and periodicals, circulars, and other matter wholly in print (not includeain 
section twelve of this act) , proof sheets, corrected proof sheets, and manuscript 
copy accompanying the same, and postage shall be paid at the rate of one cent 
for each two ounces or fractional part thereof, and shall fully be prepaid by 
postage stamps affixed to said matter. 

1879, Mar. 3, ch. 180, sec. 17, 1 Supp., 247. 

All letters written in point print or raised characters used by the blind, 
when unsealed, shall be transmitted through the mails as third-class mat- 
ter * * * 

1899, Mar. 2, 362, 2 Supp., 965. 



Sec. 353. 

" Printed matter " within the intendment of this act is defined to be the repro- 
duction upon paper, by any process except that of handwriting, of any words, 
letters, characters, figures, or images, or of any combination thereof, not hav- 
ing the character of an actual and personal correspondence. 

1879, Mar. 3, ch. 180, sec 19, 1 Supp., 247. 
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1 Sec. 354. The term "circular/' within the intend- 

2 ment of this chapter, is defined to be a communication in 

3 print or produced by any mechanical multiplying process 

4 easy to recognize, but not direct from a typewriting machine, 

5 which, according to internal evidence, is being sent in iden- 

6 tical terms to several persons. A circular shall not lose its 

7 character as such when the date and name of the addressee 

8 and of the sender shall be written therein, nor by the cor- 

9 rection of the typographical errors in writing. 

10 Sec. 355. A circular may, without becoming liable 

11 to higher rate of postage, have the date, signature of the 

12 sender, and name of the addressee written therein, and any 

13 typographical errors corrected in writing. 

14 Sec 356. Upon matter of the third class, or upon the 

15 wrapper, envelope, or cover inclosing the same, or the tag 

16 or label attached thereto, it shall be permissible: (a) To 

17 indicate the name, commercial style, occupation, and address 

18 of the sender, preceded by the word " from ;" (b) to make 

19 marks, other than written or printed words, to draw attention 

20 to any word or passage in the text; (c) to correct any 

21 typographical errors; (d) to indicate or alter in handwriting, 

22 or by mechanical process, the date, the signature, or the 

23 commercial style, the profession, and the address of the 

24 sender and of the addressee; (e) to erase certain parts of the 

25 printed text; (f) to add in handwriting, or otherwise, a 
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Sec. 354. 

The term "circular" is defined to be a printed letter which, according 
to internal evidence, is being sent in identical terms to several persons. A cir- 
cular shall not lose its character as such, when the date and name of the 
addressee and of the sender shall be written therein, nor by the correction of 
mere typographical errors in writing. 

1879, Mar. 3, ch. 180, sec. 18, 1 Supp., 247, 



Sec. 356. 

Upon matter of the third class or upon the wrapper or envelope inclosing 
the same or the tag or label attached thereto the sender may write his own 
name, occupation, and residence or business address, preceded by the word 
44 from," and may make marks other than by written or printed words to call 
attention to any word or passage in the text, and may correct any typographical 
errors. There may be placed upon the blank leaves or cover of any book or 
printed matter of the third class a simple manuscript dedication or inscrip- 
tion not of the nature of a personal correspondence. 

1888, Jan. 20, ch. 2, sec. 1, 1 Supp., 577. 
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1 simple dedication or inscription, not of the nature of a per- 

2 sonal correspondence; (g) to insert or correct, in hand- 

3 writing or otherwise, figures in prices current, tenders for 

4 advertisement, stock and bond lists, trade circulars, and 

5 prospectuses. 

6 Sec. 357. Any addition to, or alteration of, printed 

7 matter by handwriting, marking, hand stamp, or other proc- 

8 ess, or by indicating a portion thereof by punching which 

9 would tend to take away from such matter a general charac- 

10 ter and give it that of individual personal correspondence, 

11 will be deemed to render such printed matter of the first 

12 class, unless not less than twenty identical copies of such 

13 matter, as altered or added to, are handed in at one time at 

14 a post-office window, separately addressed. 

15 Sec. 358. Upon the wrapper or envelope of third- 

16 class matter, or the tag or label attached thereto, may be 

17 printed any other matter mailable as third class, but there 

18 must be left on the address side or face a space sufficient for 

19 a legible address and necessary stamps. 

20 Sec. 359. Mailable matter of the fourth class shall 

21 embrace all mailable matter not embraced in the first, 

22 second, or third class. 
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Sec. 358. 

Upon the wrapper or envelope of third-class matter or the tag or label 
attached thereto may be printed any matter mailable as third class, but there 
must be left on the address side a space sufficient for a legible address and neces- 
sary stamps. 

1888, Jan. 20, ch. 2, sec. 1, 1 Supp., 577. 



Sec. 359. 

Mailable matter of the fourth class shall embrace all matter not embraced 
in the first, second, or third class, which is not in its form or nature liable to 
destroy, deface, or otherwise damage the contents of the mail bag or harm the 
person of anyone engaged in the postal service, and is not above the weight 
provided by law. * * * 

1896, June 8, ch. 370, 2 Supp., 507; see R. S., sec. 3911. 
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1 Sec. 360. With a package of fourth-class matter pre- 

2 paid at the rate for that class the sender may (a) inclose 

3 any mailable third-class matter; (b) write upon the wrapper, 

4 envelope, or cover thereof or tag or label attached thereto, 

5 his name, commercial style, occupation, or address, preceded 

6 by the word " from; "(c) make or print upon such wrapper, 

7 envelope, cover, tag, or label any marks, numbers, name, or 

8 letters, for purposes of description, and may print thereon 

9 any matter not in the nature of a personal correspondence, 

10 and mailable as third class, but there must be left on the ad- 

11 dress side or face of the package a space sufficient for legible 

12 address and necessary stamps. 

13 Sec. 361. In all cases directions for transit, delivery, 

14 forwarding, or return, made in accordance with such regula- 

15 tions as may be prescribed, shall be deemed part of the ad- 

16 dress. 

17 Sec. 362. The following are herby declared to be non- 
18 mailable matter and shall not be conveyed in or transmitted 

19 through the mails, whether in the United States or between 

20 the United States and other postal administrations, or deliv- 

21 ered from any post-office or station or by any carrier, or 

22 transported in the mails. 

23 (a) Any matter which is above the limit of weight pro- 

24 vided by law; (b) any kind of poison and any poisonous 

25 animals, insects, or reptiles; (c) any explosive, inflammable 

Digitized by 



Google 



347 

Sec. 360. 

With a package of fourth-class matter prepaid at the proper rate for that 
class, the sender may inclose any mailable third-class matter, and may write 
upon the wrapper or cover thereof, or tag or label accompanying the same, his 
name, occupation, residence or busftiess address, preceded by the word " from," 
and any marks, numbers, names, or letters for purpose of description, or may 
print thereon the same, and any printed matter not in the nature of a personal 
correspondence^ but there must be left on the address side or face of the pack- 
age a space sufficient for a legible address and necessary stamps. 

1888, Jan. 20. ch. 2, sec. 1, 1 Supp., 578. 



Sec. 361. 

In all cases directions for transmit (transmission), delivery, forwarding, 
or return shall be deemed part of the address. * * ' * 
1888, Jan. 20, ch. 2, sec. 1, 1 Supp., 578. 
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1 material, infernal machine, device, or composition likely to 

2 ignite or explode; (d) any disease germ or scab; (e) any 

3 matter which is liable in its form or nature to destroy, deface, 

4 damage, or otherwise injure any mail bag, or other equip- 

5 ment or the contents of the mails; (f) any matter which is 

6 liable to kill or in anywise hurt, harm, or injure the person 

7 of anyone engaged in the postal service; (g) any malt, 

8 vinous, or spirituous liquors or other intoxicating liquors or 

9 any cocaine or derivative thereof; (h) any matter upon the 

10 envelope or outside cover or wrapper of which, or any postal 

11 card upon which, any delineations, epithets, terms, or lan- 

12 guage of an indecent, lewd, lascivious, obscene, libelous, 

13 scurrilous, defamatory, or threatening character, or calculated 

14 by the terms or manner or style of display and obviously 

15 intended to reflect injuriously upon the character or conduct 

16 of another, may be written or printed or otherwise impressed 

17 or apparent; (i) any matter the deposit of which in the 

18 mails is by law made punishable. 

19 The Postmaster-General may permit the transmission in 

20 the mails, under such rules and regulations as he shall pre- 

21 scribe, of any articles embraced in clauses (c), (d), (e), 

22 and (f) which are not outwardly or of their own force 

23 dangerous, or injurious to life, health, or property. 
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1 Sec. 363, The Postmaster-General shall direct, by regu- 

2 lation or otherwise, the disposition, by return to the sender 

3 or owner or otherwise, of all matter which shall enter the 

4 mails in contravention of this chapter, or which shall be 

5 seized or detained for violation of law. Except as provided 

6 in section three hundred and sixty-five, any nonmailable 

7 matter which shall reach the office of delivery shall be held 

8 by the postmaster thereof subject to, or shall be disposed of 

9 in accordance with, the direction of the Postmaster-General. 

10 Sec. 364. The limit of weight of mail matter shall be 

11 not exceeding four pounds for each package thereof, except 

12 in case of single books weighing in excess of that amount, 

13 and except books and documents published or circulated by 

14 order of Congress, or printed or written official matter ema- 

15 nating from any of the departments or services of the Gov- 

16 eminent, or from the Smithsonian Institution. 

17 Sec. 365. If any matter otherwise mailable which is 

18 above the limit of weight as provided in the section last pre- 

19 ceding shall by inadvertence reach the office of delivery, the 

20 same shall be delivered in accordance with its address: Pro- 

21 vided, That the party addressed shall furnish the name and 

22 address of the sender to the postmaster at the office of de- 

23 livery, who shall immediately report the facts to* the Post- 
24 master-General. If the person addressed refuse to give the 
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Sec. 363. 

All letters, packets, or other matter which may be seized or detained for 
violation of law shall be returned to the owner or sender of the same, or 
otherwise disposed of as the Postmaster-General may direct. 

R. S., sec. 3895. 

* * * All matter declared nonmailable by section thirty-eight hundred 
and ninety-three of the Revised Statutes as amended, which shall reach the 
office of delivery, shall be held by the postmaster at the said office subject to the 
order of the Postmaster-General. 

1879, Mar. 3, ch. 180, Part 3, sec. 21, 1 Supp., 248. 



Secs. 364, 365. 

No package weighing more than four pounds shall be received for 
conveyance by mail, except books published or circulated by order of Congress. 
R. S., sec. 3879. 

* * * (The limit of weight of mail matter) is hereby declared to be not 
exceeding four pounds for each package thereof, except in case of single books 
weighing in excess of that amount, and except for books and documents 
published or circulated by order of Congress, or printed or written official 
matter emanating from any of the departments of the Government or from the 
Smithsonian Institution, or which is not declared nonmailable under the pro- 
visions of section thirty-eight hundred and ninety-three of the Revised Statutes 
as amended by the act of July twelfth, eighteen hundred and seventy-six, or 
matter appertaining to lotteries, gift concerns, or fraudulent schemes or devices. 

1896, June 8, ch. 370, 2 Supp., 507. 

* * * If any matter excluded from the mails by the preceding sec- 
tion (sec. 20) of this act, except that declared nonmailable by section thirty-eight 
hundred and ninety-three or the Revised Statutes as amended, shall, by inad- 
vertence, reach the office of destination, the same shall be delivered in accordance 
with its address: Provided, That the party addressed shall furnish the name 
and address of the sender to the postmaster at the office of delivery, who shall 
immediately report the facts to the Postmaster-General. If the person ad- 
dressed refuse to give the required information, the postmaster shall hold the 
package subject to the order of the Postmaster-General. 

1879, Mar. 3, ch. 180, Part 2, sec. 21, 1 Supp., 248. 
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1 required information, the postmaster shall hold the package 

2 subject to the order of the Postmaster-General. 

3 Sec. 366. Whenever, by appropriate proceedings for 

4 the issuance of a fraud order under this Act, any person or 

5 company is determined to be engaged in conducting: 

6 (a) Any lottery, gift enterprise, or similar scheme 

7 offering prizes dependent in whole or in part upon lot or 

8 chance, or scheme for the distribution of money or property 

9 of any kind by lot, chance, or drawing of any kind; or (b) 

10 any scheme, artifice, or device for obtaining money or prop- 

11 erty of any kind through the mails by means of false or 

12 fraudulent pretenses, representations, or promises, the Com- 

13 missioner of Postal Appeals may direct that all or any mail 

14 matter of whatsoever description addressed to or directed to 

15 such person or company or to the representative or agent 

16 of any such person or company, whether such agent or rep- 

17 resentative is acting as an individual or as a firm, bank, cor- 

18 poration, or association of any kind, shall be returned, under 

19 appropriate instructions from the assistant director of mail 

20 matter, to the postmaster at the post-office at which it was 

21 originally mailed, with the words "fraudulent addressee " 

22 plainly written or stamped upon the outside thereof, and by 

23 him returned to the sender thereof, or in case his name and 

24 address does not appear thereon, such mail matter shall be 

25 forwarded to the Division of Dead Letters for return to the 
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Sec. 366. 

The Postmaster-General may, upon evidence satisfactory to him that any 
person is engaged in conducting a fraudulent lottery, gift enterprise, or scheme 
for the distribution of money or of any real or personal property by lot, chance, 
or drawing of any kind, or in conducting any other scheme or device for obtain- 
ing money through the mails by means of false or fraudulent pretenses, repre- 
sentations, or promises, instruct postmasters at any post-office at which registered 
letters arrive directed to any such person to return all such registered letters to 
the postmasters at the offices at which they were originally mailed, with the 
word " Fraudulent " plainly written or stamped upon the outside of such letters; 
and all such letters so returned to such postmasters shall be by them returned 
to the writers thereof, under such regulations as the Postmaster-General may 
prescribe. But nothing contained in this title shall be so construed as to author- 
ize any postmaster or other person to open any letter not addressed to himself. 

R. S., sec. 3929. 

The Postmaster-General may, upon evidence satisfactory to him that any 
person is engaged in conducting any fraudulent lottery, gift enterprise, or 
scheme for the distribution of money, or of any real or personal property, 
by lot, chance, or drawing of any kind, or in conducting any other scheme or 
device for obtaining money through the mails by means of false or fraudulent 
pretenses, representations, or promises, forbid the payment, by any postmaster, 
to any such person of any postal money order drawn to his order or in his 
favor, and may provide by regulations for the return, to the remitter, of the 
sums named in such money orders. But this shall not authorize any person 
to open any letter not addressed to himself. 

K. S., sec. 4041. 

The Postmaster-General may, upon evidence satisfactory to him that any 
person or company is engaged in conducting any lottery, gift enterprise, or 
scheme for the distribution of money, or of any real or personal property, by 
lot, chance, or drawing of any kind, or that any person or company is conduct- 
ing any other scheme or device for obtaining money or property of any kind 
througn the mails by means of false or fraudulent pretenses, representations, 
or promises, instruct postmasters at any post-offices at which registered letters 
arrive directed to any such person or company, or to the agent or representative 
of any such person or company, whether such agent or representative is acting 
as an individual or as a firm, bank, corporation, or association of any kind, to 
return all such registered letters to the postmaster at the office at which they 
were originally maile.d, with the word " Fraudulent " plainly written or 
stamped upon the outside thereof; and all such letters so returned to such 
postmasters shall be by them returned to the writers thereof, under such regu- 
lations as the Postmaster-General may prescribe. But nothing contained in 
this section shall be so construed as to authorize any postmaster or other person 
to open any letter not addressed to himself. 

1890, Sept. 19, ch. 908, sec. 2, 1 Supp., 804. 

The Postmaster-General may, upon evidence satisfactory to him that any 
person or company is engaged in conducting any lottery, gift enterprise, or 
scheme for the distribution of money, or of any real or personal property by lot, 
chance, or drawing of any kind, or that any person or company is conducting any 
other scheme for obtaining money or property of any kind through the mails 
by means of false or fraudulent pretenses, representations, or promises, forbid 
the payment by any postmaster to said person or company of any postal money 
orders drawn to his or its order or in his or its favor or to the agent of any such 

Eerson or company, whether such agent is acting as an individual or as a firm, 
ank, corporation, or association of any kind, and may provide by regulation for 
the return to the remitters of the sums named in such money orders. But this 
shall not authorize any person to open any letter not addressed to himself. The 
public advertisement by such person or company so conducting any such lottery, 
gift enterprise, scheme, or device that remittances for the same may be made by 
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1 sender, under such regulations as may be prescribed. Noth- 

2 ing contained in this section shall be so construed as to au- 

3 thorize any postmaster or other person, other than the duly 

4 authorized officers and employees of the Division of Dead 

5 Letters, to open any letter not addressed to himself. 



6 Sec. 367. The public advertisement by any person or 

7 company conducting such lottery, gift enterprise, scheme, 

8 or device within the provisions of the last preceding section 

9 that remittances for or in connection with the same may be 

10 made by letters or other matter sent by mail to any other 

11 person, firm, bank, corporation, or association named 

12 therein, shall be deemed to be prima facie evidence of the 

13 existence of such agency on the part of all the parties named 

14 therein, but the existence of any such agency may be ascer- 

15 tained or determined, in any proceeding in which the same 

16 is an issue, in anv other lawful manner. 
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means of postal money orders to any other person, firm, bank, corporation^ or 
association named therein shall be held to be prima facie evidence of the exist- 
ence of said agency by all the parties named therein ; but the Postmaster-General 
shall not be precluded from ascertaining the existence of such agency in any 
other legal way. 

1890, Sept. 19, ch. 908, sec. 3, 1 Supp., 804. 

No letter, postal card, or circular concerning any lottery, so-called gift 
concern, or other similar enterprise offering prizes dependent upon lot or 
chance, or concerning schemes devised for the purpose oi obtaining money or 
property under false pretenses, and no list of the drawings at any lottery or 
similar scheme, and no lottery ticket or part thereof, and no check, draft, bill, 
money, postal note, or money order for the purchase of any ticket, tickets, or 
part thereof, or of any share or any chance in any such lottery or gift enter- 
prise, shall be carried in the mail or delivered at or through any post-office or 
branch thereof, or by any letter carrier; nor shall any pewspaper, circular, 
pamphlet, or publication of any kind containing any advertisement of any lot- 
tery or gift enterprise of any kind offering prizes dependent upon lot or chance, 
or containing any list of prizes awarded at the drawings of any such lottery 
or gift enterprise, whether said list is of any part or of all of the drawing, to 
be carried in the mail or delivered by any postmaster or letter carrier. Any 

Krson who shall knowingly deposit or cause to be deposited, or who shall 
owingly send or cause to be sent, anything to be conveyed or delivered by 
mail in violation of this section, or who shall knowingly cause to be delivered 
by mail anything herein forbidden to be carried by mail, shall be deemed guilty 
oi a misdemeanor, and on conviction shall be punished by a fine of not more 
than five hundred dollars or by imprisonment for not more than one year, or 
by both such fine and imprisonment for each offense. Any person violating 
any of the provisions of this section may be proceeded against by information 
or indictment and tried and punished, either in the district at which the unlaw- 
ful publication was mailed or to which it is carried by mail for delivery accord- 
ing to the direction thereon, or at which it is caused to be delivered by mail to 
the person to whom it is addressed. 

1890, Sept. 19, ch. 908, 1 Supp., 803. 

The powers conferred upon the Postaster-General by the statute of 
eighteen hundred and ninety, chapter nine hundred and eight, section two, are 
hereby extended and made applicable to all letters or other matters sent by 
mail. 

1895, Mar. 2, ch. 191, sec. 4, 2 Supp., 436. 

Sec. 367. 

The public advertisement by such person, or company so conducting such 
lottery, gift enterprise, scheme, or device, that remittances for the same may 
be made by registered letters to any other person, firm, bank, corporation, or 
association named therein shall be held to be prima facie evidence of the 
existence of said agency by all the parties named therein ; but the Postmaster- 
General shall not be precluded from ascertaining the existence of such agency in 
any other legal way satisfactory to himself. 

1890, Sept. 19, ch. 908, sec. 2, 1 Supp., 804. 
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1 Sec. 368. The Postmaster-General may, by letter of 

2 authorization under his hand, to be filed among the records 

3 of his department, empower any inspector or other officer of 

4 the Post-Office Department to make searches for mail matter 

5 transported in violation of law; and the inspector or officer so 

6 authorized may open and search any car or vehicle passing, 

7 or having lately before passed, from any place at which there 

8 is a post-office of the United States to any other such place, 

9 or any box, package, or packet being, or having lately be- 

10 fore been, in such car or vehicle, or any store or house, other 

11 than a dwelling house, used or occupied by any common car- 

12 rier or transportation company, in which such box or packet 

13 may be contained, whenever such inspector or officer has 

14 reason to believe that mailable matter, transported contrary 

15 to law, may therein be found. 

16 Sec. 369. The assistant director of mail matter may, 

17 upon evidence satisfactory to him that any person is using 

18 any fictitious, false, or assumed name, title, or address in 

19 conducting, promoting, or carrying on, or assisting therein, 

20 by means of the Post-Office Department or postal service, 

21 any business scheme or device in violation of the laws of the 

22 United States, instruct any postmaster at any post-office at 

23 which any mail matter addressed to such fictitious, false, or 

24 assumed name or address arrives to notify the party claiming 

25 or receiving such mail matter to appear at the post-office and 
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Sec. 368. 

The Postmaster-General may, by a letter of authorization under his hand, 
to be filed among the records of his department, empower any special agent or 
other officer of the Post-Office Establishment to make searches for mailable 
matter transported in violation of law ; and the agent or officer so authorized 
may open and search any car or vehicle passing, or having lately before passed, 
from any place at which there is a post-office or the United States to any other 
such place, or any box, package, or packet, being, or having lately before been 
in such car or vehicle, or any store or house, other than a dwelling house, used 
or occupied by any common carrier or transportation company, in which such 
box, package, or packet may be contained, whenever such agent or officer has 
reason to believe that mailable matter, transported contrary to law, may therein 
be found. 

R. S., sec. 4026. 



Sec. 369. 

(3) The Postmaster-General may, upon evidence satisfactory to him, that 
any person is using any fictitious, false, or assumed name, title, or address in 
conducting, promoting, or carrying on, or assisting therem, by means of the 
Post-Office Establishment of the United States, any business scheme or device 
in 'violation of the provisions of this act, instruct any postmaster at any post- 
office at which such letters, cards, or packets, addressed to such fictitious, false, 
or assumed name or address arrive to notify the party claiming or receiving such 
letters, cards, or packets to appear at the post-office and be identified; and if 
the party so notified fail to appear and be identified, or if it shall satisfactorily 
appear that such letters, cards, or packets are addressed to a fictitious, false, or 
assumed name or address, such letters, postal cards, or packages shall be for- 
warded to the dead-letter office as fictitious matter. 

(4) All matter the deposit of which in the mails is by this act made punish- 
able is nereby declared nonmailable ; but nothing in this act shall be so construed 
as to authorize any person other than an employee of the Dead-Letter Office, 
duly authorized thereto, to open any letter not addressed to himself. 

1889, Mar. 2, ch. 393, sees. 3, 4, 1 Supp., 695. 
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1 be identified; and if the party so notified fail to appear and 

2 be identified, or if it shall satisfactorily appear that such mail 

3 matter is addressed to a fictitious, false, or assumed name or 

4 address, such .mail matter shall be forwarded to the Division 

5 of Dead Letters as fictitious matter. 

6 Sec. 370. Whenever the assistant director of mail 

7 matter is satisfied that letters, postal cards, or packages sent 

8 in the mails are addressed to places not the residence or 

9 business address of the persons for whom they are intended, 

10 to enable such persons to escape identification, he may direct 

11 postmasters to deliver such mail matter only from the post- 
12 office upon identification of persons addressed. 
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Sec. 370. 

(5) Whenever the Postmaster-General is satisfied that letters or packets 
sent in the mails are addressed to places not the residence or business address 
of the persons for whom they are intended, to enable such persons to escape 
identification, he may direct postmasters to deliver such letters only from the 
post-office upon identification of persons addressed. 

1889, Mar. 2, ch. 393, sec. 5, 1 Supp., 695. 
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Chaptee Foub. 



POSTAGE. 



Sec. 
871. 
372. 
373. 
374. 
375. 
376. 



377. 

378. 
379. 
380. 

381. 

382. 
383. 
384, 

385. 
386. 

387. 



Postage to be prepaid. 

Rates of postage. 

Matter free of postage. 

Private mailing cards. 

Postage on Congressional Record. 

Mailing of third and fourth-class mat- 
ter in quantities of two thousand or 
more. 

Delivery of partly paid first-class mat- 

• ter. 

Return of third and fourth-class matter. 

Postage on irregular sea letters. 

Postage on foreign mail matter not cov- 
ered by convention. 

No matter to be delivered until postage 
paid. 

Postage on second-class matter. 

Samples of second-class matter. 

Delivery of second-class matter by rail- 
way mail clerks. 

Wrapping and securing mail matter. 

Examination of mail matter other than 
first class. 

Notice of refusal to receive second- 
class matter. 



Sec. 

388. Notices of change of address and dis- 

continuance to be paid for. 

389. Refund of overpaid postage* 

390. Postage on official matter. 

891. Official mail not transmissible unless 
mailable under general law. 

392. Officers entitled to the penalty privi- • 

lege. 

393. Return official envelopes for public 

business. 

394. Penalty privilege not applicable when 

allowance for postage provided. 
895. Postage on official matter addressed to 
Census Bureau. 

396. Partly paid matter addressed to execu- 

tive departments. 

397. Franking privilege for correspondence. 

398. Franking privilege for public docu- 

ments. 

399. Congressional Record. 

400. Seeds and agricultural reports. 

401. Reports of agricultural and mechanical 

colleges. 

402. Reports of agricultural experiment sta- 

tions. 



3 Sec. 371. Postage on all mail matter must be prepaid 

4 at the time of mailing, in the form, unless herein otherwise 

5 provided, of postage stamps affixed to each separately ad- 

6 dressed piece thereof. 

7 Sec. 372. Postage shall be paid at the following rates: 

8 First-class matter, two cents for each ounce or fraction 

9 thereof, except postal cards and private mailing cards, on 

10 which the postage shall be one cent each, and matter known 

11 as drop letters, deposited for local delivery at any post- 
12 office not having free city delivery, on which the postage 
13 shall be one cent for each ounce or fraction thereof. 
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Sec. 371. 

Postage on all mail matter must be prepaid by stamps at the time of mail- 
ing, unless herein otherwise provided for. 

R. S., sec. 3896. 

All mail matter of the third class must be prepaid in full in postage stamps 
at the office of mailing. 

R. S., sec. 8897. 



Sec. 372. 

Upon all matter of the first class, * * * postage shall be charged, 
* * * at the rate of two cents for each ounce or fraction thereof; and drop 
letters shall be mailed at the rate of two cents per ounce or fraction thereof, 
including delivery at letter carrier offices, and one cent for each ounce or frac- 
tion thereof where free delivery by carrier is not established. 

1885, Mar. 3, ch. 342, 1 Supp., 483. 

Letters commonly known as arop or local letters, delivered through the 
post-office or its carriers, shall be charged with postage at the rate of two cents 
where the system of free delivery is established, ana one cent where such sys- 
tem is not established, for each ounce or fraction thereof. 

R. S., sec. 3904. 

(a) Postal cards shall be transmitted through the mails at a postage 
charge of one cent each including the cost of manufacture. 

1879, Mar. 3, ch. 180, sec 9, 1 Supp., 246. 
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1 Second-class matter, (a) one copy to each actual sub- 

2 scriber residing in the county where the publication is printed 

3 in whole or part, when said copy is not distributed by city 

4 carriers, shall be free of postage. 

5 (b) Copies sent by the publisher from the office of 

6 publication or by news agents (first) to actual subscribers, 

7 (second) as bona fide exchanges with other publications 

8 admitted to the second class, (third) to advertisers in proof 

9 of publication of advertisements, (fourth) as samples under 

10 the provisions of section three hundred and eighty-three, 

11 (fifth) to authorized agents or solicitors, one cent per pound 

12 or fraction thereof. 

13 (c) Copies sent by news agents to actual subscribers 

14 thereto, or forward to another news agent, one cent per 

15 pound or fraction thereof. 

16 (d) Copies deposited by the publisher or by news 

17 agents at any city free delivery office for delivery by the 

18 letter carriers thereof, one cent per copy for newspapers, 

19 excepting weeklies, and periodicals not exceeding two ounces 

20 in weight, and two cents per copy for periodicals exceeding 

21 two ounces in weight. 

22 (e) Copies sent by others than the publisher or news 

23 agent, one cent per copy for each four ounces or fraction 

24 thereof. 
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On all mail matter which is wholly or partly in writing, except book 
manuscript and corrected proofs passing between authors and publishers, and 
local or drop letters; on all printed matter which is so marked as to convey 
any other or further information than is conveyed by the original print, except 
the correction of mere typographical errors; on all matter which is sent in viola- 
tion of law or the regulations of the department respecting inclosures; and on 
all matter to which no specific rate of postage is assigned, postage shall be 
charged at the rate of three cents for each half ounce or fraction thereof. 

K. S., sec. 3903. 

(c) The rate of postage on newspapers, excepting weeklies, periodicals 
not exceeding two ounces in weight, and circulars, when the same are deposited 
in a letter carrier office for delivery by the office or its carriers, shall be uniform 
at one cent each; but periodicals weighing more than two ounces shall be 
subject to a postage of two cents each, and these rates shall be prepaid by 
stamps. 

E. S., sec. 3872. 

The Postmaster-General may provide by regulations for carrying small 
newspapers, issued less frequently than once a week, in packages to one address, 
from a known office of publication to regular subscribers, at the rate of one 
cent for each four ounces or fraction thereof. 

R. S., sec. 3907. 

Persons known as regular dealers in newspapers and periodicals may 
receive and transmit by mail such quantities of either as they may require, 
and pav the postage thereon as received, at the same rates pro rata as regular 
subscribers to such publications who pay quarterly in advance. 

R. S., sec. 3908. 

On newspapers and other periodical publications, not exceeding four 
ounces in weight, sent from a known office of publication to regular subscribers, 
postage shall be charged at the following rates per quarter, namely: On 
publications issued less frequently than once a week, at the rate of one cent 
for each issue; issued once a week, five cents; and five cents additional for 
each issue more frequent than once a week. And an additional rate shall be 
charged for each additional four ounces or fraction thereof in weight. 

R. S., sec. 3905. 

All publications of the second class, except as provided in section 25 of said 
act (of March 3, 1879, ch. 180, 1 Supp., 249), when sent by the publisher there- 
of, and from the office of publication, including sample copies, or when sent 
from a news agency to actual subscribers thereto, or to other news agents, shall 
* * * be entitled to transmission through the mails at one cent a pound or 
a fraction thereof, such postage to be prepaid as now provided by law. 

1885, Mar.3, ch. 342, 1 Supp., 483. 

That publications of the second class, one copy to each actual subscriber 
residing in the county where the same are printed, in whole or in part, and 
published, shall go free through the mails ; but the same shall not be delivered 
at letter carrier offices, or distributed by carriers, unless postage is paid thereon 
at the rate prescribed in section thirteen of this act (the cent a peund rate) : 
Provided, That the rate of postage on newspapers, excepting weeklies, and 
periodicals not exceeding two ounces in weight, when the same are deposited 
in a letter carrier office for delivery by its carriers, shall be uniform at one cent 
each; periodicals weighing more than two ounces shall be subject, when de- 
livered by such carriers, to a postage of two cents each, and these rates shall be 
prepaid bv stamps affixed. 

1879/Mar. 3, ch. 180, sec. 25, 1 Supp., 249; see R. S., sec. 3907. 

The rate of postage on newspaper and periodical publications of the second 
class, when sent by otners than the publisher or news agent, shall be one cent 
for each four ounces or fractional part thereof, and shall be fully prepaid by 
postage stamps affixed to said matter. 

1884, June 9, ch. 73, 1 Supp., 438. 

On mailable matter of the third class, except as herein stated, postage shall 
be charged at the rate of one cent for each two ounces or fraction thereof Dou- 
ble these rates shall be charged for books, samples of metals, ores, minerals, and 
merchandise. 

R. S., sec. 3910. 
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1 Third-class matter, one cent for each two ounces or 

2 fraction thereof. 

3 Fourth-class matter, one cent for each ounce or fraction 

4 thereof, 

5 Sec. 373. The following mail matter shall, under such 

6 regulations as may be prescribed, be transmitted free of 

7 postage: 

8 First. Books, pamphlets, and other reading matter in 

9 point-print, indented, raised, or perforated characters, which 

10 can be read by the blind, not being or containing advertising 

11 matter of any kind, in single volumes, not exceeding ten 

12 pounds in weight, or in packages not exceeding four pounds 

13 in weight, when sent unsealed by any public institution for 

14 the blind, or any public library as a loan to blind readers, or 

15 when returned by the latter to such institution or library. 

16 Second. Duly certified letters of soldiers, sailors, and 

17 marines in the service of the United States. 

18 Sec. 374. Under such regulations as may be prescribed 

19 there may be transmitted in the mails at the postage rate of 

20 one cent each prepaid by postage stamp affixed cards, to be 

21 known as private mailing cards, of approximately the same 

22 quality, form, size, and weight as postal cards, but not ex- 

23 ceeding the dimensions fixed by the convention of the Uni- 

24 versal Postal Union, bearing short messages or communica- 

25 tions openly written or printed thereon. 

i 
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The postage on seeds, cuttings, bulbs, roots, scions, and plants shall be 
charged at the rate of one cent for each two ounces or fraction thereof, subject 
in all other respects to the existing law. 

1888, July 24, ch. 702, 25 Stat. L., 847. 

All matter of the fourth class shall be subject to examination and to a post- 
age charge at the rate of one cent an ounce or fraction thereof, to be prepaid by 
stamps affixed. 

1879, Mar. 8, ch. 180, part 1, sec. 21, 1 Supp., 248. 



Sec. 878. 

Books, pamphlets, and other reading matter in raised characters for the 
use of the blind, whether prepared by hand or printed, in single volumes, not 
exceeding ten pounds in weight, or in packages not. exceeding four pounds in 
weight, and containing no advertising or other matter whatever, unsealed, and 
when sent by public institutions for the blind, or by any public libraries, as a 
loan to blind readers, or when returned by the latter to such institutions or pub- 
lic libraries, shall be transmitted in the United States mails free of postage, and 
under such regulations as the Postmaster-General may prescribe. 

1904, Apr. 27, ch. 1612, 83 Stat. L., 313. 

The Postmaster-General may provide by regulations for transmitting 
unpaid and duly certified letters of soldiers, sailors, and marines in the service 
of the United States to their destination. 

B. &, sec. 3902. 



Sbc. 374. 

It shall be unlawful to transmit by mail, at the postage rate of a cent 
apiece, payable by stamps to be affixed oy the sender, and under such regula- 
tions as the Postmaster-General may prescribe, written messages on private 
mailing cards, such cards to be sent openly in the mails, to be no larger than 
the size fixed by the convention of the Universal Postal Union, and to be 
approximately of the same form, quality, and weight as the stamped postal card 
now in general use in the United States. 

1898, May 19, ch. 347, 2 Supp., 76flL 
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1 Sec. 375. The postage on each copy of the daily Con- 

2 gressional Record mailed from the city of Washington as 

3 transient matter shall be one cent. 

4 Sec. 376. Under such regulations as may be prescribed 

5 for the purpose, not less than two thousand identical pieces of 

6 third or fourth class matter, mailed by the same person as one 

7 transaction, and the postage whereon, at the rate for each 

8 piece, shall have been fully prepaid, may be accepted for 

9 transmission without postage stamps affixed. 

10 Sec. 377. All mail matter of the first class upon which 

11 first-class postage for the minimum weight has been prepaid 

12 shall be forwarded to its destination, charged with the defi- 

13 cient postage due, to be collected on delivery, and post- 
14 masters, before delivery, shall cause to be affixed to such 

15 matter and canceled in the usual manner postage-due stamps 

16 for the amount of such deficient postage. 

17 Sec. 378. When any mail matter of the third or fourth 

18 class not called for by or deliverable to the party addressed is 

19 of obvious value the sender, if known, shall be given, by card 

20 notice, charged by postage-due stamp or otherwise with one 

21 cent postage to be collected on delivery, an opportunity to 

22 prepay the postage necessary for, and to direct, the return of 

23 such matter to him, or to accept delivery to himself or upon 

24 his order at the office where such matter is held. 
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Sec. 375. 

The postage on each copy of the daily Congressional Record mailed from 
the city of Washington as transient matter shall be one cent. 

1874, June 23, ch. 456, sec. 13, 1 Supp., 45. 

The Congressional Record, or any part thereof, or speeches or reports 
therein contained, shall, under the frank of a Member of Congress, or Delegate, 
. to be written by himselr, be carried in the mail free of postage, under such regu- 
lations as the Postmaster-General may prescribe. 

1875, Mar. 3, ch. 128, sec. 5, 1 Supp., 70. 
Sec. 376. 

Under such regulations as the Postmaster-General may establish for the 
collection of the lawful revenue and for facilitating the handling of such 
matter in the mails it shall be lawful to accept for transmission in the mails 

Siantities of not less than two thousand identical pieces of third or fourth 
ass matter, without postage stamps affixed: Provided* That postage shall 
be fully prepaid thereon at the rate required by law for a single piece of 
such matter. 

1904, Apr. 28, ch. 1759, 33 Stat L., 440. 



Sec. 377. 

All mail matter deposited for mailing on which one full rate of postage 
has been paid as required by law, shall be forwarded to its destination, 
charged with any portion of the proper postage which may be unpaid, to be 
collected on delivery. But if any mail matter, on which by law tne postage 
is required to be prepaid at the mailing office, shall by inadvertence reach its 
destination without any prepayment, double the prepaid rates shall be charged 
and collected on delivery. 

R. S., sec. 3898. 

That all matter of the first class upon which one full rate of postage has 
been prepaid shall be forwarded to its destination, charged with the unpaid 
rate, to be collected on delivery; but postmasters before delivering the same, 
or any article of mail matter upon which prepayment in full has not been made, 
shall affix, or cause to be affixed, and canceled, as ordinary stamps are can- 
ceded, one or more stamps equivalent in value to the amount of postage due on 
such article of mail matter, which stamps shall be of such special design and 
denomination as the Postmaster-General may prescribe, and which shall. in no 
case be sold by any postmaster nor received by him in prepayment of postage. 

1879, Mar. 3, ch. 180, 20 Stat. L., 361, sec. 26. 

Sec. 378. 

That third and fourth class mail matter shall not be remailed to sender 
until the proper postage has been fully prepaid on the same: Provided, That 
in all cases when undelivered mail matter of the third and fourth class is of 
obvious value, the sender, if known, shall be given the opportunity of prepay- 
ing the return postage or accepting delivery to himself or upon his order at 
the office where it is held upon the payment of one cent postage for each card 
notice given him under such regulations as the Postmaster-General may 
prescribe. 

1903, Mar. 8, ch. 1009, 32 Stat. L., 1176. 
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1 Sec. 379. All letters conveyed by vessels not regularly 

2 employed in carrying the mails shall, if for delivery within 

3 the United States, be charged with double postage to cover 

4 the fee paid to the vessel. 

5 Sec. 380. The rate of United States postage on mail 

6 matter sent to or received from foreign countries with which 

7 different rates have not been established by postal convention 

8 or other arrangement when forwarded by vessels regularly 

9 employed in transporting the mail shall be ten cents for each 

10 half ounce or fraction thereof on first class matter unless re- 

11 duced by order of the Postmaster-General, two cents each on 

12 newspapers weighing less than eight ounces, and two cents 

13 for each additional four ounces or fraction thereof, and not ex- 

14 ceeding two cents for each two ounces or fraction thereof on 

15 third class matter and periodicals other than newspapers, 

16 which postage shall be prepaid on matter sent and collected 

17 on matter received. 

18 Sec. 381. No mail matter shall be delivered until the 

19 postage due thereon has been paid. 

20 Sec. 382. Postage on second-class mail matter shall be 

21 collected in money and accounted for under such regulations 

22 as the Postmaster-General shall prescribe, except that post- 
23 age chargeable on second-class matter sent by other than 

24 the publisher or news agent under clause (e) of section 

25 three hundred and seventy-two shall be fully prepaid by 

26 postage stamps affixed to each piece thereof. 
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Sec. 379. 

All letters conveyed by vessels not regularly employed in carrying the mail 
shall, if for delivery within the United States, be charged with double postage, 
to cover the fee paid to the vessel. 

E. S., sec. 3913. 



Sec. 380. 

The rate of United States postage on mail matter sent to or received from 
foreign countries with which different rates have not been established by postal 
convention or other arrangement, when forwarded by vessels regularly em- 
ployed in transporting the mail, shall be ten cents for each half ounce or frac- 
tion thereof on letters, unless reduced by order of the Postmaster-General ; two 
cents each on newspapers, and not exceeding two cents per each two ounces, or 
fraction thereof, on pamphlets, periodicals, books, and other printed matter, 
which postage shall be prepaid on matter sent and collected on matter received ; 
and to avoid loss to the United States in the payment of balances, the Post- 
master-General may collect the unpaid postage on letters from foreign coun- 
tries in coin or its equivalent. 

E. S., sec. 3912. 



Sec. 381. 

IS o matter shall be delivered until postage due thereon has been paid. 

E. S., sec. 3900. 

Sec. 382. 

* * * Postage on second-class matter mailed shall be collected and 
accounted for under such regulations as the Postmaster-General may prescribe. 
1898, June 13, ch. 446, 2 Supp., 778; see R. S., sees. 3884, 8906. 
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1 Sec. 383. During each calendar year, or any portion 

2 thereof, the publisher of any newspaper or periodical 

3 admitted as second-class matter may mail, at the respective 

4 rates provided in clauses (b) and (d) of section three hun- 

5 dred and seventy-two for second-class matter, sample copies 

6 not to exceed ten per centum of the total number of copies 

7 mailed by him during the same period to actual subscribers 

8 and news dealers. Samples within the limit prescribed may 

9 be mailed, at the election of the publisher, with one or more 

10 or all of the issues of the publication: Provided, That the 

11 aggregate number thereof mailed in any year up to and 

12 including any date shall not exceed ten per centum of the 

13 total number of subscribed and news agents' copies mailed 

14 in that year up to and including that date, 

15 Sec. 384. The Postmaster-General may provide by 

16 regulation for the receipt by clerks of the Railway Mail Serv- 

17 ice from publishers or news agents and the delivery as di- 

18 rected, if called for at the mail car or steamer, of packages of 

19 second-class matter not received from, or intended for deliv- 

20 ery at, any post-office. 

21 Sec. 385. The Postmaster-General may prescribe by 

22 regulation the manner of wrapping and securing for the mails 

23 of packages of mail matter not charged with first-class post- 
24 age, iso that the contents of such packages may be easily 
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Sec. 384. 

The Postmaster-General may provide by order the terms upon which 
railway postal clerks may receive from publishers or any news agents in 
charge thereof, and deliver the same as directed, if presented and called for at 
the mail car or steamer, packages of newspapers and other periodicals not 
received from or intended for delivery at any post-office. 

R. S., sec. 3889. 



Sec. 385. 

The Postmaster-General may prescribe by regulation the manner of 
wrapping and securing for the mails all matter not charged with letter 
postage, so that it may be conveniently examined by postmasters, and if not 
so wrapped and secured, it shall be subject to letter postage. 

R. S., sec. 3881. 

The Postmaster-General may prescribe by regulation the manner of 
wrapping and securing for the mails all packages of matter not charged 
with first-class postage, so that the contents of such packages may be easily 
examined; and no package the contents of which can not be easily examined 
shall pass in the mails or be delivered at a less rate than for matter of the 
first class. 

1879, Mar. 3, ch. 180, sec. 24, 1 Supp., 249. 
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1 examined. Any package which is sealed or the contents 

2 of which can not be easily examined shall be deemed to be 

3 matter of the first class, and so charged. 

4 Sec. 386. The postmaster at the office of delivery may 

5 remove the wrapper or envelope from any mail matter not 

6 sealed and purporting to be other than first-class matter 

7 when he can do so without destroying such matter, wrapper, 

8 or envelope, for the purpose of ascertaining whether there 

9 is anything upon or connected with such matter which 

10 would require the charging of a higher rate of postage than 

11 that paid thereon. 

12 Sec. 387. The postmaster shall, by card to be charged 

13 by postage-due stamp, or otherwise, with pne cent postage 

14 to be collected on delivery, notify the publisher of any pub- 

15 lication admitted to the second class whenever any person 

16 to whom such publication shall have been mailed as to 

17 a subscriber shall refuse to take the same from the post-office 

18 or neglect to call for it for a period of one month. 

19 Sec. 388. All notices of change of address or removal 

20 of the addressee of any second-class matter or of directions 

21 to discontinue the same which it may become necessary for 

22 any postmaster to send to the publisher or mailer of any 

23 second-class matter shall be charged by postage-due stamp 

24 or otherwise with postage at the regular rates, to be collected 

25 on deliverv. 
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Sec. 886. 

Postmasters at the office of delivery may remove the wrapj>ers and envel- 
opes from mail matter not charged with letter postage, when it can be done 
without destroying them, for the purpose of ascertaining whether there is upon 
or connected with any such matter anything which* would authorize or require 
the charge of a higher rate of postage thereon. 

E. §., sec 



Sbo.387. 

Postmasters shall notify the publisher of any newspaper or other periodi- 
cal when any subscriber shall refuse to take the same from the office or neglect 
to call for it for the period of one month. 

R. S., sec. 3885. 
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1 Sec. 389. Whenever it shall be shown to the satis- 

2 faction of the Postmaster-General that postage has been 

3 paid on any mail matter for which service has not been 

4 rendered or that postage has been paid in excess of the 

5 lawful rate he may, in his discretion, authorize the post- 

6 master at the office where such postage was paid to refund 

7 the proper amount out of the postal receipts in his possession. 

8 Sec. 390. All mail matter of whatever class relating 

9 exclusively to the business of the Government of the United 

10 States and deposited in the mail in the course of such official 

11 business by direction of the President, the head of any execu- 

12 tive department, or of any bureau, office, branch, or division 

13 thereof, or by any officer of the same, or by any officer, office, 

14 institution, or person embraced in section three hundred and 

15 ninety-two, shall be transmitted through the mails free of 

16 postage: Provided, That every letter or other piece of such 

17 matter to entitle it to pass free shall bear upon the envelope 

18 or wrapper thereof over the words "Official business" an in- 

19 dorsement showing also the name of the department, and if 

20 from a bureau, or office, or officer, the names of the depart- 

21 ment and bureau, or office, or officer, as the case may be, 

22 whence or by whom transmitted, with a statement of the pen- 

23 alty for the unauthorized use of the same. The privilege of 

24 such free transmission shall be known as the penalty privilege 

25 and matter so transmitted shall be known as penalty matter. 

Digitized by 



Google 



375 

Sec. 389. 

Hereafter whenever it shall be shown to the satisfaction of the Postmaster- 
General that any postage is paid on any mail matter for which service is not 
rendered, or is collecteain excess of the lawful rate, he may, in his discretion, 
authorize the postmaster at the office where paid to refund the proper amount 
out of the postal receipts in the possession of the postmaster. 

1905, Mar. 3, ch. 1480, 33 Stat. L., 1091. 
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1 And if any person shall make use of any such official envel- 

2 ope, label, or indorsement to avoid the payment of postage 

3 or registry fee on his private letter, packet, package, or 

4 other matter in the mail, the person so offending shall be 

5 deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and subject to a fine of 

6 three hundred dollars, to be prosecuted in any court of com- 

7 petent jurisdiction. 

8 Sec. 391- No article, package, or other matter, except 

9 postage stamps, stamped envelopes, newspaper wrappers, 

10 postal cards, and internal-revenue stamps, shall be admitted 

11 to the mails under a penalty privilege unless such article, 

12 package, or other matter shall be entitled to admission to 

13 the mails under law requiring payment of postage. 

14 Sec. 392. The provisions of section three hundred and 

15 ninety shall extend and be applicable to all official mail mat- 

16 ter relating exclusively to the business of the Government of 

17 the United States, and deposited in the mails in the course of 

18 such official business by direction of: 

19 (a) The Chief Justice of the United States, the Asso- 

20 ciate Justices of the Supreme Court of the United States, 

21 and all other judges holding commission under the United 

22 States. 

23 (b) The Clerk of the Supreme Court of the United 

24 States and the clerks of all other courts of the United States. 

25 (c) The Public Printer. 
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Sec. 391. 

No article, package, or other matter, except postage stamps, stamped 
envelopes, newspaper wrappers, postal cards, and internal-revenue stamps, snail 
be admitted to the mails under a penalty privilege unless such article, package, 
or other matter, except postage stamps, stamped envelopes, newspaper wrap- 
pers, postal cards, and internal-revenue stamps, shall be entitled to admission to 
the mails under law requiring payment of postage. 

1906, June 26, ch. 3546, 34 Stat. L., 477. 



Sec. 392. 

The Vice-President, Senators, Representatives, and Delegates in Congress, 
the Secretary of the Senate, and Clerk of the House of Representatives may 
send and receive through the mail (free) all public documents printed by order 
of Congress ; and the name of the Vice-President, Senator, Representative, Dele- 
gate, Secretary of the Senate, and Clerk of the House shall be written thereon, 
with the proper designation of the office he holds ; and the provisions of this 
section shall apply to each of the persons named therein until the first day of 
December following the expiration of their respective terms of office. 

1895, Jan. 12, ch. 23, sec. 85, 2 Supp., 362. 

The Vice-President, Members, and Members-elect of and Delegates and 
Delegates-elect to Congress shall have the privilege of sending free through the 
mails, and under their frank, any mail matter* to any government official or to 
any person, correspondence, not exceeding two ounces in weight, upon official 
or departmental business. 

1898, June 13, ch. 446, 2 Supp., 778. 

The Vice-President, Members, and Members-elect of and Delegates and 
Delegates-elect to Congress shall have the privilege of sending free through the 
mails, and under their frank, any mail matter to any government official or to 
any person correspondence not exceeding four ounces in weight, upon official 
or departmental business. 

1904, Apr. 28, ch. 1759, 33 Stat. L., 441. 

One copy of (each of the annual reports required by law to be made to the 
Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary of Agriculture, bv such colleges as 
are or may hereafter be established for the benefit of agriculture and the me- 
chanic arts in the several States and Territories under the provisions of the act 
of July 2, 1862, entitled "An act donating public lands to the several States 
and Territories which may provide colleges for the benefit of agriculture and 
the mechanic arts," and the acts amendatory thereof) * * * shall be trans- 

64275—08 48 
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1 (d) The .National Home for Disabled Volunteer Sol- 

2 diers, the Smithsonian Institution, the Bureau of American 

3 Republics, established in Washington by recommendation of 

4 the International American Conference, representing the In- 

5 ternational Union of American Republics. 

6 (e) Agents for the payment of pensions. 
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mitted by mail free, by each, to all the other colleges which may be endowed 
under the provisions of this act (of July 2, 1802), and also one copy to the 
Secretary of the Interior (and the Secretary of Agriculture). 

1862, July 2, ch. 130, sec. 5, 12 St. L., 503; 1890, Aug. 30, ch. 841, sec. 3, 1 
Supp., 799; see 1866, Julv 23, ch. 209, 14 St. L., 208. 

It shall be lawful (for all officers of the United States Government^ not 
including Members of Congress, and the Smithsonian Institution, the National 
Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, and the Bureau of the American Re- 
publics, established in Washington) to transmit through the mail free of post- 
age, any letters, packages, or other matters relating exclusively to the business 
of the Government of the United States (or or such institution, home, or 
bureau) ; Provided, That everv such letter or package to entitle it to pass free 
shall bear over the words " Official business " an indorsement showing also the 
name of the department, and if from a bureau or office (or officer), the name of 
the department and bureau or office (or officer), as the case may be, whence 
transmitted (with a statement of the penalty for their misuse). And if any 
person shall make use of any such official envelope to avoid the payment of 
postage on his private letter, package, or other matter in the mail, the person so 
offending shall De deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and subject to a fine of three 
hundred dollars, to be prosecuted in any court of competent jurisdiction. 

1877, Mar. 3, ch. 103, sec. 5, 1 Supp., 135; see also 1884, July 5, ch. 234, sec. 
3, 1 Supp., 467: 1886, July 2, ch. 611, 1 Supp., 500; 1894, Aug. 18, ch. 301, 2 
Supp., 257; 1897, Feb. 20, ch. 268, 2 Supp.. 558. 

Provided, That the provisions of the (7) fifth and sixth sections of the act 
entitled " an Act establishing post routes, and for other purposes," approved 
March 3, 1877, for the transmission of official mail matter be, and they are hereby, 
extended and made applicable to all official mail matter of the Bureau of the 
American Republics, established in Washington by recommendation of the Inter- 
national American Conference representing the International Union of Ameri- 
can Republics. 

1897, Feb. 20, Supp. 2, p. 558, ch. 268, part 4. 

The franking privilege, as the same is regulated by law, shall extend to 
Hawaii. 

It shall be lawful for the Public Printer to print and deliver, upon the 
order of any Senator, Representative, or Delegate, extracts from the Congres- 
sional Record, the person ordering the same paying the cost thereof; and docu- 
ments and reports of committees, with the evidence and papers submitted there- 
with, or any part thereof ordered to be printed by Congress, may be reprinted 
by the Public Printer on anv order of any Member of Congress or Delegate, on 
prepayment of cost thereof. 

The Public Printer may furnish without cost to Senators, Members, and 
Delegates envelopes ready for mailing the Congressional Record or any part 
thereof, or speeches or reports therein contained. Envelopes so furnished shall 
contain in the upper lett-hand corner thereof the following words, to wit: 
44 Senate, United States (or House of Representatives, United States). Part of 
Congressional Record, free," and in the upper right-hand corner, the letters 
44 U. S. S."or"M.C." 

But he shall not print any other words thereon except at th<> personal 
expense of the Senator, Member or Delegate ordering the same, except to affix 
the official title of the document. 

He may also furnish without cost to Senators, Members and Delegates 
blank franks for public documents. 

Franks so furnished shall contain in the upper left-hand corner thereof 
the following words, to wit: "Public Document, Free." "United States 
Senate (or House of Representatives)", and in the upper right-hand corner the 
letters "U.S. S."or"M. C." 

1875, Mar. 3, ch. 109, par. 3, 1 Supp., R. S., 71. 

Bulletins or reports (of progress, one copy to each newspaper in the State 
or Territory in which the colleges hereafter referred to are located, and to such 
individuals actually engaged in farming as may request the same), and the 
annual reports (required by law to be published by the agricultural experiment 
stations established under the provisions of the act of March 2, 1887, entitled 
"An act to establish agricultural experiment stations in connection with the 
colleges established in the various States and Territories under the provisions 
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1 Sec, 393. Any department or officer authorized to use 

2 the penalty privilege may inclose penalty envelopes or 

3 double postal cards with return address to any person or 

4 persons from or through whom official information is de- 

5 sired, the same to be used only to cover such information 

6 and indorsements relating thereto. 

7 Sec. 394. The provisions of sections three hundred 

8 and ninet} 7 , three hundred and ninety-two, and three hun- 

9 dred and ninety-three shall not extend or apply to officers 

10 who receive a fixed allowance as compensation for their 

11 services, including expenses of postage. 

12 Sec. 395. All mail matter of whatever class, relative 

13 to the census and addressed to the Census Office, the Di- 

14 rector of the Census, assistant director, chief clerk, super- 

15 visors, enumerators, or special agents, and indorsed 
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of an act approved July 2, 1862, and the acts supplementary thereto " for the 
benefit of agriculture and the mechanic arts) (of said stations) shall be trans- 
mitted in the mails of the United States free of charge for postage, under such 
regulations as the Postmaster-General may from time to time prescribe. 

1887, Mar. 2, ch. 314, sec. 4, 1 Supp., 551. 

Seeds transmitted by the Commissioner (Secretary) of Agriculture, or by 
any Member of Congress or Delegate receiving seeds for distribution from 
said department, together with agricultural reports emanating from that 
department, and so transmitted, shall, under such regulations as the Post- 
master-General shall prescribe, pass through the mails free of charge. And 
the provisions of this section shall apply to ex-Members of Congress and 
ex-Delegates for the period of nine months after the expiration of their terms 
as Members and Delegates. 

1875, Mar. 3, ch. 128, sec. 7, 1 Supp., 70, 18 Stat. L., 343. 

The Congressional Record, or any part thereof, or speeches or reports 
therein contained, shall, under tne frank of a Member of Congress, or Delegate, 
to be written bv himself, be carried in the mail free of postage, under such 
regulations as the Postmaster-General may prescribe. 

1875, Mar. 3, ch. 128, sec. 5, 1 Supp., 70. 

All mail matter sent by post by Ida S. McKinley, widow of the late 
William McKinley, under her written autograph signature, will be conveyed 
free of postage during her natural life. 

1902, Jan. 22, ch. 4, 32 Stat L., 1237. 

All mail matter carried by post to Lucretia R. Garfield, widow of the late 
James A. Garfield, or sent by her, under her written autograph signature, 
will be conveyed free of postage during her natural life. 

1881, Dec. 20, ch. 1, 22 Stat. L., 1. 

Sec. 393. 
* * * Any department or officer authorized to use the penalty en- 
velopes may enclose them with return address to any person or persons from 
or through whom official information is desired, the same to be used only to 
cover such official information and indorsements relating thereto : * * * 

* * * This act shall not extend or apply to * * * officers who 
receive a fixed allowance as compensation for their services, including expenses 
of postage. * * * 

1884, July 5, ch. 234, sec. 3, 1 Supp., 468. 



Sec. 395. 

All mail matter of whatever class relative to the census and addressed to 
the Census Office, the Director of the Census, assistant director, chief clerk, 
supervisors, enumerators ? or special agents, and indorsed "Official business, 
Department of the Interior, Census Office," shall be transmitted free of post- 
age, * * * and so marked : Provided, That if any person shall make use of 
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1 "Official business. Department of the Interior, Census 

2 Office," shall be transmitted free of postage: Provided, 

3 That if any person shall make use of such indorsement to 

4 avoid the payment of postage on his or her private letter, 

5 package, or other matter in the mails, the person so offending 

6 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and subject to a fine of 

7 three hundred dollars, to be prosecuted in any court of 

8 competent jurisdiction. 

9 Sec. 396. Any part-paid letter or packet addressed to 

10 any of the executive departments or the bureaus or offices 

11 thereof or to the Public Printer may be delivered free; but 

12 where there is good reason to believe the omission to pre- 

13 pay the full postage thereon was intentional, such letter or 

14 packet shall be returned to the sender, 

15 Sec. 397. The Vice-President, Senators, Representa- 

16 tives, and Territorial Delegates and resident commissioners, 

17 and the Secretary of the Senate, and the Clerk of the House 

18 of Representatives may send through the mails free of postage 

19 any mail matter to any government official or to any person 

20 correspondence not exceeding four ounces in weight upon 

21 official or departmental business: Provided, That the name 

22 of the sender shall be written or printed on the envelope, 

23 wrapper, or covering thereof with the proper designation of 

24 his office or official title. The provisions of this section shall 
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such indorsement to avoid the payment of postage * * * on his or her 
private letter, package, or other matter in the mail, the person so offending shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor and subject to a fine of three hundred dollars, to be 
prosecuted in any court of competent jurisdiction. 
1899, Mar. 3, ch. 419, sec 27, 2 Supp., 986. 



Sec. 396. 

* * * Any part-paid letter or packet addressed to either of said depart- 
ments or bureaus (the executive departments or bureaus thereof and Public 
Printer) may be delivered free ; but where there is good reason to believe the 
omission to prepay the full postage thereon was intentional, such letter or 
packet shall fee returned to the sender. 

1884, July 5, ch. 234, sec. 3, 1 Supp., 468. 
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1 apply to each of the persons named herein, except the Secre- 

2 tary of the Senate and the Clerk of the House of Representa- 

3 tives, from the beginning of the term for which they are 

4 elected until the exipration thereof. 

5 Sec. 398. The Vice-President, Senators, Representa- 

6 tives, Territorial Delegates, and resident commissioners, and 

7 the Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk of the House of 

8 Representatives may send through the mails free of postage 

9 all public documents, reports, or publications printed by 

10 order of Congress, or either house thereof, or by any execu- 

11 tive department, bureau, or independent office of the Govern- 

12 ment, or by the Smithsonian Institution, or the International 

13 Bureau of American Republics: Provided, That the name 

14 of the sender shall be written or printed on the wrapper or 

15 cover thereof, with the proper designation of his office or ' 

16 official title; and the provisions of this section shall apply 

17 to each of the persons named herein, from the beginning of 

18 the term for which they are elected until the first Monday 

19 of December following the expiration thereof, 

20 Sec. 399. The Congressional Record, or any part 

21 thereof, or speeches or reports therein contained, shall, under 

22 the frank of a Member of Congress, or Delegate, written or 

23 printed, as in the last section provided, be transmitted 
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1 through the mails free of postage, under such regulations as 

2 the Postmaster-General may prescribe. 

3 Seo. 400. Seeds transmitted by the Secretary of Agri- 

4 culture, or by the Vice-President, or by any Senator, Rep- 

5 resentative, Territorial Delegate, resident commissioner of 

6 the insular possessions of the United States receiving seeds 

7 for distribution from said department, together with agricul- 

8 tural reports emanating from that department and so 

9 transmitted, shall, under such regulations as the Postmaster- 

10 General shall prescribe, pass through the mails free of 

11 postage. And the provisions of this section shall apply to 

12 each of the persons named herein, except the Secretary of 

13 Agriculture, from the beginning of the term for which they 

14 are respectively elected until the first Monday of December 

15 following the expiration thereof for the period of nine months 

16 after the expiration of their terms as Members and Delegates. 

17 Sec. 401. One copy of each of the annual reports 

18 required by law to be made to the Secretary of the Interior 

19 and the Secretary of Agriculture, by each of such colleges 

20 as are or may hereafter be established under the provisions 

21 of the Act of July second, eighteen hundred and sixty-two, 

22 entitled "An Act donating public lands to the several States 

23 and Territories which may provide colleges for the benefit 

24 of agriculture and the mechanics arts," and the Acts amend- 

25 atory thereof, shall be transmitted by mail free of postage, 
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1 under such regulations as the Postmaster-General may from 

2 time to time prescribe, .to each of the other colleges which 

3 may be endowed under the provisions of said Act, to the 

4 Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary of Agriculture. 

5 Sec. 402. Bulletins or reports of progress published by 

6 agricultural experiment stations established under the pro- 

7 visions of the Act of March second, eighteen hundred and 

8 eighty-seven, chapter three hundred and fourteen, erne copy 

9 to each newspaper in the States or Territories in which they 

10 are respectively located and to such individuals actually en- 

11 gaged in farming as may request the same, and the annual 

12 reports of said stations shall be transmitted through the mails 

13 free of postage under such regulations as the Postmaster- 

14 General may from time to time prescribe. 
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1 Chapter Five. 

2 postage stamps, cards, and envelopes. 



See. 

406. Postage stamps, cards, and envelopes. 

404. Addresses upon postal cards. 

405. Stamps to be evidence of prepayment 

of postage. 

406. Form and design of postage stamps. 

407. Improvements in postage stamps and 

envelopes. 



Sec. 

408. Sale of stamped paper at post-offices. 

409. Postage-due stamps. 

410. Unlawful use of. 

411. Stamped envelopes not to contain ad- 

vertisements. 

412. Postage stamps to be canceled. 



3 Sec. 403. The Postmaster-General shall cause to he 

4 prepared and provided for sale to the puhlic : 

5 (a) Adhesive postage stamps of suitahle denominations, 

6 which when attached to mail matter shall be evidence of the 

7 prepayment of postage thereon. % 

8 (b) Postal cards, impressed with postage stamps of the 

9 proper denomination, and manufactured of good stiff paper 

10 of such quality, form, size, and weight as he may deem best 

11 adapted to facilitate the transmission of short messages or 

12 communications. 

13 Cards designed for transmission in the domestic mails 

14 shall be impressed with a one-cent stamp and sold for one 

15 cent each. Cards designed for transmission in the mails ex- 

16 changed with foreign countries under the provisions of the 

17 Universal Postal Union Convention shall be impressed with a 

18 two-cent stamp and be sold for two cents each. 
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Sec. 403. 

The Postmaster-General shall prepare postage stamps of suitable denomi- 
nations which, when attached to mail matter, shall be evidence of the payment 
of the postage thereon. 

K. S., sec. 3914. 

To facilitate letter correspondence, and to provide for the transmission in 
the mails, at a reduced rate of postage, of messages, orders, notices, and other 
short communications, either printed or written in pencil or ink, the Postmaster- 
General is authorized and directed to furnish and issue to the public, with 
postage stamps impressed upon them, " postal cards," manufactured oi good 
stiff paper, of such quality, form, and size as he shall deem best adapted for 
general use; which cards shall be used as a means of postal intercourse, under 
rules and regulations to be prescribed by the Postmaster-General, and when so 
used shall be transmitted through the mails at a postage charge of one cent each, 
including the cost of their manufacture. 

R. S., sec. 3916. 

That the Postmaster-General is hereby authorized to take the necessary 
steps to introduce and furnish for public use a letter-sheet envelope, on which 
postage stamps of the denominations now in use on ordinary envelopes shall be 
placed. And the Postmaster-General is also authorized to introduce and fur- 
nish for public use a double postal card, on which shall be placed two one-cent 
stamps, and said card to be so arranged for the address that it may be for- 
warded and returned, said cards to be sold for two cents apiece; and also to in- 
troduce and furnish for public use a double-letter envelope, on which stamps of 
thq denominations now in use may be placed, and with the arrangement for the 
address similar to the postal card; said letter sheet and postal card and double 
envelope to be issued under such regulations as the Postmaster-General may 
prescribe : Provided, That the appropriation for postal cards and letter envel- 
opes for the years ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine 
and eighteen hundred and eighty, shall be available for the purchase of said 
letter-sneet envelopes, double or return postal cards, and double-letter envel- 
opes: And provided, That no money shall be paid for royalty or patent on any 
of the articles named. 

1879, Mar. 3, ch. 180, sec. 32, 20 Stat. L., 362. • 

The Postmaster-General is hereby authorized to furnish and issue to the 
public postal cards with postage stamps. impressed upon them, for circulation 
in the mails exchanged with foreign countries under the provisions of the 
Universal Postal Union Convention * * * at a postage charge of two cents 
each, including the cost of their manufacture. 

1880, June 11, ch. 206, 1 Supp., 296. 
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1 (c) Double postal cards impressed with two one-cent 

2 postage stamps, and so arranged that they may be forwarded 

3 and returned. 

4 (d) Letter envelopes and newspaper wrappers, to be 

5 known as stamped envelopes, impressed with postage stamps 

6 of suitable denominations and with such watermarks or other 

7 guards against counterfeit as he may deem expedient. Such 

8 stamped envelopes shall be sold as nearly as may be at the 

9 cost of procuring them, including all salaries, clerk hire, and 

10 other expenses connected therewith, with the addition of the 

11 value of the postage stamps impressed thereon. 

12 Seo. 404. Addresses upon postal cards, double, postal 

13 cards, and private mailing cards may be either written or 

14 printed thereon or affixed thereto, at the option of the sender. 

15 Sec. 405. Any postage stamp attached to, or impressed 

16 upon the envelope or wrapper inclosing any mail matter shall 

17 be evidence of the prepayment of postage thereon to the 

18 amount of the face value of such stamp. 

19 Sec. 406. The size, shape, form, color, design, and de- 

20 vice of all postage stamps of whatsoever character shall be 

21 prescribed by the Postmaster-General, but the portrait of no 

22 living person shall be placed upon the same. 

23 Sec. 407. The Postmaster-General may, from time to 

24 time, adopt such improvements in stamps and stamped en- 

25 velopes as he may deem advisable, and when any such im- 
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The Postmaster-General shall provide suitable letter and newspaper en- 
velopes, with such water marks or other guards against counterfeits as he may 
deem expedient, and with postage stamps with such device and of such suitable 
denominations as he may direct impressed thereon; and such envelopes shall 
be known as " stamped envelopes," and shall be sold as nearly as may be at the 
cost of procuring them, with the addition of the value of the postage stamps 
impressed thereon ; but no stamped envelope furnished by the Government shall 
contain any lithographing or engraving, nor any printing except a printed 
request to return the letter to the writer. Letters and papers inclosed in such 
stamped envelope shall, if the postage stamp is of a denomination sufficient to 
cover the postage properly chargeable thereon, pass in the mail as prepaid 
matter. 

R. S., sec. 3915. 

1876, July 12, ch. 179, sec. 14, 1 Supp., 110; 1895, Jan. 12, ch. 23, sec. 96, 2 
Supp- 364. 

No stamped envelopes or newspaper wrappers shall be sold by the Post- 
Office Department at less (in addition to the legal postage) than the cost, 
including all salaries, clerk hire, and other expenses connected therewith, 

July 12, 1876, ch. 179, sec. 14, 19 Stat. L., 82; 1 Supp., 110. 



Sec. 404. 

Addresses upon postal cards * * * m ay be either written, printed, 
or affixed thereto, at the option of the sender. 

1876, July 12, ch. 179, sec. 15, 1 Supp., 110; 19 Stat. L., 82, 



Sec. 406. 

No portrait shall be placed upon any of the bonds, securities, notes, frac- 
tional or postal currency of the United States while the original of such por- 
trait is living. 

R. S., sec. 3576. 



Sec. 407. 

The Postmaster-General may, from time to time, adopt such improvements 
in postage stamps and stamped envelopes as he may deem advisable; and when 
any such improvement is adopted it shall be subject to all the provisions herein 
respecting postage stamps or stamped envelopes. 

R. S., sec. 3917. 
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1 provement is adopted it shall be subject to all the provisions 

2 of this chapter respecting postage stamps and stamped 

3 envelopes. 

4 Sec. 408. Postage stamps, postal cards, and stamped 

5 envelopes shall be furnished by the Postmaster-General to 

6 all postmasters and shall be kept for sale at all post-offices, 

7 and each postmaster shall be held accountable for all such 

8 stamps and envelopes furnished to him. 

9 Sec. 409. The Postmaster-General shall cause to be 

10 prepared and issued to postmasters stamps of suitable 

11 denominations and such special design as he may prescribe, 

12 to be known as postage-due stamps, for the collection of 

13 postage on insufficiently paid matter, and which shall in no 

14 case be sold by any postmaster or received in prepayment 

15 of postage. 

16 Sec. 410. It shall not be lawful for any person entitled 

17 under the law to the use of a frank to lend said frank or 

18 permit its use by any committee, organization, or association, 

19 or permit its use by any person for the benefit or use of any 

20 committee, organization, or association : Provided, That this 

21 provision shall not apply to any committee composed of 

22 Members of Congress. 

23 Sec. 411. No stamped envelope furnished or sold by 

24 the Post-Office Department shall have thereon any litho- 

25 graph, engraving, printing, or advertisement except a 

9 
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Sec. 408. 

Postage stamps and stamped envelopes shall be furnished by the Post- 
master-General to all postmasters, and shall be kept for sale at all post-offices; 
and each postmaster shall be held accountable for all such stamps and envelopes 
furnished to him. 

R. S., sec. 3918; see K. S., sec. 3919. 



Sec. 409. 

That all mail matter of the first class upon which one full rate of postage 
has been prepaid shall be forwarded to its destination, charged with the 
unpaid rate, to be collected on delivery; but postmasters before delivering 
the same, or any article of mail matter upon which prepayment in full has not 
been made, shall affix, or cause to be affixed, and canceled, as ordinary stamps 
are canceled, one or more stamps equivalent in value to the amount of postage 
due on such article of mail matter, which stamps shall be of such special design 
and denomination as the Postmaster-General may prescribe^ and which shall 
in no case be sold by any postmaster nor received by him in prepayment of 
postage. 

Act Mar. 3, 1879, ch. 180, 20 Stat. L., 361, sec. 26. 



Sec. 410. 

That hereafter it shall be unlawful for any person entitled under the law 
to the use of a frank, to lend said frank or permit its use by any committee, 
organization, or association, or permit its use by any person for the benefit or 
use of any committee, organization, or association : Provided, That this provi- 
sion shall not apply to any committee composed of Members of Congress. 

1906, June 26, 34 Stat. L., p. 477. 



Sec. 411. 

The Postmaster-General shall contract for all envelopes, stamped or other- 
wise, designed for sale to the public, or for use by his own or other depart- 
ments, and may contract for them to be plain or with such printed matter as 
may be prescribed by the department making requisition therefor: Provided, 
That no envelope furnished by the Government shall contain any business ad- 
dress or advertisement. 

1895, Jan. 12, ch. 23, sec. 96, 2 Supp., 364. 



Digitized by 



Google 



396 

1 printed request to return the letter to the writer and such 

2 printed matter on official envelopes as may he prescribed 

3 under the provisions of sections three hundred and ninety 

4 to four hundred and two, both inclusive. 

5 Sec. 412. Postage stamps affixed to. all mail matter, 

6 or the stamped envelopes in which the same is inclosed, 

7 shall, when deposited for mailing or delivery, be canceled 

8 by the postmaster at the mailing office in such manner as 

9 may by regulation be prescribed. If any mail matter shall 

10 be forwarded without the stamps attached to or impressed 

11 thereon having been so canceled the postmaster at the 

12 office of delivery shall cancel them and report the delinquent 

13 postmaster to the Postmaster-General. 
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Sec. 412. 

Postage stamps affixed to all mail matter or the stamped envelopes in which 
the same is inclosed shall, when deposited for mailing or delivery, be defaced 
by the postmaster at the mailing office, in such manner as the Postmaster-Gen- 
eral mav direct j and if any mail matter shall be forwarded without the stamps 
or envelopes being so defaced, the postmaster at the office of delivery shall de- 
face them, and report the delinquent postmaster to the Postmaster-General. 

R S., sec. 3921. 
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Chaptek Six. 



EEGISTEY SYSTEM. 



Sec. 

413. Registration of mall matter. 

414. Indemnity for loss of first-class regis- 

tered mail. 

415. Fees for registration. 

416. Matter once registered to retain such 

character. 



Sec 

417. Registration of departmental letters. 

418. Registration of letters containing cur* 

rency. 

419. Receipt pf registered matter. 



3 Sec. 413. For the greater security of valuable mail 

4 matter, the Postmaster-General may establish a uniform sys- 

5 tern of registration. 

6 Sec. 414. As a part of such system of registration, the 

7 Postmaster-General may provide rules under which the 

8 senders or owners of first-class registered matter shall be 

9 indemnified out of the postal revenues for losses thereof in 

10 the mails, and for which no other compensation or reim- 

11 bursement to the loser has been made. Such indemnity 

12 shall in no case exceed one hundred dollars for any one 

13 registered piece, or the actual value thereof when that is less 

14 than one hundred dollars: Provided, That the Post-Office 

15 Department or its revenues shall not be liable for the loss of 

16 any other mail matter on account of its having been 

17 registered. 

18 Sec. 415. Mail matter shall be registered only pn the 

19 application of the party posting the same, and the fee therefor 

20 shall not exceed twenty cents in addition to the regular post- 
21 age, to be, in all cases, prepaid. All such fees shall be 



Digitized by 



Google 



399 



Sec. 413. 

For the greater security of valuable mail matter the Postmaster-General 
may establish a uniform system of registration. But the Post-Office Depart- 
ment or its revenue shall not be liable for the loss of any mail matter on 
account of its having been registered. 

R. S., sec. 3926. 

Sec. 414. 

* * * As a part of such system (of registration) he (the Postmaster- 
General) may provide rules under which the sender or owners of first-class 
registered matter shall be indemnified for losses thereof in the mails, the 
indemnity to be paid out of the postal revenues, but in no case to exceed ten 
dollars for any one registered piece, or the actual value thereof when that is 
less than ten dollars, and for which no other compensation or reimbursement 
to the loser has been made: Provided , That the Post-Office Department or its 
revenues shall not be liable for the loss of any other mail matter on account 
of its having been registered. 

1897, Feb. 27, ch. 348, 2 Supp., 564. • 

The Postmaster-General may increase the amount of indemnity (for 
lost first-class registered mail) provided for in act of February 27, 1897, an 
act amendatory of section thirty-nine hundred and twenty-six of the Revised 
Statutes, to not exceeding one hundred dollars. 

1902, Apr. 21, ch. 563; 32 Stat. L., 117. 



Sec. 415. 

Mail matter shall be registered only on the application of the party post- 
ing the same and the fee therefor shall not exceed twenty cents in addition 
to the regular postage, to be in all cases prepaid ; and all such fees shall be 
accounted for m such manner as the Postmaster-General shall direct. But 
letters upon the official business of the Post-Office Department which require 
registering shall be* registered free of charge and pass through the mails 
free of charge. 

R. S., sec. 3927. 
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1 accounted for in such manner as the Postmaster-General 

2 may direct. But letters upon the official business of the 

3 Post-Office Department, which require registering, shall be 

4 registered and pass through the mails free of charge. 

5 Sec. 416. Any mail matter once properly registered 

6 shall be deemed to retain its character as such until properly 

7 delivered. 

8 Sec. 417. Any letter or package necessary to be regis- 

9 tered by any of the executive departments, or the bureaus, 

10 offices, divisions, branches, or officers thereof, or by the Pub- 

11 lie Printer, or by agents for the payment of pensions, may, 

12 under such regulations as may be prescribed, be registered 

13 without the payment of any registry fee. 

14 Seo. 418. All letters containing fractional or other cur- 

15 rency of the United States sent by mail to the Treasurer of 

16 the United States for redemption shall, under such regulations 

17 as the Postmaster-General may prescribe, be registered in the 

18 manner prescribed by law without payment of any registra- 

19 tion fee. All letters containing new currency returned for 

20 currency redeemed mailed by the Treasurer of the United 

21 States in sealed packages marked with the word " register " 

22 over his official signature, shall be registered in like manner 

23 without charge by the postmaster at the city of Washington 

24 in the District of Columbia. 
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Sec. 417. 

* * * Any letter or packet to be registered by either of the execu- 
tive departments or bureaus thereof * * * or bv the Public Printer, may 
be registered without the payment of any registry fee. 

1884, July 5, ch. 234, sec. 3, 1 Supp., 468. 



Sec. 418. 

Under such regulations as the Postmaster-General may prescribe, all post- 
masters are authorized to register in the manner prescribed by law, but with- 
out payment of registration fee, all letters containing fractional or other 
currency of the United States which shall be by them sent by mail to the 
Treasurer of the United States for redemption; and the postmaster at the 
city of Washington, in the District of Columbia, shall register in like manner, 
without charge all letters containing new currency returned for currency 
redeemed, which shall be received by him from the Treasurer, in sealed pack- 
ages, marked with the word "register" over the official signature of the said 
Treasurer. 

R. S., sec. 3932. 
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1 Sec. 419. A receipt shall be taken upon the delivery of 

2 any registered mail matter, showing to whom and when the 

3 same was delivered, which shall be returned to the sender, 

4 % and be received in the courts as prima facie evidence of such 

5 delivery. 
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Sec. 419. 

A receipt shall be taken upon the delivery of any registered mail matter, 
showing to whom and when the same was delivered, which shall be returned 
to the sender, and be received in the courts as prima facie evidence of such 
delivery. 

R. S., sec. 3928. 

For R. S., sec. 3929, relating to registered mail for lotteries etc., see sec. 377. 
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Chaptee Seven, 



UNCLAIMED, DEAD, AND BEQUEST LETTEBS. 



Sec. 

420. Treatment of dead letters and other 

mailable matter. 

421. Advertising letters. 

422. Advertising foreign letters, 

423. Posting lists of advertised letters. 

424. Pay for advertising letters. 

425. Charge on advertised letters. 

426. Unpaid letters. 

427. Letters with valuable contents. 



Sec. 

428. Letters without valuable contents. 

429. Letters with perishable contents. 

430. Request to be returned. 

431. Forwarding letters. 

432. Disposal of uncalled-for printed matter. 

433. Arrangements for the disposition of 

dead second-class matter by foreign 
administration. 

434. Dead-letter office in Hawaii, etc 



3 Seo. 420. Except as in this Act otherwise provided, let- 

4 ters or other mailable matter which, from any cause remain 

5 undelivered in any post-office, or which, having been posted, 

6 can not be forwarded through the mails, shall, under such regu- 

7 lations as the Postmaster-General may prescribe, be trans- 

8 mitted by postmasters to the Division of Dead Letters, in the 

9 Post-Office Department, or to such branch dead letter offices 

10 as may be established in connection with the post-offices at 

11 Honolulu, Hawaii, San Juan, Porto Rico, and Manila, Phil- 

12 ippine Islands, or at such place in each postal district as the 

13 Postmaster-General may prescribe, as dead letters, there to be 

14 opened and, when they can not be delivered to the parties ad- 

15 dressed, returned to the writers or senders, or otherwise dis- 

16 posed of as the Postmaster-General may direct. 

17 Seo. 421. The Director of Posts may direct the publica- 

18 tion of the list of nondelivered letters at any post-office by 

19 written list posted in some public place, or in his discretion 
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Sec. 420. 

The Postmaster-General may regulate the period during which undelivered 
letters shall remain in any post-office, and when they shall be returned to the 
Dead Letter Office; and he may make regulations for their return from the 
Dead Letter Office to the writers when they can not be delivered to the parties 
addressed. 

K. S., sec. 3936. 



Sec. 421, 

The Postmaster-General may direct the publication of the list of non- 
delivered letters at any post-office by written list posted in some public place, 
or, when he shall deem it for the public interest, he may direct the publication 
of such list in the daily or weekly newspapers regularly published within the 
post-office delivery which has the largest circulation within such delivery; 
and where no daily paper is published within the post-office delivery, such 
list may be published in the daily newspaper of any adjoining delivery having 
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1 by publishing the same in the daily or weekly newspaper 

2 regularly published within the post-office delivery which has 

3 the largest circulation within such delivery; and where no 

4 daily paper is published within such delivery, such list may 

5 be published in the daily newspaper of an adjoining delivery 

6 having the largest circulation within the delivery of the post- 

7 office publishing the Kst; and in case of dispute as to the 

8 circulation of competing newspapers, the postmaster shall 

9 receive evidence and decide upon the fact. Such list shall 

10 be published as frequently as the Director of Posts may deem 

11 proper, but not oftener than once a week. 

12 Sec. 422. The list of nondelivered letters addressed to 

13 foreign-born persons may be published in a newspaper 

14 printed in the language most used by them, which shall be 

15 selected in the manner prescribed in the preceding section. 

16 Seo. 423. Every postmaster shall post, in a conspicuous 

17 place in his office, a copy of each list of nondelivered letters 

18 immediately after its publication. 

19 Seo. 424. The compensation for publishing the list of 

20 nondelivered letters shall in no case exceed one cent for each 

21 letter so published. 

22 Sec. 425. All letters published as nondelivered shall 

23 be charged with one cent in addition to the regular postage, 

24 to be accounted for as part of the postal revenue. 
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the largest circulation within the delivery of the post-office publishing the 
list; and in case of dispute as to the circulation 01 competing newspapers, 
the postmaster shall receive evidence and decide upon the fact. Such list 
shall be published as frequently as the Postmaster-General may deem proper, 
but not oftener than once a week. 
R. S., sec. 3930. 



Sec. 422. 

The list of nondeliverable letters addressed to foreign-born persons may 
be published in a newspaper printed in the language most used by them, which 
shall be selected in the manner prescribed in the preceding section (R. S., 
sec. 3930). 

R. S. sec 3931. 



Sec. 423. 

Every postmaster shall post, in a conspicuous place in his office, a copy 
of each list of nondelivered letters immediately after its publication. 
R. S., sec. 3933. 



Sec. 424. 

The compensation for publishing the list of nondelivered letters shall in no 
case exceed one cent for each letter so published. 
R. S., sec. 3934. 



Sec. 425. 

All letters published as nondelivered shall be charged with one cent in 
addition to the regular postage, to be accounted for as part of the postal revenue. 
R. S., sec. 3935. 
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1 Sec. 426. All domestic letters deposited in any post- 

2 office for mailing, on which the postage is wholly unpaid, or 

3 paid less than one full rate as required by law, except official 

4 letters and letters entitled by law to free transmission, shall 

5 be sent by the postmaster to the Division of Dead Letters or , 

6 such branch dead-letter office as the regulation may prescribe, 

7 But in large cities and adjacent districts of dense population, 

8 having two or more post-offices within a distance of three 

9 miles of each other, any letter mailed at one of such offices 

10 and addressed to a locality within the delivery of another of 

11 such offices, which shall have been inadvertently prepaid at 

12 the drop or local letter rate of postage only, may be for- 

13 warded to its destination through the proper office, charged 

14 with the amount of the deficient postage to be collected on 

15 delivery. 

16 Sec. 427. All dead letters and parcels containing money 

17 or valuable inclosures shall be recorded in the Division of 

18 Dead Letters, and diligent effort shall be made to deliver the 

19 same to the addressee or the sender; and when they can not 

20 be so delivered the salable contents thereof shall be disposed 

21 of under such regulations as may be prescribed, and the net 

22 proceeds thereof, together with all such money not reclaimed, 

23 shall be deposited with the Treasurer of the United States 

24 subject to reclamation by either of such parties for two years 

25 from the date of the recording thereof. If not reclaimed 
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Sec. 426. 

All domestic letters deposited in any post-office for mailing, on which the 
postage is wholly unpaid or paid less tnan one full rate as required by law, 
except letters lawfully free and duly certified letters of soldiers, sailors, and 
marines in the service of the United States, shall be sent by the postmaster to 
the Dead Letter Office in Washington. * * * . 

But in large cities and adjacent districts of dense population, having two 
or more post-offices within a distance of three miles of each other, any letter 
mailed at one of such offices and addressed to a locality within the delivery of 
another of such offices, which shall have been inadvertently prepaid at the drop 
or local letter rate of postage only, may be forwarded to its destination through 
the proper office, charged with the amount of the deficient postage, to De 
collected on delivery. 

R. 8., sec. 3937. 

The Irostmaster-General may * * * provide, by regulation, for trans- 
mitting unpaid and duly certified letters of soldiers, sailors, and marines in the 
service of the United States to their destination, to be paid on delivery. 

1879, Mar. 3, ch. 180, sec. 9, 1 Supp., 246. 



Sec. 427. 

Dead letters containing valuable inclosures shall be registered in the Dead 
Letter Office; and when they can not be delivered to the party addressed, nor 
to the writer, the contents tnereof shall be disposed of, and a careful account 
shall be kept of the amount realized in each case, which shall be subject to 
reclamation by either the party addressed or the sender for four years from 
the registry thereof, and all other letters of value or of importance to the party 
addressed or to the writer, and which can not be returned to either, shall be 
disposed of as the Postmaster-General may direct. 

R. S., sec. 3938. 
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1 within such period, such proceeds shall be deposited in the 

2 Treasury of the United States to the credit of the postal 

3 service. 

4 Sec. 428. All letters or parcels not containing money 

5 or valuable salable articles of merchandise, and which can not 

6 be returned to either the person addressed or to the sender, 

7 shall be disposed of as the Postmaster-General may, by regu- 

8 lation, direct. 

9 Sec. 429. The Postmaster-General may, by regulation, 
10 provide for the sale, by the postmaster at the place of de- 
ll livery, of the salable contents of any undelivered unsealed 

12 letter or parcel, which inspection shows to be obviously of a 

13 perishable nature or likely rapidly to deteriorate in value. 

14 The proceeds of such sale, together with a report thereof, and 

15 of the reasons therefor, shall be transmitted to the Division of 

16 Dead Letters, where the same shall be recorded and the pro- 

17 ceeds held, subject to reclamation by either addressee or 

18 sender, for two years from date of said recording. If not 

19 reclaimed, said proceeds shall be deposited, as in other cases, 

20 in the Treasury of the United States, to the credit of the 

21 Postal Service. 

22 Seo. 430. When the person mailing any first-class mail 

23 matter on which the postage is prepaid shall indorse upon 

24 the outside thereof his name and address, such matter shall 

25 not be advertised, but after remaining uncalled for at the 
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Sec. 430. 

When the writer of any letter on which the postage is prepaid shall in- 
dorse upon the outside thereof his name and address^ such letters shall not be 
advertised, but after remaining uncalled for at the office to which it is directed 
thirty days, or the time the writer may direct, shall be returned to him without 
additional charge for postage, and if not then delivered shall be treated as a 
dead letter. 

K. S., sec. 3939. 
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1 office to which it is directed thirty days, or the time the 

2 writer may direct, shall be returned to him without additional 

3 charge for postage, and if not then delivered shall be treated 

4 as a dead letter. 

5 Sec. 431. Prepaid first-class matter shall be forwarded 

6 from one post-office to another, at the request of the party 

7 addressed, without additional charge for postage. 

8 Sbo. 432. The Postmaster-General may provide, by 

9 regulation, for disposing of all second-class matter and third- 

10 class matter which may remain in any post-office or in the 

1 1 department not called for or deliverable to the party addressed, 

12 but the person mailing any such matter may request by such 

13 notice thereon, as may be prescribed by regulation, that the 

14 same be returned, in which case either (a) such matter shall 

15 be returned to the sender charged by postage-due stamp or 

16 otherwise, with postage for such return to be collected on 

17 delivery at the third-class rate, or if it be second-class matter 

18 at the transient second-class rate; or (b) the sender shall 

19 be notified by card notice, charged in the same manner, with 

20 one cent postage to be collected on delivery, that such matter 

21 will be returned to him, upon prepayment of the proper 

22 postage thereon, at the rates aforesaid, or that such matter 

23 will be delivered to him or upon his order at the office where 

24 held, as the postmaster shall, under such regulations as may 

25 be prescribed, deem advisable. 
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Sec. 431. 

Prepaid letters shall be forwarded from one post-office to another, at the 
request of the party addressed, without additional charge for postage. 
K, S., sec. 3940. 



Sec. 432. 

The Postmaster-General may provide, bjr regulation, for disposing of 

Erinted and mailable matter which may remain in any post-office, or in the 
department, not called for by the party addressed ; but if the publisher of any 
refused or uncalled-for newspaper or other periodical shall pay the postage 
due thereon, such newspaper or other periodical shall be excepted from the 
operation of such regulations. 
R. S., sec. 4061. 



Digitized by 



Google 



414 

1 Sec. 433. The Postmaster-General shall have the 

2 power to arrange by postal convention for the destruction by 

3 the postal administrations of foreign countries, of circulars, 

4 newspapers, and other periodicals, mailed in the United 

5 States, for delivery in such countries, and which can not, by 

6 due diligence, be delivered to the parties addressed. 

7 Seo. 434. In this chapter, unless the context other- 

8 wise requires, the term " Division of Dead Letters " shall be 

9 deemed to include such branch dead letter offices as may be 

10 established at Honolulu, Hawaii, San Juan, Porto Bico, and 

11 Manila, Philippine Islands, in respect of the disposal of all 

12 dead mailable matter deliverable at any post-office within the 

13 territory of Hawaii, Porto Bico, or the Philippine Islands, 

14 respectively, and such branch dead letter offices as may be 

15 established in the several postal districts. 
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1 Chaptbe Eight. 

2 carrying the mail. 



Sec. 

435. What are post-roads. 

436. Provisions for carrying the mail. 

437. Mail to every court-house. 

438. Carrying the mall on canals. 

439. Carrying the mail on plank roads. 

440. Carrying the mall on waters of the 

United States. 

441. Extending line of posts ; compensation. 

442. Selection of post-roads. 

443. Change of post-road terminus. 

444. Discontinuing service on post-roads. 

445. Contracts for service over routes not 

established by law. 

446. Mail carrying by vessels not in mail 

service. 



Sec. 

447. Way letters to be received when pre- 

paid. 

448. Foreign letters not to be carried except 

449. Searching vessels for letters. 

450. Seizing and detaining letters unlaw- 

fully carried. 

451. Disposition of matter seised. 

452. Exception of letters conveyed without 

compensation or by special messenger. 

453. Letters in stamped envelopes may be 

carried out of the mall. 

454. Separating letter mall for expedition. 

455. Newspapers may be carried out of the 

mail. 

456. Transportation of postal cards, etc., by 

freight or express. 



3 Sec. 435. The following are established post-roads :. 

4 All the waters of the United States, during the time the 

5 mail is carried thereon. 

6 All railroads or parts of railroads which are now or 

7 hereafter may be in operation. 

8 All canals, during the time the mail is carried thereon. 

9 All plank roads, during the time the mail ig carried 

10 thereon. 

11 All public roads and highways while kept up and main- 

12 tained as such. 

13 The road on which the mail is carried to supply any 

14 court-house which may be without a mail, and the road on 

15 which the mail is carried under contract made by the Post- 
16 master-General for extending the line of posts to supply mails 
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Sec. 435. 

The following are established post-roads: 

All the waters of the United States, during the time the mail is carried 
thereon. 

All railroads or parts of railroads which are now or hereafter may be 
in operation. 

All canals, during the time the mail is carried thereon. 

All plank roads, during the time the mail is carried thereon. 

The road on which the mail is carried to supply any court-house which 
may be without a mail, and the road on which the mail is carried under con- 
tract made by the Postmaster-General for extending the line of posts to 
supply mails to post-offices not on any established route, during the time 
such mail is carried thereon. 

All letter-carrier routes established in any city or town for the collection 
and delivery of mail matters. 

E. S., sec. 3964. 

All public roads and highways while kept up and maintained as such 
are hereby declared to be post routes. 

1884, Mar. 1, ch. 9, 1 Supp., 423. 
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1 to post-offices not on any established route, during the time 

2 such mail is carried thereon. 

3 All letter-carrier routes, established in any city or town 

4 for the collection and delivery of mail matter. 

5 Sec. 436. The Postmaster-General shall provide for 

6 carrying the mail on all post-roads, established by law, as 

7 often as he, having due regard to the amount and nature of 

8 such mail and the revenue therefrom, and other circum- 

9 stances, may think proper. 

10 Sec. 437. The Postmaster-General shall cause a mail to 

11 be carried from the nearest post-office on any established post- 
12 road to the court-house of any county in the United States 

13 which is without a mail. 

14 Sec. 438. The Postmaster-General may contract for 

15 carrying the mail on the navigable canals of the several 

16 States, when the public interest or convenience requires it. 

17 Sec 439. The Postmaster-General may contract for 

18 carrying the mail on any plank road in the United States, 

19 when the public interest or convenience requires it. 

20 Sec. 440. The Postmaster-General may cause the mail 

21 to be carried in any steamship, steamboat, or other vessel 

22 plying on any of the waters of the United States or between 

23 the ports thereof. 

24 Sec. 441. The Postmaster-General may enter into con- 

25 tracts for extending the line of posts to supply mails to post- 
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Sec. 436. 

The Postmaster-General shall provide for carrying the mail on all post- 
roads established by law, as often as he, having due regard to productiveness 
and other circumstances, may think proper. 

R. S., sec. 3965. 



Sec. 437. 

The Postmaster-General shall cause a mail to be carried from the nearest 
post-office on anv established post-road to the court-house of any county in the 
United States which is without a mail. 

R. S., sec. 3966. 



Sec. 438. 

The Postmaster-General may contract for carrying the mail on the navi- 
gable canals of the several States, when, in his opinion, the public interest or 
convenience requires it. 

R. S., sec. 3967. 



Sec. 439. 

The Postmaster-General may contract for carrying the mail on any plank 
road in the United States when the public interest or convenience requires it. 
R. S., sec. 3968. 



Sec. 440. 

The Postmaster-General may cause the mail to be carried in any steamboat 
or other vessel used as a packet on any of the waters of the United States. 

R. S., sec. 3969. 

The Postmaster-General may, if he deem it for the public interest, make 
contracts for any period not exceeding one year, for carrying the mails in 
steamships between any of the ports of the United States. 

R. S., sec. 3970. 



Sec. 441. 

The Postmaster-General may enter into contracts for extending the line of 
posts to supply mails to post-offices not on any established route, and, as a com- 
pensation ior carrying the mail under such contracts, may allow not exceeding 
two-thirds of the salary paid to the postmaster at such special offices. 

R. S., sec. 3971. 
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1 offices not on any established route, and, as a compensation 

2 for carrying the mail under such contracts, may allow an 

3 amount not exceeding two-thirds of the salary paid to the 

4 postmaster at such special offices. 

5 Sec. 442. When there is more than one road between 

6 places designated by law for a post-road, the Postmaster- 

7 General may direct which shall be considered the post-road. 

8 Sec. 443. The Postmaster-General may change the 

9 terminus of post-roads connecting with or intersecting rail- 

10 ways when the service can be thereby improved. 

11 Sec. 444. Whenever, in the opinion of the Postmaster- 

12 General, the postal service can not be safely continued, the 

13 revenues collected, or the laws maintained on any post-road, 

14 he may discontinue the service on such road or any part 

15 thereof until the same can be safely restored. 

16 Sec. 445. The Postmaster-General may, when he 

17 deems it advisable, contract for the transportation of the 

18 mails to and from any post-office; but where such service is 

19 performed over a route not established by law, he shall report 

20 the same to Congress at its meeting next thereafter, and such 

21 service shall cease at the end of the next session of Congress, 

22 unless such route is established a post route by Congress. 

23 Sec. 446. The Postmaster-General may pay, to the 

24 master or owner of any vessel not regularly employed in 

25 carrying the mail, two cents for each letter carried by such 
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Sec. 442. 

When there is more than one road between places designated by law for a 
post-road, the Postmaster-General may direct which shall be considered the 
post-road. 

R. S., sec. 3972. 



Sec. 443. 

The Postmaster-General may change the terminus of post-roads connecting 
with or intersecting railways when the service can be thereby improved. 
R. S., sec. 3973. 



Sec. 444. 

Whenever, in the opinion of the Postmaster-General, the postal service can 
not be safely continued, the revenues collected, or the laws maintained on any 
post-road, he may discontinue the service on such road or any part thereof until 
the same can be safely restored. 

R. S., sec. 3974. 



Sec. 445. 

The Postmaster-General may, when he deems it advisable, contract for 
the transportation of the mails to and from any post-office; but where such 
service isperformed over a route not established by law, he shall report the 
same to Congress at its meeting next thereafter, and such service shall cease 
at the end of the next session of Congress, unless such route is established a 
post route by Congress. 

R. S., sec. 3975. 



Sec. 446. 

The Postmaster-General may pav, to the master or owner of any vessel 
not regularly employed in carrying the mail, two cents for each letter carried 
by such vessel between ports or places in the United States, or from any foreign 
port to any port in the United States; but all such letters shall be deposited 
in the post-office at the port of arrival. 

R. S., sec. 3978. 
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1 vessel between ports or places in the United States, or from 

2 any foreign port to any port in the United States ; but all such 

3 letters shall be deposited in the post-office at the port of 

4 arrival. 

5 Sec. 447. Every railway postal clerk or other carrier of 

6 the mail shall receive any mail matter presented to him, if 

7 properly prepaid by stamps, and deliver the same for mailing 

8 at the next post-office at which he arrives; but no fees shall 

9 be allowed him therefor. 

10 Seo. 448. No vessel departing from the United States 

11 for any foreign port shall receive on board or convey any 

12 letter or packet originating in the United States which has 

13 not been regularly received from the post-office at the port 

14 of departure, and which does not relate to the cargo of such 

15 vessel, except as provided in sections four hundred and fifty- 

16 two and four hundred and fifty-three, and every collector, 

17 or other officer of the port empowered to grant clearances, 

18 shall require from the master of such vessel, as a condition of 

19 clearance, an oath that he has not received on board, has not 

20 under his care or control, and will not receive or convey any 

21 letter or packet contrary to the provisions of this section. 

22 Sec. 449. Any inspector or other duly authorized offi- 

23 cer or employee of the Post-Office Department, when in- 

24 structed by the Postmaster-General to make examinations 

25 and seizures, and the collector or other customs officer of any 
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Sec. 447. 

Every route agent, postal clerk, or other carrier of the mail shall receive 
any mail matter presented to him, if properly prepaid by stamps, and deliver 
the same for ihauing at the next post-omce at which he arrives, but no fees 
shall be allowed him therefor. 

R. S., sec. 3980. 



Seo. 448. 

No vessel departing from the United States for any foreign port shall 
receive on board or convey any letter or packet originating in the United 
States which has not been regularly received from the post-omce at the port of 
departure^ and which does not relate to the cargo of such vessel, except as 
provided in section three thousand nine hundred and ninety-three (of the Re- 
vised Statutes) ; and every collector, or other officer of the port empowered to 
grant clearances shall require from the master of such vessel, as a condition 
of clearance, an oath that he has not received on board, has not under his care 
ov control, and will not receive or convey any letter or packet contrary to the 
provisions of this section. 

R. S., sec 3987. 



Sec. 449. 

Any special agent of the Post-Office Department, when instructed by the 
Postmaster-General to make examinations and seizures^ and the collector or 
other customs officer of any port, without special instructions, shall carefully 
search all vessels for letters which may be on board or which may have been 
conveyed contrary to law. 

R. S., sec. 3989. 
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1 port, without special instructions, shall carefully search all 

2 vessels for letters which may be on board or which have 

3 been conveyed contrary to law. 

4 Sec. 450. Any inspector or other duly authorized offi- 

5 cer or employee of the Post-Office Department, collector, 

6 or other customs officer, or United States marshal or his 

7 deputy, may at all times seize all letters and bags, packets, 

8 or parcels, containing letters which are being carried con- 

9 trary to law on board any vessel or on any post route, and 

10 . convey the same to the nearest post-office, or may, by the 

11 direction of the Postmaster-General or Secretary of the 

12 Treasurv, detain them until two months after the final de- 

13 termination of all suits and proceedings which may, at any 

14 time within six months after such seizure, be brought against 

15 any person for sending or carrying such letters. 

16 Sec. 451. Every package or parcel seized by any in- 

17 spector or other duly authorized officer or employee of the 

18 Post-Office Department, collector or other customs officer, 

19 or United States marshal or his deputy, in which any letter 

20 is unlawfully conveyed, shall be forfeited to the United 

21 States, and the same proceedings may be had to enforce the 

22 forfeiture as are authorized in respect of goods, wares, and 

23 merchandise forfeited for violation of the revenue laws; and 

24 all laws for the benefit and protection of customs officers 
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Sec. 450. 

Any special agent of the Post-Office Department, collector or other customs 
officer, or United States marshal or his deputy, may at all times seize all letters 
and bags, packets, or parcels containing letters which are being carried con- 
trary to law on board any vessel or on any post route, and convey the same 
to the nearest post-office, or may, by the direction of the Postmaster-General 
or Secretary of the Treasury, detain them until two months after the final 
determination of all suits and proceedings which may, at any time within 
six months after such seizure, be brought against any person for sending or 
carrying such letters. 

E. S., sec. 3990. 



Sec. 451. 

Every package or parcel seized by any special agent of the Post-Office 
Department, collector or other customs "officer, or United States marshal or his 
deputies, in which any letter is unlawfully concealed, shall be forfeited to the 
United States, and the same proceedings may be had to enforce the forfeiture 
as are authorized in respect to goods, wares, and merchandise forfeited for 
violation of the revenue laws; and all laws for the benefit and protection of 
customs officers making seizures for violating revenue laws shall apply to 
officers making seizures for violating the postal laws. 

R. S., sec. 3991. 
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1 making seizures for violating revenue laws shall apply to 

2 officers making seizures for violating the postal laws, 

3 Sec. 452. Nothing in this Act shall he construed to 

4 prohibit the conveyance or transmission of letters or packets 

5 by private hands without compensation, or by special mes- 

6 senger employed for the particular occasion only, or to re- 

7 quire any person to send or convey or deliver any news- 

8 paper, pamphlet, or printed book by mail. 

9 Sec. 453. All letters inclosed in stamped envelopes, if 

10 the postage stamp is of a denomination sufficient to cover the 

11 postage that would be chargeable thereon if the same were 

12 sent by mail, may be sent, conveyed, and delivered otherwise 

13 than by mail, provided such envelope shall be duly directed 

14 and properly sealed, so that the letter can not be taken there- 

15 from without defacing the envelope, and the date of the letter 

16 or of the transmission or receipt thereof shall be written or 

17 stamped upon the envelope. But the Postmaster-General 

18 may suspend the operation of this section upon any mail 

19 route where the public interest may require such suspension. 

20 Sec. 454. When the amount of mail matter to be car- 

21 ried on any mail route is so great as to seriously retard the 

22 progress or endanger the security of the letter mail, or mate- 

23 rially increase the cost of carriage at the ordinary rate of 

24 speed, the Postmaster-General may provide for the separate 

25 carriage of the letter mail at the usual rate of speed; but the 
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Sec. 452. 

Nothing herein contained shall be construed to prohibit the conveyance 
or transmission of letters or packets by private hands without compensation, 
or by special messenger employed for the particular occasion only. 

K. S., sec. 3992. 



Sec. 453. 

All letters inclosed in stamped envelopes, if the postage stamp is of a 
denomination sufficient to cover the postage that would be chargeable thereon 
if the same were sent by mail, may be sent, conveyed, and delivered otherwise 
than by mail, provided such envelope shall be duly directed and properly 
sealed, so that the letter can not be taken therefrom without defacing the 
envelope, and the date of the letter or of the transmission or receipt thereof 
shall be written or stamped upon the envelope. But the Postmaster-General 
may suspend the operation of this section upon any mail route where the 
public interest may require such suspension, 

B. S., sec. 3993. 



Seo. 454. 

When the amount of mail matter to be carried on any mail route is so great 
as to seriously retard the progress or endanger the security of the letter mail, 
or materially increase the coS of carriage at the ordinary rate of speed the 
Postmaster-General may provide for the separate carriage of the letter "mail 
at the usual rate of speed: but the other mail matter shall not be delayed 
any more than is absolutely necessary, having due regard to the cost of 
expedition and the means at his disposal for effecting the same. 

R. S., sec. 3994. 
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1 other mail matter shall not be delayed any more than is abso- 

2 lutely necessary, having due regard to the cost of expedition 

3 and the means at his disposal for effecting the same, 

4 Seo. 455. Contractors or mail carriers may convey, out 

5 of the mail, newspapers for sale or distribution to subscribers. 

■ 

6 Sec. 456. Whenever practicable, all postal cards, stamped 

7 envelopes, newspaper wrappers, empty mail bags, furniture, 

8 equipment, and other supplies for the postal service (except 

9 postage stamps) , whenever the same can be made up into 

10 freightable lots, shall be withdrawn from the mails in each 

11 weighing division of the country immediately preceding the 

12 weighing period therein, and thereafter transmitted by either 

13 freight or express* 
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Sec. 455. 

Contractors or mail carriers may convey, out of the mail, newspapers 
for sale or distribution to subscribers. 
R. S., sec. 3888. 

Sec. 456. 

The Postmaster-General shall require, when in freightable lots and when- 
ever practicable, the withdrawal from the mails of all postal cards, stamped 
envelopes, newspaper wrappers, empty mail bags, furniture, equipment, and 
other supplies for the postal service except postage stamps in the respective 
weighing divisions of tne country immediately preceding the weighing period 
in said divisions, and thereafter such postal cards, stamped envelopes, news- 
paper wrappers, empty mail bags, furniture, equipment, and other supplies 
for the postal service, except postage stamps, shall be transmitted by either 
freight or express. 

1906, June 26, ch. 3546. 34 Stat. L., 473. 

1907, Mar. 2 (Public, No. 112). 
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Chapter Nine, 



CONTRACTS FOR CARRYING THE MATT*, 



See. 

457. Advertisements for proposals. 

458. Advertisements of general mall lettlngs. 

459. Contracts with railways, electric and 

cable cars, and for emergency service 
in Alaska without advertising. 

460. Compensation for electric and cable-car 

service. 

461. Contracts for pneumatic- tube service. 

462. Contracts for service on new domestic 

water routes. 

463. Contracts for service on established do- 

mestic water routes. 

464. Contracts for combined domestic and 

foreign steamboat service. 

465. Method of making and opening pro- 

posals. 

466. Proposals to be accompanied by bond. 

467. Qualification of sureties. 

468. Recording and preservation of pro- 

posals. 

469. Contract to be let to lowest bidder. 

470. Failure of bidder to enter into contract 

or commence service. 

471. Failure of contractor to perform service 

once begun. 



Sec 

472. New sureties. 

473. Term of contract limited. 

474. Advertising omitted route. 

475. Temporary service on default of con- 

. tractor. 

476. Temporary service preceding general 

letting. 

477. Extension of term of contract 

478. Changing terms of contract 

479. Rate of compensation for additional 

service. 

480. Extension of service. 

481. Limit of compensation for increased 

expedition. 

482. Fines and deductions for default 

483. Payment of contracts. 

484. Failure on one route to suspend pay- 

ment on all routes of same contractor. 

485. Assignment of contracts void. 

486. Subletting without permission prohib- 

ited. 

487. Permissible subletting. 

488. Subletting for less than contract price. 

489. Lien upon sum due contractor or sub- 

contractor. 



3 Sec. 457. Before letting or making any contract for 

4 carrying the mail, other than those hereinafter excepted, the 

5 Postmaster-General shall cause public advertisement for pro- 

6 posals therefor to be given by posting such advertisement as 

7 hereinafter provided. 

8 Sec. 458. Advertisements of all general mail lettings 

9 of star route and steamboat service in each State and Terri- 

10 tory shall be conspicuously posted in each post-office affected 

11 by the same, and all advertisements of all general mail lettings 

12 of screen and other wagon service in cities and towns shall 

13 be conspicuously posted in the post-offices in the cities and 
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Sec. 457. 

Before making any contract for carrying the mail, other than those here- 
inafter excepted, the Postmaster-General shall give public notice by advertising 
once a week for six weeks in one or more, not exceeding five, newspapers pub- 
lished in the State or Territory where the service is to be performed, one of 
which shall be published at the seat of government of such State or Ter- 
ritory: * * * 

R. S., sec. 3941. 



Sec. 458. 

The Postmaster-General shall cause advertisements of all general mail 
lettings of each State and Territory to be conspicuously posted in each post- 
office in the State and Territory embraced in said advertisements for at least 
sixty days before the time of such general letting j and no other advertisement 
of such lettings shall be required; but this provision shall not apply to any 
other than general mail lettings. 

1881, Mar. 1, ch. 96, 1 Supp., 319. 
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1 towns embraced in such advertisements for at least sixty 

2 days before the time of such general letting, and no other 

3 advertisement of such letting shall be required. 

4 Sec, 459. The Postmaster-General may (a) enter into 

5 contracts for carrying the mail with railway companies with- 

6 out advertising for proposals therefor; (b) provide difficult 

7 or emergency mail service in Alaska, including the establish- 

8 ment and equipment of relay stations, in such manner as he 

9 may think advisable, without advertising for proposals there- 

10 for; (c) enter into contracts for carrying the mail on electric 

11 and cable cars without advertising for proposals therefor, 

12 Seo. 460. The rate of compensation to be paid per mile 

13 for transportation by electric and cable cars shall not exceed 

14 the rate paid at the date of the passage of this Act for such 

15 transportation, except that the Postmaster-General, in cases 

16 where the quantity of mail is large and the number of ex- 

17 change points numerous, may, in his discretion, authorize 

18 payment for closed-pouch service at a rate per mile not to 

19 exceed one-third above the rate per mile paid on such date 

20 for closed-pouch service, and may authorize payment for mail 

21 cars and apartments for carrying the mail not to exceed the 

22 rate of one cent per linear foot per car mile of travel: 

23 Provided, That the rates for electric car service on routes 

24 above twenty-five miles in length outside of cities shall not 

25 exceed the rates paid for service on steam railroads. 
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Sbo. 459. 

The Postmaster-General may enter into contracts for carrying the mail, 
with railway companies without advertising for bids therefor. 

R. S., sec 3942. 

Provided, That out of this appropriation the^ Postmaster-General is 
authorized to provide difficult or emergency mail service in Alaska, including 
the establishment and equipment of relay stations, in such manner as he may 
think advisable without advertising therefor. 

1908, May 27, 35 Stat. L. 



Sec. 460. 

[Par. 2.] (2) For inland transportation of mail by electric and cable cars 
on routes not exceeding twenty miles in length, two hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars : 

Provided^ That the rate of compensation to be paid per mile shall not 
exceed the amount now received by companies performing such service. * * * 

1897, Mar. 3, ch. 385, 2 Supp., 579. 

That the rate of compensation to be paid per mile shall not exceed the 
rate now paid the company performing such service, except that the Post- 
master-General in cases where the quantity of mail is large and the number 
of exchange points numerous, may, in his discretion, authorize payment for 
closed -pouch service at a rate per mile not to exceed one-third above the rate 
per mile now paid for closed-pouch service ; and for mail cars and apartments 
carrying the mails not to exceed the rate of one cent per linear foot per car 
mile of travel: Provided further, That the rates for electric car service or 
routes over twenty miles in length outside of cities shall not exceed the rates 
paid for services on steam railroads. 

1906, June 26, 34 Stat. L., 474. 

For inland transportation of mail by electric and cable cars, seven hun- 
dred and twenty-five thousand dollars: Provided, That the rate of compensa- 
tion to be paid per mile shall not exceed the rate now paid to companies 
performing such service, except that the Postmaster-General, in cases where 
the quantity of mail is large and the number of exchange pointjs numerous, 
may, in his discretion, authorize payment for closed-pouch service at a rate 
per mile not to exceed one-third above the rate per mile now paid for closed- 
pouch service; and for mail cars and apartments carrying the mails, not to 
exceed the rate of one cent per linear foot per car mile of travel: Provided 
further, That the rates for electric car service on routes over twenty-five miles 
in length outside of cities shall not exceed the rates paid for service on steam 
railroads: Provided, however, That not to exceed thirty thousand dollars of 
the amount hereby appropriated may be expended, in the discretion of the 
Postmaster-General, where unusual conditions exist or where such service will 
be more expeditious and efficient and at no greater cost than otherwise. 

1908, May 27, 35 Stat. L. 
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1 Sec. 461. The Postmaster-General may enter into con- 

2 tracts, for which provision may from time to time be made 

3 in the appropriation Acts for the postal service, for the trans- 

4 mission of mail by pneumatic tubes, or other similar devices, 

5 for a period not exceeding ten years, after public advertise- 

6 ment once a week for a period of six consecutive weeks in not 

7 less than five newspapers, of which one at least must be 

8 published in the city in which the service is to be performed. 

9 The contracts for this service shall be subject to the pro- 

10 visions of the postal laws relating to the letting of mail con- 

11 tracts, except as in this section otherwise provided, and no 

12 advertisement shall issue until after a careful investigation 

13 shall have been made as to the needs and practicability of 

14 such service and until a favorable report, in writing, shall 

15 have been submitted to the Postmaster-General by a commis- 

16 sion of not less than three expert postal officials, to be named 

17 by him; nor shall such advertisement issue until, in the judg- 

18 ment of the Postmaster-General, the needs of the postal 

19 service are such as to justify the expenditure involved. Ad- 

20 vertisements shall state in general terms only the require- 

21 ments of the service and in form best calculated to invite 

22 competitive bidding. 

23 The Postmaster-General shall have the right to reject 

24 any and all bids ; no contract shall be awarded except to the 

25 lowest responsible bidder, tendering full and sufficient 

Digitized by 



Google 



435 

Sec. 461. 

For the transmission of mail by pneumatic tubes or other similar devices, 
five hundred thousand dollars, or so much thereof as may be necessary; and 
the Postmaster-General is hereby authorized to enter into contracts for a period 
not exceeding four years, after public advertisement once a week for a period 
of six consecutive weeks in not less than five newspapers, one of which shall 
be published in each city where the service is to be performed. That the con- 
tracts for this service shall be subject to the postal laws and regulations relat- 
ing to the letting of mail contracts, except as herein otherwise provided, and 
that no advertisement shall issue until after a careful investigation shall have 
been made as to the needs and practicability of such service and until a favor- 
able report 2 in writing, shall have been submitted to the Postmaster-General 
by a commission of not less than three expert postal officials, to be named by 
him; nor shall such advertisement issue until, in the judgment of the Post- 
master-General, the needs of the postal service are such as to justify the ex- 
penditure involved. Advertisements shall state in general terms only^ the 
requirements of the service and in form best calculated to invite competitive 
bidding. 

That the Postmaster-General shall have the right to reject any and all 
bids; that no contract shall be awarded except to the lowest responsible bidder, 
tendering full and sufficient guaranties, to the satisfaction of the Postmaster- 
General, of his ability to perform satisfactory service, and such guaranties 
shall include an approval bond in double the amount of the bid. 

That no contract shall be entered into in any city for the character of mail 
service herein provided which will create an aggregate annual rate of expendi- 
ture, including necessary power and labor to operate the tubes, and all other 
expenses of such service in excess of four per centum of the gross postal revenue 
of said city for the last preceding fiscal year. 

That no contract shall be made in any city providing for three miles or 
more of double lines of tube which shall involve an expenditure in excess of 
seventeen thousand dollars per mile per annum, and said compensation shall 
cover power, labor, and all operating expenses. 

1902, Apl. 21, ch. 563, 32 Stat. L., p. 114. . 

For the transmission of mail by pneumatic tubes or other similar devices, 
nine hundred thousand dollars and the Postmaster-General is hereby authorized 
to enter into contract not exceeding, in the aggregate, one million two hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars under the provisions of the law. for period not ex- 
ceeding ten years: Provided, That said service shall not oe extended to any 
cities other than those in which the service is now under contract, under author- 
ity of Congress, except the Borough of Brooklyn, of the city of New York, 
and the cities of Baltimore, Maryland; Cincinnati, Ohio; Kansas City, Mis- 
souri ; Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania : and San Francisco, California, 

1906, June 26, 34 Stat. L., p. 472. 
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1 guaranties, to the satisfaction of the Postmaster-General, of 

2 his ability to perform satisfactory service, and such guaran- 

3 ties shall include an approval bond in double the amount of 

4 the bid, 

5 No contract shall be entered into in anv citv for the char- 

6 acter of mail service herein provided which will create an 

7 aggregate annual rate of expenditure, including necessary 

8 power and labor to operate the tubes, and all other expenses 

9 of such service in excess of four per centum of the gross postal 

10 revenue of said city for the last preceding fiscal year. 

11 No contract shall be made in any citj' providing for 

12 three miles or more of double lines of tube which shall in- 

13 volve an expenditure in excess of seventeen thousand dollars 

14 per mile per annum, and said compensation shall cover 

15 power, labor, and all operating expenses. 

16 Sec. 462. The Postmaster-General may contract with 

17 the owner or master of any steamship, steamboat, or other 

18 vessel plying upon the waters of the United States or be- 

19 tween the ports of the United States, for carrying the mails 

20 upon any water route between the ports of the United States 

21 where no mail service has previously been performed, with- 

22 out advertising for proposals therefor; but no contract for 

23 such new service shall be for a longer period than one year. 

24 Sec. 463. When from any cause it may become neces- 

25 sary to make a new contract for carrying the mails upon any 
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Sec. 462. 

The Postmaster-General may, if he deem it for the public interest, make 
contracts for any period not exceeding one year, for carrying the mails in 
steamships between any of the ports of the United States. 

R. S., sec. 3970. 

* * * The Postmaster-General may contract with the owners or masters 
of steamships, steamboats, or other vessels plying upon the waters or between 
ports of the United States for carrying the mails upon such routes where no 
mail service has previously been performed, without advertising for proposals 
therefor; but no contract for such new service shall be for a longer time than 
one vear. 

1878, May 17, ch. 107, sec. 5, 1 Supp., 165. 



Sec. 463. 

When from any cause it may become necessary to make a new contract 
for carrying the mails upon any water route between the ports of the United 
States, upon which mail service has previously been performed, the Post- 
master-General may contract with the owner or master of any steamship, 
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1 water route between the ports of the United States upon 

2 which mail service has previously been performed, the Post- 

3 master-General may contract with the owner or master of 

4 any steamship, steamboat, or other vessel plying upon the 

5 waters or between the ports of the United States for carrying 

6 the mails upon such route for any length of time not exceed- 

7 ing four years and without advertising for proposals therefor 

8 whenever the public interest and convenience will thereby 

9 be promoted; but the compensation paid for such service 

10 shall in no case be greater than the average compensation 

11 paid under the last preceding or then existing regular con- 

12 tract upon the same route. 

13 Sec, 464. The Postmaster-General mav enter into con- 

14 tracts for domestic and foreign steamboat mail service 

15 when it can be combined in one route where the foreign office 

16 or offices are not more than two hundred miles distant from 

17 the domestic office, on the same terms and conditions as 

18 domestic steamboat service, and pay for such combined 

19 service out of the appropriation for inland steamboat service. 

20 Seo. 465. Proposals for carrying the mail shall be 

21 delivered sealed and so kept until the bidding is closed, and 

22 shall then be opened and marked in the presence of the Post- 
23 master-General, or the Director of Posts and one of the assist- 

24 ant directors, or in the presence of two assistant directors, or 

25 of any other two officers of the department designated by the 

Digitized by 



Google 



439 

« 

steamboat, or other vessel plying upon the waters or between ports of the 
United States, for carrying the mail upon said route for $nv length of time 
not exceeding four years and without advertising for proposals therefor when- 
ever the public interest and convenience will tnereby be promoted; but the 
price paid for such service shall in no case be greater than the average price 
paid under the last preceding or then existing regular contract upon the same 
route. 

1878, May 17, ch. 107, sec. 5, 1 Supp., 165. 

The Postmaster-General may contract with the owner or master of any 
steamboat plying upon the waters of the United States, or of any steamship 
or other vessel plying between the ports of the United States, for carrying the 
mail for any length of time less than four years, and without advertising for 
proposals therefor, whenever the public interest and convenience will thereby 
be promoted ; but the price paid for such service shall in no case be greater 
than the average price paid under the last preceding or then existing regular 
contract on the same route. 

R. S., sec. 3943. 



Sec. 464. 

* * * The Postmaster-General is authorized to contract for inland 
and foreign steamboat mail service, when it can be combined in one route, 
where the foreign office or offices are not more than two hundred miles distant 
from the domestic office, on the same terms and conditions as inland steam- 
boat service, and pay for the same out of the appropriation for inland steam- 
boat service 

1885, Mar. 3, ch. 342, 1 Supp., 483. 



Sec. 465. 

Proposals for carrying the mail shall be delivered sealed, and so kept until 
the bidding is closed, and shall then be opened and marked in the presence 
of the Postmaster-General, and one of the Assistant Postmasters-General, or 
of two of the Assistant Postmasters-General, or of any other two officers of 
the Department, to be designated by the Postmaster-General and any bidder 
may withdraw his bid at any time before twenty-four hours previous to the 
time fixed for the opening of proposals, by serving upon the Postmaster- 
General, or the Second Assistant Postmaster-General, notice in writing of such 
withdrawal. 

R. S., sec. 3944. 
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1 Postmaster-General. Any bidder may withdraw his bid at 

2 any time before twenty-four hours previous to the time fixed 

3 for the opening of proposals, by serving upon the Postmaster- 

4 General, the Director of Posts, or the assistant director of 

5 transportation, notice in writing of such withdrawal. 

6 Sec. 466. Every proposal for carrying the mail shall be 

7 accompanied by the bond of the bidder with sureties approved 

8 by a postmaster, and in cases where the amount of the bond 

9 exceeds five thousand dollars, by a postmaster of the first, 
10 second, or third class, in a sum to be designated by the Post- 
11 master-General in the advertisement of each route; to which 

12 bond a condition shall be annexed, that if the said bidder 

13 shall, within such time after his bid is accepted as the Post- 
14 master-General shall prescribe, enter into a contract with 

15 the United States of America, with good and sufficient 

16 sureties, to be approved by the Postmaster-General, to 

17 perform the service proposed in his said bid, and, further, 

18 that he shall perform the said service according to his con- 

19 tract, then the said obligation to be void, otherwise to be 

20 in full force and obligation in law; and in case of failure of 

21 any bidder to enter into such contract to perform the service, 

22 or, having executed a contract in case of failure to perform 

23 the service, according to his contract, he and his sureties shall 

24 be liable for the amount of said bond as liquidated damages, 

25 to be recovered in an action of debt on the said bond. No 
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Sec. 466. 

Every proposal for carrying the mail shall be accompanied by a written 
guarantee, signed by one or more responsible persons, and undertaking that, 
within such time after the bid is accepted as the Postmaster-General may 
prescribe, the bidder will enter into an obligation, with good and sufficient 
sureties, to perform the service proposed ; and no proposals shall be considered 
unless accompanied by such guaranty. 

R. S., sec. 3945. 

Each bid for carrying the mail shall hereafter have affixed to it the oath 
of the bidder, taken before an officer qualified to administer oaths, that he 
has the pecuniary ability to fulfill his obligations, and that the bid is made 
in good faith and with the intention to enter into contract and perform the 
service, in case his bid shall be accepted ; and that the signatures of his guar- 
antors are genuine, and that he believes the guarantors pecuniarily responsible 
for and able to pay all damages the United States shall suffer by reason of 
the bidder's failing to perform his obligations as such bidder. 

R. S., sec. 3946. 

Every proposal for carrying the mail shall be accompanied by the bond of 
the bidder, with sureties approved by a postmaster, and in cases where the 
amount of the bond exceeds five thousand dollars, by a postmaster of the first, 
second, or third class, in a sum to be designated by the Postmaster-General in 
the advertisement of each route; to which bond a condition shall be annexed 
that if the said bidder shall, within such time after his bid is accepted as the 
Postmaster-General shall prescribe, enter into a contract with the United States 
of America, with good ana sufficient sureties, to be approved by the Postmaster- 
General, to perform the service proposed in his said bid, and, further, that he 
shall perform the said service according to his contract, then the said obliga- 
tion to be void, otherwise to be in full force and obligation in law ; and in case 
of failure of any bidder to enter into such contract to perform the service, or, 
having executed a contract, in; case of failure to perform the service according to 
his contract, he and his sureties shall be liable for the amount of said bond as 
liquidated damages, to be recovered in an action of debt on the said bond. No 
proposal shall be considered unless it shall be accompanied by such bond, and 
there shall have been affixed to said proposal the oath of the bidder, taken 
before an officer qualified to administer oaths, that he has the ability, pecun- 
iary, to fulfill his obligations, and that the bid is made in good faith, and with 
the intention to enter into contract and perform the service in case his bid is 
accepted. 

1874, June 23, ch. 456, sec. 12, 1 Supp., 44. 

18 Stat. L., 235. 
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1 proposal shall be considered unless it shall be accompanied 

2 by such bond, and there shall have been affixed to said pro- 

3 posal the oath of the bidder, taken before an officer qualified 

4 to administer oaths, that he has the ability to fulfill his obliga- 

5 tions, and that the bid is made in good faith, and with the 

6 intention to enter into contract and perform the service in 

7 case his bid is accepted. 

8 Sec. 467. Before the bond of a bidder provided for in 

9 the last preceding section is approved there shall be indorsed 

10 thereon the oaths of the sureties therein taken before an 

11 officer qualified to administer oaths that they are owners of 

12 real estate worth in the aggregate a sum double the amount 

13 of said bond, over and above all debts due and owing by 

14 them and all judgments, mortgages, and executions against 

15 them, after allowing all exemptions of every character what- 

1 6 ever. 

17 Accompanying said bond and as a part thereof, there 

18 shall be a series of interrogatories, in print or writing, to be 

19 prescribed by the Postmaster-General, and answered by the 

20 sureties under oath showing the amount of real estate owned 

21 by them, a brief description thereof, and its probable value, 

22 where it is situated, and in what county and State the record 

23 evidence of their title exists. 

24 And if any surety shall knowingly and willfully swear 

25 falsely to any statement made under the provisions of this 
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Srx3. 467. 

Before the bond of a bidder (for carrying the mail) * * * is approved, 
there shall be indorsed thereon the oaths ol the sureties therein taken before an 
officer qualified to administer oaths, that they are owners of real estate worth 
in the aggregate a sum double the amount of said bond, over and above all 
debts due and owing by them, and all 'judgments, mortgages, and executions 
against them, after allowing all exemptions of every character whatever. 
Accompanying said bond, ana as a part thereof, there shall be a series of inter- 
rogatories, in print or writing, to be prescribed by the Postmaster-General, and 
answered by tne sureties under oath, showing the amount of real estate owned 
by them, a brief description thereof, and its probable value, where it is situated, 
in what county and State the record evidence of their title exists. And if any 
surety shall knowingly and willfully swear falsely to any statement made under 
the provisions of this section he shall be deemed guilty of perjury and, on con- 
viction thereof, be punished as is provided by law for commission of the crime 
of perjury. (See K. S., sec. 5392.) 

1876, Aug. 11, ch. 260, 1 Supp., 116, 

19 Stat. £., 129. 
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1 section he shall be deemed guilty of perjury, and, on convic- 

2 tion thereof, be punished as is provided by law for commis- 

3 sion of the crime of perjury: Provided, That the provisions 

4 of this section shall not be applicable to bonds executed 

5 or guaranteed in pursuance of the act of August thirteenth, 

6 eighteen hundred and ninety-four, chapter two hundred and 

7 eighty-two, or any act amendatory thereof, by a corporation 

8 incorporated under the laws of the United States or of any 

9 State, having power to guarantee the fidelity of persons 

10 holding positions of public or private trust and to execute 

11 and guarantee bonds and undertakings in judicial proceed- 

12 ings. 

13 Sec. 468. The Postmaster-General shall have recorded, 

14 in a book to be kept for that purpose, a true and faithful ab- 

15 stract of all proposals made to him for carrying the mail, giving 

16 the name of the party offering, the terms of the offer, the sum 

17 to be paid, and the time the contract is to continue; and he 

18 shall put on file and preserve the original of all such proposals 

19 until the end of the contract tenn to which they relate, after 

20 which the proposals that were not accepted may be destroyed 

21 or disposed of as waste paper. 

22 Sec. 469. All contracts for carrying the mail shall be in 

23 the name of the United States, and shall be awarded to the 

24 lowest bidder tendering sufficient guarantees for faithful per- 

25 formance, without other reference to the mode of trans- 
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Sec. 463. 

The Postmaster-General shall have recorded, in a book to be kept for that 
purpose, a true and faithful abstract of all proposals made to him for carrying 
the mail, giving the name of the party offering, the terms of the offer, the sum 
to be paid, and the time the contract is to continue; and he shall put on file 
and preserve the original of all such proposals. 

K. S., sec. 3948. 

The Postmaster-General shall have recorded, in a book to be kept for that 
purpose, a true and faithful abstract of all proposals made to him for carrying 
the mail, giving the name of the party offering, the terms of the offer, the sum 
to be paid, and the time the contract is to continue ; and he shall put on file 
and preserve the originals of all such proposals until the end of the contract 
term to which they relate, after which the proposals that were not accepted 
may be destroyed or disposed of as waste paper. * * • 

1898, June 13, ch. 446, sec. 2, 2 Supp., 788. 



Sec. 469. 

All contracts for carrying the mail shall be in the name of the United 
States, and shall be awarded to the lowest bidder tendering sufficient guarantees 
for faithful performance, without other reference to the mode of transporta- 
tion than may be necessary to provide for the due celerity, certainty, and 
security thereof; but the Postmaster-General shall not be bound to consider 
the bid of any person who has willfully or negligently failed to perform a 
former contract. 

R. S., sec. 3949. 
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1 portation (except where the law authorizing the contract 

2 contemplates a special mode of transportation) than may be 

3 necessary to provide for the due celerity, certainty, and secur- 

4 ity thereof; but the Postmaster-General shall not be bound to 

5 consider the bid of any person who has willfully or negli- 

6 gently failed to perform a former contract. ' 

7 Sec. 470. After any regular bidder whose bid has been 

8 accepted shall fail to enter into contract for the transportation 

9 of the mails according to his proposals, or having entered 

10 into contract, shall fail to commence the performance of the 

11 service stipulated in his contract as therein provided, the 

12 Postmaster-General shall proceed to contract with the next 

13 lowest bidder or bidders in the order of their bids for the same 

14 service, who will enter into a contract for the performance 

15 thereof, unless the Postmaster-General shall consider such bid 

16 or bids too high, and in case each of said bids shall be con- 

17 sidered too high, then the Postmaster-General shall be author- 

18 ized to enter into contract, at a price less than that named in 
* 19 said bids, with any person, whether a bidder or not, who will 

20 enter into contract to perform the service in accordance with 

21 the terms and provisions prescribed for the execution of other 

22 contracts for similar service ; and in case no satisfactory con- 

23 tract can be thus secured, such route shall be readvertised. 
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Sec. 470. 

* * * After any regular bidder whose bid has been accepted shall fail 
to enter into contract for the transportation of the mails according to his 
proposals, or having entered into contract shall fail to commence the perform- 
ance of the service stipulated in his or their contract as therein provided, the 
Postmaster-General shall proceed to contract with the next lowest bidder or 
bidders in the order of their bids, for the same service, who will enter into a 
contract for the performance thereof, unless the Postmaster-General shall con- 
sider such bid or bids too high, and in case each of said bids shall be considered 
too high, then the Postmaster-General shall be authorized to enter into contract, 
at a price less than that named in said bids, with any person, whether a bidder 
or not, who will enter into contract to perform the service in accordance with 
the terms and provisions prescribed for the execution of other contracts for 
similar service, and in case no satisfactory contract can be thus obtained, he 
shall readvertise such route. 

1876, Aug. 11, ch. 260, 1 Supp., 116. 
19 Stat. L., 129. 

* * * and in all cases of regular contracts hereafter made, the contract 
may, in the discretion of the Postmaster-General, be continued in force beyond 
its express terms for a period not exceeding six months, until a new contract 
with the same or other contractors shall be made by the Postmaster-General. 

1876, Aug. 11, ch. 260, 1 Supp., 117. 

Secs. 470-471. 

After any regular bidder or contractor for the transportation of the 
mail upon any route shall have failed to enter into contract, and commence 
the performance as herein provided, the Postmaster-General shall proceed to 
contract with the next lowest bidder for such service, who will enter into a 
contract and perform the same, unless the Postmaster-General shall consider 
such bid too high, in which case he shall readvertise such service. And in all 
cases of regular contracts hereafter made the contract may, in the discretion 
of the Postmaster-General, be continued in force beyond its express terms 
for a period not exceeding six months until a new contract with the same or 
or other contractors shall be made by the Postmaster-General. The Post- 
master-General may contract 2 without advertisement, for a period not to exceed 
twelve months, for the carriage of the mail on such route during the time 
that shall necessarily elapse between the failure of either of the accepted bid- 
ders to enter into a contract and the time when the next accepted bidder 
under the old or a new advertisement shall enter upon his contract; and the 
difference between the price proposed in the accepted bid and that paid for 
intermediate service shall be charged to the failing bidder or bidders, and 
may be recovered in the name of the United States for the use of the Post- 
Office Department, in an action on the case. And when the contract shall be 
made and concluded, the difference between the accepted bid of the failing 
bidders and the amount payable under the contract for the service of two 
years shall be forthwith charged against the failing bidder or bidders; and 
an action for such sum in the nature of liquidated damages shall accrue to the 
United States for the use of the Post-Office Department immediately upon 
the execution of the final contract. And both causes of action mentioned in 
this section may be joined in one suit. 

R. S., sec. 3951. 
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1 Sec. 471. If any bidder whose bid has been accepted, 

2 and who has entered into a contract to perform the service 

3 according to his proposal, and in pursuance of his contract 

4 has entered upon the performance of the service, to the 

5 satisfaction of the Postmaster-General, shall subsequently 

6 fail or refuse to perform the service according to his contract, 

7 the Postmaster-General shall proceed to contract with the 

8 next lowest bidder for such service, under the advertisement 

9 thereof (unless the Postmaster-General shall consider such 

10 bid too high) , who will enter into contract and give bond, 

11 with sureties, to be approved by the Postmaster-General, for 

12 the faithful performance thereof, in the same penalty and 

13 with the same terms and conditions thereto annexed as were 

14 stated and contained in the bond which accompanied his 

15 bid; and in case said next lowest bidder shall decline to enter 

16 into contract for the performance of such service, then the 

17 Postmaster-General may award the service to, and enter 

18 into contract with, any person, whether a bidder on said 

19 route or not, who will enter into contract to perform the 

20 service and execute a bond of like tenor and effect as that 

21 required of bidders, in a penalty to be prescribed, and with 

22 sureties to be approved hy the Postmaster-General, for the 

23 performance of the service contracted to be performed at a 

24 price not exceeding that named in the bid of the said next 

25 lowest bidder; and if no contract can be secured at the price 
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Sec. 471. 

* * * If any bidder whose bid has been accepted, and who has entered 
into a contract to perform the service according to his proposal, and in pursu- 
ance of his contract has entered upon the performance of the service, to the 
satisfaction of the Postmaster-General, shall subsequently fail or refuse to per- 
form the service according to his contract, the Postmaster-General shall proceed 
to contract with the next lowest bidder for such service, under the advertisement 
thereof (unless the Postmaster-General shall consider such bid too high}, who 
will enter into contract and give bond, with sureties to be approved oy the 
Postmaster-General, for the faithful performance thereof, in the same penalty 
and with the same terms and condition thereto annexed as were stated and con- 
tained in the bond which accompanied his bid; and in case said next lowest 
bidder shall decline to enter into contract for the performance of such service, 
then the Postmaster-General may award the service to, and enter into contract 
with, any person, whether a bidder on said route or not, who will enter into con- 
tract to perform the service and execute a bond of like tenor and effect as that 
required of bidders, in a penalty to be prescribed, and with sureties to be ap- 
proved by the Postmaster-General, for the performance of the service con- 
tracted to be performed at a price not exceeding that named in the bid of the 
said next lowest bidder; and if no contract can be secured at the price named 
in said next lowest bid, then the Postmaster-General shall proceed to secure 
a contract, at a price not considered too high, with any person who will execute 
such contract in accordance with the law applicable thereto, giving, in all cases, 
the preference to the regular bidders on tne list whose bids do not exceed the 

Erice at which others will contract therefor; and if no satisfactory contract can 
b thus secured, the route shall be readvertised. 
1876, Aug. 11, ch. 260, 1 Supp., 117. 
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1 named in said next lowest bid, then the Postmaster-General 

2 shall proceed to secure a contract, at a price not considered 

3 too high, with any person who will execute such contract 

4 in accordance with the law applicable thereto, giving in all 

5 cases the preference to the regular bidders on the list whose 

6 bids do not exceed the price at which others will contract 

7 therefor; and if no satisfactory contract can be thus secured, 

8 such route shall be readvertised. 

9 Sec. 472. The Postmaster-General, whenever he may 

10 deem it consistent with the public interest, may accept or 

11 require new surety upon any contract existing or hereafter 

12 made for carrying the mails, in substitution for and release 

13 of any existing surety. 

14 Seo. 473. Except as herein otherwise provided, no con- 

15 tract for carrying the mail shall be made for a longer term 

16 than four years. 

17 Seo. 474. Whenever, by reason of any error, omission, 

18 or other cause, any route which should properly be adver- 

19 tised for the regular letting is omitted, it shall be the duty of 

20 the Postmaster-General to advertise the same as soon as the 

21 error or omission shall be discovered, and the proposals for 

22 such route shall be opened as soon as possible after the other 

23 proposals in the same contract section; and the contract 

24 made under such supplementary advertisement shall run, as 

25 nearly as possible, from the beginning to the end of the 
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Sec. 472. 

The Postmaster-General, whenever he may deem it consistent with the 
public interest, may accept new surety upon any contract existing or hereafter 
made for carrying the mails, in substitution for and release 01 any existing 
surety. 

K. S., sec. 3955. 

The jPostmaster-General, whenever he may deem it consistent with the 
public interest, may accept or require new surety upon any contract existing 
or hereafter made for carrying the mails, in substitution for and release of any 
existing surety. 

1879, Mar. 8, ch. 180, sec. 80, 1 Supp., 250. 

Sec. 473. 

No contract for carrying the mail shall be made for a longer term than 
four years, and no contract for carrying the mail on the sea shall be made for 
a longer term than two years. 

K. S., sec. 3956. 



Sec. 474. 

Whenever, by reason of any error, omission, or other cause, any route 
which should properlv be advertised for the regular letting is omitted, it shall 
be the duty of the Postmaster-General to advertise the same as soon as the 
error or omission shall be discovered, and the proposals for such routes shall 
be opened as soon as possible after the other proposals in the same contract 
section; and the contract made under such supplementary advertisement shall 
run, as nearly as possible, from the beginning to the ena of the regular con- 
tract term, and, during the time necessarily lost by reason of such error, 
omission, or other cause, the Postmaster-General shall provide for the carrying 
of such route at as low rate as possible without advertising. 

R. S., sec. 3957. 



Digitized by 



Google 



452 

1 regular contract term, and., during the time necessarily lost 

2 by reason of such error, omission, or other cause, the Post- 

3 master-General shall provide for the carrying of the mail on 

4 such route at as low rate as possible, without advertising. 

5 Seo. 475. Whenever any accepted bidder shall fail to 

6 eijter into contract, or whenever any contractor on any mail 

7 route shall fail to commence proper service under the con- 

8 tract, or, having commenced, shall fail to continue in the 

9 proper performance thereof, the Postmaster-General may 

10 employ whatever temporary service may be rendered neces- 

11 sary by reason of the failure of any such bidder or contractor, 

12 without advertisement and at the expense of such failing 

13 bidder or contractor and at a rate which the Postmaster- 

14 General may deem reasonable and until the bidder or con- 

15 tractor commences or resumes the proper performance of 

16 service, or until the route can be re-let as herein provided 

17 and service commenced under the new award of contract. 
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Sec. 475. 

* * * The Postmaster-General may contract, without advertisement, 
for a period not to exceed twelve, months, for the carriage of the mail on such 
route during the time that shall necessarily elapse between the failure of either 
of the accepted bidders to enter into a contract and the time when the next 
accepted bidder under the old or a new advertisement shall enter upon his con- 
tract ; and the difference between the price proposed in the accepted bid and 
that pafd for intermediate service shall be charged to the failing bidder or 
bidders, and may be recovered in the name of the United States for the use of 
the Post-Office Department, in an action on the case. * * * 

R. S., sec. 3951. 

Whenever an accepted bidder shall fail to enter into contract^ or a con- 
tractor on any mail route shall fail or refuse to perform the service on said 
route according to his contract, or when a new route shall be established or 
new service required, or when, from any other cause, there shall not be a con- 
tractor legally bound or required to perform such service, the Postmaster- 
General may make a temporary contract for carrying the mail on such route, 
without advertisement, for such period as may be necessary, not in any case 
exceeding one year, until the service shall have commenced under a contract 
made according to law: Provided, however, That the Postmaster-General shall 
not employ temporary service on any route at a higher price than that paid 
to the contractor who shall have performed the service during the last preced- 
ing contract term. 

1876, Aug. 11, ch. 260, 1 Supp., 117; 1879, June 12, ch. 20, 1 Supp., 266. 

Whenever an accepted bidder shall fail to enter into contract or contractor 
on any mail route shall fail or refuse to perform the service on the said route 
according to his contract, or when a new route shall be established or a new 
service required, or when, from any other cause, there shall not be a contractor 
legally bound or required to perform such service, the Postmaster-General may 
make a temporary contract ior carrying the mail on such route, without ad- 
vertisement, for such period as may be necessary, not in any case exceeding 
six months, until the service shall have commenced under a contract made 
according to law ; and any provision of statute in conflict with this provision is 
hereby repealed. 

1879, June 12, ch. 20, 1 Supp., 266. 

Whenever a contractor for postal service fails to commence proper service 
under the contract, or, having commenced service, fails to continue in the proper 
performance thereof, the Postmaster-General may employ temporary service on 
the route, at a rate of pay per annum not to exceed the amount of the bond re- 
quired to accompany proposals for service on such route, as specified in the 
advertisement of the route, or at not exceeding pro rata of such bond, in cases 
where service shall have been ordered to be increased, reduced, curtailed, or 
changed, subsequent to the execution of contract; the cost of such temporary 
service to be charged to the contractor, and to continue until the contractor 
commences or resumes the proper performance of service, or until the route can 
be relet, as now provided by law, and service commenced under the new award 
of contract. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent with the provisions of this 
act being herebv repealed. 

1882, Aug/3, ch. 379, sec. 2, 1 Supp., 372. 

* * * Temporary service rendered necessary by reason of the failure of 
any bidder or contractor to perform the service awarded him under this act 
(meaning the act of July 26, 1892) may be employed by the Postmaster-General 
without advertisement, at a rate which he may deem reasonable, at the expense 
of any such failing bidder or contractor. 

1892, July 26, ch. 249, sec. 1, 2 Supp., 48. 
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1 Sec, 476. After providing for general advertisement 

2 for the transportation of the mails in any State or Territory 

3 as herein required the Postmaster-General may secure any 

4 mail service that may become necessary before the next gen- 

5 eral advertising for said State or Territory by posting, for a 

6 period of not less than ten days, notices in the post-offices at 

7 the termini of any route to be let and upon a bulletin board 

8 in the Post-Office Department inviting proposals in such form 

9 and with guarantee as may be prescribed by the Postmaster- 

10 General for the performance of the proposed service. The 

11 contract for such service shall be made to run to the end of 

12 the contract term under the general advertisement and shall 

13 be made with the lowest eligible bidder whose proposal is in 

14 due form. 

15 Sec. 477. In all cases of regular contracts the contract 

16 may, in the discretion of the Postmaster-General, be con- 

17 tinued in force beyond its express term for a period not ex- 

18 ceeding six months until a new contract with the same or 

19 other contractors shall be made by the Postmaster-General. 

20 Sec 478. Whenever it becomes necessary to change 

21 the terms of an existing contract for carrying the mail other- 

22 wise than as provided in this chapter, notice thereof shall be 

23 given and proceedings had thereon the same as at the letting 

24 of original contracts. 

25 Seo. 479. Compensation for additional service in carry- 

26 ing the mail shall not be in excess of that exact ratio 
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Sec. 476. 

After providing by general advertisement for the transportation of the 
mails in any State or Territory as authorized by law, the Postmaster-General 
may secure any mail service that may become necessary before the next general 
advertisement for said State or Territory by posting notices for a period of 
not less than ten days in the post-offices at the termini of any route to be let, 
and upon a bulletin board in the Post-Office Department, inviting proposals, in 
such form and with such guaranty as may be prescribed by the Postmaster- 
General, for the performance of the proposed service. The contract for such 
service shall be made to run to the end of the contract term under the general 
advertisement, shall be made with the lowest bidder whose proposal is in due 
form, and who, under the law, is eligible as a bidder for such postal service. 

1892, July 26, ch. 249, 2 Supp. - , 47, 



Sec. 477. 

******** And in all cases of regular contracts hereafter 
made the contract may, in the discretion of the Postmaster-General, be continued 
in force beyond its express terms for a period not exceeding six months, until a 
new contract with the same or other contractors shall be made by the Postmaster- 
General. ******* 

R. S., sec. 3951. 



Sec. 478. 

Whenever it becomes necessary to change the terms of an existing contract 
for carrying the mail otherwise than as provided in the preceding section (R. S., 
sec 3957), notice thereof shall be given and proceedings had thereon the same 
as at the letting of original contracts. 

R. S., sec 3958. 



Sec. 479. 

Compensation for additional service in carrying the mail shall not be in 
excess of the exact proportion which the original compensation bears to the 
original service; and when any such additional service is ordered the sum to 
be allowed therefor shall be expressed in the order, and entered upon the 



Digitized by 



Google 



456 

1 to the compensation for the original service which the addi- 

2 tional service bears to the original service ; and when any such 

3 additional service is ordered, the sum to be allowed, therefor 

4 shall be expressed in the order, and shall be entered upon the 

5 books of the department; and no compensation shall be paid 

6 for any additional regular service rendered before the issuing 

7 of such order. 

8 Sec. 480. The Postmaster-General may, in cases where 

9 the mail service will be thereby improved, extend the service 

10 on a mail route under contract at not exceeding pro rata addi- 

11 tional pay for any distance not exceeding twenty-five miles 

12 beyond either terminal point named in said contract: Pro- 

13 vided, That no service shall be extended beyond the original 

14 terminal points more than once during the term for which 

15 the contract shall have been made. 

16 Sec. 481. No extra allowances shall be made for any 

17 increase of expedition in carrying the mail unless the emplov- 

18 ment of additional carriers is made necessary by such in- 

19 creased expedition, and in such case the additional compen- 

20 sation shall not be in excess of the exact ratio to the original 

21 compensation which the additional stock and carriers ren- 

22 dered necessary by the increased expedition bears to the 

23 stock and carriers necessarily employed in the execution of 

24 the original contract; nor shall such additional compensation 

25 exceed in any case fifty per centum of such original compen- 

26 sation. 
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books of the department; and no compensation shall be paid for any addi- 
tional regular service rendered before tne issuing of such order. 
B. S. } sec 3960. 



Sec. 480. 

The Postmaster-General is hereby authorized, in cases where the mail 
service would be thereby improved, to extend service on a mail route under 
contract, at not exceeding pro rata additional pay, for any distance not exceed- 
ing twenty-five miles beyond either terminal point named in said contract: 
Provided, That no service shall be extended beyond the original terminal 
points more than once during the term for which the contract shall have been 
made. 

1882, Aug. 3, ch. 379, sec. 1, 1 Supp., 372. 



Sec. 481. 

No extra allowance shall be made for any increase of expedition in carry- 
ing the mail unless thereby the employment of additional stock and carriers 
is made necessary, and in such case the additional compensation shall bear no 
greater proportion to the additional stock and carriers necessarily employed 
than the compensation in the original contract bears to the stock and carriers 
necessarily employed in its execution. 

K. S., sec. 3961. 

The Postmaster-General shall not hereafter have the power to expedite 
the service under any contract either now existing or hereafter given to a rate 
of pay exceeding fifty per centum upon the contract as originally let. 

1880, Apr. 7, ch. 48, sec. 2, 1 Supp., 280. 
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1 Seo. 482. The Postmaster-General may make deduc- 

2 tions from the pay of contractors, for failures to perform serv- 

3 ice according to contract, and impose fines upon them for 

4 other delinquencies. He may deduct the price of the trip in 

5 all cases where the trip is not performed; and not exceeding 

6 three times the price if the failure be occasioned by the fault 

7 of the contractor or carrier. 

8 Seo. 483. No person whose bid for carrying the mail is 

9 accepted shall receive any pay until he has executed his con- 

10 tract according to the law and the regulations of the 

11 department. 

12 Seo. 484. Whenever any person shall have contracts 

13 for the performance of mail service upon more than one route 

14 and there shall occur any failure to perform the service 

15 according to contract on any one or more of such routes, no 

16 payment shall be made for service on any of the routes under 

17 contract with such person until such failure shall have been 

18 removed and all penalties therefor fully satisfied. 

19 Sec. 485. No contractor for transporting the mail 

20 within the United States or between the United States and 

21 any foreign country shall assign or transfer his contract, and 

22 all such assignments or transfers shall be null and void. 

23 Sec. 486. No subletting of any mail contracts shall be 

24 permitted without the consent in writing of the Postmaster- 

25 General ; and whenever it shall come to the knowledge of the 
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Sec. 482. 

The Postmaster-General may make deductions from the pay of con- 
tractors for failures to perform service according to contract, and impose 
fines upon them for other delinquencies. He may deduct the price of the trip 
in all cases where the trip is not performed; and not exceeding three times 
the price if the failure be occasioned by the fault of the contractor or carrier. 

K. S., sec. 3962. 



Sec. 483. 

No person whose bid for carrying the mail is accepted shall receive any 
pay until he has executed his contract according to law and the regulations 
of the department. 

R. S., sec. 3959. 



Sec. 484. 

* * * Where any person, corporation, or partnership shall have con- 
tracts for the performance of mail service upon more than one route, and any 
failure to perform the service according to contract on any one or more of such 
routes shall occur, no payment shall be made for service on any of the routes 
under contract with such person, corporation, or partnership until such failure 
has been removed and all penalties therefor fully satisfied. 

1882, May 4, ch. 116, 1 Supp., 339. 



Sec. 485. 

No contractor for transporting the mails within or between the United 
States and any foreign country shall assign or transfer his contract, and all 
such assignments or transfers shall be null and void. 

R. S., sec. 3963. 



Sec. 486. 

No subletting or transfer of any mail contracts shall be permitted without 
the consent in writing of the Postmaster-General ; and whenever it shall come 
to the knowledge of the Postmaster-General that any contractor has sublet 
or transferred his contract, except with the consent of the Postmaster-General 
as aforesaid, the same shall be considered as violated and the service may be 
again advertised as herein provided for; and the contractor and his sureties 
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1 Postmaster-General that any contractor has suhlet his con- 

2 tract, except with the consent of the Postmaster-General as 

3 aforesaid, or has transferred his contract, the same shall be 

4 considered as violated and the service may be again adver- 

5 tised as herein provided for; and the contractor and his 

6 securities shall be liable on their bond to the United States 

7 for any damage resulting to the United States in the premises. 

8 Sec. 487. When any person being under contract for 

9 carrying the mails shall lawfully sublet any such contract or 

10 lawfully employ any other person to perform the service or 

11 any part thereof by such contract agreed to be performed, a 

12 copy of such contract of subletting or employment shall be 

13 filed in the office of the assistant director of transportation, 

14 who shall thereupon transmit to the assistant director of ac- 

15 counts and the Auditor for the Post-Office Department a 

16 notice of such filing, embracing the name of the original con- 

17 tractor, the number of the route, the name of the subcon- 

18 tractor and the amount agreed to be paid to the subcontractor. 

19 After the receipt of said notice the amount stated therein as 

20 agreed to be paid to the subcontractor shall be retained out 

21 of the amount due the original contractor and shall be paid 

22 upon the certificate of the assistant director of transportation 

23 to the subcontractor: Provided, That upon satisfactory evi- 

24 dence that the original contractor has paid off and discharged 

25 the amount due under his contract to the subcontractor the 
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shall be liable on their bond to the United States for any damage resulting to 
the United States in the premises. 

1878, May 17, ch. 107, sec. 2, 1 Supp., 165. 



Sec. 487. 

When any person or persons being under contract with the Government 
of the United States for carrying the mails shall lawfully sublet any such 
contract, or lawfully employ any other person or persons to perform the service 
by such contractor agreed to be performed, or any part thereof, he or they shall 
file in the office of the Second Assistant [Postmaster-General a copy of his or 
their contract; and thereupon it shall be the duty of the Second Assistant 
Postmaster-General to notify the Auditor for the Post-Office Department of 
the fact of the filing in his office of such contract. Said notice shall embrace the 
name or names of the original contractor or contractors, the number of the 
route or routes, the name or names of the subcontractor or subcontractors, and 
the amount agreed to be paid to the subcontractor or subcontractors. . And upon 
the receipt of said notice by the Auditor for the Post-Office Deparment it shall 
be his duty to retain, out of the amount due the original contractor or con- 
tractors, the amount stated in said notice as agreed to be paid to the subcon- 
tractor or subcontractors, and shall pay said amount, upon tne certificate of the 
Second Assistant Postmaster-General, to the subcontractor or subcontractors, 
under the same rules and regulations now governing the payments made to 
original contractors: Provided, That upon satisfactory evidence that the origi- 
nal contractor or contractors have paid oflf and discharged the amount due 
under his or their contract to the subcontractor or subcontractors, it shall be 
the duty of the Second Assistant Postmaster-General to certify such fact to the 
Auditor for the Post-Office Department ; and thereupon said auditor shall settle 
with the original contractor or contractors, under the same rules as are now 
provided 'by law for such settlements. 

1878, May 17, ch. 107, sec 3, 1 Supp., 165. 
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1 assistant director of transportation shall certify such fact to 

2 the assistant director of accounts and the Auditor for the Post- 

3 Office Department and settlement shall thereupon be made 

4 with the original contractor as provided by law. 

5 Seo. 488. Whenever any contractor or subcontractor 

6 shall sublet his contract for the transportation of the mail 

7 on any route for a less sum than that for which he contracted 

8 to perform the service, the Postmaster-General may, when- 

9 ever he shall deem it for the good of the service, declare the 

10 original contract at an end, and enter into a contract with the 

11 last subcontractor, without advertising, to perform the service 

12 on the terms at which the last subcontractor agreed with the 

13 original contractor or former subcontractor to perform the 

14 same : Prowded, That such last subcontractor shall enter into 

15 a good and sufficient bond and that the original contractor 

16 shall not be released from his contract until a good and suf- 

17 ficient bond has been made by the last subcontractor and 

18 accepted by the Post-Office Department: Provided further, 

19 That when a contract is declared at an end in pursuance of 

20 this section the contractor shall not be entitled to any extra 

21 pay, allowance, or indemnity by reason of such annulment. 

22 Seo. 489. Whenever any person performing any serv- 

23 ice for any contractor or subcontractor in carrying the mail 

24 shall file m the department his contract for such service, he 

25 shall, upon the submission of satisfactory evidence of its sub- 
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Seo. 488. 

Whenever any contractor or subcontractor shall sublet his contract for 
the transportation of the mail on any route for a less sum than that for which 
he contracted to perform the service, the Postmaster-General may, whenever 
he shall deem it for the good of the service, declare the original contract at an 
end, and enter into a contract with the last subcontractor, without advertising, 
to perform the service on the terms at which the last subcontractor agreed witli 
the original contractor or former subcontractor to perform the same : Provided, 
That such last subcontractor shall enter into a good and sufficient bond and that 
the original contractor shall not be released from his contract until a good and 
sufficient bond has been made by such last subcontractor and accepted by the 
Post-Office Department: Provided, further, That when a contract hereafter 
made is declared void on account of its having been sublet, the contractor shall 
not be entitled to one month's extra pay as provided for by law. 

1882, May 4, ch. 116, 1 Supp., 338. 



Sec. 489. 

If any person shall hereafter perform any service for any contractor or 
subcontractor in carrying the mail, he shall, upon filing in the department his 
contract for such service, and satisfactory evidence of its performance there- 
after, have a lien on any money due such contractor or subcontractor for such 
service to the amount of the same; and if such contractor or subcontractor 
shall fail to pay the party or parties who have performed service as aforesaid 
the amount due for such service within two months after the expiration of the 

Quarter in which such service shall have been performed, the Postmaster- 
general may cause the amount to be paid said party or parties and charged to 
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1 sequent performance, have a lien on any money due the con- 

2 tractor or subcontractor to the amount owing such person for 

3 such service ; and if such contractor or subcontractor shall fail 

4 to pay such lienor the amount owing for such service within 

5 two months after the expiration of the quarter in which such 

6 service shall have been performed, the Postmaster-General 

7 may cause the amount so owing to be paid to such lienor and 

8 charged to the contractor or subcontractor: Provided, That 
9. such payment shall not in any case exceed the amount pay- 

10 able to such contractor or subcontractor for the period covered 

11 by such claim of the lienor. 



Digitized by 



Google 



465 

the contractor, prodded that such payment shall not in any case exceed the 
rate of pay per annum of the contractor or subcontractor, 
1882, May 4, ch. 11C, 1 Supp., 339. 
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1 Chaptee Ten;. 

2 mail transportation by railway and railway mail 

3 SERVICE. 



Sec. 

490. Railway routes to be classified. 

491. Postmaster-General to decide what 

trains to carry mail. 

492. Railroad company to carry mall on 

any train. 

493. Free transportation of railway mail 

clerks. 

494. Conditions of and rates for railway 

service. 

495. Method of ascertaining average daily 

weight. 

496. Expense of taking and verifying 

weight of mails. 

497. Additional pay for railway post-office 

cars. 

498. Fines for failure to maintain regular 

train schedule. 

499. Reduction in pay upon failure to 

transport upon fastest train. 

500. Construction, fitting, and maintenance 

of railway post-office cars. 

501. Failure to provide or properly equip 

railway post-office cars. 

502. Pay for carrying mall on land-grant 

roads. 
508. Special arrangements for transporta- 
tion of official mail. 



Sec. 

504. When mall may be carried on railroad 

routes by horse express or otherwise. 

505. Mall messenger service. 

506. Special transfer between Bast St 

Louis and St. Louis. 

507. Weather signals on postal cars. 

508. Classes and salaries of railway postal 

clerks. 

509. Adjustment of salaries within classes. 

510. Appointment and promotion of railway 

postal clerks. 

511. Uniforms of railway postal clerks. 

512. Division superintendents and other 

field officers of railway mail service. 

513. Traveling expenses of division super- 

intendents, etc. 

514. Per diem allowance of assistant super- 

intendents. 

515. Designated residence of railway postal 

clerks. 

516. Leave of absence. 

517. Preference in assignment to honor- 

ably discharged soldiers and sailors. 

518. Acting clerks in place of injured 

clerks, and payments to representa- 
tives of clerks killed while on duty. 



4 Sec. 490. The Postmaster-General shall classify the 

5 railroad routes on which the mail is carried by the average 

6 weight per day carried over the length thereof in accordance 

7 with the schedule of average weights prescribed in section 

8 five hundred and seven for the adjustment of railway mail 

9 compensation. He shall cause to be compiled and kept from 

10 the returns of the quadrennial weighing hereinafter provided 

11 for, the returns of the division superintendents of the Railway 

12 Mail Service, and other official returns available for the pur- 
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Seo. 490. 

The Postmaster-General shall arrange the railway routes on which the 
mail is carried, including those in which the service is partly by railway and 
partly by steamboat, into three classes, according to the size of the mails, the 
speed at which they are carried, and the frequency and importance of the 
service, so that each railway company shall receive, as far as practicable, a 
proportionate and just rate of compensation, according to the service per- 
formed. 

R. S., sec. 3997, 
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1 pose, a record of each route of each class, exhibiting (a) the 

2 length of such route, (b) the average daily weight of mail 

3 transported thereover, (c) the computed number of tons of 

4 mail carried one mile in each year thereover, (d) the com- 

5 puted compensation paid per ton per mile for the transporta- 

6 tion of such mail, (e) the number of trains per day, (f) the 

7 number of compartment cars used, (g) the number of rail- 

8 way post-office cars used, (h) the number of storage cars 

9 used, (i) the number of railway mail clerks employed, (j) 

10 the compensation paid for the transportation of the mails, 

11 (k) the additional compensation, if any, allowed for railway 

12 post-office cars, (1) the total compensation for the transpor- 

13 tation of the mail upon said route, and (m) the estimated 

14 amount paid annually by the railroad for the carriage of mails 

15 to and from intermediate post-offices and postal stations on 

16 the line of said route. Said record shall further exhibit for 

17 each of said routes the following of the above-mentioned 

18 items: (b) the average daily weight of mail, (c) the com- 

19 puted number of tons of mail carried one mile in each year, 

20 (d) the computed compensation paid per ton per mile, 

21 (j) the compensation paid, (k) the additional compensation 

22 paid, if any, and (1) the total compensation paid, in respect 

23 of mail carried in (first) pouches and sacks, (second) stor- 

24 age cars, (third) compartment cars, and (fourth) railway 

25 post-office cars, respectively. 
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1 He shall also cause to be compiled and kept, by route as 

2 well as by totals, separate records of all mail traijtsported in 

3 (first) pouches and sacks, (second) storage cars, (third) 

4 compartment cars, and (fourth) railway post-office cars, in 

5 respect of each of the items of (a) distance, (b) average daily 

6 weight, (c) ton-miles, (d) ton-mile compensation, (e) 

7 number of trains, (f ) number of compartment cars, (g) 

8 number of post-office cars, (h) number of storage cars, (i) 

9 number of clerks employed, (j) compensation, (k) addi- 

10 tional compensation, (1) total compensation, (m) railway- 

11 paid messenger service, (n) number of pouches, (o) num- 

12 ber of sacks, (p) estimated number of pieces, and (q) size 

13 of cars, in so far as such items may be applicable to the re- 

14 spective services mentioned. 

15 Sec. 491. The Postmaster-General shall in all cases 

16 decide upon what trains and in what manner the mail shall 

17 be conveyed. 

18 Sec. 492. Every railway company carrying the mail 

19 shall carry on any train which may run over its road, and with- 

20 out extra charge therefor, all mailable matter directed to be 

2 1 carried thereon, with the persons in charge of the same. 

22 Sec. 493. All railway companies carrying mail may fur- 

23 nish free transportation on the line of their respective roads 

24 to railway mail clerks. 
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Sec. 491. 

The Postmaster-General shall, in all cases, decide upon what trains and in 
what manner the mails shall be conveyed. 
1879, Mar. 3, ch. 180, sec. 3, 1 Supp., 240. 



Sec. 492. 

Every railway company carrying the mail shall cany on any train which 
may run over its road, and without extra charge therefor, all mailable matter 
directed to be carried thereon, with the person in charge of the same. 

K. S*, sec. 4000. 



Sec. 493. 

All railway companies carrying mail may furnish free transportation on 
the line of their respective roads to railway mail clerks. 
1896, June 9, ch. 386, 2 Supp., 510. 
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1 Sec. 494. The Postmaster-General shall adjust the 

2 compensation to be paid for the transportation of mails on 

3 railway routes upon the conditions and at the rates following: 

4 First. That the mails shall be conveyed with due fre- 

5 quency and speed; that sufficient and suitable room, fixtures, 

6 and furniture in a car or apartment properly lighted and 

7 warmed shall be provided for railway postal clerks to accom- 

8 pany and distribute the mails. 

9 ■ Second. That the pay per mile per annum shall not ex- 

10 ceed the following rates, namely: On routes earning their 

11 whole length an average weight of mails per day of two hun- 

12 dred pounds, forty-two dollars and seventy-five cents; five 

13 hundred pounds, sixty-four dollars and twelve cents; one 

14 thousand pounds, eighty-five dollars and fifty cents; one thou- 

15 sand five hundred pounds, one hundred and six dollars and 

16 eighty-seven cents; two thousand pounds, one hundred and 

17 twenty-eight dollars and twenty-five cents; three thousand 

18 five hundred pounds, one hundred and forty-nine dollars and 

19 sixty-two cents ; five thousand pounds, one hundred and sev- 

20 enty-one dollars; and for each additional two thousand 

21 pounds in excess of five thousand pounds up to an average 

22 daily weight of mail of forty-eight thousand pounds, twenty 

23 dollars and thirty cents additional; and for each additional 

24 two thousand pounds in excess of forty-eight thousand 

25 pounds, nineteen dollars and twenty-four cents upon all roads 

Digitized by 



Google 



473 

Sec. 494. 

(a) The Postmaster-General is authorized and directed to readjust the 
compensation hereafter to be paid for the transportation of mails on railroad 
routes upon the conditions and at the rates hereinafter mentioned : 

First. That the mails shall be conveyed with due frequency and speed; and 
that sufficient and suitable room, fixtures, and furniture, in a car or apartment 
properly lighted and warmed, shall be provided for route agents to accompany 
and distribute the mails. 

Second. That the pay per mile per annum shall not exceed the following 
rates, namely: On routes carrying their whole length an average weight 01 
mails per day of two hundred pounds, fifty dollars; five hundred pounds^ 
seventy-five dollars; one thousand pounds, one hundred dollars; one thousand 
five hundred pounds, one hundred and twenty-five dollars; two thousand 
pounds, one hundred and fifty dollars; three thousand five hundred pounds, 
one hundred and seventy-five dollars; five thousand pounds, two hundred 
dollars, and twenty-five dollars additional for every additional two thousand 
pounds, the average weight to be ascertained, in every case, by the actual 
weighing of the mails for such a number of successive working days, not less 
than thirty, at such times, after June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and seventy- 
three, and not less frequently than once in every four years, and the result 
to be stated and verified in such form and manner as the Postmaster-General 
may direct. 

K. S., sec. 4002. 

(b) The Postmaster-General * * * is hereby authorized and directed 
to readjust the compensation to be paid from and alter the first day of July y 
eighteen hundred and seventy-six, for transportation of mails on railroad routes 
by reducing the compensation to all railroad companies for the transportation 
of mails ten per centum per annum from the rates fixed and allowed by the first 
section of an act entitled "An act making appropriations for the service of the 
Post-Office Department for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hun- 
dred and seventy- four, and for other purposes," approved March third, eighteen 
hundred and seventy-three (R. S., sec. 4002), for the transportation of mails 
on the basis of the average weight. 

1876, July 12, ch. 179, sec. 1; 1 Supp., 110. 
19 Stat. L., 79. 

(c) The Postmaster-General * * * is hereby authorized and directed 
to readjust the compensation to be paid from and after the first day of July, 
eighteen hundred and seventy-eight, for transportation of mails on railway 
routes by reducing the compensation to all railroad companies for the trans- 
portation of mails five per centum per annum from the rates for the transporta- 
tion of mails, on the basis of the average weight fixed and allowed by the first 
section of an act entitled "An act making appropriations for the service of the 
Post-Office Department for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, eighteen 
hundred and seventy-seven, and for other purposes," approved July twelfth^ 
eighteen hundred and seventy-six. 

1878, June 17, ch. 259, sec. 1, 1 Supp., 187. 

(d) The Postmaster-General is hereby authorized and directed to read- 
just the compensation to be paid from and "after the first day of July, nineteen 
hundred and seven, for the transportation of mail on railroad routes carrying 
their whole length an average weight of mails per day of upward of* five 
thousand pounds by making the following changes in the present rates per 
mile per annum for the transportation of mail on such routes, and hereafter 
the rates on such routes shall be as follows: On routes carrying their whole 
length an average weight of mail per day of more than five thousand pounds 
and less than forty-eight thousand pounds the rates shall be five per centum 
less than the present rates on all weight carried in excess of five thousand 
pounds ; and on routes carrying their whole length an average weight of mail 
per day of more than forty-eight thousand pounds the rate shall be five per 
centum less than the present rate on all weight carried in excess of five thousand 
pounds up to forty-eight thousand pounds, and for each additional two 
thousand pounds in excess of forty-eight thousand pounds at the rate of 
nineteen dollars and twenty-four cents upon all roads other than land-grant 
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1 other than land-grant roads, and seventeen dollars and ten 

2 cents upon all land-grant roads, 

3 Sec. 495. The average weight of mails per day carried 

4 over the whole length of any railway route upon which the 

5 rate of compensation is to be adjusted as provided in the last 

6 preceding section shall be ascertained in every case by the 

7 actual weighing of the mails on such route for such a number 

8 of working days not less than ninety and not less frequently 

9 than once in every four years, as the Postmaster-General 

10 may direct. 

11 Sec. 496. Out of the appropriation for inland mail 

12 transportation the Postmaster-General is authorized to pay 

13 the expenses of taking, stating, and verifying the weights of 

14 mails on railroad routes as provided by law; and he is di- 

15 rected to have the mails weighed as often as provided by 

16 law by the employees of the Post-Oflice Department, and 

17 have the weights stated and verified to him by said em- 

18 ployees under such instructions as he may consider just to 

19 the Post-Office Department and the railroad companies. 

20 Sec. 497. Additional pay may be allowed for every 

21 line comprising a daily trip each way of railway post-office 

22 cars and shall be at a rate not exceeding twenty-five dollars 

23 per mile per annum for cars forty feet in length, twenty- 

24 seven dollars and fifty cents per mile per annum for forty- 

25 five foot cars, thirty-two dollars and fifty cents per mile per 
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roads, and upon all land-grant roads the rate shall be seventeen dollars and 
ten cents for each two thousand pounds carried in excess of said forty-eight 
thousand pounds. 

1907, Mar. 2, ch. 2513; 34 Stat. L., 1212. 

Sec. 495. 

Provided, That hereafter before making the readjustment of pay for 
transportation of mails on railroad routes, the average weight shall be ascer- 
tained by the actual weighing of the mails for such a number of successive 
working days not less than ninety, at such times after June thirtieth, nineteen 
hundred and five, and not less frequently than once in every four years, and 
the result to be stated and verified in such form and manner as the Postmaster- 
General mav direct. 

1905, Mar. 3, 34 .h Stats. L. 



Sec. 496. 

* * * (The Postmaster-General) is hereby directed to have the mails 
weighed, as often as now provided by law, by the employees of the Post-Office 
Department, and have the weights stated and verified to nim by said employees 
under such instructions as he may consider just to the Post-Office Department 
and the railroad companies. 

Out of the appropriation for inland mail transportation the Postmaster- 
General is authorized hereafter to pay the expenses of taking, the weights of 
mails on railroad routes. 

1875, Mar. 3, ch. 128, sec. 1, 1 Supp., 70. 

18 Stat. L., 341. 



Sec. 497. 

Additional pay may be allowed for every line comprising a daily trip each 
way of railway post-office cars, at a rate not exceeding twenty-five dollars per 
mile per annum for cars forty feet in length ; and thirty dollars per mile per 
annum for forty-five-foot cars; and forty dollars per mile per annum for fifty- 
foot cars ; and fifty dollars per mile per annum for fifty-five to sixty- foot cars. 

K. S., sec. 4004. 

After July 1, 1907, additional pay allowed for every line comprising a 
daily trip each way of railway post-office cars shall be at a rate not exceeding 
twenty -five dollars per mile per annum for cars forty feet in length and twenty- 
seven dollars and fifty cents per mile per annum for forty-five-foot cars, and 
thirty-two dollars and fifty cents per mile per annum for fifty-foot cars, and 
forty dollars per mile per annum for cars fifty-five feet or more in length. 

1907, Mar. 2, ch. 2513; 34 Stat. L., 1212. 
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1 annum for fifty-foot cars, and forty dollars per mile per an- 

2 num for cars fifty-five feet or more in length. 

3 Sec. 498. The Postmaster-General shall require the 

4 railroads carrying the mails to maintain their regular train 

5 schedules as to time of arrival and departure of the mails, 

6 and shall impose and collect reasonable fines for delay 

7 when such delay is not caused by unavoidable accidents or 

8 conditions. 

9 Sec. 499. If any railroad company shall fail or refuse 

10 to transport the mails, when required by the Postmaster- 

11 General, upon the fastest train or trains run upon said road, 

12 said company shall have its pay reduced fifty per centum of 

13 the amount provided by law. 

14 Sec. 500. All cars or parts of cars used for the railway 

15 mail service shall be of such style, length, and character, and 

16 furnished in such manner as shall be required by the Post- 
17 master-General, and shall be constructed, fitted up, and main- 

18 tained, heated, and lighted, by and at the expense of the 

19 railroad companies. 

20 Sec. 501. When any railroad company fails or refuses 

21 to provide railway post-office cars when required by the 

22 Postmaster-General, or shall fail or refuse to provide suitable 

23 safety heaters and safet}' lamps therefor, with such number 

24 of saws and axes to each car for use in case of accident as 

25 may be required by the Postmaster-General, said company 
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Sec. 498. 

The Postmaster-General shall require all railroads carrying the mails under 
contract to comply with the terms of said contract as to the time of arrival 
and departure of said mails, and it shall be his duty to impose and collect 
reasonable fines for delay when such delay is not caused by unavoidable acci- 
dents or conditions. 

Note. — The act of March 2, 1907, making appropriation for the service 
of the Post-Office Department from July 1, 1907, changes the words "under 
contract to comply with the terms of said contract" to "to maintain their 
regular train schedules." 

1906, June 26, ch. 3546, 34 Stat. L., 472. 

That the Postmaster-General shall require all railroads carrying the mails 
to maintain their regular train schedules as to time of arrival and departure of 
said mails, and it shall be his duty to impose and collect reasonable fines for 
delay when such delay is not caused by unavoidable accidents or conditions. 

1907, Mar. 2, ch. 2513, 34 Stat. L., 1212. 
Sec. 499. 

* * * If any railroad company shall fail or refuse to transport the 
mails, when required by the Post-Office Department, upon the fastest tram or 
trains run upon said road, said company shall have its pay reduced fifty per 
centum of the amount provided by law. 

1884, July 5, ch. 234, 1 Supp., 467. 



Sec. 500. 

AH cars or parts of cars used for the railway mail service shall be of such 
style, length, ana character, and furnished in such manner as shall be required 
by the Postmaster-General, and shall be constructed, fitted up, and maintained, 
heated, and lighted by and at the expense of the railroad companies. 

1879, Mar. 3, ch. 180, sec 4, 1 Supp., 246. 



Sec. 501. 

* * * When any railroad company fails or refuses to provide railway 
post-office cars when reouired by the Post-Office Department, or shall fail or 
refuse to provide suitable safety heaters and safety lamps therefor, with such 
number of saws and axes to each car for use in case of accident as may be 
required by the Post-Office Department, said company shall have its pay 
reduced ten per centum on the rates fixed (by law). * * * 

1881, Mar. 1, ch. 96, 1 Supp., 319. 
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1 shall have its pay reduced ten per centum on the rates fixed 

2 by law. 

3 Sec. 502. Eailroad companies whose railroad was con- 

4 structed in whole or in part by a land grant made by Congress 

5 on the condition that the mails should be transported over 

6 their road at such price as Congress should by la^ direct shall 

7 receive only eighty per centum of the compensation author- 

8 ized by this Act, except, as otherwise expressly provided in 

9 section four hundred and ninety-four. 

10 Sec. 503. The Postmaster-General is authorized to pro- 

11 vide for the transportation of the official matter of any depart- 

12 ment of the Government, over any railroad or express com- 

13 pany, whenever he can do so at a saving to the Government 

14 and without detriment to the public service. 

15 Sec. 504. If the Postmaster-General is unable to con- 

16 tract for carrying the mail on any railroad route within the 

17 limits of compensation provided by law he may contract, 

18 either with or without advertising, for carrying such mail by 

19 horse or automobile express or otherwise at the greatest speed 

20 that can reasonably be obtained. 

21 Sec. 505. The Postmaster-General may employ such 

22 mail-messenger service as may be necessary for the carriage 

23 of the mails in connection with railroad and steamboat serv- 

24 ice, transfer service between depots, over bridges or ferries, 

25 between post-offices and between post-offices and mail sta- 
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Sec. 502. 

Kailroad companies whose railroad was constructed in whole or in part by 
a laijd grant made by Congress on the condition that the mails should be trans- 
ported over their road at such price as Congress should by law direct shall 
receive only eighty per centum of the compensation authorized by this act. 

1876, July 12, ch. 179, sec. 13, 1 Supp., 110. 

19 Stat. L., 82. 



Sec. 503. 

The Postmaster-General is authorized to provide for the transportation of 
official matter of any department of the Government, over any railroad or 
express company, whenever he can do so at a saving to the Government and 
without detriment to the public service : Provided, That nothing in this section 
shall* apply to official matter franked by Members of Congress. 

1892, July 13, ch. 165, sec. 5, 2 Supp., 34. 



Sec. 504. 

If the Postmaster-General is unable to contract for carrying the mail on 
any railway route at a compensation not exceeding the maximum rates herein 
provided, or for what he may deem a reasonable and fair compensation, he may 
separate the letter mail from the other mail, and contract, either with or with- 
out advertising, for carrying such letter mail by horse express or otherwise, at 
the greatest speed that can reasonably be obtained, and for*carrying the other 
maifin wagons, or otherwise, at a slower rate of speed. 

R. S., sec. 3999. 



Sec. 505. 

The Postmaster-General * * * is hereby authorized to employ such 
mail-messenger service as may be necessary for the carriage of the mails in con- 
nection with railroad and steamboat service, transfer service between depots, 
over bridges or ferries, between post-offices, post-offices and branch offices or 
stations, in cases where by the laws and regulations of the Post-Office Depart- 
ment, railroad companies, steamboat companies, and the masters of vessels are 
not required to deliver into and take from the post-offices the mails carried on 
their lines or vessels. 

1887, Mar. 3, ch. 346, 1 Supp., 557. 
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1 tions in cases where, by the laws and regulations of the 

2 Post-Office Department, railroad companies, steamboat com- 

3 panies, and the masters of vessels are not required to deliver 

4 into and take from the post-offices the mails carried on their 

5 lines or vessels. 

<> Sec. 506. The Postmaster-General may, in his discre- 

7 tion, pay from appropriations for transportation by railroad 

8 routes for the special transfer and terminal service between 

9 the Union Station at East Saint Louis, Illinois, and the Union 

10 Station at Saint Louis, Missouri, including the use, lighting 

11 and heating of mail building and the transfer service at Saint 

12 Louis, at the rate of not exceeding fifty thousand dollars per 

13 annum. 

14 Sec. 507. The Postmaster-General in cooperation with 

15 the Secretary of Agriculture may make arrangements for the 

16 display on all cars or other conveyances used in transporting 

17 the mails of suitable flags or other signals to be furnished by 

18 the Chief of the Weather Bureau to indicate weather fore- 

19 casts. 

20 Sec. 508. The Postmaster-General may appoint clerks, 

21 to such number and of such respective grades and salaries as 

22 may be provided for in the annual appropriation Acts for the 

23 service of the Post-Office Department, for the purpose of 

24 assorting and distributing the mail in railway post-offices. 

25 Such clerks shall be designated as railway postal clerks and 
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Sec. 506. 

The Postmaster-General is hereby authorized, in his discretion, to pay from 
appropriations for transportation by railroad routes for the special transfer 
and terminal service between the Union Station at East Saint Louis, Illinois, 
and the Union Station at Saint Louis, Missouri, including the use, lighting, and 
heating of mail building and the transfer service at Saint Louis, at the rate of 
not exceeding fifty thousand dollars per annum. 

1899, Mar. 1, ch. 327, sec. 3, 2 Supp., 958. 



Sec. 507. 

The Secretary of Agriculture, in cooperation with the Postmaster-General, 
may arrange a plan by which there shall be displayed on all cars and other 
conveyances used for transporting United States mail suitable flags or other 
signals to indicate weather forecasts, cold- wave warnings, frost warnings, and 
so forth, to be furnished by the Chief of the Weather Bureau. 

1896, Apr. 25, ch. 140, 2 Supp., 459. 



Sec. 508. 

The Postmaster-General may appoint clerks for the purpose of assorting 
and distributing the mail in railway post-offices, each of whom shall be paicL 
out of the appropriation for transportation of the mail, a salary at the rate or 
not more than one thousand four hundred dollars a year each to the head clerks, 
nor more than one thousand two hundred dollars a year each to the other clerks. 

R. S., sec. 4025. 
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1 shall be divided into the following classes with corresponding 

2 salaries per annum not exceeding the following rates : 

3 Class one (B) , at not exceeding eight hundred dollars; 

4 Class one (A) , at not exceeding nine hundred dollars; 

5 . Class two, at not exceeding one thousand dollars ; 

6 Class three, at not exceeding one thousand one hundred 

7 dollars; 

8 Class four (B) , at not exceeding one thousand two hun- 

9 dred dollars ; 

10 Class four (A) , at not exceeding one thousand three 

11 hundred dollars; 

12 Class five (B) , at not exceeding one thousand four 

13 hundred dollars; 

14 Class five (A) , at not exceeding one thousand five 

15 hundred dollars; 

16 Class six, at not exceeding one thousand six hundred 

17 dollars; 

18 Chief clerks, at not exceeding one thousand eight hun- 

19 dred dollars, 

20 Sec. 509. The Postmaster-General in fixing the salaries 

21 of railway postal clerks of the different classes mentioned in 

22 the last preceding section may fix different salaries for clerks 

23 of the same class according to the amount of work done and 

24 the responsibility incurred by each, but shall not, in any case, 
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Sec. 509. 

Persons in the Railway Mail Service, known as railway post-office clerks, 
route agents, local agents, and mail-route messengers, shall be designated as 
railway postal clerks, and (be) divided into five classes, whose salaries shall not 
exceed the following rates per annum : 

First class, not exceeding eight hundred dollars ; 

Second class, not exceeding nine hundred dollars ; 

Third class, not exceeding one thousand dollars; 

Fourth class, not exceeding one thousand two hundred dollars ; 

And fifth class, not exceeding one thousand four hundred dollars : 

Provided, That the Postmaster-General, in fixing the salaries of clerks in 
the different classes, may fix different salaries for clerks of the same class, 
according to the amount of work done and the responsibility incurred by each, 
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1 allow a higher salary to any clerk of any class than the maxi- 

2 mum salary fixed by the preceding section for such class. 



3 Sec. 510. On entering the service railway postal clerks 

4 shall be appointed to and receive the salary of the lowest 

5 grade, and shall be promoted only from grade to successive 

6 grade, and no such clerk shall be advanced in salary more 

7 than two grades in any period of one year's service. 

8 Sec. 511. Railway postal clerks shall not be required to 

9 wear uniform other than a cap or badge. 

10 Sec. 512. The Postmaster-General may appoint fifteen 

11 division superintendents, at a salary of three thousand dollars 
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but shall not, in any case 2 allow a higher salary to any clerk of any class than 
the maximum fixed by this act for the class to which such clerk belongs. 

1882, July 81, ch. 361, 1 Supp., 362. 

See R. S., sec. 4024. 

Note. — The Postmaster-General may appoint clerks for the purpose of 
assorting and distributing the mail in railway post-offices * * * (who) 
shall * * * be designated as railway postal clerks, and (be) divided into 
six classes, whose salaries shall not exceed the following rates per annum: 

Class 1, at not exceeding eight hundred dollars; 

Class 2, at not exceeding nine hundred dollars; 

Class 3, at not exceeding one thousand dollars; 

Class 4 (B), at not exceeding one thousand one hundred dollars; 

Class 4 (A), at not exceeding one thousand two hundred dollars; 

Class 5 (B), at not exceeding one thousand three hundred dollars; 

Class 5 (A), at not exceeding one thousand four hundred dollars; 

Class 6, at not exceeding one thousand five hundred dollars ; 

Chief clerks, at not exceeding one thousand six hundred dollars : 

Provided, That the Postmaster-General, in fixing the salaries of clerks in 
the different classes, may fix different salaries for clerks of the same class, 
according to the amount of work done and the responsibility incurred by each, 
but shall not, in any case, allow a higher salary to any clerk of any class than 
the maximum fixed by this section for the class to which such clerk belongs. 

E. S., sec. 4024, 4025. 

1882, July 3, ch. 361, 22 Stat. L., 180. 

1895, Feb. 28, ch. 140, 28 Stat. L., 692. 

1900, June 3, ch. 613, 31 Stat. L., 258. 

1902, Apr. 21, ch. 563, 32 Stat. L., 115. 

1903, Mar. 3, ch. 1009, 32 Stat. L., 1172. 
1906, June 26, ch. 3546, 34 Stat. L., 473. 

Additional Note. — The act of March 2, 1907, making appropriations for 
the service of the Post-Office Department fixes the salaries of railway postal 
clerks from July 1, 1907, as follows: 

Class 1 ,(B}, at not exceeding eight hundred dollars; 

Class 1 (A), at not exceeding nine hundred dollars; 

Class 2, at not exceeding one thousand dollars; 

Class 3, at not exceeding one thousand one hundred dollars ; 

Class 4 CB), at not exceeding one thousand four hundred dollars; 

Class 4 (A), at not exceeding one thousand three hundred dollars; 

Class 5 (B), at not exceeding one thousand four hundred dollars; 

Class 5 (A), at not exceeding one thousand five hundred dollars; 

Class 6, at not exceeding one thousand six hundred dollars. 

Sec. 510. 

Chief clerks, at not exceeding one thousand eight hundred dollars; and 
provides further that after such date railway mail clerks on entering the serv- 
ice shall receive the salary of the lowest grade, and no clerk shall be advanced 
more than two hundred dollars in any period of one year's service. 



Sec. 511. 

(Railway) postal clerks * * * shall not be required to wear uniform 
other than a cap or badge. 

1879, Mar. 3, ch. 180, 1 Supp., 245. 

Sec. 512. 

(The Postmaster-General may appoint a) general superintendent (of 
Railway Mail Service), at (a salary of) three thousand five hundred dollars 
(per annum) ; one assistant general superintendent, at (a salary of) three 
thousand dollars (per annum) ; one chief clerk, office of general superin- 
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1 per annum each ; fifteen assistant division superintendents, at 

2 a salary of two thousand dollars per annum each ; five assist- 

3 ant superintendents of railway mail service, at a salary of two 

4 thousand dollars per annum each ; nineteen assistant superin- 

5 tendents of railway mail service, at a salary of one thousand 

6 eight hundred dollars per annum each. 



7 Sec. 513. Division superintendents, assistant division 

8 superintendents, chief clerks of railway mail service, and 

9 postal clerks shall be paid their actual and necessary expenses 

10 while actually traveling on business of the Post-Office Depart- 

1 1 ment and away from their several designated headquarters. 
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tendent at (a salary of), two thousand dollars (per annum) ; eleven division 
superintendents, at (a salary of) two thousand seven hundred dollars (per 
annum) each; (ahd) eleven assistant division superintendents at (a salary of) 
one thousand eight hundred dollars (per annum) each; * * * 

1901, Mar. 3, ch. 851, 31 Stat. L., 1104. 

Note. — The act of June 26, 1906, provides : " Railway Mail Service : One 
general superintendent, at $4,000; one assistant general superintendent, at 
$3,500 ; one chief clerk, office of general superintendent, at $2,000 ; one assistant 
chief clerk, office of general superintendent, at $1,800; eleven division superin- 
tendents, at $3,000 each; eleven assistant division superintendents, at $1,800 
each; five assistant superintendents, at $1,800 each; nineteen assistant superin- 
tendents, at $1,600 each." The act of March 2, 1907, making appropriations 
for the service of the Post-Office Department, fixes the salaries of assistant 
division superintendents at $2,000 a year, and of the two classes of assistant 
superintendents above named at $2,000 and $1,800 each a year from July 
1 1907 

1906, June 26, ch. 3546, 34 Stat. L., 473. 

(The Postmaster-General may appoint) twenty-two assistant superin- 
tendents (at a salary of), one thousand six hundred dollars (per annum) 
each; (and) ninety-five chief clerks, at (a salary of) one thousand six hundred 
dollars (per annum) each; * * * 

1901, Mar. 3, ch. 851, 31 Stat. L., 1105. 

Railway Mail Service : Eor eleven division superintendents, at three thou- 
sand dollars each; eleven assistant division superintendents, at two thousand 
dollars each; five assistant superintendents, at two thousand dollars each; 
nineteen assistant superintendents, at one thousand eight hundred dollars each ; 
one hundred and thirty-one chief clerks, at one thousand eight hundred dollars 
each; two hundred and seventy-one clerks, class six, at not exceeding one 
thousand six hundred dollars each; one thousand two hundred and seventy- 
four clerks, class five, at not exceeding one thousand five hundred dollars each ; 
five hundred and thirty clerks, class five, at not exceeding one thousand four 
hundred dollars each; two thousand one hundred clerks, class four, at not 
exceeduig one thousand three hundred dollars each ; two thousand two hundred 
and twenty-five clerks, class four, at not exceeding one thousand two hundred 
dollars each; five thousand eight hundred clerks, class three, at not exceeding 
one thousand one hundred dollars each; two thousand one hundred clerks, 
class two, at not exceeding one thousand dollars each; eight hundred and ten 
clerks, class one, at not exceeding nine hundred dollars each; eight hundred 
clerks, class one, at not exceeding eight hundred dollars each ; in all, eighteen 
million five hundred and eighty-eight thousand dollars : Provided, That the 
Postmaster-General may, in nis discretion, under such regulations as he may 
provide, allow a clerk who is sick leave of absence with pay, his duties to be 

Performed without expense to the Government during the period for which 
e is granted leave, not exceeding thirty days in any fiscal year. 

That the Postmaster-General be, and he is hereby, authorized to create an 
additional division of the Railway Mail Service with headquarters at New 
Orleans, Louisiana, and to assign to duty one division superintendent, in 
addition to those heretofore appointed, and who shall be paid a salary of three 
thousand dollars per annum; and one additional assistant division superin- 
tendent, at two thousand dollars per annum, and to defray the expense of said 
headquarters the sum of twenty thousand dollars is hereby appropriated. 
1908, May 27, 35 Stat. L. 

Sec. 513. 

The division superintendents, assistant division superintendents, and chief 
clerks, Railway Mail Service, and railway postal clerks, each shall be paid their 
actual and necessary expenses while actually traveling on the business of the 
Post-Office Department and away from their several designated headquarters. 

See 1891, Mar. 3, ch. 546, 26 Stat. L., 1018. 

See 1900, June 2, ch. 613, 31 Stat. L., 259. 

(Division superintendents and assistant division superintendents shall be 
paid their actual and necessary expenses) while actually traveling on business 
of the department and away from their several designated headquarters. 

1901, Mar. 3, ch. 851, 31 Stat L., 1105. 
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1 Sec. 514. Assistant superintendents, railway mail serv- 

2 ice, shall receive a per diem allowance in lieu of actual and 

3 necessary traveling expenses, at a rate to be fixed by the 

4 Postmaster-General not to exceed four dollars a day, while 

5 actually traveling on business of the Post-Office Department 

6 and away from their home, their official domicile, and their 

7 headquarters. 

8 Sec. 515. All clerks appointed to the railway mail serv- 

9 ice and to perform duty on railway post-offices shall reside at 

10 some point on the route to which they are assigned ; but rail- 

11 way postal clerks appointed prior to February twenty-eighth, 

12 eighteen hundred and ninety-five, and now performing such 

13 duty shall not be required to change their residence. 

14 Sec. 516. The Postmaster-General may grant any rail- 

15 way postal clerk whose duties require him to work six days 

16 or more per week, fifty-two weeks per year, leave of absence 

17 with pay annually for fifteen days not counting Sundays and 

18 holidays. The Postmaster-General may also, in his discre- 

19 tion, under such regulations as he may prescribe, grant leave 

20 of absence with pay, not exceeding thirty days in any fiscal 

21 year, to any railway postal clerk who is actually ill or dis- 

22 abled, the duties of such clerk to be performed without ex- 
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For actual and necessary expenses of division superintendents, assistant 
division superintendents, and chief clerks, Railway Mail Service, and railway 
postal clerks, while actually traveling on business of the Post-Office Depart- 
ment and away from their several designated headquarters, twenty thousand 
dollars. 

1908, May 27, 35 Stat. L. 

Sec. 514. 

Assistant superintendents (Railway Mail Service) may receive a per diem 
allowance in lieu of actual and necessary traveling expenses at the rate of four 
dollars per day while actuallv traveling on business of the department (away 
from their home, their official domicile, and their headquarters). 

1904, Apr. 28, ch. 1759, 33 Stat. L. ; 437. 

Assistant superintendents (of Railway Mail Service) may receive a per 
diem allowance in lieu of actual and necessary traveling expenses, at the rate of 
four dollars per day while actually traveling on business of the department 
away from their several designated "headquarters. 

2. (Chief clerks and railway postal clerks shall be paid their actual and 
necessary expenses) while actually traveling on business of the department 
and away from their several designated headquarters. 

1901, Mar. 3, ch. 851, 31 Stat L., 1105. 

For per diem allowance of assistant superintendents while actually travel- 
ing on official business away from their home, their official domicile, and their 
headquarters, at a rate to be fixed by the Postmaster-General, not to exceed 
four dollars per day, thirty thousand dollars. 

1908, May 27, 35 Stat. L. 

Sec. 515. 

All clerks (employed in the Railway Mail Service and performing duty in 
railway post-offices) * * * shall reside at some point on the route to which 
they are assigned; but railway postal clerks * * * appointed prior to 
February twenty-eighth, eighteen nundred and ninety-five, and now perform- 
ing such duty shall not be required to change their residence. 

1895, Feb. 28, ch. 140, 2 Supp., R. S., 392. 



Sec. 516. 

The thirty days' annual leave of absence with pay in any one year to clerks 
and employees in the several executive departments authorized by existing law 
shall be exclusive of Sundavs and legal holidays. 

1899, Feb. 24, ch. 187, sec. 4, 2 Supp., 946. 

The Postmaster-General may allow railway postal clerks whose duties 
require them to work six days or more per week, fifty-two weeks per year, an 
annual vacation of fifteen davs, with pay. 

1901, Mar. 3, ch. 851, 31 Stat. L., 1105. 

For substitutes for clerks on vacation, fifty thousand dollars: Provided, 
That the Postmaster-General may allow railway postal clerks whose duties 
require them to work six days or more per week, fifty-two weeks per year, an 
annual vacation of fifteen days, with pay. 

1908, May 27, ch. 35 Stat. L. 

Provided, That the Postmaster-General may, in his discretion, under such 
regulations as he may provide, allow a clerk who is sick leave of absence with 
pay, his duties to be performed without expense to the Government during the 
period for which he is granted leave, not exceeding thirty days in any fiscal 
year. 

1908, May 27, 35 Stat. L. 

That hereafter the leave of absence authorized by law to postal employees 
shall be construed exclusive of Sundays and holidays. 

1908, May 27, 35 Stat. L. 
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1 pense to the Government during the period during which he 

2 is granted leave. 

3 Sec. 517. In the assignment or transfer of clerks from 

4 the Eailway Mail Service, preference shall be given to the 

5 persons .honorably discharged from the military or naval 

6 service who served in the civil war and who are now serving 

7 as clerks on the railway mail cars, in order that they may be 

8 transferred to clerical service in the department or in the 

9 post-offices and relieved from service on said cars as rapidly 

10 as practicable, provided they are found to possess the busi- 

11 ness capacity necessary for the proper discharge of the 

12 duties of the office to which they may be transferred. 

13 Sec. 518. The Postmaster-General may appoint acting 

14 clerks in place of clerks or substitutes injured while on duty, 

15 and may pay the sum of one thousand dollars, which shall be 

16 exempt from liability for the payment of the debts of the de- 

17 ceased, to the legal representatives of any railway postal 

18 clerk or substitute railway postal clerk who shall be killed 

19 while on duty or who, being injured while on duty, shall die 

20 within one year thereafter as the result of such injury. 
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Sec. 517. 

In the assignment or transfer of clerks from the Kailway Mail Service 
preference shall be given to persons honorably discharged from the military or 
naval service who served in the civil war and who are now serving as clerks on 
the railway-mail cars ? in order that they may be transferred to clerical service 
in the department or in the post-offices and relieved from service on said cars as 
rapidly as practicable, provided they are found to possess the business capacity 
necessary for the proper discharge of the duties of the office to which they may 
be transferred 

(1905, Mar. 3, ch. 1480, 33 Stat. L., 10.88.) 

1906, June 26, ch. 3546, 34 Stat. L., 474, 



Sec. 518. 
• For acting clerks, in place of clerks injured while on duty, and to enable 
the Postmaster-General to pay the sum of one thousand dollars, which shall be 
exempt from the payment of debts of the deceased, to the legal representatives 
of any railway postal clerk or substitute railway postal clerk who shall be 
killed while on duty, or who, being injured while on duty, shall die within one 
year thereafter as a result of such injury, one hundred thousand dollars. 

1906, June 26, 34 Stat. L., p. 474. 

For acting clerks in place of clerks or substitutes injured while on duty, 
and to enable the Postmaster-General to pay the sum of one thousand dollars, 
which shall be exempt from payment of debts of the deceased, to the legal rep- 
resentatives of anjr railway postal clerk or substitute railway postal clerk who 
shall be killed while on duty, or who, being injured while on duty, shall die 
within one year thereafter as the result of such injury, one hundred thousand 
dollars. 

1908, May 27, 35 Stat. L. 
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1 
2 



Chapter Eleven, 
fobeign mails. 



Sec. 

519. Transportation of domestic malls 

through foreign countries. 

520. Transportation of mails between the 

United States and foreign countries. 

521. Foreign mail, how transported. 

522. Time limit of contracts. 

523. Pay for transporting foreign mails. 

524. Fines for delay. 

525. Discontinuance of foreign mail con- 

tracts. 

526. Contracts for carrying foreign mails on 

American steamships. 

527. Advertising for proposals. 

528. Classification of steamships. 

529. Requirements as to construction. 

530. Compensation for ocean mail service. 

531. Free transportation of sea postal clerks. 

532. Assignment of naval officers to mail 

vessels. 



Sec. 

533. Mail vessels to take cadets or appren- 

tices. 

534. Payments when vessels taken as trans- 

ports or cruisers. 

535. Compensation and expense of sea postal 

clerks. 

536. Cost of transferring foreign mails to 

piers. 

537. Transportation of Canadian, etc, mail 

through the United States. 

538. Payment of postage by consuls. 

539. Retaliatory postage on mail carried in 

foreign vessels. 

540. Resident mail agencies at foreign ports. 

541. Agents on mail steamers to foreign 

ports. 

542. General postal agencies in China and 

Japan. 

543. Assistant superintendent, division of 

foreign mails, at New York. 



3 Sec. 519. The Postmaster-General, after advertising 

4 for proposals, may enter into contracts or make suitable 

5 arrangements for transporting the mail through any foreign 

6 country, between any two points in the United States, and 

7 such transportation shall be by the speediest, safest, and most 

8 economical route ; and all contracts therefor may be revoked 

9 whenever any new road or canal shall be opened affording a 

10 speedier, more economical, and equally safe transportation 

11 between the same points; but in the case of the revocation of 

12 any such contract, a fair indemnity shall be awarded to the 

13 contractor. 

14 Sec. 520. The Postmaster-General may, after adver- 

15 tising for proposals, enter into contracts for the transporta- 
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Sec. 519. 

The Postmaster-General, after advertising for proposals, may enter into 
contracts or make suitable arrangements for transporting the mail through any 
foreign country, between any two points in the United States, and such trans- 
portation shall be by the speediest, safest, and most economical route; and all 
contracts therefor may be revoked whenever any new road or canal shall be 
opened affording a speedier, more economical, and equally safe transportation 
between the same points; but in the case of the revocation of any such contract, 
a fair indemnity shall be awarded to the contractor. 

E. S., sec. 4006. 



Sec. 520. 

The Postmaster-General may, after advertising for proposals, enter into 
contracts for the transportation of the mail between the L/nited States and any 
foreign country whenever the public interests will thereby be promoted. 

R. S., sec. 4007. 
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1 tion of the mail between the United States and any foreign 

2 country whenever the public interests will thereby be pro- 

3 moted. 

4 Sec. 521. The mail between the United States and any 

5 foreign port, or between ports of the United States touching 

6 at a foreign port, shall be transported in steamships; but the 

7 Postmaster-General may have such transportation performed 

8 by sailing vessels when the service can be facilitated thereby. 

9 Sec. 522. No contract for carrying the mails between 

10 the United States and any foreign port shall be for a longer 

11 time than two years, unless otherwise directed by Congress. 

12 Sec. 523. For transporting the mail between the United 

13 States and any foreign port, or between ports of the United 
L4 States touching at a foreign port, the Postmaster-General 

15 may allow as compensation, if by a United States steamship, 

16 any sum not exceeding the postage lawfully chargeable on the 

17 mail so transported, and if by a foreign steamship or by a 

18 sailing vessel, any sum not exceeding the rates fixed for mari- 

19 time transit by the convention of the Universal Postal Union 

20 in force at the time of such transportation. 

21 Sec 524. The Postmaster-General may impose fine on 

22 contractors for transporting the mail between the United States 

23 and any foreign country, or between any two points in the 

24 United States through any foreign country, for any unreason- 

25 able or unnecessary delay in the departure of such mail or the 
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Sec. 521. 

The mail between the United States and any foreign port, or between ports 
of the United States touching at a foreign port, shall oe transported in steam- 
ships ; but the Postmaster-General may have such transportation performed by 
sailing vessels when the service can be facilitated thereby. 

E. S., sec. 4008. 



Sec. 522. 

* * * No contract for carrying the mails between the United States and 
any foreign port shall be for a longer time than two years, unless otherwise 
directed by Congress. 

1878, May 17, ch. 107, sec. 5, 1 Supp., 166. 



Sec. 523. 

For transporting the mail between the United States and any foreign 
port, or between ports of the United States touching at a foreign port, the 
Postmaster-General may allow as compensation, if by a United States steam- 
ship, any sum not exceeding the sea and United States inland postage; and 
if by a foreign steamship or by a sailing vessel, any sum not exceeding the 
sea postage on the mail so transported. 

JR. S., sec. 4009. 



Sec. 524. 

The Postmaster-General may impdse fines on contractors for transporting 
the mails between the United States and any foreign country for any unrea- 
sonable or unnecessary delay in the departure of such mail or the perform- 
ance of the trip; but the fine for any one default shall not exceed one-half 
the contract price for the trip. 

E. S., sec. 4010. 
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1 performance of the trip ; but the fine for any one default shall 

2 not exceed one-half the contract price for the trip. 

3 Sec. 525. Every contract for transporting the mail be- 

4 tween the United States and any foreign country shall con- 

5 tain, besides the usual stipulation for the right of the Post- 

6 master-General to discontinue the same, the further stipulation 

7 that it may be terminated by Congress. 

8 Sec. 526. The Postmaster-General is hereby author- 

9 ized and empowered to enter into contracts for a term not less 

10 than five nor more than ten years in duration, with American 

11 citizens, for the carrying of mails on American steamships, 

12 between ports of the United States and such ports in foreign 

13 countries, the Dominion of Canada excepted, as in his judg- 

14 ment will best subserve and promote the postal and com- 

15 mercial interests of the United States, the mail service on 

16 such lines to be equitably distributed among the Atlantic, 

17 Mexican Gulf, and Pacific ports. Said contracts shall be 

18 made with the lowest responsible bidder for the performance 

19 of said service on each route, and the Postmaster-General 

20 shall have the right to reject all bids not in his opinion reason- 

21 able for the attaining of the purposes named. 

22 Sec. 527. Before making any contract for carrying 

23 ocean mails in accordance with the provisions of the section 

24 last preceding, the Postmaster-General shall give public notice 

25 by advertising once a week, for three months, in such daily 
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Sec. 525. 

Every contract for transporting the mail between the United States and 
any foreign country shall contain, besides the usual stipulation for the right 
of the Postmaster-General to discontinue the same, the further stipulation 
that it may be terminated by Congress. 

E. S., sec. 4011. 



Sec. 526. 

The Postmaster-General is hereby authorized and empowered to enter 
into contracts for a term not less than five nor more than ten years in dura- 
tion, with American citizens, for the carrying of mails on American steam- 
ships, between ports of the United States and such ports in foreign countries, 
the Dominion of Canada excepted, as in his judgment will best subserve ana 
promote the postal and commercial interests of the United States, the mail 
service on such lines to be equitably distributed among the Atlantic, Mexican 
Gulf, and Pacific ports. Said contracts shall be made with the lowest re- 
sponsible bidder for the performance of said service on each route, and the 
Postmaster-General shall nave the right to reject all bids not in his opinion 
reasonable for the attaining of the purposes named. 

1891, Mar. 3, ch. 519, 1 Supp., 905. 

See 1885, Mar. 3, ch. 342, sec. 1, 23 Stat. L., 387. 



Sec. 527. 

2. Before making any contract for carrying ocean mails in accordance 
with this act the Postmaster-General shall give public notice by advertising 
once a week for three months in such daily papers as he shall select in each 
of the cities of Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, New Orleans, 
St. Louis, Charleston, Norfolk, Savannah, Galveston, and Mobile, and when 
the proposed service is to be on the Pacific Ocean then in San Francisco, 
Tacoma, and Portland. Such notice shall describe the route, the time when 
such contract will be made, the duration of the same, the size of the steamers 

64275—08 63 
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1 papers as he shall select in each of the cities of Boston, New 

2 York, Philadelphia. Baltimore, New Orleans, Saint Louis, 

3 Charleston, Norfolk, Savannah, Galveston, and Mobile, and 

4 when the proposed service is to be on the Pacific Ocean, then 

5 in San Francisco, Tacoma, and Portland. Such notice shall 

6 describe the route, the time when such contracts will be 

7 made, the duration of the same, the size of the steamers to be 

8 used, the number of trips a year, the times of sailing, and 

9 the time when the service shall commence, which shall not be 

10 more than three years after the contract shall be let. The 

11 details of the mode of advertising and letting such contracts 

12 shall be conducted in the same manner prescribed in Chapter 

13 Nine of this Title, for the letting of inland mail contracts so 

14 far as the same shall be applicable to the ocean mail service. 

15 Sec. 528. The vessels employed in the mail service 

16 under the provisions of this chapter shall be American-built 

17 steamships, owned and officered by American citizens, in 

18 conformity with the existing laws, or so owned and officered 

19 and registered according to law, and upon each departure 

20 from the United States the following proportion of the crew 

21 shall be citizens of the United States, to wit: During the first 

22 two years of such contract for carrying the mails, one-fourth 

23 thereof; during the next three succeeding years, one-third 

24 thereof ; and during the remaining time of the continuance of 

25 such contract, at least one-half thereof ; and shall be constructed 
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to be used, the number of trips a year, the times of sailing, and the time 
when the service shall commence, which shall not be more than three years 
after the contract shall be let. The details of the mode of advertising and 
letting such contracts shall be conducted in the manner prescribed in chapter 
eight of title forty-six of the Revised Statutes for the letting of inland mail 
contracts so far as the same shall be applicable to the ocean mail service. 



Sec. 528. 

3. The vessels employed in the mail service under the provisions of this 
act shall be American-built steamships, owned and officered by American citi- 
zens, in conformity with the existing laws, or so owned and officered and reg- 
istered according to law, and upon each departure from the United States 
the following proportion of the crew shall be citizens of the United States, to 
wit: During the nrst two years of such contract for carrying the mails, one- 
fourth thereof; during the next three succeeding years, one-third thereof; and 
during the remaining time of the continuance or such contract at least one-half 
thereof; and shall be constructed after the latest and most approved types, 
with all the modern improvements and appliances for ocean steamers. They 
shall be divided into four classes. The first class shall be iron or steel screw 
steamships, capable of maintaining a speed of twenty knots an hour at sea in 
ordinary weatner, and of a gross registered tonnage of not less than eight 
thousand tons. No vessel except of said first class shall be accepted for said 
mail service under the provisions of this act between the United States and 
Great Britain. The second class shall be iron or steel steamships, capable of 
maintaining a speed of sixteen knots an hour at sea in ordinary weather, and 
of a gross registered tonnage of not less than five thousand tons. The third 
class shall be iron or steel steamships, capable of maintaining a speed of four- 
teen knots an hour at sea in ordinary weather, and of a gross registered ton- 
nage of not less than two thousand nve hundred tons. The fourth class shall 
be iron or steel or wooden steamships, capable of maintaining a speed of twelve 
knots an hour at sea in ordinary weather, and of a gross registered tonnage of 
not less than fifteen hundred tons. It shall be stipulated in the contract or 
contracts to be entered into for the said mail service that the said vessel may 
carry passengers with their baggage in addition to said mails, and may do all 
ordinary business done by steamships. 
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1 after the latest and most approved types, with all the modern 

2 improvements and appliances for ocean steamers. They 

3 shall be divided into four classes. The first class shall be iron 

4 or steel screw steamships, capable of maintaining a speed of 

5 twenty knots an hour at sea in ordinary weather, and of a 

6 gross registered tonnage of not less than eight thousand tons. 

7 No vessel except of said first class shall be accepted for said 

8 mail service under the provisions of this Act between the 

9 United States and Great Britain. The second class shall be 

10 iron or steel steamships, capable of maintaining a speed of 

11 sixteen knots an hour at sea in ordinary weather, and of a 

12 gross registered tonnage of not less than five thousand tons. 

13 The third class shall be iron or steel steamships, capable of 

14 maintaining a speed of fourteen knots an hour at sea in 

15 ordinary weather, and of a gross registered tonnage of not 

16 less than two thousand five hundred tons. The fourth ckss 

17 shall be iron or steel or wooden steamships, capable of main- 

18 taining a speed of twelve knots an hour at sea in ordinary 

19 weather, and of a gross registered tonnage of not less than 

20 fifteen hundred tons. It shall be stipulated in the contract or 

21 contracts to be entered into for the said mail service that the 

22 said vessel may carry passengers with their baggage in ad- 

23 dition to said mails and may do all ordinary business done by 

24 steamships. 
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1 Sec. 529. All steamships of the first, second, and third 

2 classes employed as above and hereafter built shall be con- 

3 structed with particular reference to prompt and economical 

4 conversion into auxiliary naval cruisers, and according to 

5 plans and specifications to be agreed upon by and between the 

6 owners and the Secretary of the Navy, and they shall be of 

7 sufficient strength and stability to carry and sustain the work- 

8 ing and operation of at least four effective rifled cannon of a 

9 caliber of not less than six inches, and shall be of the highest 

10 rating known to maritime commerce. And all vessels of 

11 said classes heretofore built and so employed shall, before they 

12 are accepted for the mail service herein provided for, be 

13 thoroughly inspected by a competent naval officer or con- 

14 structor detailed for that service by the Secretary of the Navy ; 

15 and such officer shall report, in writing, to the Secretary of 

16 the Navy, who shall transmit said report to the Postmaster- 

17 General; and no such vessel not approved by the Secretary 

18 of the Navy as suitable for the service required shall be em- 

19 ployed by the Postmaster-General as provided for in this Act. 

20 Sec. 530. The rate of compensation to be paid for such 

21 ocean mail service of the said first-class ships shall not 

22 exceed the sum of four dollars a nautical mile, and for the 

23 second-class ships two dollars a nautical mile, by the shortest 

24 practicable route, for each outward voyage; for the third- 

25 class ships shall not exceed one dollar a nautical mile, and 
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Sec. 529. 

4. All steamships of the first, second, and third classes employed as above 
and hereafter built shall be constructed with particular reference to prompt 
and economical conversion into auxiliary naval cruisers, and according to 
plans and specifications to be agreed upon by and between the owners and the 
secretary of the Navy, and they shall be of sufficient strength and stability 
to carry and sustain the working and operation of at least four effective rifled 
cannon of a caliber of not less than six inches, and shall be of the highest 
rating known to maritime commerce. And all vessels of said three classes 
heretofore built and so employed shall, before they are accepted for the mail 
service herein provided for, be thoroughly inspected by a competent naval 
officer or constructor detailed for that service by the Secretary of the Navy; 
and such officer shall report in writing to the Secretary of the Navy, who 
shall transmit said report to the Postmaster-General; and no such vessel not 
approved by the Secretary of the Navy as suitable for the service required 
shall be employed by the Postmaster-General as provided for in this act. 



Sec. 530. 

5. The rate of compensation to be paid for such ocean mail service of the 
said first-class ships shall not exceed the sum of four dollars a mile, and for 
the second-class ships two dollars a mile, by the shortest practicable route, for 
each outward voyage; for the third-class ships shall not exceed one dollar a 
mile, and for the fourth-class ships two-thirds of a dollar a mile for the actual 
number of miles required by the Post-Office Department to be traveled on each 
outward bound voyage: Provided. That in case of failure from any cause to 
perform the regular voyages stipulated for in said contracts, or any of them, a 
pro rata deduction shall be made from the compensation on account of such 
omitted voyage or voyages: and that suitable fines and penalties may be 
imposed for delays or irregularities in the due performance of service according 
to the contract, to be determined by the Postmaster-General : Provided further, 
That no steamship so employed and so paid for carrying the United States 
mails shall receive any other bounty or subsidy from the Treasury of the United 
States. 
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1 for the fourth-class ships two-thirds of a dollar a nautical mile 

2 for the actual number of miles required by the Post-Office 

3 Department to be traveled on each outward-bound voyage: 

4 Provided, That in the case of failure from any cause to per- 

5 form the regular voyages stipulated for in said contracts or 

6 any of them, a pro rata reduction shall be made from the 

7 compensation on account of such omitted voyage or voyages ; 

8 and that suitable fines and penalties may be imposed for 

9 delays or irregularities in the due performance of service 
10 according to the contract, to be determined by the Post- 
11 master-General: Provided further, That no steamship so 

12 employed and so paid for carrying the United States mails 

13 shall receive any other bounty or subsidy from the Treasury 

14 of the United States. 

15 Sec. 531. Upon each of said vessels the United States 

16 shall be entitled to have transported, free of charge, a sea 

17 postal clerk, whose duty it shall be to receive, sort, take in 

18 charge, and deliver the mails to and from the United States, 

19 and who shall be provided with suitable room for the accom- 

20 modation of himself and the mails. 

21 Sec. 532. Officers of the United States Navy may vol- 

22 unteer for service on said mail vessels, and when accepted by 

23 the contractor or contractors may be assigned to such* duty 

24 by the Secretary of the Navy whenever in his opinion such 

25 assignment can be made without detriment to the service, 
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Sec. 531. 

6. Upon each of said vessels the United States shall be entitled to have 
transported, free of charge, a mail messenger, whose duty it shall be to receive, 
sort, take in charge and deliver the mails to and from the United States, and 
who shall be provided with suitable room for the accommodation of himself and 
the mails. 



Sec. 532. 

7. Officers of the United States Navy may volunteer for service on said 
mail vessels, and when accepted by the contractor or contractors may be 
assigned to such duty by the Secretary of the Navy whenever in his opinion 
such assignment can be made without detriment to the service, and while in 
said employment they shall receive furlough pay from the Government, and 
such other compensation from the contractor or contractors as may be agreed 
upon by the parties: Provided, That they shall only be required "to perform 
such duties as appertains to the merchant service. 
64275—08-^—64 



Digitized by 



Google 



506 

1 and while in said employment they shall receive furlough 

2 pay from the Government, and such other compensation from 

3 the contractor or contractors as may be agreed upon by the 

4 parties: Provided, That they shall only be required to per- 

5 form such duties as appertain to the merchant service. 

6 Sec. 533. Said vessels shall take, as cadets or appren- 

7 tices, one American boy under twenty-one years of age for 

8 each one thousand tons gross register, and one for each ma- 

9 jority fraction thereof, who shall be educated in the duties of 

10 seamanship, rank as petty officers, and receive such pay for 

11 their services as may be reasonable. 

12 Sec. 534. Such steamers may be taken and used by 

13 the United States as transports or cruisers, upon payment to 

14 the owners of the fair actual value of the same at the time 

15 of the taking, and if there shall be a disagreement between 

16 the United States and the owners as to the fair actual value 

17 of the same at the time of the taking, then the same shall 

18 be determined by two impartial appraisers, one to be 

19 appointed by each of said parties, they at the same time se- 

20 lecting a third, who shall act in said appraisement in case the 

21 two shall fail to agree. 

22 Sec. 535. The Postmaster-General is authorized to ex- 

23 pend such sums as may be necessary, not exceeding the 

24 amounts annually appropriated therefor, to cover one-half of 
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Seo. 533. 

8. Said vessels shall take, as cadets or apprentices, one American-born boy 
under twenty-one years of age for each one thousand tons gross register, and 
one for each majority fraction thereof, who shall be educated in the duties of 
seamanship, rank as petty officers, and receive such pay for their services as 
may be reasonable. 



Sec. 534. 

9. Such steamers may be taken and used by the United States as transports 
or cruisers, upon payment to the owners of the fair actual value of the same at 
the time of the taking, and if there shall be a disagreement as to the fair actual 
value of the same at the time of the taking, and if there shall be a disagreement 
as to the fair actual between the United States and the cfwners, then 

the same shall be determined by two impartial appraisers, one to be appointed 
by each of said parties, they at the same time selecting a third, who shall act 
in said appraisement in case the two shall fail to agree. 



Seo. 535. 

Hereafter the Postmaster-General shall be authorized to expend such 
sums as may be necessary, not exceeding fifty-five thousand dollars, to cover 
one-half of the cost of transportation, compensation, and expense of clerks to 
be employed in assorting ana pouching maus in transit on steamships between 
the United States and other postal administrations of the International Postal 
Union. 

1901, Mar. 3, ch. 851, 31 Stat. L., 1106. 
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1 the cost of transportation, compensation, and expense of 

2 clerks to be employed in assorting and pouching mails in 

3 transit on steamships between the United States and other 

4 postal administrations in the International Postal Union. 

5 Sec. 536. The Postmaster-General is authorized to ex- 

6 pend such sums, not exceeding the amounts annually appro- 

7 priated therefor, as may be necessary for transferring the for- 

8 eign mail from incoming steamships in New York Bay to the 

9 several steamship and railway piers, and for transferring the 

10 foreign mails from incoming steamships in San Francisco ■ 

11 Bay to the piers. 



12 Sec. 537. The Postmaster-General may, by and with 

13 the advice and consent of the President, make any arrange- 

14 ments which may be deemed just and expedient for allowing 

15 the mails of Canada, or any other country adjoining the 

16 United States, to be transported over the territory of the 

17 United States from one point in such country to any other 

18 point in the same, at the expense of the country to which the 

19 mail belongs, upon obtaining a like privilege for the trans- 
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Sec. 53G. 

[Par. 4.] (4) That hereafter the Postmaster-General shall be authorized 
to expend such sums as may be necessary, not exceeding fifty-five thousand 
dollars, to cover one-half of the cost of transportation, compensation, and ex- 
pense of clerks to be employed in assorting and pouching mails in transit on 
steamships betwen the United States and other postal administrations in the 
International Postal Union; and not exceeding forty thousand dollars for 
transferring the foreign mail from incoming steamships in New York Bay 
to the several steamship and railway piers and between the steamship piers in 
New York City and Jersey City and the post-office and railroad stations. * * * 

1897, Mar. 3, ch. 385, 2 Supp., 579. 

The Postmaster-General shall be authorized to expend such sums as may 
be necessary, not exceeding $105,000, to cover one-half of the cost of trans- 
portation, compensation, and expense of clerks, to be employed in assorting 
and poucning mails in transit on steamships between United States and other 
postal administrations in the International Postal Union, and not exceeding 
$40,000 for transferring the foreign mail from incoming steamships in New 
York Bay to the steamship and railway piers, and for transferring the foreign 
mail from incoming steamships in San Francisco Bay to the piers. 

1906, June 26, 34 Stats. 

For transportation of foreign mails, three million five hundred and eight 
thousand eight hundred and sixty-two dollars : Provided, That the Postmaster- 
General shall be authorized to expend such sums as may be necessary, not 
exceeding one hundred and thirty thousand dollars to cover one-half of th& 
cost of transportation, compensation, and expenses oi the clerks to be employed 
in assorting and pouching mails in transit on steamships between the United 
States and other postal administrations in the International Postal Union, and 
not exceeding forty thousand dollars for transferring the foreign mail from 
incoming steamships in New York Bay to the steamship and railway piers, and 
for transferring the foreign mail from incoming steamships in San Francisco 
Bay to the piers: Provided, That no part of said sum shall be used to pay for 
the carrying in the mails any malt, vinous, or spiritous liquors, or intoxicating 
liquors of any kind, or any cocaine or derivative thereof. 

1908, May 27, 35 Stat. L. 

Sec. 537. 

The Postmaster-General may, by and with the advice and consent of the 
President^ make any arrangements which may be deemed just and expedient 
for allowing the mails of Canada or any other country adjoining the United 
States to be transported over the territory of the United States from one point 
in such country to any other point in the same at the expense of the country to 
which the mail belongs upon obtaining a like privilege for the transportation 
of the United States mail through the country to which the privilege is granted ; 
but such privilege may at any time be annulled by the President or Congress 
from and after one month succeeding the day on which notice of the act of the 
President of Congress is given to the chief executive or head of the post-office 
department of the country whose privilege is to be annulled, 

R. S., sec. 4012. 
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1 portation of the United States mail through the country to 

2 which the privilege is granted ; but such privilege may at any 

3 time be annulled by the President or Congress from and 

4 after one month succeeding the day on which notice of the 

5 act of the President or Congress is given to the chief execu- 

6 tive or head of the Post-Office Department of the country 

7 whose privilege is to be annulled. 

8 Sec. 538. The Postmaster-General or the Secretary of 

9 State is authorized to empower the consuls of the United States 

10 to pay the foreign postage on such letters destined for the 

11 United States as may be detained at the ports of foreign coun- 

12 tries for the nonpayment of postage, which postage shall be 

13 by the consul marked as paid b)' him, and the amount thereof 

14 shall be collected in the United States as other postage, on 

15 the delivery of the letters, and repaid to said consul, or credited 

16 on his account at the State Department. 

17 Sec. 539. The Postmaster-General, under the direction 

18 of the President of the United States, is authorized and em- 

19 powered to charge upon, and collect from, all letters and other 

20 mailable matter carried to or from any port of the United 

21 States, in any foreign packet-ship or other vessel, the same 

22 rate or rates of charge for American postage which the gov- 

23 eminent to which such foreign packet or other vessel belongs 

24 imposes upon letters and other mailable matter conveyed to 

25 or from such foreign country in American packets or other 
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Sec. 538. 

The Postmaster-General or the Secretary of State is hereby authorized 
to empower the consuls of the United States to pay the foreign postage on such 
letters destined for the United States as may Be detained at the ports of for- 
eign countries for the nonpayment of postage, which postage shall be by the 
consul marked as paid by him, and the amount thereof shall be collected in 
the United States as other postage, on the delivery of the letters, and repaid to 
said consul or credited on his account at the State Department. 

K. S., sec. 4014. 



Sec. 539. 

The Postmaster-General, under the direction of the President of the United 
States, is hereby authorized and empowered to charge upon, and collect from, 
all letters and other mailable matter carried to and from any port of the United 
States, in any foreign packet ship or other vessel, the same rate or rates of 
charge for American postage which the government to which such foreign 
packet or other vessel belongs imposes upon letters and other mailable matter 
conveyed to or from such foreign country in American packets or other vessels 
as the postage of such government, and at any time to revoke the same; and all 
custom-house officers and other United States agents designated or appointed 
for that purpose shall enforce or carry into effect the foregoing provision, 
and aid or assist in the collection of such postage, and to that end it shall be 
lawful for such officers and agents, on suspicion of fraud, to open and examine 
in the presence of two or more respectable persons, being citizens of the United 
States, any package or packages supposed to contain mailable matter found 
on board such packets or other vessels or elsewhere, and to prevent, if necessary, 
such packets or other vessels from entering, breaking bulk, or making clear- 
ance until such letters or other mailable matter are duly delivered into the 
United States post-office. 

K. S., sec. 4015. 
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1 vessels as the postage of such government, and at any time 

2 to revoke the same; and all custom-house officers and other 

3 United States agents designated or appointed for that purpose 

4 shall enforce or carry into effect the foregoing provision, and 

5 aid or assist in the collection of such postage, and to that end 
fi it shall be lawful for such officers and agents, on suspicion of 

7 fraud, to open and examine, in the presence of two or more 

8 respectable persons, being citizens of the United States, any 

9 package or packages supposed to contain mailable matter 

10 found on board such packets or other vessels or elsewhere, 

1 1 and to prevent, if necessary, such packets or other vessels from 

12 entering, breaking bulk, or making clearance until such letters 

13 or other mailable matter are duly delivered into the United 

14 States post-office. 

15 Sec. 540. The Postmaster-General may establish resi- 

16 dent mail agencies at the ports of Panama and Aspinwall, in 

17 Panama; Habana, in Cuba; at St. Thomas, and at such 

18 other foreign ports at which United States mail steamers 

19 touch to land and receive mails as may, in his judgment, 

20 promote the efficiency of the foreign mail service; and may 

21 pay the agents employed by him at such ports, out of the 

22 appropriation for transportation of the mail, a reasonable 

23 compensation for their services, and the necessary expenses 

24 for office rent, clerk hire, office furniture, and other inci- 

25 dentals, to be allowed him at each of such agencies. 
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Sec. 540. 

The Postmaster-General may establish resident mail agencies at the ports 
of Panama and Aspinwall, in New Granada ; Havana, in Cuba ; at St. Thomas, 
and at such other foreign ports at which United States mail steamers touch, 
to land and receive mails as may, in his judgment, promote the efficiency of 
the foreign mail service; and may pay the agents employed by him at such 
ports, out of the appropriation for transportation of the mail, a reasonable 
compensation for their services, and the necessary expenses for office rent, 
clerk hire, office furniture, and other incidentals, to be allowed him at each or 
such agencies. 

R. S.. sec. 4021. 
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1 Sec. 541. The Postmaster-General may appoint an 

2 agent in charge of the mail on board of each of the mail 

3 steamers on the routes between San Francisco, Japan, and 

4 China; between San Francisco and Honolulu, Hawaii, and 

5 between New York and Rio Janeiro, who shall be allowed, 

6 out of the appropriation for transportation of the mail, a 

7 salary of two thousand dollars a year. 

8 Sec. 542. The Postmaster-General may establish, in 

9 connection with the mail steamship service to Japan and 

10 China, a general postal agency at Shanghai, in China, or at 

11 Yokohama, in Japan, with such branch agencies at any other 

12 ports in China and Japan as he shall deem necessary for the 

13 prompt and efficient management of the postal service in 

14 those countries ; and he may pay the postal agents employed 

15 thereat a reasonable compensation for their services, in 

16 addition to the necessary expenses for rent, furniture, clerk 

17 hire, and other incidentals. 

18 Sec. 543. The Postmaster-General may appoint one 

19 assistant superintendent, division of foreign mails. Bureau 

20 of Transportation, with headquarters in New York City, 

21 New York, at a salary of two thousand five hundred dollars 

22 per annum. 
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Sec. 541. 

The Postmaster-General may appoint an agent in charge of the mail on 
board of each of the mail steamers on the routes between San Francisco, Japan, 
and China; between San Francisco and Honolulu, in the Hawaiian Islands, 
and between New York and Rio Janeiro, who shall be allowed, out of the 
appropriation for transportation of the mail, a salary of two thousand dollars 
a year. 

R. S., sec. 4022. 



Sec. 542. 

The Postmaster-General may establish, in connection with the mail-steam- 
ship service to Japan and China, a general postal agency at Shanghai, in 
China, or at Yokohama, in Japan, with such branch agencies at any other 
ports in China and Japan as he shall deem necessary for the prompt and 
efficient management of the postal service in those countries ; and ne may pay 
the postal agents employed thereat a reasonable compensation for their services 
in addition to the necessary expenses for rent, furniture, clerk hire, and inci- 
dental expenses. 

R. S., sec. 4023. 



Sec. 543. 

For assistant superintendent of foreign mails, with headquarters in New 
York, N. Y., $2,500. 

1905, Mar. 3, ch. 1480, 33 Stat. L., 1090. 
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Chapter Twelve. 



THE MONEY-ORDER SYSTEM. 



Sec. 

544. Money-order system established. 

545. International money-order exchanges. 

546. Issuance of money orders. 

547. Liability of person designated to act in 

absence of postmaster. 

548. Fees for the issuance of money orders. 

549. No fee for orders drawn to correct 

errors. 

550. Blank applications for orders. 

551. Money-order forms. 

552. Advices. 

553. Changes in orders. 

554. Repayment of orders. 

555. Advices recalled for repayment of 

money orders shall be attached to 
postmasters' accounts. 

556. Indorsement of money orders. 

557. Waiver of identification of payee for- 

bidden. 

558. Time limit of validity of money orders. 

559. Time limit of money orders issued prior 

to this act. 

560. Transfers of money-order funds. 

561. Transfers by warrant to money-order 

funds. 

562. Reports of money-order and postal-note 

business. 

563. Accounts of money -order and postal- 

note business. 

564. Audit of money-order and postal-note 

funds. 

565. What to be money-order funds. 

566. Who may sign warrants for payments 

out of money-order funds. 

567. Auditor to certify amount of unpaid 

money orders more than one year old 
at date of act. 

568. Monthly statements of outstanding 

lapsed money orders. 

569. Payment of lapsed money orders. 

570. Reimbursement of lost orders not 

lapsed. 

571. Reimbursement of lost orders lapsed. 

572. Destruction of money-order statements 

more than three years old ; Auditor to 
keep permanent record of all unpaid 
money orders. 



Sec. 

573. Clerical force In money-order business ; 

allowances therefor. 

574. Money orders and postal notes payable 

to persons engaged In conducting lot- 
teries andtechemes to defraud not to 
be paid. 

575. Postal notes to be issued by money- 

order offices and such others as may 
be designated. 

576. Sums for which postal notes may be 

Issued. 

577. Fees for the issuance of postal notes. 

578. Subsidiary postal notes to make up 

broken sums. 

579. Postal notes to be issued on engraved 

forms with safeguards against coun- 
terfeiting. 

580. Postmaster-General to supply postal- 

note forms. 

581. Provisions respecting printed and en- 

graved matter for money orders to be 
applicable to postal notes. 

582. Postal notes to be signed before issue; 

liability of postmaster's sureties. 

583. Postal notes payable at any office au- 

thorized to issue the same. 

584. Designation of payee of postal note. 

585. To whom postal notes payable. 

586. Notes to be receipted when paid. 

587. Indorsements forbidden ; exception. 

588. Payment to holder terminates liability. 

589. Time limit of validity of postal notes; 

reimbursement of lapsed notes. 

590. Reimbursement of lost postal notes. 

591. Compensation for postal-note business. 

592. Money-order incidentals to be paid out 

of proceeds. 

593. Initial supply of postal notes to im- 

prest offices. 

594. Payment for initial supply. 

595. Requisition and payments for further 

supplies of postal notes. 

596. Accounts to exhibit separately postal 

notes supplied imprest offices. 
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1 Sec. 544. To promote public convenience, and to insure 

2 greater security in the transfer of money through the mail, 

3 the Postmaster-General may establish and maintain, under 

4 such rules and regulations as he may deem expedient, a uni- 

5 form money-order system, at all suitable post-offices, which 

6 shall be designated as "money-order offices." 

7 Sec. 545. The Postmaster-General may conclude ar- 

8 rangements with the post departments of foreign govern- 

9 ments with which postal conventions have been or may be 

10 concluded for the exchange, by means of postal orders, of 

11 small sums of money, not exceeding one hundred dollars in 

12 amount, at such rates of exchange and under such rules and 

13 regulations as he may deem expedient; and the expenses of 

14 establishing and conducting such systems of exchange may 

15 be paid out of the proceeds of the money-order business. 

16 Sec. 546. The postmaster of every city where stations 

17 or substations are established and in operation, subject to his 

18 supervision, is authorized, under the direction of the Post- 
19 master-General, to issue, or to cause to be issued, by any of 

20 his assistants or clerks in charge of stations or substations, 

21 postal money orders, payable at his own or at any other 

22 money-order office, or at any station or substation of his own, 

23 or of any other money-order office, as the remitters thereof 

24 may direct; and the postmaster and his sureties shall, in 

25 every case, be held accountable upon his official bond for all 
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Sec. 544. 

To promote public convenience, and to insure greater security in the trans- 
fer of money through the mail, the Postmaster-General may establish and 
maintain, under such rules and regulations as he may deem expedient, a uni- 
form money-order system, at all suitable post-offices, which shall be designated 
as " monev-order offices," 

R. S.j sec. 4027. 



Sec. 545. 

The Postmaster-General may conclude arrangements with the post de- 
partments of foreign governments, with which postal conventions have been, or 
may be, concluded, for the exchange, by means of postal orders of small sums 
of money, not exceeding fifty dollars in amount, at such rates of exchange, and 
compensation to postmasters, and under such rules and regulations as he may 
deem expedient; and the expenses of establishing and conducting such system 
of exchange may be paid out of the proceeds of the money-order business. 

E. S., sec. 4028. 

The Postmaster-General may conclude arrangements with the post de- 
partments of foreign governments with which postal conventions have been or 
may be concluded for the exchange, by means oi postal orders, of small sums of 
money, not exceeding one hundred dollars in amount, at such rates of exchange 
* * * and under such rules and regulations as he may deem expedient; 
and the expenses of establishing and conducting such systems of exchange may 
be paid out of the proceeds of trie money -order business. 

1889, Jan. 30, ch. 100, 1 Supp., 638. 



Sec. 546. 

The postmaster of every city where branch post-offices or stations are 
•established and in operation, subject to his supervision, is authorized, under 
the direction of the Postmaster-General, to issue, or to cause to be issued, by 
any of his assistants or clerks in charge of branch post-offices or stations, postal 
money orders, payable at his own or at any other money-order office, or at any 
branch post-office or station of his own, or of any other money-order office, as 
the remitters thereof may direct; and the postmaster and his sureties shall, in 
every case, be held accountable upon his official bond for all moneys received by 
him or his designated assistants or clerks in charge of stations, from the issue 
of money orders, and for all moneys which may come into his or their hands, 
or be placed in his or their custody by reason of the transaction by them of 
jnonev-order business. 

K. S., sec. 4029. 
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1 moneys received by him or his designated assistants or clerks 

2 in charge of stations or substations from the issue of money 

3 orders, and for all moneys which may come into his or their 

4 hands, or be placed in his or their custody by reason of the 

5 transaction by them of money-order business. 

6 Sec. 547. In case of the sickness or unavoidable ab- 

7 sence from his office of the postmaster of any money-order 

8 post-office, he may, with the approval of the Postmaster- 

9 General, authorize the chief clerk, or some other clerk em- 

10 ployed therein, to act in his place, and to discharge all the 

11 duties required by law of such postmaster; and the official 

12 bond given by the principal of the office shall be held to 

13 cover and apply to the acts of the person appointed to act 

14 in his place in such cases; and such acting officer shall, for 

15 the time being, be subject to all the liabilities and penalties 

16 prescribed by law for the official misconduct in like cases of 

17 the postmaster for whom he shall act. 

18 Sec. 548. A money order shall not be issued for more 

19 than one hundred dollars, and fees for domestic money orders 

20 shall be as follows, to wit: 

21 For orders not exceeding two dollars and fifty cents, 

22 three cents. 

23 For orders exceeding two dollars and fifty cents and 

24 not exceeding five dollars, five cents. 

25 For orders exceeding five dollars and not exceeding ten 

26 dollars, eight cents. 
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Sec. 647. 

In case of sickness or unavoidable absence from his office of the postmaster 
of any money-order post-office, he may, with the approval of the Postmaster- 
General, authorize the chief clerk, or some other clerk employed therein, to act 
in his place, and to discharge all the duties required by law of such postmaster; 
and the official bond given by the principal of the office shall be held to cover 
and apply to the acts of the person appointed to act in his place in such cases; 
and such acting officer shall, for the time being, be subject to all the liabilities 
and penalties prescribed by law for the official misconduct in like cases of the 
postmaster for whom he shall act. 

R. S., sec. 4031. 



Seo. 548. 

No money order shall be issued for more than fifty dollars, and the fees 
therefor shall be, for orders not exceeding ten dollars, five cents; exceeding 
ten and not exceeding twenty dollars, ten cents; exceeding twenty and not 
exceeding thrity dollars, fifteen cents ; exceeding thirty and not exceeding forty 
dollars, twenty cents; exceeding forty dollars, twenty-five cents. 

See Act March 3, 1883, c. 123, sec. 3. 22 Stat., 527. 

E. S., sec. 4032. 

A money order shall not be issued for more than one hundred dollars, and 
fees for domestic money orders shall be as follows, to wit : 

For orders not exceeding two dollars and fifty cents, three cents. 

For orders exceeding two dollars and fifty cents and not exceeding five 
dollars, five cents. 

For orders exceeding five dollars and not exceeding ten dollars, eight cents. 

For orders exceeding ten dollars and not exceeding twenty dollars, ten 
cents. 

For orders exceeding twenty dollars and not exceeding thirty dollars, 
twelve cents. 

For orders exceeding thirty dollars and not exceeding forty dollars, fifteen 
cents. 

For orders exceeding forty dollars and not exceeding fifty dollars, eighteen 
cents. 

64275—08 66 
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1 For orders exceeding ten dollars and not exceeding 

2 twenty dollars, ten cents. 

3 For orders exceeding twenty dollars and not exceeding 

4 thirty dollars, twelve cents. 

5 For orders exceeding thirty dollars and not exceeding 

6 forty dollars, fifteen cents. 

7 For orders exceeding forty dollars and not exceeding 

8 fifty dollars, eighteen cents. 

9 For orders exceeding fifty dollars and not exceeding 

10 sixty dollars, twenty cents. 

11 For orders exceeding sixty dollars and not exceeding 

12 seventy-five dollars, twenty-five cents. 

13 For orders exceeding seventy-five dollars and not ex- 

14 ceeding one hundred dollars, thirty cents. 

15 Sec. 549. Money orders may be drawn by the superin- 

16 tendent of the division of money orders without the exaction 

17 of any fee, for the purpose of correcting errors made by 

18 issuing or paying postmasters. 

19 Sec. 550. The Postmaster-General shall supply money- 

20 order offices, as he may deem expedient, with blank forms 

21 of application for money orders, in such form as he may 

22 prescribe. 

23 Sec. 551. The Postmaster-General shall supply money- 

24 order offices with printed or engraved forms for money orders 
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For orders exceeding fifty dollars and not exceeding sixty dollars, twenty 
cents. 

For orders exceeding sixty dollars and not exceeding seventy-five dollars, 
twenty-five cents. 

For orders exceeding seventy-five dollars and not exceeding one hundred 
dollars, thirty cents. 

1894, Jan. 27, ch. 21, sec. 2, 2 Supp., 166. 



Sec. 549. 

Money orders may be drawn by the Superintendent of the Money-Order 
System without the exaction of an additional fee for the purpose of correcting 
errors made by issuing or paying postmasters. 

1899, Mar. 1, ch. 327, sec. 5, 2 Supp., 959. 



Sec. 550. 

The Postmaster-General shall supply money-order offices with blank forms 
of application for money orders, which each applicant shall fill up with his name, 
the nariie and address of the party to whom the order is to be paid, the amount 
and the date of application; and all such applications shall be preserved by 
the postmaster receiving them for such time as the Postmaster-General may 
prescribe. 

R. S., sec. 4033. 

The Postmaster-General shall supply such money-order offices, as he may 
deem expedient, with blank forms of application for money orders, in such form 
as he may direct. 

1894, Jan. 27, ch. 21, sec. 7, 2 Supp., 168. 

Sec. 551. 

The Postmaster-General shall furnish money-order offices with printed or 
engraved forms for money orders, and no order shall be valid unless it be drawn 
upon such form. 

R. S., sec. 4034. 
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1 in such form as he may prescribe. No money order shall 

2 be valid unless it be drawn upon such form. 



3 Sec. 552. The postmaster issuing a money order shall 

4 send a notice thereof by mail, without delay, to the post- 

5 master on whom it is drawn. 

6 Sec. 553. After a money order has been issued, if the 

7 purchaser desires to have it modified or changed, the post- 

8 master who issued the order shall take it back and issue 

9 another in lieu of it, for which a new fee shall be exacted. 

10 Sec. 554. The postmaster issuing a money order shall 

11 repay the amount of it upon the application of the person 

12 who obtained it, and the surrender of the order; but the fee 

13 paid for it shall not be returned. 

14 Sec. 555. The advice for every domestic money order 

15 repaid by the issuing postmaster under the provisions of the 

16 last two preceding sections shall be recalled from the post- 
17 office on which the order was drawn, and every postmaster 

18 shall attach to his accounts rendered to the assistant director 

19 of accounts the advices so recalled by him, or, if lost, satis- 

20 factory proof of that fact. 

21 Sec. 556. The payee of a money order may, by his 

22 written indorsement thereon, direct it to be paid to any other 

23 person, and thfe postmaster on whom it is drawn shall pay the 
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The Postmaster-General shall furnish money-order offices with printed or 
engraved forms for domestic money orders in such forms as will provide for 
coupons that, by the separation from the money orders, will designate the 
amounts for which the money orders are drawn, and no money order shall be 
valid unless drawn upon such form. 

1894, Jan. 27, ch. 21, sec 9, 2 Supp., 169. 

* * * and the Postmaster-General shall prescribe the forms for the 
issue of money orders. 

1899, Mar. 1, ch. 327, sec. 5, 2 Supp., 959. 

Sec. 552. 

The postmaster issuing a money order shall send a notice thereof by mail, 
without aelay, to the postmaster on whom it is drawn. 

R. S., sec. 4035. 



Sec. 553. 

After a money order has been issued, if the purchaser desires to have it 
modified or changed, the postmaster who issued the order shall take it back 
and issue another in lieu oi it, for which a new fee shall be exacted. 

R„ S., sec 4038. 



Sec. 554. 

The postmaster issuing a money order shall repay the amount of it upon 
the application of the person who obtained it, and the return of the order ; out 
the fee paid for it shall not be returned. 

R. S., sec. 4039. 



Sec. 555. 

It shall be the duty of the postmasters to attach to their accounts rendered 
to the Auditor for the Post-Omce Department the letters of advice, or if lost 
evidence of that fact, recalled from the post-office to which originally sent for 
all repayments of domestic money orders provided for in this section and in 
section four thousand and thirty-eight of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States. 

1894, Jan. 27, ch. 21, sec. 6, 2 Supp., 168. 



Sec. 556. 

The payee of a money order may, by his written indorsement thereon, 
direct it to [be] paid to any other person, and the postmaster on whom it is 
drawn shall pay the same to the person thus designated, provided he shall 
furnish such proofs as the Postmaster-General may prescribe that the indorse- 
ment is genuine, and that he is the person empowered to receive payment; but 
more than one indorsement shall render an order invalid and not payable, and 
the holder, to obtain payment, must apply in writing to the Postmaster-General 



Digitized by 



Google 



526 

1 same to the person thus designated, provided he shall furnish 

2 such proofs as the Postmaster-General may prescribe that the 

3 indorsement is genuine, and that he is the person empowered 

4 to receive payment; but more than one indorsement shall 

5 render an order invalid and not payable, and the holder, to 

6 obtain payment, must apply in writing to the Postmaster- 

7 General for a new order in lieu thereof, returning the original 

8 order, and making such proof of the genuineness of the in- 

9 dorsements as the Postmaster-General may require. 

10 Sec. 557. Postmasters shall not issue any money order 

11 conditioned that identification of payee, indorsee, or attorney 

12 may be waived, nor shall any postmaster pay any money 

13 order without requiring identification of the payee, indorsee, 

14 or attorney. 

15 Sec. 558. No domestic money order, issued after this 

16 act shall take effect, shall be paid at the office upon which it 

17 is drawn nor the amount thereof repaid at the office of issue 

18 after six calendar months from the last day of the month of 

19 issue of such monev order; but the lawful holder of such 

20 lapsed order may obtain reimbursement of the amount thereof 

21 as hereinafter provided. 

22 Sec. 559. No domestic money order issued before this 

23 Act shall take effect shall be paid at the office upon which it 

24 is drawn nor the amount thereof repaid at the office of issue 

25 after one year from the la^t day of the month of issue of such 
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for a new order in lieu thereof, returning the original order, and making such 
proof of the genuineness of the indorsements as the Postmaster-General may 
require. 

R. S., sec. 4037. 



Sec. 557. 

* * * Postmasters shall not issue any money order conditioned that 
identification of payee, endorsee, or attorney may be waived, nor shall any post- 
master pay any money order * * * without requiring identification of the 
payee, endorsee, or attorney. 

1899, Mar. 1, ch. 327, sec. 5, 2 Supp., 959. 



Sec. 558. 

No money order shall be valid and payable unless presented to the post- 
master on whom it is drawn within one year after its date; but the Postmaster- 
General, on the application of the remitter or payee of any such order, may 
cause a new order to be issued in lieu thereof. 

K. S., 4036. 

Repealed by Act Jan. 27, 1894, ch. 21, sec. 5, 2 Supp., p. 169. 

Domestic money orders shall not be paid at the offices upon which they are 
drawn, or at the offices of issue after one year from the last day of the month 
of issue of such money orders, but such money orders shall be sent to the Post- 
Office Department, and shall be paid by a warrant to the Postmaster-General 
countersigned by the Auditor for the Post-Office Department out of any money 
in the Treasury to the credit of the Post-Office Department, to the extent of 
the moneys paid in on this account, the payments so made to be charged to an 
appropriation account hereby created to be denominated " Unpaid money 
orders more than one year olcl." 

1894, Jan. 27, ch. 21, see. 4, 2 Supp., 168. 
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1 money order; but the lawful holder of such lapsed order may 

2 obtain reimbursement of the amount thereof as hereinafter 

3 provided. 

4 Sec. 560. All payments and transfers to and from 

5 money-order offices and postal-note offices shall be under the 

6 direction of the Postmaster-General. He may transfer money- 

7 order funds from one postmaster to another, and from the 

8 postal revenue to the money-order funds. 

9 Sec. 561. The Postmaster-General may transfer to the 

10 postmaster at any money-order or postal-note office, by war- 

11 rant on the Treasury, countersigned by the Auditor for the 

12 Post-Office Department, and payable out of the postal reve- 

13 nues, such sum as may be required over and above the cur- 

14 rent revenues of his office to pay the money orders drawn 

15 upon him and the postal notes payable at his office. The 

16 sums so transferred shall be deemed to be money-order funds. 

17 Sec. 562. The postmaster at every post-office author- 

18 ized to issue money orders or postal notes shall render to the 

19 assistant director of accounts under oath and in such form 

20 and at monthly, or such other more frequent intervals, as may 

21 by regulation be prescribed, regular accounts of all money 

22 orders and postal notes issued and paid; of all fees received 

23 for issuing them; of all transfers and payments made from 

24 money-order funds ; and of all money received to be used for 
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Sec. 560. 

All payments and transfers to and from money-order offices shall be under 
the direction of the Postmaster-General. He may transfer money-order funds 
from one postmaster to another, and from the postal revenue to the money- 
order funds, and he may transfer money-order funds to creditors of the depart- 
ment, to be replaced by equivalent transfers from the postal revenues. 

R. S., sec 4042. 



Sec. 561. 

The Postmaster-General may transfer to the postmaster at any money- 
order office, by warrant on the Treasury, countersigned by the Sixth Auditor, 
and payable out of the postal revenues, such sum as may be required over and 
above the current revenues of his office to pay the money orders drawn upon 
him. 

K. S., sec. 4013. 



Sec. 562. 

The Postmaster-General shall require each postmaster at a money-order 
office to render to the Post-Office Department weekly, semiweekly, or daily 
accounts of all money orders issued and paid; of all fees received for issuing 
them; of all transfers and payments made from money-order funds, and ot 
all money received to be used for the payment of money orders or on account 
of money-order business. 

R. S., sec. 4044. 

It shall be the duty of postmasters at post-offices authorized to issue money 
orders to render to the Auditor for the Post-Office Department monthly, semi- 
monthly, weekly, semiweekly, or daily accounts of all money orders issued and 
Eaid; of all fees received for issuing them; of all transfers and payments made 
rom money-order funds, and of all money received to be used for the pay- 
ment of monev orders or on account of money-order business. 

1894, Jan" 27, ch. 21, sec 8, 2 Supp., 168. 
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1 the payment of money orders and postal notes, or on account 

2 of money-order and postal-note business. 

3 Sec. 563. The Postmaster-General shall cause to be 

4 kept in the bureau of the assistant director of accounts, under 

5 such regulations and in such form and manner not inconsist- 

6 ent with this Act as may be prescribed, full and complete 

7 books of account of the money-order and postal-note business, 

8 under the system known as double entry, showing respec- 

9 tively the number and amount of money orders and postal 

10 notes issued at each post-office, the number and amount paid, 

11 the amount of fees received, the number and amount of out- 

12 standing lapsed money orders and postal notes not paid or 

13 repaid, if issued prior to this Act, within one year, or if 

14 issued after this Act within six calendar months after the 

15 last day of the month of issue, the amount of loss or gain 

16 arising from the purchase or sale of exchange for the settle- 

17 ment of balances due or owing on account of foreign money- 

18 order business, and all other receipts and disbursements in 

19 the transaction of money-order and postal-note business. 

20 Sec. 564. The accounts of postmasters and of all other 

21 persons receiving or disbursing money on account of the 

22 money-order and postal-note business shall be examined, 

23 audited, and settled in the same manner as the accounts of 

24 the postal service are required to be examined, audited, and 
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Secs. 563-564. 

The Sixth Auditor (for the Post-Office Department) shall keep the accounts 
of money-order business separately and in sucn manner as to show the number 
and amount of money orders issued at each office, the number and amount paid, 
the amount of fees received, and all the expenses of the money-order business. 

R. S., sec. 293. 
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1 settled by the provisions of chapter five of Title One of this 

2 Act 

3 Sec. 565. All money received for the sale of money 

4 orders and postal notes, including all fees thereon, all money 

5 transferred from the postal revenues to the money-order 

6 funds, or money transferred or paid from the money-order 

7 funds to the service of the Post-Office Department, and all 

8 money-order funds transferred from one postmaster to an- 

9 other, shall be deemed and taken to be money-order funds 

10 and money in the Treasury of the United States. And it 

11 shall be the duty of the assistant treasurer of the United 

12 States to open, at the request of the Postmaster-General, an 

13 account of " money-order funds " deposited by postmasters 

14 to the credit of the Postmaster-General and of drafts against 

15 the amount so deposited, drawn by him and countersigned 

16 by the Auditor for the Post-Office Department. 

17 Sec. 566. Payments of money out of money-order 

18 funds in the Treasury of the United States shall be made by 

19 warrant signed by the Postmaster-General, or in his stead 

20 by the assistant director of finance or such other officer above , 

21 the grade of fourth-class clerk as such assistant director shall 

22 designate, and shall be countersigned by the Auditor for the 

23 Post-Office Department. 

24 Sec. 567. The Auditor for the Post-Office Department 

25 shall, as soon as practicable after this Act takes effect, certify 
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Sec. 565. 

All money received for the sale of money orders, including all fees thereon, 
all money transferred from the postal revenues to the money-order funds, all 
money transferred or paid from the money-order funds to the service of the 
Post-Office Department, and all money-order funds transferred from one post- 
master to another shall be deemed and taken to be money-order funds and 
money in the. Treasury of the United States. And it shall be the duty of the 
assistant treasurer of the United States to open, at the request of the Post- 
master-General, an account of " money-order funds " deposited by postmasters 
to the credit of the Postmaster-General and of drafts against the amount so 
deposited drawn by him and countersigned by the Sixth Auditor. 

R. S., sec. 4045. 



Sec. 566. 

The Postmaster-General may, from time to time, designate any officer of 
the Post-Office Department above the grade of fourth-class clerk or any em- 
ployee in the office of the Third Assistant Postmaster-General above the grade 
of a clerk of Class E to sign warrants, "collection " and " transfer " drafts in 
his stead, and such warrants and drafts when so signed shall be of the same 
validitv as if signed by the Postmaster-General. 

1903, Mar. 3, ch. 1009, sec. 6, 32 Stat. L., 1176. 

1907, Mar. 2, ch. 2513, 34 Stat. L., 1206. 



Sec. 567. 

That the Auditor of the Treasury for the Post-Office Department shall, as 
soon as practicable after this act takes effect, transmit to the Postmaster-Gen- 
eral a statement of the aggregate amount of domestic money orders and postal 
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1 to the Postmaster-General the amount standing at the close 

2 of the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred 

3 and nine, to the credit of the account denominated "un- 

4 paid money orders more than one year old," and the amount 

5 represented by the monthly statements of unpaid money 

6 orders more than one year old rendered by postmasters in 

7 pursuance of section four, Act of January twenty-seventh, 

8 eighteen hundred and ninety-four, chapter twenty-one, for 

9 the month ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and nine, 

10 and the assistant director of accounts shall credit such amount 

11 to an account to be opened and kept in his bureau and de- 

12 nominated " lapsed money orders." 

13 Sec. 568. Beginning at the end of the first month of 

14 the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and 

15 ten, the postmaster at every post-office authorized to issue 

16 money orders shall render to the assistant director of accounts 

17 a monthly statement of all domestic money orders payable at 

18 his office, as evidenced by advice, remaining unpaid after 

19 the lapse of one year if issued prior to the taking effect of this 

20 Act or six calendar months if issued after the taking effect of 

21 this Act, from the last day of the month of issue, accompanied 

22 in each instance by the advice, and the amount of such out- 

23 standing lapsed money orders shall be regularly credited 

24 to the account denominated "lapsed money orders." The 

25 assistant director of accounts shall further credit said account 



Digitized by 



Google 



535 

notes which shall have remained unpaid for a period of one year or more from 
the last day of the month of their issue. 

1894, Jan. 27, ch. 21, sec. 4, 28 Stat. L., p. 167. 



Sec. 568. 

* * * It shall be the duty of postmasters at all money-order offices to 
render to the Auditor for the fost-Office Department a monthly statement 
* * * of all domestic money orders payable at their respective offices, as 
evidenced by advice, remaining unpaid for one year from the last day of the 
month of issue, such statement to be accompanied by the advice, * * * 
and the amount of money represented by the Auditor's statement and by the 
monthly statements of the postmasters, as certified to the Postmaster-General 
by the Auditor, shall be turned into the Treasury by the Postmaster-General 
for account of the Post-Office Department to be used as current revenues. 

1894, Jan. 27, ch. 21, sec. 4, 2 Supp., 167. 

Domestic money orders shall not be paid * * * after one year from 
the last day of the month of issue of such money orders; but such money orders 
shall * * * be paid by a warrant * * * out of any money in the 
Treasury to the credit of the Post-Office Department to the extent of the moneys 
paid in on this account, the payments so made to be charged to an appropria- 
tion account hereby created to be denominated " Unpaid money orders more 
than one year old.'' 

1894, Jan. 27, ch. 21, sec. 4, 2 Supp., 168. 
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1 in like manner with the amount of all postal notes remaining 

2 unpaid after the lapse of six calendar months from the last 

3 day of the month of issue thereof, as shown by the audit of 

4 the accounts of postal notes issued and postal notes paid ren- 

5 dered to him by postal-note offices. The money represented 

6 by such account shall be deposited in the Treasury of the 

7 United States under the direction of the Postmaster-General 

8 to the credit of the service of the Post-Office Deparment. 

9 Sec. 569. Any lapsed domestic money order may be 

10 sent to the Post-Office Department and shall be paid by a 

11 warrant of the Postmaster-General, countersigned by the 

12 Auditor for the Post-Office Department, out of any money in 

13 the Treasury to the credit of the service of the Post-Office 

14 Department, to the extent of the moneys paid in on account 

15 of lapsed money orders, as in the last preceding section pro- 

16 vided, payment so made to be charged to an appropriation 

17 account hereby created to be denominated " lapsed money 

18 orders." 

19 Sec. 570. Upon the application of the remitter or payee 

20 of any lost domestic money order within one year if issued 

21 prior to the taking effect of this Act or within six calendar 

22 months if issued after the taking effect of this Act from the 

23 last day of the month of the issue thereof the Postmaster- 

24 General, upon the certificate of the assistant director of ac- 

25 counts that the records of paid money orders in his bureau 
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Sec. 569. 

Domestic money orders shall not be paid at the offices upon which they are 
drawn, or at the offices of issue after one year from the last day of the month 
of issue of such money orders: but such money orders shall be sent to the Post- 
Office Department and shall fee paid by a warrant to the Postmaster-General, 
countersigned by the Auditor for the Post-Office Department, out of any 
money in the Treasury to the credit of the Post-Office Department, to the 
extent of the moneys paid in on this account, the payments so made to be 
charged to an appropriation account hereby created, to be denominated " Un- 
paid money orders more than one year old." 

1894, Jan. 27, ch. 21, sec. 4, 2 Supp., 168. 



Sec. 570. 

Whenever a money order has been lost, the Postmaster-General, upon the 
application of the remitter or payee of such order, may cause a duplicate 
thereof to be issued^ without charge, providing the party losing the original 
shall furnish a certificate from the postmaster by wnom it was payable that 
it has not been, and will not thereafter be, paid ; and a similar certificate from 
the postmaster by whom it was issued that it has not been, and will not there- 
after be, repaid. 

E. S., sec. 4040. 

Whenever a money order has been lost within one year from the last day 
of the month of issue, the Postmaster-General, upon the application of the 
remitter or payee of such order, may cadse a duplicate thereof to be issued, 
without charge, providing the person losing the original shall furnish a cer- 
tificate from the postmaster by whom it was payable that it has not been, and 
will not thereafter be, paid; and a similar certificate from the postmaster by 
whom it was issued that it has not been, and will not thereafter be, repaid. 

1894, Jan. 27, ch. 21, sec. 11, 2 Supp., 1G9. 
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1 show that such money order has not been paid, may cause 

2 a duplicate thereof to be issued without charge, provided 

3 the applicant shall furnish a certificate from the postmaster 

4 by whom it was payable that it has not been and will not 

5 thereafter be paid, and a similar certificate from the post- 

6 master by whom it was issued that it has not been and will 

7 not thereafter be repaid. 

8 Sec. 571. Upon the application, after the lapse of one 

9 year, if issued prior to the taking effect of this Act or six 

10 calendar months, if issued after the taking effect of this Act 

11 from the last day of the month of issue thereof, of the remit- 

12 ter or payee of any lost domestic money order the Postmaster- 

13 General shall issue without charge a warrant in payment 

14 thereof, as provided in section five hundred and sixty-nine, on 

15 the certificate of the assistant director of accounts that the 

16 records of paid money orders in his bureau show that said 

17 money order has not been paid. 

18 Sec. 572. The Secretary of the Treasury and the Post- 
19 master-General shall cause to be destroyed, in such manner 

20 as they may deem best, all money-order and postal-note 

21 statements rendered by postmasters and all paid money 

22 orders and postal notes and advices of unpaid money orders 

23 accompanying the same, as well as all descriptive lists of 

24 international money orders certified to or by the exchange 

25 offices designated for conducting money-order transactions 
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Sec. 571. 

* * * Whenever a money order, which has not been paid within one 
year from the last day of the month of issue, has been lost, the Postmaster- 
General, upon the application of the remitter or payee of such order, shall 
issue a warrant for the payment thereof, as provided &r in section four of this 
act, without charge, on the certificate of the Auditor for the Post-Office Depart- 
ment, or upon such other proof satisfactory to the Postmaster-General, that the 
order has not been paid. 

1894, Jan. 27, ch. 21, sec. 11, 2 Supp., 169. 



Sec. 572. 

The Secretary of the Treasury and the Postmaster-General shall cause to 
be destroyed in such manner as they may deem best all money-order state- 
ments rendered by postmasters and all paid money orders and paid postal 
notes accompanying the same, now filed in the office of the Auditor for the 
Post-Office Department, or which may hereafter be filed therein, after ten 
years shall have elapsed from the expiration of the period covered by such 
statements. 

(Note.— Act of Mar. 3, 1897, ch. 385, changes "ten" years to "seven" 
years.) 

1894, July 16, ch. 137, sec. 4, 2 Supp., 196. 

1897, Mar. 3, ch. 285, 2 Supp., 599. 

The Postmaster-General, upon evidence satisfactory to him, and under 
such special regulations as he shall prescribe, may cause payment to be made 
in the manner prescribed in sections four and eleven of the act approved 
January 27, 1894, of the amount of any money order remaining unpaid after 
the lapse ot ten years from the date of issue. 

1894, July 16, ch. 137, sec. 4, 2 Supp., 196. 

See 1897, Mar. 3, ch. 385, 2 Supp., 599. 
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1 with foreign countries, and all coupons of issued international 

2 money orders now filed in the office of the Auditor for the 

3 Post-Office Department or which may hereafter be filed 

4 therein, and in the bureau of the assistant director of accounts, 

5 after three years shall have elapsed from the expiration of 

6 the period covered by such statements and lists: Provided, 

7 That the Postmaster-General, upon evidence satisfactory to 

8 him, and under such special regulations as he shall prescribe, 

9 may cause payment to be made in the manner prescribed in 

10 section five hundred and sixty-nine of this Act of the amount 

11 of any domestic money order remaining unpaid after the 

12 lapse of three years from the date of its issue. And it shall 

13 hereafter be the duty of the Auditor for the Post-Office De- 

14 partment to maintain a complete and permanent record of all 

» 

15 unpaid money orders issued by postmasters in the United 

16 States, or such of its insular possessions as are amenable to 

17 the authority of the Postmaster-General for payment within 

18 its own territory, such record to serve as a basis for adjudicat- 

19 ing claims for payment by warrant of the amounts of said 

20 orders. 

21 Sec. 573. Postmasters at money-order offices of the 

22 first and second classes may be allowed to assign for the 

23 transaction of their money-order and postal-note business 

24 such of the clerks provided for their respective offices as the 

25 Postmaster-General may deem expedient. 
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Section four of the act approved July sixteenth, eighteen hundred and 
ninety-four (8), making appropriations for the service of the Post-Office De- 
partment for tne fiscal year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and ninety- 
five, is hereby amended by inserting the word "seven" in place of the word 
" ten " wherever it occurs in the section. 

1897, Mar. 3, ch. 385, 2 Supp., 579. 

See 1894, July 16, ch. 137, sec. 4. 

The Secretary of the Treasury and the Postmaster-General shall cause to 
be destroyed, in such manner as they may deem best, all money-order state- 
ments rendered by postmasters and all paid money orders accompanying the 
same, as well as all descriptive lists of international money orders certified to 
or by the exchange offices designated for conducting money-order transactions 
with foreign countries and all coupons of issued international money orders 
now filed in the office of the Auditor for the Post-Office Department, or which 
may hereafter be filed therein, after three years shall have elapsed from the 
expiration of the period covered by such statements and lists : Provided, That 
the Postmaster-General, upon evidence satisfactory to him, and under such 
special regulations as he shall prescribe, may cause payment to be made in the 
manner prescribed in sections four and eleven of the act approved January 
twenty-seventh, eighteen hundred and ninety-four, of the amount of any do- 
mestic money order remaining unpaid after the lapse of three years from the 
date of its issue. And it shall hereafter be the duty of the Auditor for the 
Post-Office Department to maintain a complete and permanent record of all 
unpaid money orders issued by postmasters in the United States, or such of its 
insular possessions as are amenable to the authority of the Postmaster-General, 
for payment within its own territory, such record to serve as a basis for adjudi- 
cating claims for payment by warrant of the amounts of said orders. 

1908, May 27, 35 Stat. L. 



Sec. 573. 

Postmasters at money-order post-offices of the first and second classes may 
be allowed by the Postmaster-General to employ such number of clerks in the 
transaction of their money-order business and at such rates of compensation, 
respectively, as he may deem expedient. The allowances for clerk hire made 
to postmasters of the first and second class post-offices by the Postmaster- 
General out of the annual appropriation for clerks in post-offices shall cover 
the cost of clerical services of all kinds in such post-offices, including the cost 
of clerical labor in the money-order business. And at all other money-order 
post-offices the compensation for the clerical labor in the money-order business 
shall be paid out of the fees received for the issue of money orders, and shall 
be three cents for each domestic or international money order issued : Provided. 
That the Postmaster-General may allow to the postmaster at each international 
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1 At all other money-order offices the postmasters shall 

2 be allowed as compensation for the clerical labor in the 

3 money-order business a commission or fee of three cents for 

4 each domestic or international money order issued, to be paid 

5 out of the fees received for the issue of the same. 

6 The postmaster at each international exchange office 

7 may be allowed, in the discretion of the Postmaster-General, 

8 an additional amount out of the annual appropriation for 

9 clerks in post-offices for the clerical labor necessary for the 

10 performance of such duties as are imposed upon them by the 

11 operations of the money-order system, and are not required 

12 of other postmasters. 

13 Sec. 574. No money order or postal note drawn to or in 

14 favor of any person or company, or to or in favor of the agent 

15 or representative or attorney of any person or company, 

16 determined, by appropriate proceedings, for the issuance of 

17 a fraud order under this Act, to be engaged in conducting 

18 any lottery, enterprise, scheme, artifice, or device within 

19 the prohibition of section three hundred and sixty-six, shall 

20 be paid to such person or company, or to the agent, rep- 

21 resentative, or attorney of such person or company, whether 

22 such agent, representative, or attorney is acting as an indi- 

23 vidual or as a firm, bank, corporation, or association of any 

24 kind ; but the Postmaster-General shall provide by regulation 

25 for the return, upon the determination aforesaid, of the sums 
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exchange office such additional amount in each case, out of the annual appro- 
priation for clerks in post-offices, as he may deem expedient, to enable tnese 
postmasters to obtain the clerical labor necessary for the performance of such 
special duties as are imposed upon them by the operations of the money-order 
system and are not required of other postmasters. 
1894, Jan. 27, ch. 21, sec. 3, 2 Supp., 167. 



Sec. 574. 

The Postmaster-General may, upon evidence satisfactory to him that any 
person is engaged in conducting any fraudulent lottery, gift enterprise, or 
scheme for the distribution of money, or of any real or personal property, by lot, 
chance, or drawing of any kind, or in conducting any other scheme or device 
for obtaining money through the mails by means of false or fraudulent pre- 
tenses, representations, or promises, forbid" the payment, by any postmaster, to 
any such person of any postal money order drawn to his order or in his favor, 
and may provide by regulations for the return, to the remitter, of the sums 
named in such money orders. But this shall not authorize any person to open 
any letter not addressed to himself. 

E. S., sec. 4041. 

The Postmaster-General may, upon evidence satisfactory to him that any 
person or company is engaged in conducting any lottery, gift enterprise, or 
scheme for the distribution of money, or of any real or personal property by 
lot, chance, or drawing of any kind, or that any person or company is con- 
ducting any other scheme for obtaining money or property of any kind through 
the mails by means of false or fraudulent pretenses, representations, or prom- 
ises, forbid the payment by any postmaster to said person or company of any 
postal money orders drawn to his or its order or in his or its favor, or to the 
agent of any such person or company, whether such agent is acting as an indi- 
vidual or as a firm, bank, corporation, or association of any kind, and may 
provide by regulation for the return to the remitters of the sums named in 
such money orders. But this shall not authorize any person to open any letter 
not addresed to himself. The public advertisement by such person or com- 
pany so conducting any such lottery, gift enterprise, scheme, or device that 
remittances for the same may be made by means of postal money orders to any 
other person, firm, bank, corporation, or association named therein shall be 
held to be prima facie evidence of the existence of said agency by all the par- 
ties named therein ; but the Postmaster General, shall not be precluded from 
ascertaining the existence of such agency in any other legal way. 

1890, Sept. 19, ch. 908, sec. 3, 1 Supp., 804. 
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1 named in such money order or postal note to the remitter 

2 thereof. Nothing contained in this section shall be so con- 

3 straed as to authorize any postmaster or other person other 

4 than the duly authorized officers and employees of the Division 

5 of Dead Letters to open any letter not addressed to himself. 

6 Sec. 575. For the convenience of the public in the 

7 transmission of small sums through the mail the Postmaster- 

8 General may authorize postmasters at all money-order post- 

9 offices, and such other post-offices as he may designate, to 

10 issue money orders without corresponding advices for fixed 

11 sums not exceeding five dollars, such orders to be known 

12 as postal notes. 

13 Sec. 576. The sums for which postal notes shall be 

14 issued shall be as follows: Twenty cents, twenty-five cents, 

15 thirty cents, forty cents, fifty cents, sixty cents, seventy 

16 cents, seventy-five cents, eighty cents, ninety cents, one 

17 dollar, one dollar and twenty-five cents, one dollar and fifty 

18 cents, two dollars, two dollars and fifty cents, three dollars, 

19 four dollars, and five dollars. 

20 Sec. 577. The fees for the issuance of postal notes shall 

21 be as follows: 

22 For a note not exceeding forty cents, fee one cent. 

23 For a note exceeding forty cents and not exceeding 

24 two dollars and fifty cents, fee two cents. 
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Sec. 575-596. 

(Copy of the last law on the subject of postal notes. How repealed.) 

That the first section of the act entitled "An act to modify the postal 
money-order system, and for other purposes," be amended so as to read as 
follows : 

" That for the transmission of small sums under five dollars through the 
mails the Postmaster-General may authorize postmasters at money-order offices, 
or at such other offices as he may designate, to issue money orders, without 
corresponding advices, on an engraved form to be prescribed and furnished by 
him; and a money order issued on such new form shall be designated and 
known as a c postal note,' and a fee of three cents shall be charged for the issue 
thereof. 

" Every postmaster who shall issue a postal note under the authority of 
the Postmaster-General shall make the same payable to bearer, when duly 
receipted, at any money-order office; and after a postal note has once been paid, 
to whomsoever it has been paid, the United States shall not be liable for any 
further claim for the amount thereof. 

" But a postal note shall become invalid and not payable upon the expira- 
tion of three calendar months from the last day of the month during which the 
same was issued; and the holder, to obtain the amount of an invalid postal note 
must forward it to the Superintendent of the Money-Order System, at Wash- 
ington, District of Columbia, together with an application, in such manner and 
form as the Postmaster-General may prescribe, for a duplicate thereof, payable 
to such holder; and an additional fee of three cents shall oe charged and exacted 
for the issue of the duplicate : 

"Provided, That all provisions of law applicable to the issue of postal notes 
at money-order offices, and to postmasters, clerks, and other employees therein, 
shall be equally applicable to offices authorized to issue postal notes under 
this act." 

1887, Jan. 3, ch. 13, 1 Supp., 517. 

Sec. 2. That the provisions of section thirty-eight hundred and thirty- 
four, title forty-six, chapter one, and the provisions of sections four thousand 
and twenty-seven, four thousand and thirty, four thousand and thirty-nine, 
four thousand and forty-one, four thousand and forty-two, four thousand and 
forty-three, four thousand and forty-four, four thousand and forty-five, four 
thousand and forty-six, four thousand and forty-eight, title forty-six, chapter 
thirteen, of the Revised Statutes, edition of eighteen hundred and seventy- 
eight, shall be deemed and taken to be applicable to postal notes as well as to 
money orders. 

And that in addition to the authority granted by section four thousand 
and forty-eight of said Revised Statutes to the Postmaster-General to pay out 
of the proceeds of the money-order business the cost of stationery and such 
incidental expenses as are necessary for the transaction of that business the 
compensation of an agent and the necessary assistants to distribute postal notes 
to postmasters and allthe necessary incidental expenses of the agency ; and such 
agent shall, before entering upon his duties, give bond for the faithful per- 
formance thereof in such sum and form and with such security as the Post- 
master-General may approve. 

And all blanks, blank books, and printed or engraved matter supplied to 
postmasters by the Postmaster-General or used in his department for the trans- 
action of the money-order business shall be obtained from the lowest responsible 
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1 For a note exceeding two dollars and fifty cents, fee 

2 three cents. 

3 Sec. 578. To facilitate the transmission of amounts for 

4 which no corresponding postal note is provided subsidiary 

5 postal notes may be issued in denominations of one cent, 

6 two cents, three cents, four cents, five cents, six cents, seven 

7 cents, eight cents, and nine cents, respectively. No fee or 

8 commission shall be charged for the issuance of such sub- 

9 sidiary notes and they shall not be issued except to a pur- 

10 chaser of a note of higher fixed denomination for the pur- 

11 pose of enabling him to make up a sum greater than the 

12 amount of such note and less than the amount of the note 

13 of next higher denomination. No such subsidiary note shall 

14 be paid except in connection with a note of higher fixed 

15 denomination. 

16 Sec. 579. All postal notes shall be issued on an en- 

17 graved form with such watermarks, or other safeguards 

18 against counterfeiting, as the Postmaster-General may pre- 

19 scribe, and shall contain a blank space for the signature of 

20 the postmaster issuing the same and for the signature of the 

21 person to whom the same is paid. No postal note shall be 

22 valid unless issued on such form. 

23 Sec. 580. The Postmaster-General shall supply post- 
24 masters with blank engraved forms of postal notes of such de- 
25 nominations and in such amount as he may deem advisable. 
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bidders for furnishing printed and engraved matter, respectively, under sepa- 
rate advertisements calling for proposals to furnish the same for a period of 
four years upon such conditions as tne Postmaster-General may prescribe : 

Provided. That the Public Printer and the Chief of the Bureau of En- 
graving and Printing of the Treasury Department shall submit, respectively, 
estimates of the cost of furnishing such printed and engraved matter as may 
be required for use in the money-order business, and they shall furnish such 
printed and engraved matter whenever upon their estimates of cost the ex- 
penditure therefor will be less than upon proposals made as above provided for. 

Sec. 3. That a money order shall not be issued for more than one hundred 
dollars. 

And that the fees for money orders shall be as follows, to wit : 

For orders (1) not exceeding ten dollars, eight cents. 

For orders exceeding ten dollars and not exceeding fifteen dollars, ten 
cents. 

For orders exceeding fifteen dollars and not exceeding thirty dollars, 
fifteen cents. 

For orders exceeding thirty dollars and not exceeding forty dollars, twenty 
cents. 

For orders exceeding forty dollars and not exceeding fifty dollars, twenty- 
five cents. 

For orders exceeding fifty dollars and not exceeding sixty dollars, thirty 
cents. 

For orders exceeding sixty dollars and not exceeding seventy dollars, thirty- 
five cents. 

For orders exceeding seventy dollars and not exceeding eighty dollars, 
forty cents. 

For orders exceeding eighty dollars and not exceeding one hundred dollars, 
forty-five cents. 

Sec. 4. That postmasters at money-order offices whose annual salary is not 
less than three thousand dollars may be allowed by the Postmaster-General to 
employ such number of clerks in the transaction of their money-order business 
and at such rates of compensation, respectively, as he may deem expedient. 

And at all other money-order post-offices the compensation for the clerical 
labor employed in the money-order business, including the issue and payment 
of postal notes, shall be three and one-half cents for each domestic or inter- 
national money order issued, paid, or repaid, and one cent for each postal note 
issued, and three-quarters of one cent for each postal note paid thereat, and in 
case any office is aesignated to receive on deposit surplus money-order funds 
from other post-offices, three and one-half cents for each certificate issued in 
acknowledgement of the receipt of such funds. 

But the total allowance made by the Postmaster-General for money-order 
clerks at any first-class office shall be based, as nearly as possible, upon the 
number of transactions, at the same rate for each transaction as is above fixed 
for the compensation of clerical labor at other post-offices, and the compensation 
of the postmasters and the clerks provided for in this section shall be paid out 
of the fees received for the issue of money orders and postal notes : 

Provided, That in addition to an allowance for clerical service at the rates 
above mentioned, the Postmaster-General may allow to the postmaster at New 
York, New York, to the postmaster at San Francisco, California, to the post- 
master at Portland, Oregon, and to the postmaster at each international ex- 
change office, such amount in each case, out of the proceeds of the money-order 
business, as he may deem expedient, to enable these postmasters to obtain the 
clerical labor necessary for tne performance of such special duties as are im- 
posed upon them by the operation of the money-order system and are not 
required of other postmasters : 

And provided further. That credit shall not be allowed to a postmaster at 
a first-class office on account of any expenditure in payment of clerical service 
in the money-order business of his office except upon a voucher duly receipted 
by the person by whom such service shall have been performed : 

And provided further, That the salaries of postmasters, as fixed by law, 
shall be deemed and taken to be full compensation for the responsibility and 
risk incurred and for the personal services rendered by them as custodians of 
the money-order and other funds of the Post-Office Department. 
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1 Sec. 581. All the provisions of this Act applicable to 

2 blanks, blank books, and printed or engraved matter for use 

3 in the transaction of money-order business, shall be applicable 

4 to blanks, blank books, and printed or engraved matter for 

5 use in the transaction of money-order business by means of 

6 postal notes. 

7 Sec. 582. Every postal note issued by any postmaster 

8 under the authority of this Act shall be signed by such post- 

9 master before being issued, or by some assistant or clerk in 

10 his office, or in charge of a station or substation thereof from 

11 which said note is issued, duly authorized in writing, and who 

12 shall have given bond for the faithful discharge of his duties. 
1*3 The postmaster and his sureties shall in every case be 

14 held accountable upon the official bond of such postmaster 

15 for all moneys received by him or his designated assistants 

16 or clerks from the issue of postal notes, and for all moneys 

17 which may come into his or their hands or be placed in his 

18 or their custody by reason of the transaction by them of the 

19 business of the issuance or payment of postal notes. 

20 Sec. 583. Postal notes issued by any postmaster shall 

21 be payable at the office of issue or any station or substation 

22 thereof, or at any other office authorized to issue postal notes 

23 or at any station or substation thereof. 

24 Sec. 584. At the option of the purchaser a postal note 

25 may be drawn payable to a designated payee or to bearer, 
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Sec. 5. That the Auditor of the Treasury for the Post-Office Department 
shall, as soon as practicable after the close or the present fiscal year, transmit 
to the Postmaster-General a statement of the aggregate amount of all money 
orders which at the beginning of said year shall have remained unpaid tor a 
period of seven years or more after the date of their issue. 

And as soon as practicable after the close of each fiscal year thereafter he 
shall transmit in like manner a statement of the aggregate amount of all money 
orders and postal notes which at the commencement of such year shall have 
remained unpaid for less than eight and not less than seven years after the date 
of their issue. 

And the Postmaster-General shall cause the aggregate amount of such 
unpaid money orders and postal notes as reported annually by the Auditor to 
be deposited in the Treasury? to the credit of the Treasurer of the United 
States, for the service of the Post-Office Department. 

But nothing contained in this act shall be so construed as to prevent the 
payment, out of current money-order funds, by duplicate issued under the 
authority of the Postmaster-General, of any lost or invalid money order or of 
any invalid postal note more than seven years old, upon the presentation of 
satisfactory proof to the Postmaster-General of the ownership of such money 
order or upon the production of such invalid postal note in accordance with 
the provisions of (2) section one of this act 

And the total amount of such lost or invalid money orders and invalid 
postal notes more than seven years old paid during each year by duplicate shall 
be deducted from the aggregate amount of unpaid money orders and postal 
notes to be deposited at the close thereof in the Treasury as hereinbefore pro- 
vided. 

Sec. 6. That all laws or parts of laws inconsistent with the provisions of 
this act shall be void in so far as they may apply to cases which may arise 
under this act: 

Provided, That the provisions of this act shall be put into operation by 
the Postmaster-General within six months after the date of its approval by the 
President. 

1883, Mar. 3, ch. 123, 1 Supp., p. 405. 

1887, Jan. 3, ch. 13, sec. 1, 1 Supp., p. 517. 

(Copy of bill proposed by Post-Office Department.) 

A BILL To provide additional facilities for the transmission of small sums 

through the mails. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America %n Congress assembled, That to facilitate the transmission 
of small sums through the mails the Postmaster-General shall be, and is hereby, 
empowered to authorize postmasters at money-order offices, and at such other 
offices as he may designate, under such regulations as he may from time to 
time prescribe, to issue money orders, without corresponding advices, on a 
form to be prescribed and furnished by him, and a money order issued on such 
form shall be designated and known asa" postal note," and in addition to its 
face value, a fee, to be fixed by the Postmaster-General, but not to exceed two 
cents, shall be charged for each postal note issued, except that postal notes for 
amounts less than ten cents may be issued without fee, at the discretion of the 
Postmaster-General: Provided, That postal notes issued under the provisions 
of this act shall be for fixed amounts not above two dollars and nfty cents, 
and shall be redeemable or payable at any money-order post-office, or at any 
other pos^office designated by the Postmaster-General for the purpose of 
redemption or payment thereof, but shall not be negotiable or transferable 
through indorsement: And provided further, That such postal notes shall not 
be payable after the expiration of six calendar months from the last day of 
the month of their issue. 

Sec. 2. After a postal note has once been paid, to whomsoever paid, the 
United States shall not be liable on account of any further claim for the amount 
thereof. 

Sec. 3. Postmasters at offices of the third and fourth classes may be allowed 
as compensation for issuing postal notes such part of the fees thereon as the 
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1 or the name of the payee may be left blank to be filled in by 

2 the purchaser, in which case such note shall not be paid 

3 until the name of the payee shall have been inserted. 

4 Sec. 585. Except in case of notes drawn payable to 

5 bearer, no postal note shall be payable except to the pur- 

6 chaser thereof, the payee named therein, or to a bank acting 

7 as agent for such payee. 

8 Sec. 586. The person receiving payment of a postal 

9 note shall be required to sign the receipt imprinted thereon. 

10 Sec. 587. No postal note shall be payable to any in- 

11 dorsee of the payee named therein. The stamp of a bank or 

12 banks acting as agent for the collection of a postal note on 

13 account of the payee named therein shall be deemed for the 

14 purposes of this Act not to be an indorsement thereof. 

15 Sec. 588. After a postal note has once been paid, to 

16 whomsoever paid, the United States shall not be liable for 

17 any other further claim for the amount thereof. 

18 Sec. 589. No postal note shall be paid after the expira- 

19 tion of six calendar months from the last day of the month of 

20 the issue of such note; but the lawful holder of such lapsed 

21 note may, upon the payment of an additional fee of three 

22 cents, obtain reimbursement of the amount thereof in the 

23 same manner as provided in section five hundred and sixty- 

24 nine for the repayment of lapsed money orders. 
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Postmaster-General may prescribe, but such commissions shall not exceed the 
rate of one dollar per hundred notes, and no commission shall be allowed for the 
sale of postal notes issued without fee. 

Sec. 4. A duplicate of a postal note which has become invalid by reason 
of age may be issued to the owner of the original by the Post-Office Department 
under such regulations as the Postmaster-General may prescribe. In like man- 
ner, provided application therefor be made before the expiration of six months 
from the date when the original would have become invalid by reason of age, 
upon production of such proof of ownership and loss or destruction as the 
Postmaster-General may require, a duplicate may be issued in lieu of a postal 
note which has been lost or destroyed ; but no duplicate shall be issued within 
the period during which the original would have been payable on presentation 
in due form, nor at any time in lieu of a postal note for which no fee has been 
paid. An additional fee equal to the fee charged for the original shall be ex- 
acted for the issue of a duplicate postal note. Each duplicate issued shall be 
valid for the same length of time as was the original and no longer. In case 
of nonpayment of the duplicate within the period of its validity, however, it 
may be renewed upon surrender of the same to the Post-Office Department, 
with an application in due form for renewal thereof. 

Sec. 5. All provisions of the statutes relating to money orders, so far as 
the same may be applicable and not inconsistent with the provisions of this act, 
shall apply to the postal notes herein described. 

Sec. 6. That the sum of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, or so 
much thereof as may be necessary, be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to Tbe used and 
expended as the Postmaster-General may direct, for carrying into effect the 
provisions of this act during the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, ninteen hun- 
dred and nine: Provided, That of said amount not exceeding twenty thousand 
dollars may be used in payment of the salaries of one postal-note agent and 
necessary assistants, and such additional clerks as for the purposes of this act 
may be required in the Post-Office Department. 
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1 Sec. 590. Upon application of the owner of any lost 

2 postal note, made before the expiration of six months from 

3 the date when such note would have lapsed, the Postmaster- 

4 General may, in his discretion, at any time after the date 

5 when such postal note would have lapsed, and upon the 

6 certificate of the assistant director of accounts that such postal 

7 note has not been paid, cause the amount thereof to be paid 

8 to such owner in the same manner as is provided in section 

9 five hundred and seventy-one for the repayment of lost 

10 money orders after the lapse thereof; but an additional fee of 

11 three cents shall be exacted for such payment. 

12 Sec. 591. Postmasters at offices of the third and fourth 

13 classes shall be allowed as compensation for the transaction 

14 of postal-note business a fee or commission of one cent for 

15 each postal note issued, to be paid out of the fees received for 

16 the issue of the same. No commission shall be allowed for 

17 the sale of subsidiary postal notes for the issuance of which no 

18 fee or commission is charged. 

19 Sec. 592. The Postmaster-General may pay out of the 

20 proceeds of the money-order and postal-note business the cost 

21 of stationery, blanks, blank books, printed or engraved mat- 

22 ter, and such incidental expenses as are necessary for the 

23 transaction of such business. 

24 Sec. 593. Whenever any imprest post-office is desig- 

25 nated as a postal-note office the Director of Posts shall direct 
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1 the accounting office to which such imprest office is attached 

2 to supply such imprest office whh postal notes of such de- 

3 nominations and in such amount not exceeding ( when added 

4 to the amount bf the initial supplies of postage stamps, postal 

5 cards, stamped envelopes, and other stamped paper) the 

6 bond of the postmaster at such imprest office as, in the judg- 

7 ment of the Director, may be necessary for the transaction of 

8 postal-note business at such imprest office for the ensuing 

9 quarter or remaining portion thereof. 

10 The postmaster at the accounting post-office supplying 

11 shall be credited, and the postmaster at the imprest office re- 

12 ceiving shall be debited, with the amount of the face value of 

13 the postal notes so supplied, together with the amount charge- 

14 able to the public as fees for the issuance thereof. 

15 Sec. 594. The Director of Posts may require the pay- 

16 ment of the amount due for the initial supply of postal notes 

17 in the same manner as is provided in section two hundred 

18 and fifty-six for the payment of the amount due for the initial 

19 supply of postage stamps, postal cards, stamped envelopes, 

20 and other stamped paper. 

21 Sec. 595. Upon the requisition of any imprest office, 

22 in such form and pursuant to such regulations as may be pre- 

23 scribed, the postmaster of the accounting office to which such 

24 imprest office is attached shall supply the latter with postal 

25 notes upon the receipt of the full amount of the face value 

26 of such notes, together with the amount, less one cent for 

Digitized by 



Google 



555 



Digitized by 



Google 



556 

1 each note so supplied, chargeable to the public as fees for the 

2 issuance thereof, in lawful money, or in the following, which 

3 shall be accepted as equivalents for lawful money: First, 

4 postal notes paid to the full amount of the face value thereof; 

5 second, unissued notes to the full amount of the face value 

6 thereof and the fees which would have been chargeable to 

7 the public for the issuance thereof less one cent for each note ; 

8 third, the voucher of the postmaster at such imprest office 

9 for the full amount of his accrued salary as ascertained and 

10 fixed by the assistant director of post-offices; fourth, 

11 vouchers for payments made by the postmaster at such im- 

12 prest office for special-delivery service, at the rate of eighty 

13 per centum of the face value of all special-delivery stamps 

14 attached to mail matter received and delivered at his office, 

15 as shown by the signed vouchers of the recipients of the 

16 matter so stamped; fifth, vouchers for the amount of pay- 

17 ments made by said postmaster on account of special services 

18 authorized and allowed by the Postmaster-General, duly 

19 signed by the recipients of such payments. 

20 Sec. 596. The accounts of all accounting postmasters 

21 shall be kept in such manner as to exhibit separately the num- 

22 ber and amount of postal notes supplied to any imprest post- 
23 offices and the receipts therefor, but the same shall not be 

24 considered as revenue of such accounting post-office or other- 

25 wise taken into account in fixing the salary, commissions, or 

26 allowances of the postmaster* thereof . 
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Chaptee Thirteen. 



MISCELLANEOUS AND TRANSITOEY PROVISIONS. 



Sec 

597. Disposition of useless papers, files, and 

reports. 

598. Net proceeds of sales to be postal reve- 

nue. 

599. Penalty for combining to prevent bids. 

600. Tenure of office of existing Postmaster- 

General not to be affected by this act. 

601. Postmaster-General to exercise ad in- 

terim the functions of director of 
posts. 

602. Designation of officers to act until 

qualification of the several assistant 
directors. 

603. Office of First Assistant Postmaster- 

General not abolished until qualifica- 
tion of assistant director of post- 
offices. 

604. Office of Second Assistant Postmaster- 

General not abolished until qualifica- 
tion of assistant director of trans- 
portation. 



Sec. 

605. Office of Third Assistant Postmaster- 

General not abolished until qualifica- 
tion of assistant director of finance. 

606. Office of Fourth Assistant Postmaster- 

General not abolished until qualifica- 
tion of assistant director of supplies. 

607. Until qualification of a purchasing 

agent under this act the functions 
to be exercised by existing purchas- 
ing agent. 

608. Until qualification of an Assistant At- 

torney-General under this act func- 
tions to be exercised by existing 
Assistant Attorney-General. 

609. Until qualification of commissioners of 

postal appeals functions to be exer- 
cised by the Postmaster-General. 

610. Change of title and designation of offi- 

cers and employees. 



3 Sec. 597. The Postmaster-General may sell as waste 

4 paper or otherwise dispose of, (a) any files of papers which 

5 have accumulated or may hereafter accumulate in post- 

6 offices, which are not needed in the transaction of current 

7 business and have no historic interest; (b) any quarterly 

8 returns of mail sent or received, preserving the accounts cur- 

9 rent and all accompanying vouchers, but the accounts shall 

10 be preserved entire for at least two years; (c) all copies, 

11 save one and such others as he may deem useful for purposes 

12 of reference, of obsolete editions of Postal Guides, railway 

13 guides, Postal Laws and Regulations, on file in the Post- 
14 Office Department; and (d) after the expiration of one year 
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Sec. 597. 

(a) The Postmaster-General is hereby authorized to sell as waste paper or 
otherwise dispose of the files of papers which have accumulated or may here- 
after accumulate in post-offices that are not needed in the transaction of current 
business and have no permanent value or historic interest, and pay the proceeds 
of said sales into the Treasury as postal revenues. 

1906, May 11, ch. 2448, 34 Stat. L., 186. 

(b) The Postmaster-General may dispose of any quarterly returns of mails 
sent or received, preserving the accounts current and all accompanying 
vouchers, and use such portions of the proceeds as may be necessary to defray 
the cost of separating and disposing of them; but the accounts shall be pre- 
served entire for at least two years. 

R. S., sec. 4060. 

(c) The Secretary of the Treasury and the Postmaster-General may cause 
to be destroyed, in such manner as they may deem best, the following described 
records now on file in the office of the Auditor for the Post-Office Department: 

Collection orders and acknowledgments from 1836 to 1880. 

Mail messenger and special mail carrier receipts from 1858 to 1882. 

Receipts for drafts from 1849 to 1891. 

Unimportant letters from 1825 to 1880. 

Postal guides, railway guides, postal laws and regulations, obsolete editions. 

Postmaster's quarterly postal accounts from January, 1871, to and includ- 
ing 1883. 

Steamship reports and reports by postmasters of the weights of foreign 
dispatches from 1852 to 1887. 

Also miscellaneous accounts between the United States and foreign coun- 
tries from 1864 to 1887. 

All international money-order coupons that are dated prior to January 1, 
1894, and each succeeding year, all such coupons as may be in hand bearing 
the date four vears prior to date of destruction. 

1898, Mar. 15, ch. 68, 2 Supp., 738. 
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1 from the end of the contract term to which they severally 

2 relate, (first) all reports of arrivals and departures of the 

3 mails on mail routes made and sent by postmasters to the 

4 Second Assistant Postmaster-General or to the assistant di- 

5 rector of transportation on which no fines or deductions from 

6 the pay of contractors for carrying the mails have been based, 

7 and (second) all certificates of oaths taken by carriers on 

8 mail routes. 

9 Sec. 598. The Postmaster-General may use such por- 

10 tions of the proceeds of all sales of papers made under au- 

11 thority of the last preceding section as may be necessary to 

12 defray the cost of the separation, classification, and disposi- 

13 tion of the same, and shall deposit the balance of the proceeds 

14 of such sales in the Treasury as postal revenue. 

15 Sec. 599. No contract for carrying the mail shall be 

16 made with any person who has entered, or proposed to enter, 

17 into any combination to prevent the making of any bid for 

18 carrying the mail, or who has made any agreement, or given 

19 or performed, or promised to give or perform, any considera- 

20 tion whatever to induce any other person not to bid for any 

21 such contract; and if any person so offending is a contractor 

22 for carrying the mail, his contract may be annulled; and for 

23 the first offense the person so offending shall be disqualified 

24 to contract for carrying the mail for five years, and for the 

25 second offense shall be forever disqualified. 
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Seo. 598. 

(d) * * * The reports of the arrivals and departures of the mails on 
mail routes made and sent by postmasters to the Second Assistant Postmaster- 
General, on which no fines or deductions from the pay of contractors for car- 
rying the mails have been based, and the certificates or oaths taken by carriers 
on mail routes, may be disposed of as waste paper after the expiration of one 
year from the end of the contract term to which they relate. 

1898, June 13, ch. 446, sec. 2, 2 Supp., 779. 



Sec. 599. 

No contract for carrying the mail shall be made with any person who has 
entered, or proposed to enter ? into any combination to prevent the making of 
any bid for carrying the mail, or who has made any agreement, or given or 
performed, or promised to give or perform, any consideration whatever to 
induce any other person not to bid for any such contract; and if any person 
so offending is a contractor for carrying the mail, his contract may be annulled; 
and for the first offense the person so offending shall be disqualified to contract 
for carrying the mail for five years, and for the second offense shall be forever 
disqualified. 

E. S M sec. 3950. 

64275—03 7J 
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1 Sec. 600. Thfe tenure of office of the Postmaster-Gen- 

2 era! holding office at the time of the coming into operation of 

3 this Act shall not he in anywise affected thereby, but he 

4 shall be taken to all intents and purposes as if he had been 

5 appointed and commissioned and had qualified in pursuance 

6 of this Act. 

7 Sec. 601. Until the qualification of a director of posts, 

8 appointed in pursuance of this Act, the Postmaster-General 

9 shall have the powers and perform the duties cpnferred or 

10 imposed by this Act upon the office of director of posts. 

11 Sec. 602. Until the qualification, respectively, of an 

12 assistant director of post-offices, an assistant director of trans- 

13 portation, an assistant director of mail matter, an assistant 

14 director of appointments, an assistant director of finance, an 

15 assistant director of accounts, and an assistant director of 

16 supplies, appointed in pursuance of this Act, the Postmaster- 

17 General shall have power to designate any Assistant Post- 
18 master-General or any assistant director duly appointed and 

19 qualified, to have the powers and perform the duties con- 

• t 

20 ferred or imposed by this Act in respect of the office of any 

21 assistant director which has not been filled by the appoint- 

22 ment and qualification of an incumbent thereof. 

23 Sec. 603. Upon the qualification of an assistant di- 

24 rector of post-offices, appointed in pursuance of this Act, the 

25 present office of the First Assistant Postmaster-General shall 
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1 be abolished and the appointment and commission of the 

2 then existing First Assistant Postmaster-General, if any, 

3 shall be ipso facto revoked; but until the qualification of such 

4 assistant director the tenure of office of the person holding 

5 the office of First Assistant Postmaster-General at the time 

6 when this Act takes effect shall not be affected thereby. 

7 Seo. 604. Upon the qualification of an assistant director 

8 of transportation, appointed in pursuance of this Act, the 

9 present office of the Second Assistant Postmaster-General 

10 shall be abolished and the appointment and commission of 

11 the then existing Second Assistant Postmaster-General, if 

12 any, shall be ipso facto revoked; but until the qualification of 

13 such assistant director the tenure of office of the person hold- 

14 ing the office of Second Assistant Postmaster-General at the 

15 time when this Act takes effect shall not be affected thereby. 

16 Sec. 605. Upon the qualification of an assistant director 

17 of finance, appointed in pursuance of this Act, the present 

18 office of the Third Assistant Postmaster-General shall be abol- 

19 ished and the appointment and commission of the then exist- 

20 ing Third Assistant Postmaster-General, if any, shall be ipso 

21 facto revoked; but until the qualification of such assistant 

22 director the tenure of office of the person holding the office 

23 of Third Assistant Postmaster-General at the time when 

24 this Act takes effect shall not be affected thereby. 
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1 Sec. 606. Upon the qualification of an assistant director 

2 of supplies, appointed in pursuance of this Act, the present 

3 office of the Fourth Assistant Postmaster-General shall be 

4 abolished and the appointment and commission of the then 

5 existing Fourth Assistant Postmaster-General, if any, shall 

6 be ipso facto revoked; but until the qualification of such 

7 assistant director the tenure of office of the person holding 

8 the office of Fourth Assistant Postmaster-General at the time 

9 when this Act takes effect shall not be affected thereby. 

10 Sec. 607. Upon the qualification of a purchasing agent, 

11 appointed in pursuance of this Act, the present office of pur- 

12 chasing agent shall be abolished and the appointment and 

13 commission of the then existing purchasing agent, if any, 

14 shall be ipso facto revoked; but until such qualification as 

15 aforesaid the purchasing agent holding office at the time 

16 when this Act takes effect shall have the power and perform 
• 17 the duties conferred or imposed upon the office of purchasing 

18 agent by this Act. 

19 Sec. 608. Upon the qualification of an Assistant Attor- 

20 ney-General for the Post-Office Department, appointed in pur- 
, 21 suance of this Act, the present office of Assistant Attorney- 

22 General for the Post-Office Department shall be abolished, 

23 and the appointment and commission of the then existing 

24 Assistant Attorney-General for the Post-Office Depart- 

25 ment, if any, shall be ipso facto revoked; but until such 
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1 qualification as aforesaid the Assistant Attorney-General for 

2 the Post-Office Department holding office at the time when 

3 this Act takes effect shall have the power and perform. the 

4 duties conferred or imposed upon the Assistant Attorney- 

5 General for the Post-Office Department by this Act. 

6 Sec. 609. Until the appointment and qualification of 

7 the three commissioners of postal appeals provided for in 

8 this Act all powers and duties conferred or imposed by this 

9 Act upon the commission of postal appeals or the several 
10 commissioners of postal appeals shall be vested in the Post- 
11 master-General; and upon such qualification as aforesaid all 

12 applications, appeals, or other matters whatsoever in respect 

13 of which the commission of postal appeals is by this Act 

14 vested with authority and which may be then pending undis- 

15 posed of before the Postmaster-General by virtue of this sec- 

16 tion shall, together with all papers and documents thereto 

17 appertaining, be certified by the Postmaster-General to the 

18 commission of postal appeals. 

19 Seo. 610. Upon the taking effect of this Act the title or 

20 designation of the officers or other persons holding, in the 

21 respective offices mentioned in the first column of the folio w- 

22 ing schedule, the several respective offices, appointments, or 

23 employments specified in the second column of said schedule 

24 shall be deemed to be altered to the corresponding title or 

25 designation, respectively, specified in the third column of 
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1 said schedule, and such officers and persons shall be deemed, 

2 respectively, to have been appointed in the bureau mentioned 

3 in the fourth column of said schedule to the several offices, 

4 appointments, or employments created by this Act, and so 

5 specified in said third column of said schedule, in the same 

6 manner and with the like effect as if they had severally been 

7 appointed in pursuance of this Act, that is to say: 



I. 


II. 


in. 


IV. 


OFFICE. 


PRESENT DESIGNATION. 


DESIGNATION UNDER THIS ACT. 


BUREAU. 


The Postmaster- 


Disbursing officer. 


Chief disbursing officer. 


Finance. 


General. 








First Assistant 


Chief clerk. 


Chief clerk. 


Post-offices. 


Postmaster- 








General. 








Do. 


Superintendent, Division of 


Superintendent, Division of 


Do. 




Salaries and Allowances. 


Allowances. 




Do. 


(Each) Assistant* superin- 


Assistant superintendent, Di- 


Do. 




tendent, Division of Sal- 


vision of Allowances. 






aries and Allowances. 






Da 


Chief, Division of Corre- 


Superintendent, Division (to 


Appointments. 




spondence. 


be assigned). 




Do. 


Superintendent, Division of 


Superintendent, Division (to 


Do. 




Postmasters' Appoint- 


be assigned). 






ments. 






Do. 


Assistant superintendent, Di- 


Superintendent, Division (to 


Do. 




vision of Postmasters' Ap- 


be assigned). 






pointments (senior by ap- 








pointment). 






Do. 


Assistant superintendent, Di- 
vision of Postmasters' Ap- 
pointments (junior by ap- 
pointment). 


Registrar of bonds. 


Do. 


Do. 


Superintendent, Division of 


Superintendent, Division of 


Post-offices. 




City Delivery. 


City Delivery. 




Do. 


Assistant superintendent, Di- 


Assistant superintendent, Di- 


Do. 




vision of City Delivery. 


vision of City Delivery. 




Second Assistant 


Chief clerk. 


Chief clerk. 


Transporta- 


Postm aster- 






tion. 


General. 








Do. 


Superintendent, Division of 


Superintendent, Division of 


Do. 




Railway Adjustments. 


Railway Adjustments. 




Do. 


Assistant superintendent, Di- 


Assistant superintendent, Di- 


Transporta- 




vision of Railway Adjust- 


vision of Railway Adjust- 


tion. 




ments, and law clerk. 


ments, and law clerk. 




Do- 


Superintendent, Division of 


Superintendent, Division of 


Transporta- 




Foreign Mails. 


Foreign Mails. 


tion. 


Da 


Assistant superintendent, Di- 


Assistant superintendent, Di- 


Transporta- 




vision of Foreign Mails, 


vision of Foreign Mails, 


tion. 




with headquarters in New 


with headquarters in New 






York, New York. 


York, New York. 
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I. 


II. 


III. 


IV, 


OFFICE. 


PRESENT DESIGNATION. 


DESIGNATION UNDER THIS ACT. 


BUREAU. 


Second Assistant 


Chief clerk, Division of For- 


Chief clerk, Division of For- 


Transporta- 


Postmaster- 


eign Mails. 


eign Mails, 


tion. 


General. 








Do. 


Chief, Division of Inspection. 


Superintendent, Division (to 


Transporta- 






be assigned). 


tion. 


Do. 


Chief, Division of Contracts. 


Superintendent, Division of 


Transporta- 






Contracts. 


tion. 


Do. 


Chief, Division of Equip- 


Superintendent, Division of 


Supplies. 




ment. 


Equipment 




Do. 


General Superintendent, Rail- 


General Superintendent, Rail- 


Transporta- 




way Mail Service. 


way Mail Service. 


tion. 


Do. 


Assistan t general superintend- 


Assistant general superintend- 


Transporta- 




ent, Bail way Mail Service. 


ent, Railway Mail Service. 


tion. 


Do. 


Chief clerk, office of Gen- 


Chief clerk, Division of Rail- 


Transporta- 




eral Superintendent, Rail- 


way Mail Service. 


tion. 




way Mail Service. 






Third Assistant 


Chief clerk. 


Chief clerk. 


Finance. 


Postmaster- 








General. 








Do. 


Superintendent, Division of 


Superintendent, Division of 


Supplies. 




Stamps. 


Stamps. 




Do. 


Superintendent, Division of 


Superintendent, Division of 


Finance. 




Finance. 


Finance. 




Do. 


Assistant superintendent, Di- 


Assistant superintendent, Di- 


Finance. 




vision of Finance. 


vision of Finance. 




Do. 


Superintendent, Division of 


Superintendent, Division of 


Mail matter. 




Classification. 


Classification. 




Do. 


(Each) special agent, Divi- 


Special assistant superin- 


Mail matter. 




sion of Classification. 


tendent, Division of Classi- 
fication. 




Do. 


Chief, Division of Redemp- 


Superintendent, Division of 


Supplies. 




tion. 


Redemption. 




Do. 


Superintendent, Division of 


Superintendent, Division of 


Post-offices. 




Registered Mails. 


Registered Mails. 




Do. 


(Each) assistant superin- 


Assistant superintendent, Di- 


Post-offices. 




tendent, Division of Regis- 


vision of Registered Mails. 






tered Mails. 






Do. 


Superintendent, Division of 


Superintendent, Division of 


Post-offices. 




Money Orders. 


Money Orders. 




Do. 


Chief clerk to superintend- 


Chief clerk, Division of 


Post-offices. 




ent, Division of Money 


Money Orders. 






Orders. 






Fourth Assistant 


Chief clerk. 


Chief clerk. 


Supplies. 


Postmaster- 








General. 








Do. 


Superintendent, Division of 


Superintendent, Division of 


Post-offices. 




Rural Delivery. 


Rural Delivery. 




Do. 


Assistant superintendent, 


Assistant superintendent, 


Post-offices. 




Division of Rural Delivery. 


Division of Rural Delivery. 




Do. 


Superintendent, Division of 


Superintendent, Division of 


Mail matter. 




Dead Letters. 


Dead Letters. 




Do. 


Superintendent, Division of 


Superintendent, Division of 


Supplies. 




Supplies. 


Supplies. 




Do. 


Assistant superintendent, 


Assistant superintendent, 


Supplies. 




Division of Supplies. 


Division of Supplies. 




Do. 


Topographer. 


Superintendent, Division of 
Topography. 


Supplies. 


Do. 


Assistant topographer. 


Assistant superintendent, 
Division of Topography. 


Supplies. 
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1 ClIAPTEE FOUBTEEN. 

2 DEFINITION, INTERPBETATION, AND EEPEAL. 



Sec 

611. Definitions. 

612. Arrangement and classification of sec- 

tions. 

613. Acts and parts of acts repealed. 

614. Tenure of existing officers and em- 

ployees not to be affected. 

615. Accrued rights and liabilities reserved. 

616. Provisions respecting fines, penalties, 

and forfeitures not to be affected. 

617. Prosecutions for fines and penalties not 

to be affected. 



Sec 

618. Application to other matters not to be 

affected. 

619. Incorporation of provisions from appro- 

priation acts not to affect the same. 

620. No act to be revived by repeal of re- 

pealing act. 

621. Acts of limitation* 

622. Short title. 

623. Time of taking effect 



3 Sec. 611. In this Act, unless the context otherwise 

4 requires — 

5 (a) Words used in the present tense include the future, 

6 as well as the present; 

7 (b) Words used in the masculine gender include the 

8 feminine and the neuter; 

9 (c) The singular number includes the plural, and the 

10 plural the singular; 

11 (d) The word " person " and the word " whoever " 

12 include a corporation, as well as a natural person, and, when- 

13 ever the context will admit of it, a partnership or association 

14 composed of natural persons, as well as a single natural 

15 person; 

16 (e) Writing, except where the same is used with ref- 

17 erence to the distinction between the several classes of mail 

18 matter, includes printing and typewriting; 
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1 (f ) Signature or subscription includes a mark when the 

2 person making the same intended it as a signature or sub- 

3 scription; 

4 (g) Letter includes packets of letters; 

5 (h) Postage means the sum chargeable for the con- 

6 veyance of letters, packets, and other things by mail ; 

7 (i) Mailable matter includes any letter, packet, news- 

8 paper, periodical, publication, book, or other thing which by 

9 this Act or by any regulation made in pursuance of this Act 

10 may be lawfully sent by mail; 

11 (j) Whenever any letter, packet, newspaper, publica- 

12 tion, book, or other thing is spoken of as deposited in, admis- 

13 sible to, transmitted by or through, conveyed in or by, or 

14 intended to be conveyed by mail, the mail, or the mails, the 

15 terms "mail," "the mail," and "the mails" shall include any 

16 means established, maintained, or operated, and any person 

17 employed by the United States for the receipt, collection, 

18 sending, dispatching, conveying, and delivering of letters, 

19 packets, and other things in pursuance of the power of Con- 

20 gress to establish post-offices and post-roads; 

21 (k) Whenever the term mail or mails is used as de- 

22 scriptive of any matter or thing deposited in, conveyed by, or 

23 transmitted by or through the mail or mails, the terms mail 

24 and mails in the first instance shall include every letter, 

25 packet, newspaper, periodical, publication, book, or other 
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1 thing deposited in the mails, as well as every bag, pouch, 

2 box, basket, packet, parcel, or other envelope or covering in 

3 which such matter is inclosed ; 

4 (1) The Postmaster-General includes every officer exe- 

5 cuting the office or performing the duties of the Postmaster- 

6 General for the time being, as well as every officer subordi- 

7 nate to the Postmaster-General to whom, in the distribution 

8 of the business of the Post-Office Department, shall have been 

9 assigned the exercise or performance of the power or duty of 

10 the Postmaster-General with reference to which in each in- 

11 stance the term is used; 

12 (m) Assistant Attorney-General means the Assistant 

13 Attorney-General for the Post-Office Department; 

14 (n) Auditor means the Auditor for the Post-Office De- 

15 partment ; 

16 (o) Postal service means the service of the Post-Office 

17 Department; 

18 (p) Whenever reference is made to any section by 

19 number, without more, the word section means a section of 

20 this Act; 

21 (q) Whenever mention is made of such regulations as 

22 may be prescribed, the regulations meant and intended are 

23 the regulations prescribed by the Postmaster-General in pur- 

24 suance of the powers conferred, and in conformity with the 

25 method prescribed, by section sixteen of this Act; 
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1 (r) The term " money-order funds " includes all 

2 moneys arising from the sale or issuance of postal notes, 

3 and the term " money-order business " in respect of all mat- 

4 tors of accounting and liability on official bonds includes 

5 postal-note business; 

6 (s) The term " supplies," wherever used in respect of 

7 the powers conferred or the duties imposed upon the Director 

8 of Posts, the assistant director of supplies, the purchasing 

9 agent, and the district superintendent of post-offices, includes 

10 all equipment of whatsoever description; 

11 (t) The term " resident commissioner " means a com- 

12 missioner from an insular or other possession of the United 

13 States who is now or may hereafter be entitled to a seat in 

14 the House of Representatives. 

15 Sec. 612. The arrangement and classification of the 

16 several sections of this Act have been made for the purpose 

17 of a more convenient and orderly arrangement of the same, 

18 and therefore no inference or presumption of a legislative 

19 construction is to be drawn from the mere fact that any par- 

20 ticular section is placed under a particular chapter. 

21 Sec. 613. All sections of the Revised Statutes of the 

22 United States and all Acts and parts of Acts passed prior to 

23 January first, nineteen hundred and nine, of the same tenor 

24 and effect with, or repugnant to, or inconsistent with this Act 

25 are hereby repealed. 
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1 Sec. 614. The repeal, whether express or by implica- 

2 tion, by this Act of any section of the Revised Statutes of the 

3 United States or Act or part of an Act shall not affect the 

4 tenure of office, appointment, or employment of any officer, 

5 clerk, or employee in the Post-Office Department, or any 

6 officer, postmaster, clerk, carrier, or employee in the postal 

7 service holding an office, appointment, or employment at the 

8 time when this Act shall take effect, except in so far as pro- 

9 vision is expressly made in this Act for the abolishment of 

10 any such office, appointment, or employment. 

11 Seo. 615. The repeal, alteration, modification, or re- 

12 enactment by this Act of any provision of existing law shall 

13 not affect any act done, or any right accruing or accrued, or 

14 any suit or proceeding had or commenced in any civil cause 

15 prior to the taking effect of this Act, but all rights, duties, 

16 obligations, and liabilities under the provisions hereby re- 

17 pealed, altered, of reenacted shall continue and may be en- 

18 forced in the same manner as if such provisions continued 

19 in force. 

20 Sec. 616. The repeal, whether express or by implica- 

21 tion, by this Act, of any section of the Revised Statutes of the 

22 United States or any Act or part of an Act shall not repeal or 

23 in anywise affect any provision of law concerning any fine, 

24 penalty, or forfeiture, or any offense against the United 
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1 States, or suits, prosecutions, or proceedings in respect 

2 thereof. 

3 Sec. 617. All penalties, or forfeitures, incurred prior to 

4 the taking effect hereof under any provision of law repealed, 

5 altered, modified, or reenacted by this Act may be prosecuted 

6 and recovered in the same manner and with the same effect 

7 as if the provisions of law so repealed, altered, modified, or re- 

8 enacted by this Act continued in force. 

9 Sec. 618. The incorporation into this Act of any section 

10 of the Revised Statutes or other provision of existing law 

11 which has application to other matters as well as to the Post- 
12 Office Department or the postal service shall not repeal or in 

13 any way affect the operation of such section or other provi- 

14 sion of existing law otherwise than in respect of the Post- 
15 Office Department or the postal service. 

16 Sec. 619. The incorporation into this Act of any gen- 

17 era! and permanent provision taken from any Act making 

18 appropriations, or from any Act containing provisions not 

19 relating to the Post-Office Department and the postal service, 

20 shall not repeal or in any way affect any appropriation what- 

21 ever, or any provision not relating to the Post-Office Depart- 

22 ment or the postal service contained in any of said Acts, but 

23 the same shall remain in force. 
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1 Sec. 620. No Act or part of an Act repealed by any of 

2 the Acts hereby repealed shall be revived by the passing of 

3 this Act. 

4 Sec. 621. No Act of limitation, applicable to civil causes 

5 and proceedings, or to prosecutions for the recovery of pen- 

6 alties and forfeitures, embraced in, altered, modified or re- 

7 pealed by this Act shall be affected thereby, but all suits, pro- 

8 ceedings, or prosecutions, whether civil or criminal, for causes 

9 arising or acts done or committed prior to the taking effect 

10 of this Act may be commenced and prosecuted within the 

11 same time and with the same effect as if the Acts hereby 

12 altered or repealed continued in force. 

13 Sec. 622. This Act may be cited for all purposes as 

14 " The Postal Service Act." 

15 Sec. 623. This Act shall take effect on the first day of 

16 July, nineteen hundred and nine, but it shall be lawful at any 

17 time after the passage of this Act for the President of the 

18 United States to nominate, and for the Senate to confirm 

19 the nomination of any person, to any office created by this 

20 Act, such appointment not to take effect before this Act takes 

21 effect. 
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